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Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society Recorders
Mammals
 General  Francis Farrow, 6 Havelock Road, Sheringham, Norfolk, NR26 8QD
   E-mail: francis.farrow@btinternet.com
 Badgers  John Crouch   2, Chestnut Cottages, Guton Hall Lane, Brandiston,
                  Norwich, NR10 4PH  E-mail: norfolkbadgers@yahoo.co.uk
 Bats  John Goldsmith   Barn Cottage, Wheelers Lane, Seething,
   Norwich, NR15 1EJ   E-mail: john@aurum-ecology.co.uk

Cetaceans  Carl Chapman  Falcon Cottage, Hungry Hill, Northrepps, Cromer,
   NR27 0LN E-mail: Carl@wildlifetoursandeducation.co.uk

Birds   Dave & Jacquie Bridges   27, Swann Grove, Hempstead Road,
   Holt, NR25 6DP   E-mail: dnjnorfolkrec@btinternet.com

Reptiles & Amphibians John Buckley   77, Janson Rd, Shirley, Southampton, SO15 5GL
   E-mail: john.buckley@arc-trust.org
Fish
 Freshwater Position vacant
 Marine   Rob Spray & Dawn Watson   1 Town Houses, Yoxford Rd, Sibton,
   Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 2LX
   E-mail: hello@seasearcheast.org.uk
Molluscs (Land)  Position vacant
Insects
 Butterflies  Andy Brazil   47 Cavell Road, Lakenham, Norwich, NR1 2LL
   E-mail: recorder@norfolkbutterflies.co.uk
 Moths  Jim Wheeler   Iveygreen, Town St., Upwell, Wisbech, PE14 9AD
   E-mail: jim@norfolkmoths.org.uk
 Beetles  Martin Collier   Hillside Cottage, Syleham, Eye, IP21 4LL
   E-mail: norfolk.beetles@gmail.com
 Bumblebees / David Richmond   42, Richmond Rise, Reepham, Norwich, NR10 4LS
 Grasshoppers & Crickets            E-mail: richmond.42rr@btinternet.com
 Lacewings, Sponge & Waxflies, Antlions, Alderflies, Snakeflies, Scorpionflies & Snow flea
   Paul Cobb   34, Staithe Road, Heacham, King’s Lynn, PE31 7EE
   E-mail: paulrcobb@outlook.com
 Aphids  Dr J I T Thacker   38, Gladstone,Street, Norwich, NR2 3BH
   E-mail: jit@caleopteryx.com
 Dragonflies Dr Pam Taylor   Decoy Farm, Decoy Rd, Potter Heigham,
   Gt Yarmouth, NR29 5LX  E-mail: pamtaylor@british-dragonflies.org.uk
 Parasitic Hymenoptera Graham Hopkins   15, Matlock Road, Norwich, NR1 1TL
    E-mail: hopkinsecology@yahoo.co.uk
 Solitary Bees & Wasps Tim Strudwick   16, Beech Way, Brundall, Norwich,
    NR13 5ND   E-mail: timstrud@tiscali.co.uk
 Ants  Doreen Wells   1, Cobden Terrace, Northgate Street,
   Gt Yarmouth, NR30 1BT   E-mail: wells_doreen@hotmail.com
 Hoverflies  Stuart Paston,  25 Connaught Road, Norwich, NR2 3BP
   E-mail: stuartpaston@yahoo.co.uk

Terrestrial Heteroptera (Land bugs, excld. Aphids, leaf-hoppers etc.)
Rob Coleman, Springfields, North Walsham Road, Felmingham, North

 Walsham,  NR28 0JU E-mail: mail@rob-coleman.co.uk
 Other Insects Dr Tony Irwin   Natural History Dept., Shirehall, Market Avenue,
   Norwich,   NR1 3JQ  E-mail:  tony.Irwin@norfolk.gov.uk

Spiders    Phillip Collyer,  9 Lowther Road, Norwich, NR4 6QN
   E-mail: pipcollyer@yahoo.co.uk

Harvestmen  Peter Nicholson, Greystone House, Castle Howard Rd, Malton, North
   Yorkshire YO17 7AT  E-mail: petenich@btinternet.com

Woodlice & Pseudoscorpions Dick Jones   14, Post Office Rd., Dersingham, King’s Lynn,
Centipedes & Millipedes PE31 6PH   E-mail: rej@johalpinjones.eclipse.co.uk



Freshwater Invertebrates Dr Dan Hoare, Wheatfen Broad, Covey Lane, Surlingham, Norwich,
 (including Mayflies)                 Norfolk, NR14 7AL  Email: daniel.j.hoare@gmail.com

Marine Invertebrates (incld.  Molluscs) Rob Spray & Dawn Watson   1 Town Houses, Yoxford
Marine Algae (Seaweeds)  Road, Sibton, Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 2LX
    E-mail: hello@seasearcheast.org.uk

Galls Anne Hickley, 23 Biggin Hill Way, Watton IP25 6NZ
   E-mail: anne@penguinofficeservices.co.uk

Vascular Plants
 East Norfolk Bob Ellis   11, Havelock Rd., Norwich, NR2 3HQ ,
   E-mail: bob@elymus.demon.co.uk
 West Norfolk Richard Carter  67 Doddshill, Dersingham, King’s Lynn, PE30 4DJ
   E-mail: rcarter@rsk.co.uk

Mosses & Liverworts
 East Norfolk Mary Ghullam   5, Beech Drive, Cromer Road, North Walsham,
   NR28 0BZ   E-mail: mylia@btinternet.com
 West Norfolk Robin Stevenson    111, Wootton Rd., King’s Lynn, PE30 4DJ
   E-mail: crs111@talktalk.net

Lichens  Peter Lambley   The Cottage, Elsing Rd., Lyng, Norwich, NR9 5RR
  E-mail: plambley@aol.com

Fungi  Dr Tony Leech   3, Eccles Road, Holt, NR25 6HJ   E-mail: tonyleech3@gmail.com

Other Taxa Martin Horlock   Biodiversity Information Officer, R301 County Hall, Martineau
  Lane, Norwich, NR1 2SG   E-mail: martin.horlock@norfolk.gov.uk

Referee:
Charophytes/           Alex Prendergast, Bramble Cottage, Low Road, Tasburgh, NR15 1AR
Freshwater Algae    E-mail: mushroom_alex@hotmail.com

Special interest groups
NNNS Photographic Group:
                B D Macfarlane, 10 Peregrine Road, Sprowston, Norwich, NR7 8JP
                Tel 01603 408647  E-mail: david.brian.macfarlane@gmail.com

For NNNS Microscopy enquires:
 S M Livermore, 70 Naseby Way, Dussindale, Norwich, NR7 0TP

               Tel 01603 431849  E-mail: stephenlivermore@outlook.com
Other Special Interest Groups, although not part of the NNNS, have similar aims to that of the Society:

Norfolk Amphibian & Reptile Group: P Parker, White Row Cottages, Leziate Drove,
               Pott Row, King's Lynn, PE32 1DB Tel 01553 630842
               E-mail:  philipparkerassociates@btconnect.com

Norfolk Bat Group: J G Goldsmith,The Barn Cottage, Seething, Norwich, NR15 1EJ
              Tel 01508 550003  E-mail: john@aurum-ecology.co.uk

Norwich Bat Group:  S Phillips E-mail: info@norwichbatgroup.org.uk

Norfolk Flora Group: S Harmer / R Carter, 67 Doddshill, Dersingham, King’s Lynn, PE31 6LP.
              Tel 07711870553 / 07711870554  E-mail: sharmer@rsk.co.uk / rcarter@rsk.co.uk

R W Ellis, 11 Havelock Road, Norwich, NR2 3HQ
           Tel 01603 662260  E-mail: bob@elymus.demon.co.uk

Norfolk Fungus Study Group: Dr A R Leech, 3 Eccles Road, Holt, NR25 6HJ
              Tel 01263 712282  E-mail: tonyleech3@gmail.com
Norfolk Lichen Group: P W Lambley,The Cottage, Elsing Road, Lyng, Norwich,
              NR9 5RR  Tel 01603 872574  E-mail: Plambley@aol.com

Norfolk moth Survey: K G Saul, Albion, Main Road, Filby, Gt Yarmouth, NR29 3HS
              E-mail: kensaul@stone-angel.co.uk

Norfolk Spider Group:  P Collyer, 9 Lowther Road, Norwich, NR4 6QN
               Tel 01603 259703  E-mail: pipcollyer@yahoo.co.uk

Norfolk & Suffolk Bryological Group: Mrs M P Ghullam, 5 Beech Drive, Cromer Road,
               North Walsham, NR28 0BZ  Tel 01692 402013  E-mail: mylia@btinternet.com
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  This edition seems to have an emphasis on hoverflies and birds, but there
are also articles on the remarkable Snow-flea discovery, Bank Vole squatters,
an unusual Comma, ten-tips to a wildlife haven, some remarkable spring fungi
and a special treat with an exclusive look at some Antipodean amphibians
from former Norfolk Nat, Garth Coupland. Garth moved to Brisbane in
Northern Queensland, Australia and after a period of readjustment has
found his element in tracking down the noisy night denizens of the bush
country. Once ‘captured’ on camera he makes life-like paintings of his sub-
jects - I think we are highly honoured that Garth has chosen to share these
beautiful images with us.

My thanks to all contributors to this issue and I look forward to receiving
your notes and photographs for the next edition of ‘

The Snow-flea found - now look out for the Giant Lacewing
Paul Cobb

The Snow-flea Boreus hyemalis is still in Norfolk*.  As I anticipated for a moss-
eating species, it was a bryologist who re-discovered it.  Robin Stevenson found it
in a wood near Hindolveston in January, 6 feet up an oak tree, so it doesn't just
live on the ground.  See his excellent photo of it, apparently in the process of feed-
ing on Orthotrichum affine.

Now I have a new challenge, find the Giant Lacewing Osmylus fulvicephalus.
The larva is amphibious, living in moss in the splash zone at the edges of streams,
a habitat requirement that severely restricts its chances in Norfolk, yet it has been
found here on rare occasions.

The adult is indeed a giant among lacewings, with a forewing length of about 20
mm. (Take care not to confuse it with one of the larger caddis, which can be
superficially similar.)  It is about from May to July, usually along woodland
streams, flying in the evening.  By day they hang in the shade near the water,
beneath bridges or overhanging branches.

*The previous record for the Snow-flea was sometime before 1826 from Costessey.



House leek pest – records appeal
I would like to draw members’ attention to the arrival in Norfolk of the hoverfly
Cheilosia caerulescens  which was recorded from Brundall and Norwich in 2013.
This species deviates from the beneficial image of most garden hoverflies as the
larvae are leaf miners causing serious damage to house leeks Sempervivum spp.

Damage occurs in spring and again in summer with outer leaves on affected plants
turning greyish or brownish-green before going limp and drying up. If the base of
affected leaves is closely inspected, exit holes can be found where larvae have
moved to another leaf or into the soil for pupation. An image of a damaged plant
can be found on the Royal Horticultural Society website www.rhs.org.uk  (search
for “Sempervivum leaf miner”) from where the above information is taken.

The fly, which visits a variety of flowers, is distinctive with a projecting face,
partially yellow legs and a dark wing cloud. This last feature can be obscured as
the wings are folded when the fly is settled.

I would welcome records of larval damage or
the fly, supported by photographic evidence,
in order to monitor the species’ spread in
Norfolk. Accompanying information on the
host plant’s identification would be useful
–Sempervivum tectorum is the species most
frequently attacked.

First recorded in Britain from a Surrey
garden in 2006, this hoverfly has almost
certainly been introduced with imported
plants from the Continent and is likely to
become widespread.

Stuart Paston
County Hoverfly Recorder
stuartpaston@yahoo.co.uk
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Hoverfly bumblebee mimic, Criorhina ranunculi in Norfolk
Nick Owens

After the hoverfly course in late March I have been keeping my eyes open for new
species. On 3rd April while having a picnic lunch at the back of the Blickling Hall
car park I noticed a large, dark, red-tailed hoverfly patrolling a flowering laurel
bush. It landed briefly and I was able to discern its curved hind femurs. Looking
this up in ‘Ball and Morris’, it could only be Criorhina ranunculi; a large bumble-
bee mimic which appears in early spring. The next day I spotted another on a male
sallow bush on Thorpe Great Heath (Stanta), which I was able to net. The photo-
graph shows the specimen alongside a queen Early Bumblebee (Bombus
pratorum), which seems to be the best model for the hoverfly, being about the
same size (15mm with tail slightly drooping), and with a red tail and yellow band
on the thorax - and also appearing early in the spring, as its name implies.
Stuart Ball has produced maps of Norfolk’s hoverfly species which show that
these sightings are the 8th and 9th records for C. ranunculi in the county, with only
three previous records post-2000. It was last found in 2009 by Stuart Paston at
Earlham Cemetery and in 2006 at Catfield. There is also a white-tailed form of
this hoverfly, resembling a White-tailed Bumblebee (B. lucorum).

I have previously found the two other Norfolk species of Criorhina;
C.  berberina at Swanton Novers Great Wood and C. floccosa in Stanta. These
two species are also bumblebee mimics, both being brown and resembling the
Common Carder Bumblebee (B. pascuorum), but C. berberina also has a form
which looks very like the newly arrived Tree Bumblebee (B. hypnorum). All three
species have a long face, rather like a bumblebee. The larvae of all Criorhina
species are found in  rotten tree stumps and roots. It seems likely that they are all
under-recorded in the county, perhaps partly because they are often mistaken for
bumblebees.



The Vagaries of Variation
Kevin Radley

With regard to Stephen Rutherford’s article in the February edition of Natterjack
(No. 124) ‘A Naturalist Visiting the Norfolk/Suffolk Border’, in particular the
item about the ‘very’ rare Comma Polygonia c-album butterfly and supplied
photo.  This item also appears in the South Yorkshire Branch Newsletter Autumn
2013 (found on the internet).

It basically concludes that Alec Harmer at the Natural History Museum and Rob
Parker who is the County Recorder of lepidoptera for Suffolk, both feel that this
example is a very rare aberration (ab. nov.) being only the second one to have
been found in Britain.  This on the basis that the more ‘common’ ab. dilutus has a
white ground colour as described in the museum literature and that the insect in
question does not.

On looking up P. c-album in my well-thumbed edition of F W Frohawk’s
Complete Book of British Butterflies, it states under the heading ‘aberrations’
“Specimens have occurred with the ground colour of pale straw-yellow, and in
extreme case of great rarity, examples having the ground colour pearl-white have
been captured.”  Indeed, in his Variations of British Butterflies he also states:
“The late Mr A B Farn captured at Ganarew, Monmouth a specimen having a
pearl-white ground colour, ab. albus, n. ab, and one or two others of the same
colouring have been found.”  Also “Capt. E B Purefoy, in his butterfly garden at
East Farleigh, Kent, had a brood of c-album with the ground colour ranging from
pale ochreous to light straw-yellow or creamy white.”  There is an accompanying
colour illustration by Frohawk of an ab. dilutus which does
not have a white background colour.

Moreover, if one ‘Googles’ P. c-album.
ab. dilutus you will find a photo from the
Natural History Museum (Cockayne
collection) with a distinctly non-white
background colour butterfly looking
remarkably similar to the photo sent in
to Natterjack.

Whatever the name, certainly a rare
aberration but surely not only the
second one recorded in Britain.

                                                         4
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LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA
Garth Coupland

Dear all,
It is 9 p.m. on 6th January. The torrential rain and thunderstorms of the day have
passed, leaving the night a deliciously cool 20 degrees. I am a long way from any-
where in particular on a gravel track known as Undullah Road that winds itself for
25 miles through bush, hills and cattle country. I step from my car into the pitch
black of the Queensland night and am filled with excitement and wonder. For
miles around the still air is resonating with Frog chorus; strange, prehistoric night
noises that have sung thus for millions of years. Explosive "poks", screaming
"reeeeeeees" and a deep, far travelling "wroh" rent the air - and I have never heard
any of them before. Almost beside myself with joy, I set off with torch, camera
and rubber boots to find the creators of such a cacophony. Common Green Tree
Frogs - Litoria caerulea, larger than the European Common Toad, are sitting like
bright, green beacons on tree branches and fence post tops giving forth their deep
barking call. In floods and ponds (known as dams) I find countless Ornate Bur-
rowing Frogs - Platyplectrum ornatum, blowing themselves up to deliver their
explosive "pok" calls as they lie, limbs akimbo in the muddy water. I watch them
spawning, the female creating a bubble raft by splashing her tiny hands which
passes bubbles underneath the couple and collects the fertilised eggs in a drift that
tails out behind the male, who grips her in unusual inguinal amplexus. Around the
edges of the water small, brown Desert Tree Frogs - Litoria rubella and
Keferstein's Tree Frogs - Litoria dentata are screaming their deafening sexual
song. All this has to be done in a hurry. The water only lasts a while before the
terrible dry turns all to dust within weeks. The new generation must be quick to
reach metamorphosis. Before then all the adults will be buried or hidden under
tree bark and in cracks waiting for the next rains. I observe, I wonder, I take
photographs from different angles and of all behavioural aspects. Above all I am
in Heaven. This is what I came to Australia for. You natural historians understand
the heart-pumping thrill of finding new species of the taxa you are passionate
about, don't you? This was wonderful! In all I found 11 species of Frog that night
within a few miles of bush and flooded cattle land. They included the gorgeously
green Dainty Tree Frog - Litoria gracilenta, the large and robust Great Barred
Frog - Mixophyes fasciolatus, cartoon character Stony Creek Frogs - Litoria
wilcoxii and the comically named Scarlet-sided Pobblebonk - Limnodynastes
terraereginae - the specific name meaning Queensland of course! I returned home
at 3 a.m. after a hundred miles of night driving, too excited, too elated to sleep.

This week I was exploring a crystal clear, flowing creek in the mountains of the
Great Dividing Range at Cunningham's Gap where the road to the Southwest
passes over the spine. Again I find myself in Heaven. Humid, misty rainforest
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spreads its canopy over the creek forming a black tunnel. All around me Great
Barred Frog - Mixophyes fasciolatus males are barking and I find an endangered
and exquisite Fleay's barred Frog - Mixophyes fleayi quietly sitting on a rock.
Later, as it begins to rain, I locate by their calls a large chorus of beautiful, small
and rare Pearson's Tree Frogs - Litoria pearsoniana. Shiny, colourful and active
they are Calling, mating and throwing themselves into the stream from the trees
above. Again I photograph everything I see as, since January, I am going one step
further than recording observations and photographing. I have discovered a new
way to exorcise my passion for Frogs. I paint them, and so I need plenty of
reference material. I might start writing about them too, just as I did with Slugs,
Snails and Spiders during my time in the Norfolk & Norwich Naturalist's Society.
You did so much for me. Thank you.

I am not ignoring the other taxa. I have bought every definitive field Guide
available and am particularly enjoying studying Reptiles, Insects and of course
Spiders. You should come and visit!

I wish you all well.
Garth

(Garth says if anyone would like to contact him they are welcome to write to the
following address: Garth. M. Coupland, 5/17, Kingsford Street, Auchenflower.
Brisbane. Queensland 4066 Australia.)

Tony Howes

Winter is always an interesting time in the Yare Valley, you never know what
might turn up next, Strumpshaw Fen is always worth a look.  Bittern, Marsh
Harrier and Kingfisher are probable, always with the chance of something more
unusual.

Further downstream, at Buckenham marshes the huge flocks of Wigeon are the
highlight of the winter months, but mixed in among these beautiful ducks are
large numbers of Lapwing, Golden Plover and various geese making the whole
marsh alive with birds.  Very often there are one or more Peregrines in residence,
if this is the case, then the huge flocks tend to be very jittery, often taking off
en masse and giving a wonderful flying display before landing again. On one
occasion I was fortunate to see and photograph two Peregrines sitting on a gate in
the middle of the marsh.
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The golden plover congregate in their thousands and these are amazing waders to
watch, like knot they have the ability to fly closely packed and turn as one, show-
ing their snow white underparts like a lace shawl.

You may be lucky enough to see a Hen Harrier and if one stays late on a wintery
afternoon there is always the possibility of a Barn Owl sighting to finish the day
off nicely.

Out and About
Brian Macfarlane

Since I wrote my February article the weather has been very good for the time of
the year. I had hoped the bird life at Strumpshaw might have picked up, but it is
still very quiet. Herons and Kingfishers are noticeably absent although I did see
both on the very day I am writing this. A Little Egret flew across the front of the
Fen hide, which is the first one I have seen for at least six months there.

Greylags have been the most prominent bird outside the Fen hide, and have
started their breeding frenzy with continual fighting and chasing each other. The
Marsh Harriers are showing well with plenty of sky diving to impress the ladies,
as well as the female harriers, of course! A small flock of Canada Geese flew
across in front of the hide. I spotted a Mallard with twelve ducklings, which have
now survived over a week, which is unusual as they are devoured by a large
number of predators before they are many days old.

My garden has held a few surprises this year. I have lived in my house for 52
years surrounded by many bungalows. Handy if you want to check the time on the
City Hall clock! I saw my first Sparrowhawk ripping a Blackbird to pieces. The
white Starling came briefly to feed, that is the first time since last May. It is good
to know it had survived that long. Another first was a Jay which tried to get food
from my bird table, which is surrounded by 2 inch wire to stop larger birds taking
it all.

The Rooks are very active now, and I pass a large rookery at Horsford which is on
the way to Cley. Having been to Cley three times since the flooding it is still fairly
quiet with a few avocets, gulls, etc. It could be partly the result of the flooding as
a lot of the food source was lost. I also saw the Parrot Crossbills on the way to
visit Cley which was ANOTHER first for me. (You can tell I don’t get out much).

We have been lucky with the weather these last two months, and I hope it
continues as the breeding season gets into full swing. I look forward to this time
of the year with new life all around us transforming our countryside, and gardens.
HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!
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Hans Watson

Of all the four seasons, winter, with its short days, is for me the least attractive of
the seasons. However, it does have some compensations, such as the chance to see
birds that do not visit us during the rest of the year. The large flocks of wildfowl,
and the winter thrushes are things that I always look forward to, as well as lovely
winter walks along our glorious coast. Over the years, these walks have almost
become a regular pilgrimage, as I search for some of our wilder winter visiting
little birds. Snow Buntings in winter, seem so different to the Snow Buntings that
I have seen on their summer breeding grounds in Iceland. There, males can often
be seen, resplendent in their pure black and white summer plumage, singing
whilst  perched on the roofs of houses. Quite different to the restless winter flocks
that we encounter along Norfolk beaches with their mix of tan, white and black
plumage.

Another lovely little bird that can be seen along our sandy beaches, is the
Sanderling. These can often be seen in loose flocks darting in and out of the
water’s edge. Many people describe them as seeming to be on wheels, rather than
on legs, because their feet move so fast. Once again, the Sanderling that we see in
winter, in its grey and white plumage, is very different to the brick-red plumaged
summer bird.

There are two other species of bird that I try to see on my winter beach walks.
Sadly, these are not so easily seen, and seem to me to be declining in numbers.
These are the Shorelark (nowadays, sometimes referred to by its’ American name,
Horned Lark ) and Lapland Bunting. If I see either of these two birds on a walk, I
consider myself very fortunate indeed.

Two ‘Firsts’
Tony Howes

Photographically Shorelark have always been an elusive species for me, a couple
of distant shots were all I had to show for my efforts.  So when I heard that there
were two on the North Denes at Yarmouth I went to have a look.

The first visit proved negative as did the second, but I came up lucky on the third
try, finding them almost straight away, creeping about among the Marram Grass
like mice.  Beautiful birds, but despite their very colourful heads they merge into
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their habitat extremely well and are not easy to see, it’s the constant movement
that eventually gives them away.

Another ‘first’ for me was Parrot Crossbill, these had been found at Edgefield, just
south of Holt, and periodically were coming down to drink at puddles in a clearing
among the conifers.  This is always a good bet with crossbills generally, they do
need to drink frequently, trouble was, due to the amount of rain we have had
recently, there were lots of puddles!  It was a case of picking one and waiting to
see if they would use it and on the third visit I got it right.  I was pleased with the
resulting images, lovely birds and with their powerful bills are well named.

Life in a Rut
Francis Farrow

From time to time life seems to settle into a bit of a rut - well throughout April life
was literally spent in a rut or rather many ruts. During that month I was repairing
parts of the wetland on Beeston Common that had become rutted by the use of
heavy machinery, which conservation contractors had brought on-site to clear
scrub. This was in February when the site was very wet and inevitably the
machines sunk into the soft boggy soil.

As I filled the ruts, mainly by pushing back the displaced soil, I became aware of
numerous Drone-flies in the vicinity. It was probably ideal breeding habitat - a
shallow rut filled with water and vegetation debris. The
Drone-flies (Eristalis tenax and E. pertinax) are common
members of the Syrphidae (Hoverflies) and breed in water
that is often polluted. Eggs are laid and quickly develop into
the characteristic “Rat-tailed maggots”. These larval stages
use the “tail” to breath as it is a telescopically-extensible
breathing tube. This enables the inhalation of atmospheric air
whilst submerged. When fully grown, usually after 18 days,
the larvae leave the water and seek a drier location in earth
where they pupate. The pupal stage lasts about 10 days.

As the ruts were made in February and quickly filled with water some frogs
thought they would make good private breeding ponds and consequently spawn
was deposited. I also read recently that in Surrey, in 2013, a green lane that was
heavily rutted by 4x4s had Great Crested Newts spawning in them and the
shallower ruts were colonised by the Fairy Shrimp (Chirocephalus diaphanus).
After reading this I decided that a few of  the ruts could be left for the local wild-
life to use.

 Reference: Flies of the British Isles, Colyer & Hammond (2nd Edition, 1968) Warne.

Drone-fly and
“Rat-tailed Maggot”
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Ten tips towards a Wildlife Garden
Jo Parmenter

Over the past 10 years or so, I have been trying to make my garden, which is on
the edge of the floodplain in Reedham, as wildlife-friendly as possible, whilst still
trying to ensure that it is a pleasant place to spend time, ideally with a nice glass
of chilled white wine after a hard day’s work staring at my computer screen in our
office in Norwich (which sadly lacks anything even remotely approaching a view
from the window).

This is my top-10 list of the most useful and easily achievable ways of bringing
wildlife into your garden:

1. Provide drinking water.  A bird bath at a higher level and a large bowl
at ground level will provide drinking water for both birds and
mammals such as Hedgehog.  Clean it out regularly so that pathogens
don’t build up, and make sure it is always kept full, especially in hot
dry weather.  An unfrozen water source can be particularly important
during cold snaps.

2. Most gardens don’t contain the large mature trees where natural nest
cavities are found so it can be useful to supplement whatever is in the
local area with boxes designed for the smaller and larger hole- and
cavity-nesting species which frequent gardens (tits, robins, starlings
etc), and perhaps also specialised boxes for Swifts and House
Sparrows, which are declining in part due to loss of nest sites.

3. Provide a food source.  This can include bird feeders, but it is
important to remember that if you start feeding birds, you can’t just
stop, especially during the later winter and early spring period when
food is scarce - although you can reduce what is on offer.  A food
source for birds can also include garden berries, for example rosehips,
Amelanchier, Cotoneaster, Berberis, crab apples, Pyracantha, various
types of hawthorn, Viburnum, Mahonia, Aronia and cherries; and a
nectar source in the form of flowers will draw in insects that birds can
feed on.

4. Create habitat piles from rubble and logs, capped with soil and turves.
These can be hidden in the back of a shrubbery if you don’t want to
look at them.  These are good for overwintering invertebrates and
provide safe refugia and somewhere to hibernate for reptiles and
amphibians.
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5. Create wildlife corridors.  Look at your house on, for example
‘Google Earth’, and make a note of the main wildlife corridors, which
can include rivers, streams, lines of trees or shrubs, woodland blocks
and hedgerows.  Many birds and mammals, including bats, will move
and disperse along these corridors, so if you can ‘tie’ your garden into
a wildlife corridor for example by linking your garden boundary
vegetation to your neighbour’s hedge, for example, or even using
your garden to fill in a gap in a wildlife corridor, you will end up
drawing a lot more wildlife into your garden than you might other-
wise expect to see.

6. Maximise structural diversity.  A varied habitat structure is very
important in a garden.  Make sure your garden has structural planting
in the form of trees, which provide song posts for birds, dense shrub-
beries for nesting and shelter, and a variety of lower level habitats in
the form of herbaceous borders, tall and short grassland and bare earth
for foraging.

7. If you have room, create a wildlife meadow.  It need not be large: just
a few square metres can provide a lot of wildlife interest.  Many
species of butterfly and moth have a larval stage which feeds in grass-
land; either on the grass itself, or on the associated broad-leaved
species.  The meadow should be in a sunny part of the garden so as to
attract butterflies and bees.  Choose a native seed mix suitable for
your soil, and use this to supplement whatever is in your lawn turf by
‘scarifying’ the lawn turf with a rake and seeding in the slots, or
rotovate part of the lawn and start afresh.  It is also possible to buy
many wildflowers as plant plugs, and bring them into your meadow
this way.  Mow once a year in mid summer and again in October
(interim cuts may be needed if your soil is very fertile), and rake off
the cut litter (this can be composted, however my neighbour’s goats
are quite partial to mowings).  Try not to remove the anthills as these
will attract green woodpecker into your garden.

8. Start a compost heap.  Composting is an environmental sustainable
thing to do, and very rewarding and useful if you grow your own
vegetables. The compost heap ideally needs to be designed so that
you can dig out compost from one heap whilst the others are
‘maturing’, so a 3-bin system is ideal.  Compost heaps support a
myriad of invertebrates, and thus attract reptiles, birds, bats and
amphibians to the garden.  They also provide a safe winter refuge for
amphibians and other wildlife.
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9. Create a wildlife pond.  Any pond which does not contain fish is
likely to support frogs, toads and newts, and you may also attract
grass snakes.  The pond should be at least 1m deep in the middle, so
that the water cannot completely freeze in winter, and should have
gently shelving margins so that you can grow bog plants or marginal
species around the edges (if you use a rigid liner you can use thick
plastic sheeting to make a boggy area next to the pond).  If you feed
your pond with rainwater (mine is fed via a series of buried pipes
running from the downpipes) you are unlikely to have any problems
with algal blooms.

10. Bring as much plant diversity as possible into your garden.  Different
plants support and attract different species of invertebrate, and the
more invertebrate species you have, the more types of bird, reptile,
amphibian and mammal you will attract.  Try to include some native
species, as these will have specialist invertebrates feeding on the
leaves or flowers, as well as attracting generalist species.  Choose
flowers which provide a nectar source and berries for food, and try to
maximize the flowering period in your garden by choosing some
plants which provide an early or late nectar source.

Having started off with a mown lawn, three or four shrubs and some mutant daffo-
dils. I now have a tranquil wildlife haven, with a garden butterfly list numbering
in excess of twenty species, including Brown Argus; and seven grasshoppers and
crickets.  The sound of spring birdsong is replaced in mid summer by a dusk
symphony of Great Green Bush-crickets; a song which has been, I think rather
unfairly, compared to an unoiled sewing machine.  I rather like it!

To decide for yourself, visit
http://www.orthoptera.org.uk/account.aspx?spname=Tettigonia+viridissima

Great Green Bush-cricket
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Normally there are Excursion Reports but as it is early in the programme none as
yet have taken place, however, a very interesting and excellent workshop on
Hoverflies took place over the weekend 29th - 30th March at the Wheatfen Study
Centre and Nick Elsey shares his thoughts and experience of the event.

Syrphing Time - Hoverfly Workshop

My interest in hoverflies, which form the family Syrphidae, evolved from my casual
observations of specimens visiting the varied flora of Wheatfen, whilst I was on site
recording Odonata for the soon to be published Atlas of Dragonflies in Britain and
Ireland.

In late June 2012, a closer examination of a relatively large fly trapped behind our
kitchen window lead to identification as a member of the Volucella tribe. Having
posted a photograph onto the NNNS Yahoo group pages, Francis Farrow
confirmed that my find was rather a rare species for Norfolk and it was recorded as
V.inflata. From that moment I was hooked into observing another family and it just
coincided that both hoverflies and dragonflies are generally found on warm sunny
days. One of the reasons why I haven’t been tempted to stray into the ‘dark side’ of
bats and moths!

As I became more enthusiastic about hoverflies, I bought a reprinted copy of Stubb
& Falk’s ‘British Hoverflies’, which to a non-academic like me, seemed very daunt-
ing and I struggled to follow the dichotomous keys. Recently, Wildguides published
‘An introduction to the hoverflies of Britain’ which was compiled by Stuart Ball and
Roger Morris. This proved, for me, to be a more user-friendly field guide. Being a
recent convert to the social media world of Facebook, I have been able to follow
Roger through his postings on the UK Hoverflies group page and through the
Hoverfly Recording Scheme.

In 2013, I attended a NNNS-organised introductory workshop on hoverflies at Holt
Hall where Tony Irwin shared his knowledge and skills in identifying this family.
Needless to say when I learnt of a two day course to be held in the Study Centre at
Wheatfen, I was keen to be amongst the participants, especially as our tutors were
to be the authors of the afore-mentioned Wildguides book.

Reports         2014-15 Field
        Meeting location
        St. Andrew’s Hall
                Eaton
        Workshop Centre
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So, on a clear warm spring day, 12 of us sat down to start our study on identifying
hoverflies. Tony Irwin introduced Roger and Stuart who in turn related their back-
ground knowledge and experience. As we explained our levels of skill and desires
from this course, it became apparent that the group held a variety of occupations
and interests. Some were academic based, others were from the world of wildlife
conservation and there were those who just held a wish to further their knowledge
about hoverflies.

As Stuart introduced his subject, it soon became clear that, though many of us are
seduced by the attractiveness of adult hoverflies, this is a short stage in their life
cycle. Lasting only about two weeks in which to feed and reproduce, most of their
lives are spent as larvae which in some cases can last several years.

As the lecture continued, we were shown which species we would expect to find in
differing habitats and given advice on how to improve our field-craft to locate
specimens. It became clear that some species which we do not see or record in
their adult form are present as breeding colonies in their larval stage. We just
haven’t been looking at the right time of year or in the right place. My small patch of
Ramsons, Allium ursinum, when in flower, will now be scrutinised for the species
Portvenia maculata. The larvae of other species can be found in rotting wood or
vegetation or in the roots and stems of trees and plants. Some are associated with
the sap runs and rot holes in mature or decaying trees and there are those which
specialize in pine forests or on acidic or rich lowland wetlands.

Some species in their larval form are predatory and feed on the aphids found on
leaves or the aphids ‘farmed’ in ants’ nests. Others will feed on the caterpillars of
micro moths and leaf beetle larvae. Most Volucella larvae live in the nests of social
bees and wasps. Another tribe, Microdon, is a predator of ant broods where they
live deep inside the ants’ nests. So atypical are these larvae that during the 19th

Century they were identified as molluscs.

Whereas, the larvae of most species use camouflage as a defence mechanism,
adult hoverflies regularly use mimicry. The exact use of this technique is not fully
understood and many theories abound.

After lunch, during which the group was able to enjoy the many butterflies showing
well around the car park, we studied some of the important diagnostic features of
hoverflies. Wing venation, which had previously looked to me to be a confusing
diagram of lines, was clearly explained. With the help of both photographs and by
looking under the microscope at pinned specimens, a sense of understanding was
achieved.

We then moved onto recording hoverflies as adults and were advised of the species
which are associated with certain seasonal flowers. We also had the opportunity to
use some of the excellent literature which had been produced by Stuart and Roger
in order to identify the provided specimens into their various tribes. We each had
ind
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individual access to a x10/x30 microscope which were perfect for our needs. Stuart
displayed higher magnification images of pinned specimens so that we could obtain
a better idea of some of the details which were imperative for accurate identification.
Our next microscopic work involved identifying the species amongst one of the
major tribes, Eristalis. This genus has proved, in the past, to be a difficult one for
me to break down to species level, as there are many similarities amongst them.

The methods of collecting, displaying and maintaining voucher specimens were
shown. Details of stockists of the equipment necessary for these tasks were also
provided.

This was an informative and interesting workshop which was held in a relaxed
atmosphere. Hopefully, the attending students will have improved their identi-
fication skills and go on to submit their records to the Hoverfly Recording Scheme.
Tentative plans were made for a follow-up course to be held in the coming autumn.
Thanks go to Roger and Stuart for their invaluable input, to Tony Irwin and NNNS
for organising this event and to David Nobbs for managing the venue.

Nick Elsey

Hoverfly Coverage Map
Stuart Ball subsequently sent maps of the Norfolk recorded hoverfly species and
below the DMAP shows the tetrad coverage from where records have been
received  (Dates range from pre-1980 to more or less present) - as you can see
there is plenty of scope to find new sightings.

15
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In my greenhouse
Sylvia Fairhead

I’d like to tell you about the Bank Voles that live in my greenhouse. At one end
we store logs overwinter where I have otherwise an empty spot. The Bank Voles
have lived in there now for several years. I feed them and they always have a
small dish of water.

On March 6th we found a very interesting log. Interesting, because it had been
hollowed out, presumably by the Bank Voles. The log was 10” long with a hole in
one end, 2½” across. The whole had been dug to the far end but not quite through
it. Inside the log it was about ½ full of wood shavings. There was a hole in top of
the log that was 3½” long by 1½” across (see photos).

It doesn’t finish there, a week later, getting more logs in we found a nest in a gap
between some logs. This contained, dried Oak and Beech leaves. Threads of blue
nylon string, and some fluffy bits that had been taken from a hanging basket liner.
Was this the work of the Bank Voles again?

They certainly make themselves at home in there, don’t they! By the way I feed
them on sunflower seeds, currants, eating apples, pieces of cooked pastry and
sometimes bits of cheese and fresh bread. No wonder they like it in there! It’s also
fun for me watching them pop out for food. I love them.

Mammal Recording

On the last page of Nats’ Gallery there is a tetrad coverage Dmap of all the
received sightings of Mammals for 2012. As the map clearly shows (as with the
hoverfly coverage map on page 15 ) there are many areas without a single record.

Sylvia Fairhead who writes about Bank Voles in her greenhouse (above) thought-
fully sent the observation in with a grid reference attached so the sighting can be
added to the 2014 mammal database.

Whether its a mammal in the garden or a casual observation while on a walk all
records count if accompanied by the basics:

WHAT is it? (Species)
WHERE is it? (Location / grid ref)
WHEN was it?  (Date)

Any additional information is also very welcome.
Francis Farrow - Norfolk Mammal Recorder
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Tony Leech

Everyone knows that fungi ‘fruit’ in the autumn and that is certainly the only time
you will find most agarics (gill fungi) and boletes. But there are exceptions, St.
George’s Mushroom Calocybe gambosa (quite unrelated to the Field Mushroom)
appears, as its name suggests, towards the end of April. Other aptly named agarics
include Spring Fieldcap Agrocybe praecox and Spring Cavalier Melanoleuca
cognata.

The real spring fungi, however, are the discomycetes, a very large group of fungi
in which the spores are produced on the upper surface of a flat, saucer- or cup
shaped fruiting body. Many grow on dead plant material and close-up are
incredibly beautiful  but only a few are large enough to catch the general natural-
ist’s eye. This year I have been sent a remarkable number of records of Cedar Cup
Geopora sumneriana which is not only beautiful but unambiguously identifiable
from a photograph, forming as a hollow sphere just below ground and opening to
reveal its grey-violet spore-producing surface. Its habitat is distinctive too –
always under cedar trees as it is one of the few discomycetes to form a
mycorrhizal association with a tree.

It is not immediately obvious, but morels are also discomycetes. They are stalked
and the ’cup’ folded and wrinkled to increase the surface area.  They too are
spring fungi and some are good and edible. I would not describe morels as
common in Norfolk (although the small Black Morel Morchella elater is
becoming increasingly so on woodchips) but the False Morel Gyromitra esculenta
is extremely uncommon, hitherto known in Norfolk from a single record (Kelling,
1981; Reg & Lil Evans). That is until Dave Shearing sent me a photograph of one
growing in his garden at Rushford, east of Thetford and only just in Norfolk.
Beware, however, the specific name is a misnomer. The False Morel is poisonous
although it is said that if the fungus is boiled for an hour it becomes edible. I
wouldn't trust this and can't believe a fungus boiled for an hour is worth eating
anyway!  The poisonous principle is gyromitrin which breaks down in the body to
the toxic  monomethylhydrazine – perhaps better known as a rocket propellant.

If you are prepared to look for ‘spots and dots’, spring, or even winter, foraying
can be productive. The three Norfolk Fungus Study Group forays which have
taken place this year have yielded, respectively: 50 species (Lion’s Mouth,
Felbrigg in January); 30 species (Swanton Novers Great Wood in February) and
30 species (two sites near Acle in March). The majority of these were on dead
wood and not all were in good condition!



The following is part of a paper that was published in
Vol. VI. 1894-95 TO 1898-99

ABSTRACT OF A PAPER ON OLD-TIME YARMOUTH
NATURALISTS

BY F. DANBY PALMER, V.P. YARMOUTH SECTION

Read at Yarmouth, 18 th March, 1895

LILLY WIGG, of whom so little is known. The late Hampden Glasspoole
compiled a notice of his life, which has appeared in our Transactions' (vol. ii.
p. 269). There is one fact with regard to him which is never forgotten by
naturalists. I allude to the eating of the Red-breasted Goose,  as to which i t
has been stated that the only example of this beautiful and extremely rare species,
recorded as procured in Norfolk, is the one mentioned by most of our local authorities
as purchased by him in the Yarmouth market. This specimen, however, according
to contemporary evidence, was plucked and eaten, and its claim to a place in the
Norfolk list must rest entirely on the credibility of the statements respecting it
made by himself. In Sir William Hooker's manuscript notes from 1807 to 1840,
"Touching the Natural History of Yarmouth and its Environs," Mr. Wigg's name
appears on the title page, associated with that of the late Mr. Dawson Turner and
others, as joint contributors ; whilst, among the entries, signed the init ials “ L.
W.," is  "Red-breasted Goose shot near Yarmouth." Mr. Hunt, who gives a very
accurately-coloured plate of this species in his British Birds,' published in 1815,
and was well aware of its rarity in collections, remarks : " Mr. Wigg, of Yarmouth,
informs us that he purchased a specimen in the Market Place of that borough a few
years since." And the following explanation, as given by Mr. Dawson Turner to
Mr. J. H. Gurney, after Wigg's decease is, I have no doubt, correct. The latter
gentleman, it seems, had a habit, arising from a curiosity, partly scientific and
partly gastronomic, of tasting every variety of bird in his way ; and not aware, at
the time, of its real value, and ate this Goose as one he had never before tasted, and
was not a little chagrined afterwards to find that he had sacrificed so great a
rarity. It is further interesting to note, as regards this worthy, that Messrs.
Sheppard and Whitear, writing in 1825 state Wigg had two specimens of the
Castaneous Duck, both killed at different times in the neighbourhood of Yarmouth.
One of these he presented to Youell, while the other he appears again to have eaten.

       181188



The next issue of ‘The Norfolk Natterjack’ will be August 2014.
Please send all articles / notes and photographic material to the editor

as soon as possible by
July 1st 2014 to the following address:

Francis Farrow, ‘Heathlands’, 6 Havelock Road, Sheringham,
Norfolk, NR26 8QD. Email:  francis.farrow@btinternet.com

Membership subscriptions
The N&NNS membership year runs from 1st April to 31st March.

During this time members will receive four copies of the quarterly
Natterjack newsletter, and annual copies of the Transactions of the
Society, and the Norfolk Bird & Mammal Report. A full summer
programme of excursions and a winter programme of talks are also
organised annually.

Membership renewals are due on 1st April each year and should be sent
to the treasurer:
  • David Richmond, 42 Richmond Rise, Reepham, Norfolk, NR10 4LS.

New memberships should also be sent to:
  • David Richmond at the above address.

Current rates are £20 for individual, family and group memberships
(£30 for individuals living overseas).
Cheques payable to: Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society.

Nats’ Gallery: All photographs are very welcome, especially to accompany an article or
document a record, occasionally however, because of space limitations, preference may
have to be given to Norfolk-based images, or to those subjects depicting interesting or
unusual behaviour, or are less commonly (or rarely) seen in print.
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