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Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society Recorders
Mammals
 General  Dr Dave Leech   BTO, The Nunnery, Thetford, IP24 2PU
  E-mail: dave.leech@bto.org
 Badgers  John Crouch   2, Chestnut Cottages, Guton Hall Lane, Brandiston,
  Norwich,  NR10 4PH  E-mail: norfolkbadgers@yahoo.co.uk
 Bats  John Goldsmith   Barn Cottage, Wheelers Lane, Seething,
  Norwich  NR15 1EJ   E-mail: john@aurum-ecology.co.uk

Birds   Dave & Jacquie Bridges   27, Swann Grove, Hempstead Road,
  Holt, NR25 6DP   E-mail: dnjnorfolkrec@btinternet.com

Reptiles & Amphibians John Buckley   77, Janson Rd, Shirley, Southampton, SO15 5GL
  E-mail: john.buckley@arc-trust.org
Fish
 Freshwater Dr Martin Perrow   ECON, Norwich Research Park, Colney Lane,
  Norwich, NR4   7UH  E-mail:  m.perrow@econ-ecology.com
 Marine   Rob Spray & Dawn Watson   1 Town Houses, Yoxford Rd, Sibton,
  Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 2LX
   E-mail: hello@seasearcheast.org.uk
Insects
 Butterflies  Andy Brazil   68, Albany Road, Great Yarmouth, NR31 0EE
  E-mail: recorder@norfolkbutterflies.co.uk
 Moths  Jim Wheeler   Iveygreen, Town St., Upwell, Wisbech, PE14 9AD
  E-mail: jim@norfolkmoths.org.uk
 Beetles  Martin Collier   Hillside Cottage, Syleham, Eye, IP21 4LL
  E-mail: collierm.beetles@virgin.net
 Mayflies  Francis Farrow   Heathlands, 6, Havelock Road, Sheringham,
  NR26 8QD   E-mail: francis.f@virgin.net
 Bumblebees / David Richmond   42, Richmond Rise, Reepham, Norwich, NR10 4LS
 Grasshoppers & Crickets            E-mail: richmond.42rr@btinternet.com
 Lacewings, Sponge & Wax flies, Antlions, Alder flies, Snake flies, Scorpion flies & Snow flea
  Paul Cobb   34, Staithe Road, Heacham, King’s Lynn, PE31 7EE
 Aphids  Dr J I T Thacker   38, Gladstone,Street, Norwich, NR2 3BH
  E-mail: jit@caleopteryx.com
 Dragonflies Dr Pam Taylor   Decoy Farm, Decoy Rd, Potter Heigham,
  Gt Yarmouth, NR29 5LX   E-mail: BDSPamTaylor@dragonflysoc.org.uk
 Parasitic Hymenoptera Graham Hopkins   15, Matlock Road, Norwich, NR1 1TL
  E-mail: hopkinsecology@yahoo.co.uk
 Solitary Bees & Wasps Tim Strudwick   16, Beech Way, Brundall, Norwich,
  NR13 5ND   E-mail: timstrud@tiscali.co.uk
 Ants  Doreen Wells   1, Cobden Terrace, Northgate Street,
  Gt Yarmouth, NR30 1BT   E-mail: wells_doreen@hotmail.com
 Hoverflies  Stuart Paston,  25 Connaught Road, Norwich, NR2 3BP
  E-mail: stuartpaston@yarhoo.co.uk
 Other Insects Dr Tony Irwin   Natural History Dept., Shirehall, Market Avenue,
  Norwich,   NR1 3JQ  E-mail:  tony.Irwin@norfolk.gov.uk

Spiders & Harvestmen Phillip Collyer,  9 Lowther Road, Norwich, NR4 6QN
  E-mail: pipcollyer@yahoo.co.uk

Woodlice & Pseudoscorpions Dick Jones   14, Post Office Rd., Dersingham, King’s Lynn,
Centipedes & Millipedes PE31 6PH   E-mail: rej@johalpinjones.eclipse.co.uk

Freshwater Molluscs Dr Roy Baker   126, Pelican Row, Norwich Rd., Tacolneston,
  Norwich, NR16 1AL   E-mail: annbaker7@btinternet.com

Marine Invertebrates (incl.  Molluscs) Rob Spray & Dawn Watson   1 Town Houses, Yoxford
   Road, Sibton, Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 2LX
  E-mail: hello@seasearcheast.org.uk



Galls  Rex Hancy   124, Fakenham Road, Taverham, Norwich, NR8 6QH
 E-mail: ardea@andricus.fsnet.co.uk

Vascular Plants
 East Norfolk Bob Ellis   11, Havelock Rd., Norwich, NR2 3HQ ,
  E-mail: bob@elymus.demon.co.uk
 West Norfolk Richard Carter  367 Doddshill, Dersingham, King’s Lynn, PE30 4DJ
  E-mail: rcarter@rsk.co.uk

Mosses & Liverworts
 East Norfolk Mary Ghullam   5, Beech Drive, Cromer Road, North Walsham,
  NR28 0BZ   E-mail: mylia@btinernet.com
 West Norfolk Robin Stevenson    111, Wootton Rd., King’s Lynn, PE30 4DJ
  E-mail: crs111@talktalk.net
Algae
 Marine       Rob Spray & Dawn Watson   1 Town Houses, Yoxford Rd, Sibton,
 (Seaweeds)  Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 2LX   E-mail: hello@seasearcheast.org.uk
Lichens  Peter Lambley   The Cottage, Elsing Rd., Lyng, Norwich, NR9 5RR
 E-mail: plambley@aol.com

Fungi  Dr Tony Leech   3, Eccles Road, Holt, NR25 6HJ   E-mail: leech@dialstart.net

Other Taxa Martin Horlock   Biodiversity Information Officer, R301 County Hall, Martineau
 Lane, Norwich, NR1 2SG   E-mail: martin.horlock@norfolk.gov.uk

Special interest groups
NNNS Photographic Group:
                B D Macfarlane, 10 Peregrine Road, Sprowston, Norwich, NR7 8JP
                Tel 01603 408647  E-mail: david.brian.macfarlane@gmail.com

For NNNS Microscopy enquires:
 S M Livermore, 70 Naseby Way, Dussindale, Norwich, NR7 0TP

               Tel 01603 431849  E-mail: stephenl@btinternet.com

Other Special Interest Groups have been formed to bring together those interested in studying particular
groups. They are not part of the NNNS but have similar aims to the Society.

Norfolk Amphibian & Reptile Group: P Parker, White Row Cottages, Leziate Drove,
               Pott Row, King's Lynn, PE32 1DB Tel 01553 630842
               E-mail:  philipparkerassociates@btconnect.com

Norfolk Bat Group: J G Goldsmith,The Barn Cottage, Seething, Norwich, NR15 1EJ
              Tel 01508 550003  E-mail: john@aurum-ecology.co.uk

Norwich Bat Group:  S Phillips E-mail: info@norwichbatgroup.org.uk

Norfolk Flora Group: S Harmer / R Carter, 67 Doddshill, Dersingham, King’s Lynn, PE31 6LP.
              Tel 07711870553 / 07711870554  E-mail: sharmer@rsk.co.uk / rcarter@rsk.co.uk

R W Ellis, 11 Havelock Road, Norwich, NR2 3HQ
  Tel 01603 662260  E-mail: bob@elymus.demon.co.uk

Norfolk Fungus Study Group: Dr A R Leech, 3 Eccles Road, Holt, NR25 6HJ
              Tel 01263 712282  E-mail: leech@dialstart.net

Norfolk Lichen Group: P W Lambley,The Cottage, Elsing Road, Lyng, Norwich,
              NR9 5RR  Tel 01603 872574  E-mail: Plambley@aol.com

Norfolk moth Survey: K G Saul, Albion, Main Road, Filby, Gt Yarmouth, NR29 3HS
              E-mail: kensaul@stone-angel.co.uk

Norfolk Spider Group:  P Collyer, 9 Lowther Road, Norwich, NR4 6QN
               Tel 01603 259703  E-mail: pipcollyer@yahoo.co.uk

Norfolk & Suffolk Bryological Group: Mrs M P Ghullam, 5 Beech Drive, Cromer Road,
               North Walsham, NR28 0BZ  Tel 01692 402013  E-mail: mylia@btinternet.com
               C R Stevenson, 111 Wootton Road, King's Lynn, PE30 4DJ
               Tel 01553 766788  E-mail:  crs111talktalk.net
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There has been a few changes to the Recorders and Special Interest
Groups so could all members concerned please check their entries to
make sure that the details are correct and let me know if they spot
any errors.

Thanks to all contributors (text, illustration and images). I hope you
find something of interest - whether it be plant, insect, amphibian,
bird or mammal.

Please note also the special instructions on page 18 regarding the
August edition of ‘ .

Fine weather we're having
Laurie Hall

Given the superb weather that Norfolk experienced in autumn and early
winter of 2011-12, I decided to record how this allowed angiosperms (flower-
ing plants) to flower over an extended period. To do this, I recorded plants in
flower on 14 dates from Dec 1. 2011 to Jan. 16 2012. The dates in question were
Dec. 1,6,8,14,15,22,27,and 31 and Jan. 1,4,7,9, 16 and 25. The results are
displayed below with some 85 species from 27 families in flower.

To qualify as being 'in flower', buds had to be present and split enough to show
petals/tepals with grasses/rushes having to show young floral parts, not remnants.
Male flowers in the form of catkins had to be obviously developed.

Some plants seemed particularly well suited to take advantage of the growing
season extension. With regard to families, the Asteraceae (Daisy/Dandelion
family) were well ahead of the rest, almost exactly one quarter of the total appear-
ing from this one group. Perhaps the composite nature of the flower (what appear
to be petals each being in fact one of many complete flowers) suits a long, mild
season. As to individual plants, some half dozen appeared in large number. These
were Sonchus oleraceus, Lapsana communis, Senecio jacobaea (all Asteraceae) and
Aethusa cynapis, Dactylus glomeratus and Geranium robertianum, the latter
disappearing by January. A further seven or so were quite frequent though more
thinly spread. These were Lamium album, Bellis perennis, Raphanus raphanoides,
Capsella bursa-pastoris and Urtica urens. (for common names of these plants
see next page).
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Plants in flower Dec.2011- Jan 2012

 (Classification in agreement with Old Stace.)

Ranunculaceae (Buttercup family)
Ranunculus bulbosus (Bulbous Buttercup),
R. ficaria (Lesser Celandine)

Berberidaceae (Barberry family)
Mahonia aquifolium (Oregon grape)

Papaveraceae (Poppy family)
Papaver rhoeas (Common poppy)

Fumariaceae (Fumitory family)
Ceratocapnos claviculata (Climbing Corydalis),
Fumaria bastardii (Tall Ramping Fumitory)

Urticaceae (Nettle family)
Urtica dioica (Common Nettle),
U. urens (Small Nettle)

Betulaceae (Birch family)
Alnus glutinosa (Alder),
Betula pendula (Silver birch)
B. pubescens (Downy Birch),
Corylus avellana (Hazel)

Caryophyllaceae (Pink family)
Cerastium fontanum (Common Mouse-ear),
Lychnis flos-cuculi (Ragged Robin),
Silene dioica (Red Campion),
S. latifolia (White Campion),
S. x hampeana (S.dioica x S. latifolia) (S.x
intermedia),
Spergula arvensis (Corn Spurrey)
Stellaria media (Chickweed)

Polygonaceae (Knotweed family)
Persicaria maculosa (Redshank)

Malvaceae (Mallow family)
Malva sylvestris (Common Mallow)

Violaceae (Violet family)
Viola arvensis (Field Pansy),
V. odorata (Sweet Violet)

Brassicaceae (Cabbage family)
Capsella bursa-pastoris (Shepherd's Purse),
C. flexuosa (Wavy Bitter-cress),
C. hirsuta (Hairy Bitter-cress),
Erophila verna (Common Whitlow-grass),
Raphanus raphanistrum (Wild Radish)
Sinapis alba (White Mustard),
S. arvensis (Charlock),
Sisymbrium officinale (Hedge Mustard),
Thlaspi arvense (Field Penny-cress)

Ericaceae (Heather family)
Calluna vulgaris (Ling)

Primulaceae (Primrose family)
Primula vulgaris (Primrose)

Rosaceae (Rose
family)
Rubus aggregate (Brambles)

Fabaceae (Pea family)
Ulex europaeus (Gorse)

Onagraceae (Willowherb family
Oenothera glazioviana (Large-flowered
Evening Primrose)

Euphorbiaceae (Spurge family)
Euphorbia helioscopa (Sun Spurge),
E. peplus (Petty spurge)
Mercurialis perennis (Dog's Mercury)

Geraniaceae (Geranium family)
Erodium cicutarium (Common Stork's-bill)
Geranium molle (Dove's-foot Cranesbill),
G. robertianum (Herb- Robert)

Apiaceae (Carrot family)
Aethusa cynapium (Fool's Parsley),
Anthriscus sylvestris (Cow Parsley)
Chaerophyllum temulem (Rough Chervil),
Heracleum sphondylium (Hogweed)

Apocynaceae (Periwinkle family)
Vinca major (Greater Periwinkle)

Solanaceae (Nightshade family)
Solanum nigra (Black Nightshade)

Lamiaceae (Dead-nettle family )
Ballota nigra (Black Horehound),
Lamium album (White Dead-nettle),
L. purpureum (Red Dead-nettle),
Teucrium scorodonia (Wood Sage)

Poaceae (Grass family)
Anithansa ster i l is  (Barren Brome)
Arrenatherum elatius (False Oat-grass),
Bromus hordeaceus (Soft Brome),
Cynosurus cristatus (Crested Dog's Tail),

 (Cock's-foot),
 (Wall Barley),

 (Annual Meadow-grass),
 (Smooth Meadow-grass)

Scrophulariaceae (Figwort family)
Veronica hederofolia (Ivy-leaved Speedwell),
V. persica (Common Field-speedwell)
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Asteraceae (Daisy family)
Achillea millefolium (Yarrow),
Bellis perennis (Daisy),
Carduus nutans (Musk Thistle),
Chrysanthemum segetum (Corn Marigold),
Cirsium palustre (Marsh Thistle),
Conyza canadensis (Canadian Fleabane),
C. sumatrensis (Guernsey Fleabane),
Crepis capillaris (Smooth Hawk'sbeard),
Galinsoga quadr imaculata  (Shaggy
Soldier) ,
Hypochaer is radicata (Cat's-ear),
Lapsana communis (Nipplewort),
Matricaria discoidea (Pineapple Weed),
Senecio jacobaea (Ragwort),
S. vulgaris (Groundsel),
Sonchus asper (Prickly Sow-thistle),
S. oleraceus (Smooth Sow-thistle),
Taraxacum aggregate (Dandelions),
Tripleurospermum inodorum (Scentless
Mayweed)

Juncaceae (Rush family)
Juncus effusus (Soft Rush)

Liliaceae (Lily family)
 (Snowdrop),

 aggregate (Dafffodil)

Observations on the decline in the numbers of Peacock and
Small Tortoiseshell butterflies

Robert Maidstone

In the last Transactions, Vol 44 pt 1 (2011), Andy Brazil in the Butterfly Report
mused on the reasons for the recent decline in Peacock butterfly sightings which
fell off seven weeks after the 1st of April, about the beginning of June, when no
larval webs were recorded.  The reasons stated were a) so few Peacocks survived
the winter breeding was affected, b) something affected the food plant (nettles)
and c) parasites attacked the eggs/young larvae, thus no spun webs. He also men-
tioned that all the nettle feeders had a bad year consistent with the general decline.

My own records of Small Tortoiseshell butterflies from the early 1970’s are some-
what sparse but show that over wintering butterflies were normally flying in late
March and eggs were present from early April in most years.  From 1980 I owned
a small holding and kept sheep on two small paddocks that were also used to store
bits of farming equipment and wood piles.  Around these obstacles patches of
nettles grew and although the sheep did eat the older plants in late summer I
regularly sprayed off the more vigorous patches to encourage the grass.  Before
spraying I would check for egg batches or young larvae on the nettles.  I tried
several different spraying regimes to encourage the butterflies to lay in particular
parts of the paddocks.

I found that most of the egg batches I observed were laid on the outside edge of
relatively small patches of nettles, less than 1 m across, or on single plants near to
larger patches.  The large areas I left for the butterflies were seldom used but after
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the larvae had consumed most of the individual
plant on which they had hatched, they did wander
onto the larger patches.

From the mid 1980’s I was also cultivating
part of the land for vegetables, including
early potatoes, so I was conscious of the occur-
rence of frosts.  During this  period I   noticed that
the young nettle plants were also affect by frost
causing the tops to ‘wilt’ for an hour or two in the
early morning.  Nettle plants in the grassland were often
affected before those around my cultivated vegetable plots.
I have a note in mid 1990 that 1st brood larvae were significantly reduced in
those years when there had been late frosts, and often there was no build up of later
broods. I was reminded of these observations having read first the Weather Report for
May 2010 ‘..ground frosts unusually frequent..’ and later Andy Brazils notes on the
Peacock.  Although I have not checked all the weather reports in previous year’s
Transactions and in the few I have looked at not all mentioned frosts but in the 1999
report it was mentioned that it was ‘..the first May since 1970 with no air or ground
frosts.’

If, as I believe, the eggs and larvae of both Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock butterflies
(and possibly the other nettle feeders) are not ‘frost hardy’ then the  incidence of a
single, late frost in May would have a significant effect on the species survival as the
eggs and larvae are found on the tops of the nettles which are most affected by frost.

I have therefore added another theory for the decline in these nettle feeding butterflies,
which aligns with the timing of Andy’s two possibilities (b) something affecting the
nettle plants, and (c) the failure to establish webs for the 1st brood larvae.

Rare Willow hybrid in Norfolk
Laurie Hall

In the Summer 2011 issue of Natterjack I reported that a willow in Felthorpe had
been possibly identified by the referees (Mr. D. Meikle assisted by Mrs. J.Webb)
as Salix x felina, the extremely rare hybrid of Salix repens x S. myrsinifolia,
but that catkins had to be submitted before identification could be confirmed. I
was slightly unhappy about the identification as S. myrsinifolia does not occur in
Norfolk. Catkins were duly submitted and I was delighted when the hybrid was iden-
tified as Salix x doniana (S. repens x S. purpurea.) Both parents occur within half a
mile of one another in the village. This hybrid is as rare as S.x felina, with the Norfolk
site being one of only four groups in the UK. There are three conjoined sites near
Formby in Lancashire, (identified 2000-2009), two fairly close sites in Scotland
(reported 1930 or earlier) and one in the West  Country (reported 1987-99.) Mrs.
Webb estimates that there may be as few as twenty-five plants of this hybrid at
these sites. Norfolk therefore has a distinct rarity.

Small Tortoiseshell
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 Blandford Fly Hysteria?
Robert Maidstone

The article by Colin Jacobs in Natterjack, no 115, raises several issues not least,
can any of the individuals mentioned, including Colin, actually correctly identify
a Blandford fly?

The genus Simulium contains at least twenty species of small black flies all of
whom bite to some extent.  The identification is somewhat difficult some needing
inspection of genitalia preparations or larval chromosomes.  New species are still
being discovered or separated from similar species.  Some dozen or so species
have been recorded from Norfolk but not S. posticatum, yet.

Insect bites, of which I am well accustomed, even if not felt while the insect is
feeding generally itch afterwards and if scratched often swell more than un-
scratched bites whether this is due to the scratching spreading an irritant within
the flesh or to secondary infection from the skin flora I’m not sure.

Of the species I have encountered Simulium ornatum is a species that does bite
man, (me included) and other than the irritating itch and red weal does not trouble
me much, and it was easily identified from the specimen caught at Long Stratton
[Maidstone 2010].  With the advent of the study of larval polytene chromosomes
it is now considered that S. ornatum exists as two sibling species.

Some of the smaller species, believed to be S. latipes since I never had time to fish
the bodies out of milk filter after finishing milking, used to bite me and my cow
while milking never left any lasting signs after feeling the prick as they bit.

However since moving to Great Moulton I have had several similar experiences to
those reported by Colin.  Interestingly on all the occasions I was bitten the bite
occurred between 6.30 and 7.30 in the morning.  Also my bites were too situated
around the ankles and lower leg, while wearing shorts but despite having no shirt
on no bites were found on my upper body.

On the first occasion I rubbed and scratched the site liberally during the following
day and by evening had a large reddened swollen area around the bite with a
small, 4mm diameter, blister filled with clear liquid at the point of the bite.  Even
though this blister burst it soon reformed and remained for several days after the
itching abated.  When finally the blister burst the second time it was found to con-
tain a mushroom shaped piece of white tissue, which I have retained, attached to
the bites site in the skin.

Following subsequent attacks I was more careful and refrained from scratching, as
far as was possible, and whilst a blister always formed and itched the reaction was
much less severe.
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One of these black flies from Great Moulton was caught and as it did not comfort-
ably fit the keys I had I passed it to Tony Irwin who identified it as Simulium
argyreatum.

Others who have recorded the biting habits of Simulium sp. differ slightly from
my experience.  Cassella and Hay [1991] and Cloudsley-Thompson [1955] both
state the bites were received in the afternoon.  In the Cassel and Hay [1991] case
the bites were on the upper leg of two young men, slightly above the knee while
in the Cloudsley-Thompson [1955] case the bite was on the arm.

Cloudsley-Thompson [1955] had the insect identified as S. venustum and did not
mention any abnormal after effects while Cassella and Hay [1991] dealt with the
serious dermal lesion caused after bite from S. posticatum. S. venustum is now
considered a synonym of S. posticatum.

The three ladies quoted in Jacobs [2011] were all bitten on the legs but no indica-
tion of the time of day was mentioned nor, unfortunately, was the insect retained.

Based on the above information it is possible that more than one species of
Simulium can cause severe reactions and that both men and women are affected.
The question remains however why in other cases no adverse effects develop?

Since not all species bite humans the reaction in an individual human to a bite
may depend on their personal susceptibility or the species of fly concerned.  It has
also been suggested that the inoculation into the skin of filarial nematode or other
parasite causes the severe reaction.

What is now needed is some carefully recorded cases of Black fly bites, with or
without severe reactions, and the specimen being retained and identified.
References
Cassella, J.P. & Hay, J. (1991) Dermal Lesions and Simulium posticatum: a report from Central England.
Entomologist 110 (1), 29-32
Cloudsley-Thompson, J.L. (1955) The Black fly Simulium venustum biting man. Entomologist 88: 18-19
Jacobs, C. (2011) The effects of possible Blandford fly bites in Norfolk. The Norfolk Natterjack 115 4-5
Maidstone R. (2010) Chapel bloodsuckers! The Norfolk Natterjack 111 6-7
Post J.R. (1981) Distribution of Black flies (Diptera: Simuliidae) in Trans. Norf. Nor. Nat. Soc. 25. 153-163
Smart J. (1944) The British Simuliidae. SCSI. Pub. Fresh W. Boil. Ass. Brit. Emp. No 9
Williams, T (1991) The ubiquitous occurrence of Simulium posticatum (Diptera) in rivers around Oxford.
Entomologist 110(1) 33-36

Free Journals
I’m clearing a shelf or two so the following publications are available:
NNNS Bird and Mammal Report - 1982 to 95, 1997 to 2000 Trans. 1998 - 2000 &07
BSBI Watsonia - 1981(Vol 13 part 3), 1990-2009 (Vols 18-27), 2010 (Vol 28 pts 1&2)
BSBI News - 1990 to 2010 (Nos 54 - 115)
Amateur Entomologists’ Society Bulletin 1990 (Vol 43), 1994-2010 (Vols 53-69)
Butterfly Conservation News - 1992 to 1994 (Nos 51 - 56)
Please contact Francis Farrow (francis.f@virgin.net / 01263 823775) if interested.
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Hoverfly records
Dear Member,

Following some gentle persuasion I recently agreed to become the Society’s
county  recorder for hoverflies. The creation of this newly designated  post reflects
awareness  of a fast growing interest in these flies  that is likely to be given a
further boost  this year with the  publication of Britain’s Hoverflies by Stuart Ball
and Roger Morris. This guide, aimed at beginners to the family, hopes to have the
same impact as the earlier British Hoverflies by Alan Stubbs and Steven Falk
(1983, second edition 2002) in encouraging  more people to take up the study of
a group containing some of our most attractive flies.

Last year I spent time examining and identifying hoverflies, mostly of Norfolk
origin,held  within the Norwich Museum insect collections and this data has now
been incorporated into the new Atlas of the Hoverflies of Great Britain ( Ball,
Morris et al.), providing historical context to more recent Norfolk records.
Distribution maps are accompanied by an assessment of status for each species
based on statistical analysis of data received over the life span of the recording
schemes 1976-2011. As always there are gaps in the coverage of many species
which requires further investigation so this timely publication can serve as a
springboard for future research.

Some hoverflies are so distinctive that they can be easily identified in the field but
for others a good photograph, showing key characters, will be required for accept-
ance. For those recorders who are willing, the collecting of specimens will be
necessary  in cases where determination can only be made by microscopic exam-
ination (most Cheilosia, Heringia and Pipiza for example). Specimens can be sent
to me at the address below.

All records received will be forwarded to the national Hoverfly Recording Scheme
via NBIS. Existing recorders who send records direct to the HRS can continue to
do so as the data will find its way back to me. For those who are still resisting
computer use I will happily accept paper records so please do not be deterred
from contributing.

I look forward to receiving your records for 2012. Lists from gardens, churchyards,
and green lanes can all help to build a picture of the hoverfly fauna in areas lack-
ing more substantial  habitat. If you are experienced in studying hoverflies and
have been monitoring an area for some time I would be particularly interested to
hear of species that you are no longer finding as well as those you are.

Stuart Paston.
25 Connaught Road, Norwich.
NR2 3BP. Tel: 07910 517842.

E-mail: stuartpaston@yahoo.com
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Phymastodes testaceus (Tan Bark beetle)
Colin Jacobs

On Monday 5th March 2012 I was presented with an adult longhorn beetle with a
bluish elytra and black head. The finder was a lady who lived in Sprowston  near
Norwich and was found in her firewood stacked by the fire. I located the beetle in
my Octopus guide to Beetles where it says it is a
beetle of deciduous wood- lands. I have never
seen this beetle before either by sweeping, beating
or trapping and was told the longhorn was found in
oak logs taken from the Somerleyton estate
near Lowestoft Suffolk.

(The beetle is widespread and its larvae live for a year in hardwoods, especially
oak. Apparently it is not uncommon that they emerge from stacks of firewood.
Normally the beetle would fly after dusk in June and July - Ed.)

 An Albino Frog
Colin Jacobs

Whilst visiting Mousehold Heath Norwich on the 22nd March 2012 I found an
albino Common Frog (Rana temporina) in amongst the many hundreds of other
normal frogs in the Vinegar Pond. I managed to get some photographs and it was
a male as it was copulating with a normal female. I am not sure if albino frogs are
sterile or if not do they produce normal young? There was a rumour amongst the
many photographers who gather there that an albino was present but this was the
first time I had seen it for myself.

 New large-scale project on Bats in the wider Norwich area
Do you live in or close to Norwich? If you do – “The Big Norwich Bat Project”
wants your help! We are aiming to conduct bat surveys across the whole of Norwich
and the surrounding area. If you would be interested in learning more about the bats
near your home and are willing to let us conduct a survey on your property for just a
single night between April and June please contact us. Importantly we only need one
site for each 1-km square, so you need to be quick in expressing interest if you
would like to take part!  Find out more here:

http://www.norwichbatgroup.org.uk/project.html
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Bullfinches and Hen Harriers
Tony Howes

A recent trip to Sculthorpe to look around the Hawk & Owl Trust reserve proved
interesting.  Our main reason for going was that Bullfinches had been coming to
the feeders at one of the hides and we hoped that they would oblige.  We were
lucky and saw at least six birds, photographing them at the table was simple
enough, getting good images on the surrounding bushes and trees proved more
difficult but eventually perseverance paid off.  Also in attendance at the feeders
were Water Rails, sneaking out of the rough grass and sedge to have a quick feed
on the spilt seeds on the ground, before slinking back into the shadows of the
undergrowth.  Water Rails are always nervous, and have a dislike for being out in
the open for too long, seeing these delightful birds was well worth the journey.

I have been trying to photograph Short-eared Owls this winter and although I have
seen them often, invariably they have been too distant for photography, but it has
been very interesting to observe their behaviour.  They are more elegant than the
Barn Owl, with a more buoyant flight and longer wings.  At the same site I have
also photographed both male and female Hen Harriers.  All these raptors there
including the Barn Owls, were being mobbed, while they hunted, by Crows.  It
must be misery for them to be pestered like this, but that’s nature for you.

Raw in tooth and claw…and beak
Nick Elsey

During a late February morning I was attempting to trace my ancestors amongst
the gravestones in Cringleford churchyard.

Close to the wall, where the memorial plaques have been erected, I saw what I
initially thought to be two male Blackbirds fighting on the grass. I noticed there
were a good number of feathers lying around this area. I soon realised that the bird
on the ground was motionless and saw the one on top repeatedly peck it on the
head.

Assuming the bird underneath to be dead, I watched as the other would hop away
a short distance before re-launching itself in attack mode. I carried on with my
personal quest, but each time I glanced back to the Blackbirds the ‘victor’ would
either be in the process of attack or about to attack. In all, I confirmed this
behaviour for nearly one hour.
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I was tempted to remove the corpse so as to relieve the victor from having to
sustain his presumable dominance, but decided to let nature run its course.

Several questions occurred to me. Was the dead bird the incumbent or an inter-
loper into the other’s territory? Having expended so much energy in protecting his
patch or mate, would the victor be too weak to defend his hard fought victory if
another male arrived on the scene? Why did they fight to the death or was it just a
lucky blow that did the final deed? Was the dead bird the victim of natural causes,
or a predator, which just happened to have fallen within another’s territory?

When I scanned my 2 photographs and played them back to back, I was able to
watch the event in a ‘flip-book’ sequence which gave them an almost macabre
feel.

Strumpshaw Diary + Cley
Brian Macfarlane

As I write this at the end of March, the weather has been more like summer than
early Spring. It makes one feel good when the sun is on one’s back.

My health has not been good for the first two months of the year, with the cold
winds in particular keeping me indoors. Strumpshaw became a distant memory
until March when I started going again. Having got back it seems the birds were a
‘distant memory’ as well.

Having spoken to various friends, it seems the birds are in short supply in many
locations. However the warm sun has motivated nature in many ways, particularly
the number of flowering plants (some earlier than usual). Butterflies; Brimstone,
Comma, and Peacocks in good numbers. The Bittern has started booming , and I
actually saw it appear out of the reeds in front of the fen hide, and go past a
Chinese Water Deer.

You’ve heard of synchronized swimming, well I saw a pair of Greylag doing
synchronized flying (see photo). Later one of them started preening, and finished
upside down in the water waving to it’s mate. The cock Pheasants at this time of
the year look absolutely stunning. How could the ladies resist? As I entered the
reserve recently a Grey Squirrel gave me a quizzical look as he eyed up the bird
feeders hoping to mop up the dropped seed.

Nearer home, in fact in my garden, I have a pond. I was surprised the usual mass
legions of frogs had not invaded as they normally do in late February. For the last
three years at least I have had over a 100 frogs each time with  wall to wall spawn.
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All looked normal for a few days, and then a milky film appeared to cover the
spawn, and within days all the spawn had disappeared without trace. I have never
been able to find out what causes that. I thought it might be the water, or maybe
the frogs had a disease which caused the failure. Any suggestions would be appre-
ciated. This year I was suddenly aware, on Monday 26th March, of about 50 frogs
cavorting in the pond. Tuesday I checked to find they had done the business, and
Wednesday they had nearly all gone. Now that must go in the Guinness Book of
Records. Unless of course they were going private, and could not afford the fees
to stay longer. Now if they had plumbed for National Health maybe I could have
enjoyed them a bit more!

I heard that four Glossy Ibis had been seen at Strumpshaw briefly, and then they
turned up at Cantley. It seemed worth a trip to see them so I duly went and got
some photos, albeit quite some distance away. When the sun catches what appear
to be black birds, the colours stand out in gorgeous purples and reds.

Cley
I have been to Cley a few times, and spent time in the Daulk hide which is the
middle one of a group of three. A friend of mine recently visited Cley and sat in
the left hand hide of three. He hadn’t been there 5 minutes when a Kestrel flew in
from behind the hide, and landed a few feet away clutching a Weasel, which in
turn was holding a Mouse in its jaws. On landing the Weasel escaped leaving the
dead Mouse for the Kestrel, which promptly devoured it in front of a bemused
congregation! I asked him if I could see his photographs if any. He replied that he
did not take a camera or binoculars as he did not intend to stay more than half an
hour! Why is it when I sit in a hide for FIVE hours, I rarely see that much excite-
ment, when others come and go quickly and get the cream? ( It is called the luck
of the draw).

My last visit I will have seen the last of the Brent geese before they go off to their
breeding grounds. Two Spoonbills were seen just before I arrived (of course),
people love telling one what you have just missed. It is good news because we
would hope more will come back to breed like last year.

The Marsh Harriers don’t fly too close to the hide and appear to turn back at what
appears to be an invisible barrier. The Coot population are in full fighting mood,
chasing away anything that comes near however big or small, and also amongst
themselves.

Well, Spring has sprung, and the Peregrine falcons fly over periodically to scare
the living daylights out of every bird on the ground. Ideal for photography when
they fly in their masses, which is always an inspiring sight. After a few minutes
they return to their feeding site, and peace transcends again...........well until the
next time!
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Down at Whitlingham
Tony Howes

During the cold part of winter, when ice was forming on standing water, I
ventured down to Whitlingham Great Broad to see if anything unusual had turned
up there.  This particular morning, the southern side was free of ice, but it covered
the northern shore for maybe fifty yards out.  As the day advanced the breeze
strengthened, putting a chop on the water, and eventually large plates of ice began
to break away and drift over to the southern shore, complete with passengers con-
sisting of various gulls, ducks and geese.  It was interesting to see the reaction of
the birds as they came closer to the shore, the ducks and geese abandoned ship
while still way out but the gulls, Black-headed and Common, were braver and
stayed until the plates of ice began to crunch up and shatter on the shore.

When all had settled down again several Coots began diving close to the shore-
line, they were bringing up weed and possibly snails that were in the weed.  One
Black-headed gull soon caught on that a possible free meal was available and it
followed the Coots closely, as soon as they surfaced from a dive it was there,
looking intently at what they had brought up and then trying to pinch some before
they consumed it all.  Evolution taking place maybe.

Hans Watson

It has often been a puzzle to me why some individuals of a species should be far
more approachable than others of their kind. In many cases the reason is fairly
obvious. The animal may be sick, starving, or may have escaped from captivity
where it has become used to close contact with humans. Birdwatchers are
accustomed to finding birds that are exhausted, having just made landfall after
long  migration flights. These birds often seem oblivious to humans, but I always
feel that I should keep my distance and not take advantage of their plight.

Another obvious reason that animals may seem more approachable is when they
have young nearby. This behaviour is often exploited by unscrupulous photo-
graphers whose only concern is to get that ‘classic shot’, regardless of endanger-
ing the animal or young. There are many instances of rare birds deserting nests
and young because of such behaviour, and I often feel embarrassed to be seen
carrying a camera because of this kind of behaviour.

The most interesting examples of apparent tameness, are the individual animals
that seem to have made a conscious assessment of danger and exploit any situa-
tion that may benefit them. This includes birds that take advantage of picnic sites,



or Robins  and other birds accompanying gardeners. Also, Carrion Crows and
Herons taking bread from the hand in London parks.

There are, however, cases where apparently healthy individuals of normally very
wary species seem little concerned about humans close to them, and there is no
obvious reason. The group of waders known to birdwatcher as shanks, are re-
garded as hard to approach closely. In fact, Redshanks are often called “Sentinels
of the marsh” because of their habit of noisily alerting every other creature of the
approach of humans. Last autumn I discovered a Spotted Redshank that ap-
proached me closer than I have ever been to one before. It seemed in perfect
health and was well aware of my presence. Then a week or two later, I encoun-
tered a group of Knot feeding amongst cars on a car park, completely uncon-
cerned about people watching from very close range.

A note on a north wind
Dick Foyster

The autumn migration was well underway, little brown jobs in the sueda bushes,
great clanging battalions of pinkfeet heading south, early Whoopers at Welney,
but Ali and I were heading north. I could not help wondering if we were doing the
right thing as the ferry headed out into the black North Sea and a howling gale,
but then next morning as Fair Isle slipped by, I knew we had.

A few days before I had sat on Breydon North wall, in the corner where our old
houseboat had stood, somewhere where I had spent some 50 years of my life, my
beloved Breydon, how could I ever leave?

But now we have a new life far north in the land of the Viking – on the island of
Unst. Remote and wild like Breydon used to be, also I have different birds to
watch. In the morning when I open the door the Raven hangs in the wind above
my head while a dozen Hoodie Crows, like naughty boys, sit around on the rocks
by the slipway. An Otter that lives in the woodpile by the garage comes wander-
ing past the garden gate ignoring us as it slips down the rocks into the sea.

When we were here last summer lots of Fulmars were nesting at the foot of our
garden wall where it borders the cliffs, and from our kitchen window a pair of
‘Bonxies’, Great Skuas, could be seen at their nest, and patrolling around, but they
kept away from the Fulmars.

The orchids were not as good as the previous year, Common Spotted and Early
Purple, but we took some visiting botanist friends from Norfolk to the Keen of
Hammer, not far from where we live, to see Shetland Mouse-ear and Northern
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Rock Cress and they were not disappointed.

We look forward to 2012, being our first whole year beside Hermaness Nature
Reserve, the first of many years to come. Lots of birding all year round, many rar-
ities, I found a Subalpine Warbler last Spring, eastern race (albistriata), the earli-
est record for Shetland so I’m told. Unfortunately it had hit power lines near our
home and had died, but what was that little waife doing so far from home, therein
lies some of the joys of birdwatching.

So now we are contented in our island home and I can stand in my garden and
hear the call of a wandering Curlew, far up in a dark autumn night sky.

The ‘not so rare’ Barbastelle Bat in Norfolk
Mike Padfield

The Barbastelle Barbastella barbastellus is distributed throughout Europe, except
Iceland, Northern Ireland, Scotland, most of Scandinavia, Estonia and much of
southern Europe. The highest population density is probably in central Europe. It
is one of the rarest bats in western Europe, and is regarded as endangered in sever-
al countries. A population decrease has been reported over most of its European
range.
It is one of the UK’s rarest mammals and few maternity roost sites are known in
the UK.  It is widely distributed across southern England and across Wales but is
likely to have been significantly under-recorded within its range.  As Annex II
species some of the most important sites for Barbastelle are designated as Special
Areas of Conservation (strictly protected sites designated under the EC Habitats
Directive) e.g. Paston Great Barn, Norfolk.

The great majority of other records come from caves or abandoned mines / tun-
nels, which are important hibernation sites for a range of bat species.  Individual
bats are sometimes discovered in buildings during summer or recorded as part of
transect surveys.

Norfolk is considered a stronghold for the species, having been recorded in 42
1km squares since 1990 (source NBIS, 2009).  They favour ancient woodland and
generally roost in suitable trees such as in Sheringham Park, Felbrigg Hall and the
Sandringham estate, but can forage over large distances >20km from their roosts,
having been recorded flying through towns and villages and along the coast.  This
large foraging area and wide distribution across the county means they may be
recorded almost anywhere where their favoured food micro-lepidoptera occur.

My own observations of the species started in 2007 when during bat studies
undertaken for a proposed wind farm in Essex we found numerous Barbastelles
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using an ancient woodland called Bloodhounds Wood.  Confirmed roosts were
subsequently found here.

I saw my first Barbastelle close up hibernating in 2009 in a tunnel in Lincolnshire
and was impressed by this large black bat with ‘a frosted appearance’ pug like
face and joined up ears (the only species in the UK with this latter character).

In Norfolk I have been recording this species regularly during transect surveys
over the past few years.  In fact in Norfolk it is often my 3rd most commonly
recorded species after Common and Soprano Pipistrelle.  I have most frequently
recorded Barbastelle close to woodland, old hedges, and single mature trees
(especially Oak) but also recorded occasionally out in the open, but never too far
from woodland or hedges.  I have had one fly around my head for about a minute
whilst undertaking a survey along a woodland ride due to my head torch attracting
moths.

I was recently asked to undertake a survey for a site in North Norfolk.  I was
concerned by a survey undertaken by a consultant from Yorkshire that had only
found one species of bat (Common Pipistrelle) during six activity surveys and
three emergence surveys.  I found this hard to believe based on the habitats in the
area and records from the nearby Sheringham Park.  During two surveys I under-
took in fairly poor conditions late in the season I found four species including
Barbastelle in good numbers, including probably Barbastelle roosts in a nearby
woodland.

I find Barbastelles are quite often flying with or close to Pipistrelle bats and due to
similarity in part of their ultrasound calls some people may record them as
‘pipistrelle sp’ particular with heterodyne detectors.  However the sonograms,
when are analysed are very distinct.  With more surveys being undertaken for
development, improvement of bat detectors, radio-tracking of tagged bats and a
resurgence in the interest in Bats (with now three bat groups in Norfolk!) a better
picture of the true distribution of this bat is becoming apparent.

I think that Norfolk does indeed merit it’s
label as a stronghold for Barbastelle, and
Barbastelle should possibly be named as a
Norfolk ‘flagship species’,  although it is
probably not cute and cuddly enough for
this!  It will be interesting to see how
many more sites are designated as SACs
for this species, as there are potentially
many sites in the county with roosts and
important foraging habitat.
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Sheringham Park for lichens
Sunday March 11th 2012

I had first visited Sheringham Park back in April 1972 almost forty years to the
month then in the illustrious company of Francis Rose when it was in the ownership
of the Upcher family. I remember going up to the front door and knocking. The door
was opened by a small very old man who seemed to show no surprise that
someone wanted to look at lichens in his park, as though it was an everyday
occurrence. I remember we spent a happy morning there recording when I check
my notes 37 species before, as was customary on a Francis Rose excursion,
retiring to a pub in Old Sheringham for lunch.

Times change and now Sheringham Park is in the ownership of the National Trust
and visited by many thousands of people each year. The mix of open parkland with
old pollarded trees and mature but not ancient woodland with a variety of tree
species provides an excellent introduction to lichens growing on trees in East
Anglia. It was for this reason I chose the park for an a lichen excursion.  The
weather was unseasonably warm and the sun shone so perhaps that and the
scenery tempted 12 people out for the meeting.

We started by the Visitor Centre and studied a number of sycamore and beeches
close to the main path. An early find was Hyperphyscia adglutinata, a foliose
species which grows adpressed to the bark. It seems to favour rather dusty places.
On a nearby sycamore we found one or two thalli of Usnea subfloridana. At one
time Usnea species were not uncommon in Norfolk but they are now apparently
declining as nitrogen pollutants are now predominant compared with sulphur
dioxide. Members were able to compare the rounded branches with the similar
Ramalina farinacea which has flattened but sometimes very narrow ones.  Other
common species on these first trees included Diploica canescens, Parmelia
sulcata, Physcia tenella, Punctelia subrudecta and Xanthoria parietina. Nearby we
found the attractive apple-green thallus of Flavoparmelia caperata, this is a species
which has recovered with the lowering of sulphur dioxide levels. A shaded  beech
and an oak had the dark-grey crustose thallus of Enterographa crassa,  a species
which can tolerate deep shade and is an indicator of continuity in woodland cover
over time.
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In one small area of heathy ground we
found a number of Cladonia species
growing on tree stumps and rotting logs
including Cladonia digitata, C.
macilenta, C. chlorophaea and C.
coniocraea. Whilst in a side valley we
found  twigs of a number of Azalea
plants were covered in species which
grow on acid bark including Hypogym-
nia physodes, H. tubulosa and Parmelia
saxatalis.  A fallen branch had a few tufts of
Usnea subfloridana  giving a hint of the
lichen flora in the upper canopy.

We found the slopes of an old pit an ideal place for lunch. Away from any lichens
our attention was drawn to the call of a common buzzard soaring over the trees and
then to a diminutive plant with white flowers growing in the turf of the slopes of the
pit which after some debate was identified as Blinks (Montia fontana). The warm
sun meant it was quite difficult to move away from this comfortable spot but we now
entered the parkland in front of the house where some ancient ash pollards survive.
We were very pleased to re-find Caloplaca cerina near the base of one of them .
We had found it in 1972 but in the intervening period it was thought to have become
extinct. It has been recorded at 4 other sites in the county but has certainly been
lost at two of these and has probably gone from the other two. It is a very  attractive
lichen under the handlens like miniature  apricot jam tarts with a grey margin.
Another species of some   interest on these trees was the bright yellow Chrysothrix
candelaris which grows in the crevices of the bark. We then cut across the
parkland grass towards a line of beech, sycamore and ash trees. One of the
sharp-eyed members of the party spotted swards of Usnea on the horizontal
boughs of a beech. It was not possible to identify it to species but it was probably
Usnea subfloridana or just possibly U. subpectinata or U. hirta , both of which have
been recorded in Norfolk. It was rather surprising to find it on beech as it does not
normally grow this species in Norfolk.  However, it did confirm my memory of that
visit forty years ago when we did find swards of Usnea on a few trees in that part of
the park. We finished on this high note and made our way back to the visitor centre.
We had seen 44 species including a number which are uncommon in the county
and with the earlier visit takes the total recorded for the park to 54. We would like
to thank Keith Zealand of the National Trust for being so helpful in facilitating this
visit.

If anyone is interested in following up on this excursion please get in touch
with me at plambley@aol.com and I will arrange a number of additional
meetings later in the year.

Peter Lambley

Evernia prunastri
- a common species in the Park
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Transactions catalogue
I have catalogued my collection of NNNS Transactions onto a spreadsheet so that
I am able to find a subject or author without having to thumb through all my  copies.
This is an incomplete list, but there are over 750 entries which date from 1932-33
to present.

If any one is interested in a copy  please email me at njc.elsey@gmail.com.
As I wish to add to my collection, I would be grateful for any duplicate / unwanted
Transactions."

Nick Elsey

….and finally:
The Plight of the Bumblebee

Dorothy Cheyne

A pot of four hyacinths in the garden at Ditchingham Lodge proved a major
attraction for some early bumble bees. The first bee to be noticed was a Buff-
tailed bumblebee Bombus terrestris on 25th February.  Three days later on the 28th

a very warm spell brought out several White- and Red-tailed bumblebees
B. lucorum and B. lapidarius.  By the 1st of March 18 bees were attending this pot
of hyacinths at any one time (with four more on neighbouring pansies).  Included
among the 22 was a single Common Carder bee B. pascuorum.

But the attraction of these hyacinths proved  potentially fatal, as B. terrestris and
B. lucorum, unlike the other species present, failed to fly away to shelter for the
chilly nights.  Five gradually fell dead into the pot during the nights until we took
pity on the survivors, shook them off the flowers into a clay flowerpot filled with
dry leaves and sank it into the ground covered with an old clay tile.  And removed
the hyacinths indoors!

During a dry day a few days later, we checked the pot, and found all had flown
away bar one which was dead – presumably it was already moribund when we put
it into the pot.

Next year we will certainly be putting hyacinths out to provide early food for
bumblebees – but we will make sure they are shooed away to find a warmer bed
of an evening, and the flowers removed from temptation overnight.

Please note:
I shall be offshore at the next deadline so please send articles by email
as I will not be able to process handwritten or posted material after June
1st  and please send all photographic images to Simon. Francis - Editor



The next issue of ‘The Norfolk Natterjack’ will be August 2012.
Please send all articles and notes to the editor as soon as possible by

July 1st 2012 to the following address:

Francis Farrow, ‘Heathlands’, 6 Havelock Road, Sheringham,
Norfolk, NR26 8QD Email:  francis.f@virgin.net

Please send all photographic material to:
Simon Harrap, 1 Norwich Road, Edgefield,

Melton Constable, Norfolk, NR22 2RP
Email:  simon@norfolknature.co.uk

Membership subscriptions

The N&NNS membership year runs from 1st April to 31st March.
During this time members will receive four copies of the quarterly
Natterjack newsletter, and annual copies of the Transactions of the

Society, and the Norfolk Bird & Mammal Report.

Membership renewals are due on 1st April each year and should be sent
to the treasurer:
  · David Richmond, 42 Richmond Rise, Reepham, Norfolk, NR10 4LS.

New memberships should be sent to:
  · Mike Stew, ‘Sandpipers’, The Street, Kelling, Norfolk, NR25 7EL.

Current rates are £15 for individual, family and group memberships
(£25 for individuals living overseas).
Cheques payable to: Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society.
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