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Freshwater Invertebrates Dr Dan Hoare, Wheatfen Broad, Covey Lane, Surlingham, Norwich,
Norfolk, NR14 7AL Email: daniel.j.hoare@gmail.com



Marine Invertebrates (incl. Molluscs) Rob Spray & Dawn Watson 1 Town Houses, Yoxford
Algae (Marine - Seaweeds) Road, Sibton, Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 2LX

E-mail: hello@seasearcheast.org.uk

Galls Anne Hickley, 23 Biggin Hill Way, Watton IP25 6NZ
E-mail: anne@penguinofficeservices.co.uk

Vascular Plants
East Norfolk Bob Ellis 11, Havelock Rd., Norwich, NR2 3HQ ,

E-mail: bob@elymus.demon.co.uk
West Norfolk Richard Carter 367 Doddshill, Dersingham, King’s Lynn, PE30 4DJ

E-mail: rcarter@rsk.co.uk

Mosses & Liverworts
East Norfolk Mary Ghullam 5, Beech Drive, Cromer Road, North Walsham,

NR28 0BZ E-mail: mylia@btinernet.com
West Norfolk Robin Stevenson 111, Wootton Rd., King’s Lynn, PE30 4DJ

E-mail: crs111@talktalk.net

Lichens Peter Lambley The Cottage, Elsing Rd., Lyng, Norwich, NR9 5RR
E-mail: plambley@aol.com

Fungi Dr Tony Leech 3, Eccles Road, Holt, NR25 6HJ E-mail: leech@dialstart.net

Other Taxa Martin Horlock Biodiversity Information Officer, R301 County Hall, Martineau
Lane, Norwich, NR1 2SG E-mail: martin.horlock@norfolk.gov.uk

Special interest groups
NNNS Photographic Group:

B D Macfarlane, 10 Peregrine Road, Sprowston, Norwich, NR7 8JP
Tel 01603 408647 E-mail: david.brian.macfarlane@gmail.com

For NNNS Microscopy enquires:
S M Livermore, 70 Naseby Way, Dussindale, Norwich, NR7 0TP
Tel 01603 431849 E-mail: stephenl@btinternet.com

Other Special Interest Groups, although not part of the NNNS, have similar aims to that of the Society:

Norfolk Amphibian & Reptile Group: P Parker, White Row Cottages, Leziate Drove,
Pott Row, King's Lynn, PE32 1DB Tel 01553 630842
E-mail: philipparkerassociates@btconnect.com

Norfolk Bat Group: J G Goldsmith,The Barn Cottage, Seething, Norwich, NR15 1EJ
Tel 01508 550003 E-mail: john@aurum-ecology.co.uk

Norwich Bat Group: S Phillips E-mail: info@norwichbatgroup.org.uk

Norfolk Flora Group: S Harmer / R Carter, 67 Doddshill, Dersingham, King’s Lynn, PE31 6LP.
Tel 07711870553 / 07711870554 E-mail: sharmer@rsk.co.uk / rcarter@rsk.co.uk
R W Ellis, 11 Havelock Road, Norwich, NR2 3HQ
Tel 01603 662260 E-mail: bob@elymus.demon.co.uk

Norfolk Fungus Study Group: Dr A R Leech, 3 Eccles Road, Holt, NR25 6HJ
Tel 01263 712282 E-mail: leech@dialstart.net

Norfolk Lichen Group: P W Lambley,The Cottage, Elsing Road, Lyng, Norwich,
NR9 5RR Tel 01603 872574 E-mail: Plambley@aol.com

Norfolk moth Survey: K G Saul, Albion, Main Road, Filby, Gt Yarmouth, NR29 3HS
E-mail: kensaul@stone-angel.co.uk

Norfolk Spider Group:  P Collyer, 9 Lowther Road, Norwich, NR4 6QN
Tel 01603 259703 E-mail: pipcollyer@yahoo.co.uk

Norfolk & Suffolk Bryological Group: Mrs M P Ghullam, 5 Beech Drive, Cromer Road,
North Walsham, NR28 0BZ Tel 01692 402013 E-mail: mylia@btinternet.com
C R Stevenson, 111 Wootton Road, King's Lynn, PE30 4DJ
Tel 01553 766788 E-mail: crs111talktalk.net
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My thanks to those contributors and photographers who have sent in
material for this Again there is a variety of subjects ranging
from fungi to mammals. With spring approaching lets hope you can get
out and about and send in your observations for all to share. Especially if
you have a ‘magic moment’ such John Vincent and his wife watching stoats
(page 7). Such sightings are to be treasured and gives us an added insight
into the world of nature.

Jenny Kelly

I have recently started to take an interest in fungi and have suddenly found that
this new interest has opened my eyes to sights I had never noticed before. A case
in point was a recent cycle ride to Sandringham for the monthly Farmers’ Market.
I cycle along a woodland ride that is blocked with a decaying tree. I have seen this
trunk numerous times before, but never noticed all the fungi growing on it. On the
stump was a fabulous cluster of rich brown Velvet Shanks (Flammulina
velutipes). Closer inspection of the trunk revealed a group of attractive Purple
Jellydiscs (Ascocoryne sarcoides), a rather large Jelly Ear (Auricularia auricular-
judae) and a resupinate Wrinkled Crust (Phlebia radiate). It sounds so easy reel-
ing off the English and Latin names of the fungi, but that ease belies the hours I
spent pouring over identification guides, in particular Phillips’ (2006) Mush-
rooms, Collins Fungi Guide (2012) and the smaller Collins Complete Guide to
British Mushrooms and Toadstools (2009), as well as the use of the Mycokey on

I-spot, trying to work out what I had seen.
Despite my efforts I am unable to identify the
fifth grey-brown mushroom growing on the
trunk which from its underside I believe to be
an oysterling. I must confess to not being
100% confident with my other identifi-
cations, but I intend to persevere and get to
grips with these beautiful and fascinating
growths. I would encourage other people to
take an interest in this diverse and interesting
kingdom.

Jelly Ear
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Tales of the Unexpected
Nick Elsey

In November, I removed a dead fly from the outside of my study window which
appeared to have crashed headlong into the glass and stuck itself in situ with its’
body and legs at 90 degrees to the ground.

Hoping to be able to identify the species of fly through any diagnostic markings,
I was pleased to see 3 distinctly raised, light coloured stripes across the abdomen.
With a good look at the wing venation and all of the other distinguishing marks I
felt reasonably confident that a positive identification was imminent.

Unfortunately, after trawling through the galleries available on the internet and
having delved into my limited library, I wasn’t able to name this particular
specimen through my observations.

Proudly presenting my find to the throng of enthusiastic naturalists gathered
at Wheatfen, it soon became apparent that the distinct bands on the fly’s body had
now grown and virtually enveloped the entire abdomen.

After some thoughtful consideration, we decided that a fungus may be involved
in this particular fly’s demise. Both the Stubbs & Falk Guide to British Hoverflies
and the Collins Guide to British Mushrooms make mention of a parasitic fungus,
Entomophthora muscae, which has been recorded as infecting a wide range of
Diptera, with some species being more susceptible than others, especially hover-
flies.

“When a fly becomes infected with this fungus, which is in its’ conidial (asexual)
stage, the fungus alters the fly’s behaviour so that it will land and die in an
exposed position ensuring good spore dispersal with an increased likelihood of
other flies becoming infected. However, if the fly has been infected with the
fungal life-cycle stage which produces resting spores, it will land on the ground
before dying, allowing the spores to remain dormant in the soil.”

I have since been told that it is possible to find quite large numbers of dead
similarly ‘infested’ Diptera on the tops of grass flowers, leaves and other foliage.
Sadly, I didn’t get to identify the species of this fly and I don’t know if it just
happened to land on my window and die, or if it performed some sort of kamikaze
ritual as ‘instructed’ by the fungus resulting in its’ unusual posture on my window.
I was just pleased to witness an extraordinary event which emanated from such a
relatively insignificant find in early winter.



Nick Owens

Alexanders Smyrnium olusatrum was reportedly introduced by the Romans as a
source of food and medicine. It is said to have been used by country folk as a
vegetable for many centuries until celery gradually replaced it. A Flora of Norfolk
(1999) shows Alexander’s distribution to be mostly coastal, but states that it has
been ‘rapidly spreading inland in the last five years’. It is thought to be sensitive
to cold winters but ‘some inland populations have been stable for many decades’
(New Atlas of the British and Irish Flora). It seems likely to remain a permanent
and increasing member of our flora. Its luxuriant growth shades out many other
spring plants and raises the question as to whether it does more harm than good
for wildlife.

To attempt an answer I started to record bees visiting the plant in Norfolk last
spring. I hope the following brief list may encourage others to watch out for
visitors to Alexanders and perhaps follow up with further notes in Natterjack.
Several species of spring solitary bees were seen taking nectar from April
onwards, namely Andrena carantonica, Andrena dorsata, Andrena fulva, Andrena
nitida, Andrena thoracica and also Buff-tailed Bumblebee queens (Bombus
terrestris). On 13th June there were scores of A. nitida and A. carantonica on
Alexanders at Burnham Overy sea wall (see photo). Other insect visitors observed
included thousands of St Mark’s flies
(Bibio marci) on the East Bank at Cley
on 8th May, seemingly basking rather
than taking nectar. Also seen was the
hoverfly Syrphus ribesii. Seven spot
ladybirds (Cocinella 7-punctata) were
frequently seen basking on Alexanders
leaves on sunny spring days.

So Alexanders seems to be a good spring
nectar source for at least some insects.
Possibly it is more important late in the
spring when Blackthorn, Hawthorn and
other flowering shrubs are over and on
exposed places such as sea walls where
there may be little other spring nectar.
Ideally a comparison is needed to see
what nectar sources and insects are
present at sites where Alexanders is
absent.
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The Leafhopper Ledra aurita in Norfolk
Paul Cobb

At a Norfolk Moth Survey meeting at Barrow Common, Brancaster, on 18th

August, 2012 one of the traps caught a specimen of a large and distinctive hopper
Ledra aurita. This is the second time I have seen it in Norfolk. The other, also in a
Norfolk Moth Survey trap, was at East Wretham Heath in 1994.

There are few other Norfolk records. Colin Penny found it while scrub clearing at
Buxton Heath in 1998, and cited two previous Norfolk records from Ringland in
1876 and Fersfield near Diss in 1963 (Penny 1999). Mike Hall found it in his
moth trap in 2001 at Scole near Diss (Durrant 2001). In an account of the national
distribution of the species (Stewart & Wilson 1998 [1999]), the map shows no
records for Norfolk whatsoever.

Despite the paucity of records, I doubt if it is really as rare as it seems.
Conspicuous as it may be when it turns up in a moth trap, you’re not likely to
notice it sitting on a tree.

References:

Durrant, K.C., 2001, Scarce bug find, The Norfolk Natterjack 75:2

Penny, C., 1999, Rare plant bug discovery, Trans. Norfolk Norwich Nat. Soc. 32 (1):105

Stewart, A.J.A. & Wilson, M.R., 1998 [1999], Notes on the distribution of Ledra aurita in Britain,
Br. J. Ent. Nat. Hist. 11:167-168

Serendipity
Paul Cobb

In my garden at Heacham on 14th September, 2012 I noticed a familiar hoverfly,
then realised it was bigger and brighter, and its legs were more yellowish, so I
potted it for a closer look. As I was doing so I noticed a familiar bumblebee that
was yellow instead of the usual tawny-orange, so I potted that as well.

They were, respectively, Helophilus trivittatus, an uncommon species of coastal
marshes, and the Moss Carder Bee Bombus muscorum, a rare species of sand
dunes, and neither of them had any right to be in my garden - but there was a strong
northerly wind at the time so they had presumably been blown from their normal
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home somewhere in the Thornham area. Ironi-
cally I have searched unsuccessfully for both
species at the beach, where they should be.

Relating this to a friend later I commented it
was fortunate I went into the garden when I
did, half an hour earlier and I might have
missed them. He said if I had I might have
seen something even rarer - and of course he’s
right.

There’s an awful lot of chance in finding sup-
posed rarities, not just being in the right place
at the right time, but also realising you’ve seen
something out of the ordinary. I’m becoming

increasingly convinced that many rarities are not really rare at all, just over-looked
through being elusive or inconspicuous, having a short emergence period, or exist-
ing at low population levels.

Helophilus trivittatus

Changes to the NNNS Recorders List
Please check out the County Recorders list as we welcome Anne
Hickley as the new Gall Recorder following Rex Hancy’s retirement
from the post and also extend a welcome to Dr Dan Hoare as the
recorder for freshwater invertebrates and Rob Coleman for bugs
(Heteroptera). Also note that Dr Pam Taylor, the County Dragonfly
recorder, has a new email address, Andy Brazil, County Butterfly
Recorder has a new home address and Harvestmen are recorded by
Peter Nicholson and not Pip Collyer who stays with spiders only. Lastly
on the subject of recorders if anyone has an interest in slugs and
snails and would like to become the County Recorder for the Molluscs
now that Dr Roy Baker has also retired please let Mary Ghullam,
Research Group secretary know (contact details on the inside front
cover).

I’m sure all members will agree that both Rex and Roy have given
sterling service as recorders and that on your behalf, through

a BIG thank you is extended to them.
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Brimstones and "Frits"
Mike Gasson

Brimstone butterflies are regular visitors to the garden but they tend to pass
through on their wanderings, not staying around for long. Last spring I needed to
replace part of a hedgerow and took the opportunity to include some Alder Buck-
thorn in the hope that it would attract the Brimstones and maybe induce some egg
laying. Apparently, they have a preference for more isolated bushes and the exper-
iment proved quite successful. Ovipositing females used the new plants repeatedly
and they soon sported an unusual abundance of ova. Subsequently, the new Alder
Buckthorn bushes took a terrible hammering but after the caterpillars were fully
fed the plants regenerated a new set of leaves, seeming non the worse for the
experience. Hopefully, the new crop of adult Brimstones fed well and will manage
to hibernate over the winter! Their presence at home base provided an opportunity
to follow the butterfly life cycle through larva, pupa and emergent imagos and a
few photographs are included here.

I have a special affection for the Silver-washed Fritillary after seeing the species
in Norfolk for the first time in 2010 (Natterjack, November 2010). In the follow-
ing year, at another site, I was fortunate to observe a male plus female pair
engaged in their sophisticated mating ritual. This is a complicated affair in which
the female flies in a straight line followed by the male which continually circles
under and in front of her before flying back over the top to start the cycle again.
Last year (2012), individuals of both sexes appeared in precisely the same area
and their first sighting coincided with the emergence of locally resident White
Admirals. This timing was repeated at another site in North Norfolk where Silver-
washed Fritillaries were also encountered in the two previous seasons. Male Fritil-
laries were recorded a good week before the first female but the number of butter-
flies appears to remain quite low. Despite this, I am reasonably confident that the
species did breed at these North Norfolk sites during 2011. The poor weather last
year gives reason to worry that the relatively small number of individuals will fail
to sustain a population, although there were further sightings of interacting males
and females at one site on the rare sunny days. Fortuitously, I encountered a very
tatty, wing worn female in the same broad area on 22nd August 2012, suggesting
that potential egg layers did survive for a full flight period. During July, I made
use of a trip to the Oxford area to visit a Silver-washed Fritillary hotspot further
down in a Buckinghamshire wood. Although this was rather late on a warm sunny
evening with the sun not far off setting, there were remarkably large numbers still
out, feeding on a rich variety of ride-side flowers.

One key feature of the Buckinghamshire site is the presence of wide sunny rides
and the boom in Fritillaries here coincided with ride improvement work by the



wood's owners. In that context, I was interested to see the NN&S field trip report
on Foxley Wood in Natterjack (August 2012), with mention of deer impacts on
the orchids that are present. The conclusions reported are derived from my own
ongoing study of Foxley orchids and some efforts to secure the small and vulner-
able population of Greater Butterfly Orchids. One factor of relevance to butterflies
is that the deer problem led to a cessation of strip coppicing and a move to
coppice blocks that could be better protected with electric fencing. However, the
strip approach was restarted in 2011 and continues in the current coppice season
with work on ride edges, including areas that have been favoured by Fritillaries in
the past. This can only be good news in terms of providing an improved butterfly
habitat and it would be great to see the species become established in Norfolk with
the sort of population strength found in its stronghold counties.

More photographs at www.moorendnature.com

Garden Diary
Brian Macfarlane

Now the days are getting colder (no surprise) I have been entertaining the birds in
my garden, as Strumpshaw has been very quiet recently. My back garden is
approx’ 25 feet square with a Hawthorn hedge across the end. This is a good spot
for the birds to assemble for a food foray.

I decided to make bird cake ( minus the icing) after reading a recipe in a maga-
zine. I visited my local pet shop to buy various ingredients including 20 Kgs wild
bird seed, 12 Kgs of peanuts, same quantity of shelled sunflower seeds, quantity
of fruit suet pellets, raisins, and 5kgs of dried meal worms.

I found the birds do not like the whole peanuts so I ground them down to a fine
tilth, it makes a good binding agent. The cost of all this luxury makes my weekly
grocery bill look quite minute.

I use a large bowl and put quantities of all the ingredients in, and pour on the
melted lard for which I bought several kgs of that. I mix this up until fairly moist,
and put it in various containers. It soon goes hard when the lard cools, and I put
some in metal cages to hang up.

The gannets, sorry Starlings arrive in their hordes, about 50 at a time. Five
resident Blackbirds join in, plus a few Wood Pigeons, gulls and the next door
neighbour’s cat who actually eats balls of seed! The Starlings are very skittish,
and rarely stay more than 30 seconds at a time, but continually returning very
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quickly. Recently I have had a pure white Starling coming in with the mob, and
holds it’s own in the ensuing dust-up. I thought it would not come again, but has
been coming for a month. Well wouldn’t you if there was loads of free grub avail-
able in these days of austerity?

Today I have had thirteen Wood Pigeons, and over 80 Starlings on the lawn at
once. The cost of all this dining is getting out of hand. I realise we have not started
the real winter as I write this in December, and at this rate I shall have to sell the
house to cope with the demand. On the other hand I would not be able to enjoy the
birds. I leave you with my dilemma. A belated very Happy New Year to you all!

Another strange bird
Tony Howes

A friend had told me about a strange Blackbird he had seen in his garden, so
hoping it would show up, I took the camera and went to investigate. After about
an hour it obliged by landing on his fence and it was certainly unusual, with a very
pale speckled breast, but the orange bill and golden eye ring were normal, the
head was a bit scruffy due to moulting, but in its prime it would look a very
attractive Blackbird indeed. There has been, over the years, a history of Black-
birds with unusual plumage in the Thorpe St Andrew area, and when I first moved
to my present address we had a male with a white cap that often came into the
garden, unfortunately it was found dead on the road shortly afterwards. Just now
and again a pure white one will turn up, a beautiful sight.

Have You Seen A Bird With Abnormal Plumage ?
The BTO Abnormal Plumage Survey is a project to find out about birds with
unusual plumage characteristics in gardens. Anecdotal reports show that birds can
turn up in gardens with a variety of unusually-coloured feathers, but questions
about which species are affected most frequently, in what ways and where these
birds are found remain unsolved. The Abnormal Plumage Survey is gathering data
to explore these questions.

If you have ever seen a bird with unusual plumage in your garden, the BTO would
really like to hear from you. Please note that plumage abnormalities associated
with feather loss are not being recorded through the survey.

For more information go to:
http://www.bto.org/volunteersurveys/gbw/about/background/projects/plumage
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Tony Howes

The shoreline at Titchwell is excellent for waders, the mussel beds, in particular,
are a great attraction. I aim to arrive at low water, walk out to these shell beds,
pick my spot and just wait. The incoming tide gradually pushes the birds closer to
you, they fly up and down the tide line looking for new feeding stations, giving
good opportunities for flight shots.

Some, like the diminutive Sanderlings, will come very close, like little clockwork
toys they run along the beach, and in and out of the water as they feed, their little
black legs a blur, so quickly do they move.

One has to be aware of the incoming tide, it’s easy to get engrossed with the
photography and then find your vantage point cut off, always have an escape plan.
Birds I saw and photographed on my last trip totalled twelve. They were,
Curlew, Brent Geese, Black-tailed Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit, Oyster-catcher,
Knot, Sanderling, Redshank, Grey Plover, Dunlin, Turnstone and Little Ringed
Plover.

The Firecracker Ballet
John Vincent

We all know the Stoat as a relentless blood thirsty killer and occasionally
see one in the field about its bloody business. But what of the flip side, the
Stoat in domesticity and at play? Let me set the scene. Our home for forty
years and more, The Old Rectory at Edingthorpe, has an enclosed ¼ - ½ acre
plot of land to the north, which is down to grass with trees here and there, some
natural some planted, and a line of old over grown hazel clumps down the
western side. To the east is an old, abandoned, gone wild orchard, difficult of
access and a magnet for wildlife. To the north is an old fish pond with a
high bank on the northern side separating two shallow fleets, one draining
the pond connected to another alongside Church Lane, bordering our
property's northern boundary. This wet area in historic times was, I
suspect, part of a more extensive Alder carr.
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This is our R and R special place, not too neat and tidy but kept open to easy
access, a riot of flowering bulbs in the spring. It is a spot to savour the joy of
the environment about us and chill out, to mosey around to see what we can
see, but not to overdo it. A rare privilege.

On 08 August 2009 my wife and I were doing just that on a clear sunny Sunday
mid morning when I spotted across the pond an adult Stoat flow down the
side of the steep dividing bank, investigate some holes at and above the
pond's water line, then return up to the top of the bank which is, there, a flat
green moss open area with an old tree stump inset.

The next action was totally surprising and quite breathtaking. A number
(maybe 4 – 6) of small, say third grown Stoats (it was difficult to be exact)
emerged from underground to revel in their release into the open air. And what
a revel!

They were here there and everywhere over this small natural emerald green
stage of theirs, on the ground and in the air, part way up surrounding stems,
all at lightning speed as fast or
faster than the eye could follow,
small russet bolts of light explod-
ing all around like Chinese fire
crackers. This was nature at its
most beautiful, a sight I had never
before seen in a lifetime living
and working in the wild both
here in Norfolk and overseas.
My wife was equally captivated.
Who could not be? Honing skills
for their forthcoming life as ruth-
less predators maybe, but also
expressing the pure joy of living,
in a natural spectacle of sheer
poetry and beauty. Exquisite. We
watched until enough was enough
and the young performers returned
to the relative safety of under-
ground.
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Book Reviews
Beetles of Britain and Ireland, Volume 1: Sphaeriusidae to
Silphidae. Andrew G Duff (Author), Udo Schmidt (Illustrator).
AG Duff Publishing.

This landmark publication is the first of four volumes
which will cover all British beetle species. It is the
first such reference work to be published since
1932 and brings together the most up to date
keys and knowledge about this diverse group of
insects. It is certain to become the new standard
work for coleopterists. Volume 1 includes keys to
887 species and deals with water beetles, ground
beetles and carrion beetles amongst others. Guest author
Michael Darby wrote the chapter on featherwing beetles.
Volume 1 also contains a section on external beetle mor-
phology and a key to beetle families. There are 241 photo-
graphs and 47 colour plates. We congratulate the authors and artist of this
important publication, which is a real labour of love and took years of dedicated
work. It will be of enormous help to British coleopterists and will stimulate a great
deal of new interest in the group. Andrew (now living in North Norfolk) informs
us that Volume 4 will be the next to be published and that he is already working
on it. It will include longhorn beetles, seed and leaf beetles, weevils and bark bee-
tles. Andrew is also editor of The Coleopterist.

First impressions of local coleopterist Bryan Sage: ‘I have used Andrew's book on
3 occasions so far and found that it works very well. I particularly like the way the
keys are structured so that the more likely option is presented first, which is a
timesaver’.

Martin Collier, Beetle Recorder for Norfolk. ‘This is without doubt the biggest
and most important publication on British beetles in 80 years i.e. since Joy – a
whole generation. The amount of work that needs to go into something on this
scale is almost beyond imagination – or mine at least. As to the quality of the first
volume – I think it more than lives up to all expectations.’

Beetles of Britain and Ireland, Volume 1 can be obtained from Pemberley Books,
NHBS or Subbuteo; cost £89.

Nick Owens



The Long, Wild Shore
James McCallum

How is it possible for someone to sit in the open air beside a frenetic Sandwich
Tern colony and rapidly paint a detailed and enchanting water colour composition
of the scene? This is James McCallum’s unique skill and he ranks as one of the
best and most original among our fine tradition of British wildlife artists.

The Long, Wild Shore is based on James’ experience as an Assistant Warden on
Blakeney Point and many years of subsequent visits. James clearly loves the
place: his words and artwork conjure up the wildlife, atmosphere, colours and
changing scenery of the Point to perfection. The book includes many careful
descriptions and original observations of the behaviour of birds, seals and other
wildlife, following their lives from courtship through to the successful production
of their young. There are also chapters on the migrant birds that occur on the
Point. The book contains over 100 paintings and water colour sketches, almost all
completed in the field.

The Long, Wild Shore has been published to coincide with the 100th anniversary of
the acquisition of Blakeney Point by the National Trust. James is already well
known in Norfolk and beyond and this is his seventh publication. Arctic Flight
won title of best bird book of the year, 2007. James lives in Norfolk and was
brought up in Wells and so the county can proudly claim him as one of its own.

The Long Wild Shore (publisher Silver Brant) can be obtained from NWT Cley
Visitors’ Centre and also online: http://www.jamesmccallum.co.uk; cost £25 plus
£4 p&p.

Nick Owens
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Boy’s Toys
Books only form part of the array of Natural History aids available to the modern
naturalist. You too may have received the odd piece of new equipment at Christ-
mas and are now dying to get out into the field as the good weather approaches.
Catalogues and dedicated shops offer many ways of recording wildlife and it
could become an obsession to have the latest piece of kit. Kevin takes this to an
extreme but beware it just might be you!

.
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From the National Trust Report of the Blakeney Point Committee of
Management for 1913 (NNNS Transactions Vol IX 1909-1914)

BIRD LIFE.

The breeding ground of the Terns and other sea birds was watched during the spring
and summer months - the arrangement of the last twelve years by which the services of
Mr. R.J. Pinchen were retained as Watcher under the Blakeney and Cley Wild Birds
Protection Society being continued.

Whilst the birds arrived in numbers fully up to expectation, we are sorry to report that
the colony did not thrive as it has done in recent years. A great many of the young birds
died of starvation as a consequence of the late arrival of the whitebait, so that the
number reared was much smaller than it should have been. The experience at the
neighbouring breeding ground at Wells closely resembled our own, and there seems no
doubt that the cause was the same in both cases, viz., defective nutrition.

A similar heavy mortality among the Terns breeding on the Fovie Sands at the mouth
of the Ythan, Aberdeenshire, is the subject of an interesting article by Mr. A. Rudolf
Galloway in the “Aberdeen Free Press” for December 27th 1913. The Terns in 1912
suffered much in the same way as the Blakeney Point colony in 1913. Investigation
proved that the trouble arose from nutritive causes, and it is attributed, as in our own
case, to deficiency in food supplies.

Liability to vicissitude is inherent in bird colonies; three years ago there was a large
mortality among young birds as the result of flooding of the breeding grounds by spring
tides of abnormal height for the time of year, whilst on other occasions vermin and
unseasonable weather have taken there toll.

The number of visitors who came to inspect the breeding grounds is fully maintained;
but should numbers increase no doubt the Committee will have to find some plan by
which the legitimate curiosity of naturalists and bird lovers may be gratified without
sacrificing the birds. If visitors will tread carefully and not loiter when they have seen
the grounds they will much assist the Watcher in the discharge of his duties.

In addition to the Common and Little Terns and Ringed Plover, two pairs of Oyster-
catchers nested on the Point in 1913. One of the nests contained six eggs; it was
unfortunately deserted.

The Committee are indebted to the courtesy of the Postmaster-General for the marking
with corks of the telephone wire from Cley to the Lifeboat House on he Point, thus
rendering it more conspicuous to the birds.



The next issue of ‘The Norfolk Natterjack’ will be May 2013.
Please send all articles and notes to the editor as soon as possible by

April 1st 2013 to the following address:

Francis Farrow, ‘Heathlands’, 6 Havelock Road, Sheringham,
Norfolk, NR26 8QD. Email: francis.farrow@btinternet.com

Please send all photographic material to:
Simon Harrap, 1 Norwich Road, Edgefield,

Melton Constable, Norfolk, NR22 2RP
Email: simon@norfolknature.co.uk

Membership subscriptions

The N&NNS membership year runs from 1st April to 31st March.
During this time members will receive four copies of the quarterly
Natterjack newsletter, and annual copies of the Transactions of the

Society, and the Norfolk Bird & Mammal Report.

Membership renewals are due on 1st April each year and should be sent
to the treasurer:

· David Richmond, 42 Richmond Rise, Reepham, Norfolk, NR10 4LS.

New memberships should also be sent to:
· David Richmond at the above address.

Current rates are £15 for individual, family and group memberships
(£25 for individuals living overseas).
Cheques payable to: Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society.

Nats’ Gallery: All photographs are very welcome, especially to accompany an article or
document a record, occasionally however, because of space limitations, preference may
have to be given to Norfolk-based images, or to those subjects depicting interesting or
unusual behaviour, or are less commonly (or rarely) seen in print.
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