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Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society Recorders
Mammals
 General  Francis Farrow, 6 Havelock Road, Sheringham, Norfolk, NR26 8QD
   E-mail: francis.farrow@btinternet.com
 Badgers  John Crouch   2, Chestnut Cottages, Guton Hall Lane, Brandiston,
                  Norwich, NR10 4PH  E-mail: norfolkbadgers@yahoo.co.uk
 Bats  John Goldsmith   Barn Cottage, Wheelers Lane, Seething,
   Norwich, NR15 1EJ   E-mail: john@aurum-ecology.co.uk

Cetaceans  Carl Chapman  Falcon Cottage, Hungry Hill, Northrepps, Cromer,
   NR27 0LN E-mail: Carl@wildlifetoursandeducation.co.uk

Birds   Dave & Jacquie Bridges   27, Swann Grove, Hempstead Road,
   Holt, NR25 6DP   E-mail: dnjnorfolkrec@btinternet.com

Reptiles & Amphibians John Buckley   77, Janson Rd, Shirley, Southampton, SO15 5GL
   E-mail: john.buckley@arc-trust.org
Fish
 Freshwater Position vacant
 Marine   Rob Spray & Dawn Watson   1 Town Houses, Yoxford Rd, Sibton,
   Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 2LX
   E-mail: hello@seasearcheast.org.uk
Molluscs (Land)  Position vacant
Insects
 Butterflies  Andy Brazil   47 Cavell Road, Lakenham, Norwich, NR1 2LL
   E-mail: recorder@norfolkbutterflies.co.uk
 Moths  Jim Wheeler   Iveygreen, Town St., Upwell, Wisbech, PE14 9AD
   E-mail: jim@norfolkmoths.org.uk
 Beetles  Martin Collier   Hillside Cottage, Syleham, Eye, IP21 4LL
   E-mail: norfolk.beetles@gmail.com
 Bumblebees / David Richmond   42, Richmond Rise, Reepham, Norwich, NR10 4LS
 Grasshoppers & Crickets            E-mail: richmond.42rr@btinternet.com
 Lacewings, Sponge & Waxflies, Antlions, Alderflies, Snakeflies, Scorpionflies & Snow flea
   Paul Cobb   34, Staithe Road, Heacham, King’s Lynn, PE31 7EE
   E-mail: paulrcobb@outlook.com
 Aphids  Dr J I T Thacker   38, Gladstone,Street, Norwich, NR2 3BH
   E-mail: jit@caleopteryx.com
 Dragonflies Dr Pam Taylor   Decoy Farm, Decoy Rd, Potter Heigham,
   Gt Yarmouth, NR29 5LX  E-mail: pamtaylor@british-dragonflies.org.uk
 Parasitic Hymenoptera Graham Hopkins   15, Matlock Road, Norwich, NR1 1TL
    E-mail: hopkinsecology@yahoo.co.uk
 Solitary Bees & Wasps Tim Strudwick   16, Beech Way, Brundall, Norwich,
    NR13 5ND   E-mail: timstrud@tiscali.co.uk
 Ants  Doreen Wells   1, Cobden Terrace, Northgate Street,
   Gt Yarmouth, NR30 1BT   E-mail: wells_doreen@hotmail.com
 Hoverflies  Stuart Paston,  25 Connaught Road, Norwich, NR2 3BP
   E-mail: stuartpaston@yahoo.co.uk

Terrestrial Heteroptera (Land bugs, excld. Aphids, leaf-hoppers etc.)
Rob Coleman, Springfields, North Walsham Road, Felmingham, North

 Walsham,  NR28 0JU E-mail: mail@rob-coleman.co.uk
 Other Insects Dr Tony Irwin   Natural History Dept., Shirehall, Market Avenue,
   Norwich,   NR1 3JQ  E-mail:  tony.Irwin@norfolk.gov.uk

Spiders    Phillip Collyer,  9 Lowther Road, Norwich, NR4 6QN
   E-mail: pipcollyer@yahoo.co.uk

Harvestmen  Peter Nicholson, Greystone House, Castle Howard Rd, Malton, North
   Yorkshire YO17 7AT  E-mail: petenich@btinternet.com

Woodlice & Pseudoscorpions Dick Jones   14, Post Office Rd., Dersingham, King’s Lynn,
Centipedes & Millipedes PE31 6PH   E-mail: rej@johalpinjones.eclipse.co.uk



Freshwater Invertebrates Dr Dan Hoare, Wheatfen Broad, Covey Lane, Surlingham, Norwich,
 (including Mayflies)                 Norfolk, NR14 7AL  Email: daniel.j.hoare@gmail.com

Marine Invertebrates (incld.  Molluscs) Rob Spray & Dawn Watson   1 Town Houses, Yoxford
Marine Algae (Seaweeds)  Road, Sibton, Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 2LX
    E-mail: hello@seasearcheast.org.uk

Galls Anne Hickley, 23 Biggin Hill Way, Watton IP25 6NZ
   E-mail: anne@penguinofficeservices.co.uk

Vascular Plants
 East Norfolk Bob Ellis   11, Havelock Rd., Norwich, NR2 3HQ ,
   E-mail: bob@elymus.demon.co.uk
 West Norfolk Richard Carter  67 Doddshill, Dersingham, King’s Lynn, PE30 4DJ
   E-mail: rcarter@rsk.co.uk

Mosses & Liverworts
 East Norfolk Mary Ghullam   5, Beech Drive, Cromer Road, North Walsham,
   NR28 0BZ   E-mail: mylia@btinternet.com
 West Norfolk Robin Stevenson    111, Wootton Rd., King’s Lynn, PE30 4DJ
   E-mail: crs111@talktalk.net

Lichens  Peter Lambley   The Cottage, Elsing Rd., Lyng, Norwich, NR9 5RR
  E-mail: plambley@aol.com

Fungi  Dr Tony Leech   3, Eccles Road, Holt, NR25 6HJ   E-mail: tonyleech3@gmail.com

Other Taxa Martin Horlock   Biodiversity Information Officer, R301 County Hall, Martineau
  Lane, Norwich, NR1 2SG   E-mail: martin.horlock@norfolk.gov.uk

Referee:
Charophytes/           Alex Prendergast, Bramble Cottage, Low Road, Tasburgh, NR15 1AR
Freshwater Algae    E-mail: mushroom_alex@hotmail.com

Special interest groups
NNNS Photographic Group:
                B D Macfarlane, 10 Peregrine Road, Sprowston, Norwich, NR7 8JP
                Tel 01603 408647  E-mail: david.brian.macfarlane@gmail.com

For NNNS Microscopy enquires:
 S M Livermore, 70 Naseby Way, Dussindale, Norwich, NR7 0TP

               Tel 01603 431849  E-mail: stephenlivermore@outlook.com
Other Special Interest Groups, although not part of the NNNS, have similar aims to that of the Society:

Norfolk Amphibian & Reptile Group: P Parker, White Row Cottages, Leziate Drove,
               Pott Row, King's Lynn, PE32 1DB Tel 01553 630842
               E-mail:  philipparkerassociates@btconnect.com

Norfolk Bat Group: J G Goldsmith,The Barn Cottage, Seething, Norwich, NR15 1EJ
              Tel 01508 550003  E-mail: john@aurum-ecology.co.uk

Norwich Bat Group:  S Phillips E-mail: info@norwichbatgroup.org.uk

Norfolk Flora Group: S Harmer / R Carter, 67 Doddshill, Dersingham, King’s Lynn, PE31 6LP.
              Tel 07711870553 / 07711870554  E-mail: sharmer@rsk.co.uk / rcarter@rsk.co.uk

R W Ellis, 11 Havelock Road, Norwich, NR2 3HQ
           Tel 01603 662260  E-mail: bob@elymus.demon.co.uk

Norfolk Fungus Study Group: Dr A R Leech, 3 Eccles Road, Holt, NR25 6HJ
              Tel 01263 712282  E-mail: tonyleech3@gmail.com
Norfolk Lichen Group: P W Lambley,The Cottage, Elsing Road, Lyng, Norwich,
              NR9 5RR  Tel 01603 872574  E-mail: Plambley@aol.com

Norfolk moth Survey: K G Saul, Albion, Main Road, Filby, Gt Yarmouth, NR29 3HS
              E-mail: kensaul@stone-angel.co.uk

Norfolk Spider Group:  P Collyer, 9 Lowther Road, Norwich, NR4 6QN
               Tel 01603 259703  E-mail: pipcollyer@yahoo.co.uk

Norfolk & Suffolk Bryological Group: Mrs M P Ghullam, 5 Beech Drive, Cromer Road,
               North Walsham, NR28 0BZ  Tel 01692 402013  E-mail: mylia@btinternet.com
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  So far, this winter (2013/14) has been mild in comparison to last year.
These changes affect our wildlife in many ways so documentation of events
and recording is important - a new County Recorder has been listed for
Mammals and Mayflies have been transferred to Dan Hoare (Freshwater
Invertebrates) plus Charophytes now have a referee, so please send in
records to them and to the many other groups represented by Recorders. If
you fancy being a Freshwater Fish or Land Mollusc recorder for Norfolk
please let the Research Committee know.
   Nats’ Gallery, which has been under Simon Harrap’s careful eye since its
inception in Feb. 2006, has now been produced ‘in-house’ so to speak as part
of ‘ I trust it will be close to his high standard. Thanks again
Simon for all your time and hard work over the past years.

Hans Watson

Few nature lovers can fail to have noticed that many of our insect groups had a very
successful summer this year, particularly our butterflies and dragonflies. The larger
numbers allowed many of us, to enjoy encounters with species that we do not often
get the privilege to observe at close quarters.

Living on the edge of the Yare valley, I naturally take advantage of this area for my
walks, and at several spots was greatly impressed by the abundance of dragonfly
species that, in most years seem thin on the ground. Early morning walks often
revealed roosting Norfolk Hawkers, Scarce and Four-spotted Chasers and others in
numbers that I do not previously recall. It was, however, the Emerald Damselflies
that I will remember 2013 mostly for, with the Common Emerald Lestes sponsa,
sometimes seeming to be in swarms. At Strumpshaw it was the Willow Emerald
Lestes viridis, which attracted many admirers, and their numbers (as well as the
admirers) were at times very difficult to count. Let us hope that this little colony
continues to prosper.

Winterton Dunes are justly famous for the wildlife that they contain, especially in
and around the ponds.  I have always thought that creatures living in these ponds
have a rather precarious existence but, as is usually the case, nature proves itself
more than able to cope with conditions such as low rainfall and long sunny sum-
mers. And, so it was, that dragonflies had a very good year at these ponds, especially
Emerald damselflies. It was at one of these ponds that I had my first close views of
the Southern Emerald Lestes barbarus. Apparently, this species rejoices in having
two other names, also being called the Shy Emerald and perhaps more appropriately
the Migrant Spreadwing.



2

Checking for Fleas!
Nick Elsey

Cladocera is an order of small crustaceans commonly called water fleas. In late
Spring 2013, at the request of Dr Roy Baker, I visited Wheatfen, Surlingham and
accompanied a PhD student from the UEA in order that she could test the water
quality of this tidal nature reserve owned by the Ted Ellis Trust.

Her thesis was based on the study of Cladocera and her findings on the nutrient
and pH levels and any possible pollutants would be considered as a factor into the
numbers and types of species that would be found here.

At the beginning of August, along with Ian Greenhill, I returned to survey the
reserve for Cladocera and our captures were to be determined by Roy Baker.
These in turn would be used to update the reserve’s extensive records before being
forwarded to the Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service [NBIS].

Checking through the reserve’s database, I found the following records to be of
interest.

In the early 1900’s R. Gurney surveyed the Surlingham and Rockland Broads and
recorded 15 and 19 species respectively. To date, 23 species have been recorded
on Wheatfen with another four having been found in the immediate area with a
similar habitat. Virtually all of these records can be attributed to Dr Keith Clarke’s
intensive survey work between 1994 and 2000. Of note, in 1994 he found
Macrothrix laticornis to be a new species to the reserve and also recorded that
Daphnia cucullata was present in the newly created Thatch pond. The only pre-
vious record for this species came from Breydon Water in 1920 by R. Gurney.
In October 1961, Ted Ellis reported that Pleuroxus uncinatus was common in the
South Dyke on Wheatfen and the only other record for this species was by Keith
Clarke in 1999. In September 1997 members of the NNNS surveyed the Trust’s
site and recorded 8 species, some of which were again recorded in 2013. The only
record for Simcephalus exspinosus was made on this visit.

My survey work also produced eight species. Roy Baker’s examinations showed
that the most common were Simocephalus vetulus and Bosmina longirostris,
having been found throughout the network of dykes and in both broads. Daphnia
hyaline, Sida crystalline, Ceriodaphnia pulchella and Chydorus sphaericus were
caught frequently, with Eurycercus lamellatus being an occasional find. In the
Pool, which is situated at the ‘dead-end’ of the system, Ceriodaphnia reticulata
was deemed to be rather a rare find having last been seen by Keith Clarke in 1989.
Roy noted “In 1995, 2001 & 2005 Daphnia pulex was present in large numbers
but not recorded in 2013. This is a species which seems to come and go from the
habitat”.



3

The 1997 and 2013 surveys were carried out on
single visits whereas Keith Clarke had made
eighteen equally spaced visits between July 1997
and January 2000. It could be assumed that his
data, having been recorded over differing seasons,
would provide a greater variety of species rather
than the ‘snapshots’ taken on the other recording
dates by NNNS members and me.

Further regular survey work will be needed to maintain the
records of this group.

My thanks go to Dr Roy Baker for keeping all of the reserve’s extensive
records up to date and for encouraging me on this and many other subjects of
natural history.

Spider prey
Mark Cocker

Crab spiders in the family Thomisidae are noted for their lack of web construction
and hunting their prey by stealth, often waiting for passing insects on flower
corollas, where some species are rendered highly camouflaged by their bright
petal-like colours and their ability even to change colour. The classic example is
Thomisus onustus, which is restricted in its British range to the extreme south and
south-east. These striking arachnids can be bright yellow, pink, magenta or white
and often with multiple stripes of brighter hue.

This spider family is capable of taking prey substantially larger than itself and
recently I have come upon two striking examples. The first was a Thomisus
onustus in south-west Turkey near the holiday resort of Kalkan. In this instance
the individual had recently envenomed a Southern White Admiral Limenitis
reductis that it had seized on the flowerhead of a scabious. On 17 July 2013 I was

even more surprised to find a locally occurring Common
Crab Spider species Xysticus cristatus with a dead
Common Carder Bee Bombus pascuorum. My inference
was that the spider had caught and killed the bee but was
struggling to manoeuvre such a heavy and awkward food
item. The size difference between prey and predator was
remarkable. However crab spiders suck the victims dry
so this individual could easily have fed upon the bee in
this rather exposed position.



Great Skua: I need some help (update)
John Vincent

My apologies for my dilatoriness, but I have been participating at the
cutting edge of medical technology. Now they have temporarily finished
cutting and I am free to do, for a while.

First, my thanks to Francis Farrow for his footnote (Natterjack no. 121),
quoting in particular the viciously aggressive interactions between Great
Skuas competing for food, which I suspected but failed to find docu-
mented.

Now I will leapfrog (i.e. hop over a Natterjack!) to Robert Maidstone's
'Clawed Birds' (no. 122) where he interestingly broadens the consideration of
possible beneficial claw usage.

Then finally I refer back to mid- April 2013, when I took a bird trip to
Central Sweden and was fortunate to make the acquaintance of a young couple
acting as tour Team Leaders who had several years intimate knowledge, at
participating professional level, of the wild-life of the Shetland Islands, avian in
particular. Two items they recounted concerning Great Skuas were news to me.
The first, an attack by a single Great Skua on a Gannet flying off shore, stalling
it into the sea by the old trick of taking its wing-tip in its bill, and then
viciously attacking it in the water, in particular repeated bill-stabbing at the
head to drown the stricken bird, which was then ripped for its flesh, with
other Great Skuas attracted and joining in a feeding frenzy. What were the
claws up to? Not possible to specify.

The second, more of a generalisation, that Puffins are regularly predated upon
by Great Skuas, not only for what sea-food they might be carrying, but for
the Puffin as prey itself. It is apparently a relatively common sight on
shore to see adult Puffin remains from predation by Great Skuas, invari-
ably sited by pools of water, mutilated in a characteristic form with the
skin and attached feathers ripped off the abdomen and breast and pushed-up
around the head and neck, leaving the lusted entrails, internal organs and breast
meat free for access. The adjacency to pools of water was not wholly observa-
tionally explained but conjectured to be necessary for a cleansing/unclogging
of bill and throat of feathers and down.

The extent to which the Great Skuas' claws were involved in this gruesomely
functional stripping could not be observationally verified. And what of poolside
adjacency? The commonness of the sightings suggests inward bill-carrying of a
Puffin by the Great Skua, alive, stilled by predatory assault to ease carrying, or
dead. Again not observationally verified, but inevitable.

                                                         4
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Now, finally, let me express my gratitude for the help I requested and
received. I have a clearer picture now what the Great Skua's claws might get up
to – a strange anomaly in which there is a nagging lingering whiff of Q-ship
deceit.

     Norfolk Rook Nest Survey- Update
Malcolm Metcalf

Since publication of the 2013 Rook Nest Survey in ‘Natterjack’ (no. 123) some
late results have been received from Cliff Maidstone. He has sent me 32 new
locations (Table overleaf) with a total of 1,925 nests, so the grand total for 2013
now reads 12,020 nests. The DMAP below shows the distribution of these addi-
tional nests on a 1km square parish basis as a triangle along with the main results.

I am planning to carry on with the survey this coming year (2014) and therefore
would welcome records from you. I have found that the best time to count the
nests is in April but there could be seasonal variations.

Please send all records (Name, Location, No. of nests, and grid. ref. if possible) to
me at the following address or email.

Malcolm Metcalf, 43 Magdalen Way, Gorleston-on-sea, Norfolk  NR31 7BW,
E.mail: 43ironhorse@gmail.com
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Location 2011 2012 2013 Comment

Beetley 30

Carbrook 36

East Wretham (A1075) 76

East Wretham (Across heath) 30

Emneth (Elm High Road) 60

Great Hockham 161

Keswick Hall 21

Litcham 60

Mileham (Back of school) 150

Saham Tony (Broom Hall) 29

Saham Tony (Village) 55

Saham Tony (Outskirts) 22

Saham Tony (White Horse) 41

Scarning (Old Manor) 27

Scarning (Dale) 20

Scarning (Chapel Road) 20 In pine trees

Shipdham (Green Lane) 14

Shipdham (Hall Farm) 91

Shipdham (Airfield) 62

Shropham (Spinny) 185

Shropham (½ mile north) 180

Shropham (Near Salters Load) 70

Swaffham (Beeches Lane) 69

Swaffham (Rugby field) 22

Swaffham (Behind Sacred Heart school) 7

Swaffham (Longfields) 64

Welney 51

Welney (Lakes end) 40

Whinburgh (Church Road) 151

Yaxham 8
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Tony Howes

Walking down the garden path, as I went to water plants in the green house, I was
dismayed to find the remains of my goldfish scattered on the lawn and round the
edge of the pond.  Also the pond plants were in complete disarray as if a herd of
cows had passed through.  I staked out the garden that evening and sat up with the
camera looking towards the pond, just on midnight an Otter walked up the path
and I got off one shot before it went out of view.  We are at least a mile from the
nearest water course, the river Yare, so it’s strange that it should turn up.

Several people contacted me over the following weeks to say they also had this
nocturnal visitor steal all their pond fish, some of them valuable carp.  I have a
waterfall  going continuously and those people I spoke to also had waterfalls
going all the time: interesting, was this one reason we were visited?  I then heard
that an Otter had been found, killed on the road, about two miles from here at
Little Plumstead.

I can only assume that it was a young animal, turned out by Mum, and that it was
searching for a new territory.

Nature's Natural Gentlemouse
John Vincent

I have a tale to tell which does not sit well with the rigour of scientific
challenge and required exactitude. Forgive me if I present it in a looser more
narrative style, much of it was so long ago. Alas, it does me no favours.

The Society's Workshop 18 August 2012. Holt Hall. Identifying and Record-
ing Small Mammals. This was excellent in planning and delivery.
Anne Brewster gave a talk on Harvest Mice based on her detailed seasonally
segregated research in her own locale over a number of years. Afterwards I men-
tioned my own limited experience of Harvest Mouse behavior which intrigued her
sufficiently to justify this tale of mine.

The Old Rectory, Edingthorpe
The Old Rectory is currently tripartite in form:
Queen Anne original at its centre; Georgian late 18th Century to the rear, north;
mock Georgian Victorian mid-19th Century to the front, south; and subsequently
minimally sensitively adapted to 20/21 Century living.
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In 1967 we purchased it as our 'starter' home. Three of the rooms on the ground
floor in the Georgian/mock Georgian part (plus a connecting hall), have sus-
pended wooden floors. On our builder's advice we installed air-bricks in the
exterior walls for under-floor ventilation. The standard ventilation brick at the
time had a brick lattice grid panel with square holes approximating a common
disposable Biro pen's diameter sides.

The early days, through to the 1990s
Logic demanded that a university-trained Tropical Forestry Officer look further
afield than Edingthorpe, so we came and went, using The Old Rectory as a base
when on leave, and renting it in the interims. We had mice. In those days rats were
rats (which we did not have although there was historic sign of their presence),
and mice were mice, nothing more specific, i.e. a mouse was a House Mouse.
A house in the country is of course under siege 24/7. Leave an entry, deliberately
made or a result of wear and tear, and something(s) will pop in – a
squirrel, bird(s), bat(s), amphibian(s), insects galore, you name it, in it (they)
come(s), rodents in particular. One of us is country born, so we tried to be all
encompassingly prudent, but we had mice. The normal spring break - back
mouse traps were ineffective, so we tried a range, including tunnels. Some were
more effective than others, but none did the whole trick.

Poison then. We bought the standard rat poison hardware stores sold in those days,
grain covered with a sinister glaucous green something, and put it about the
place in shallow dishes. It got taken. But it kept on getting taken. We still had
mice.  What to do? 'Look in the attic' is always a good bet. That yielded
something – shredded newspaper, some of which was made up into tennis-
ball size 'nests', often with an accompanying hoard of poisoned grain nearby.
Ignorance is bliss. This was what House Mice did in their last gasp, didn't they? No!
No!! No!!! Here was the vital clue to our dilemma, thrust right up under my nose, and I
did not, then, possess the requisite knowledge to interpret it. Oh dear!But I digress. We went
abroad and left it to the tenant(s).

Pest Control and Professional Advice
In the later 1990's we came home to UK on retirement. We still had mice. But now
it was a different kettle of fish. We were living with them full time. We had
never seen them before. Now, very occasionally we saw one. One popped-up from
a narrow gap between a radiator pipe and the floorboards when my wife was having
a bath. A scrupulously clean, inquisitively alert, handsome little mouse. My wife
spoke to it to put it at its ease. It looked its fill, then returned nonchalantly back
down its entrance port without a word.

But it was still a mouse, albeit a small one. A youngster maybe? We were still
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soldiering on with poison, still with no discernable result. We mentioned it to the
hardware people. Revelation! Rat poison did not kill mice they said! The
poisoned grain was just easily accessible food to them. So we tried the same
style of poisoning, but specifically for mice. No discernible result.

But being at home full time we were beginning to get a fuller picture.
Poisoned grain started to be taken as autumn gave way to winter, the days
became colder and the nights drew in.

We called in pest control. He appeared to know his business. He checked the bases
of the outside walls of the affected area, and found the only entrances were the
air-brick grilles. Come on! Who was he kidding! A mouse squeezing through
a square hole of sides the diameter of a disposable Biro. Rubbish! But there were
no broken grilles. He left his tunnel traps outside and placed his poisoned bait
inside, and departed with his (appreciable) money in a cloud of our scepticism!
Then at last I saw a mouse. A dead one on the adjacent lawn, presumably on its way
out to find water. By then I was aware of the other possibilities of mice. This
was a Harvest Mouse. Revelation again. We were trying to be wanton
killers. Annually from time immemorial (or at least back to Queen Anne),
Harvest Mice had been retreating en-masse from the fields at the onset of winter and
looking for a more comfortable billet to (at least partially) hibernate in, like The Old
Rectory for instance.

The pest control man had said that the incoming mice had
flexible bones in their heads which could permit entry

through ‘impossibly’ small holes, and that where
the head went the body could follow. Pull the

other one! He also said we should fit grilles
with a small mesh over the air-brick

panels. The thought of paying
another sizeable cheque the follow-
ing year drove me to reluctantly follow

his advice. It worked like a dream. He
was not a charlatan after all. He really knew

what he was talking about. Amazing! For a
decade now we have been mouse free.

There is a moral here. Smart as you think you
may be, you cannot match a person with

superior field experience. And in the trying
you might do real damage through your

unrecognised ignorance.
Harvest Mice
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A Final Recap
When we first moved in, in 1967, building renovation, in particular repair and
replacement of floorboards, and air-brick installation, offered ample opportu-
nity for House Mice to move in also, The early years' damage to food packs
in kitchen cupboards was almost certainly down to them. Our early efforts
at pest control must have eliminated them (including a difficult customer shot
by my young son in the kitchen with his air-rifle and a deal of patience), but the
Harvest Mice will have continued their annual immigration-emigration. The
rare stench of something dead under the floorboards next to the kitchen must
have been House Mice.
So we must face up to it. For years we were trying our utmost to wantonly kill a
bunch of friendly, house-considerate Harvest Mice annually looking for a safe
warm comfortable berth in harsh times. House-considerate in that they never
gnawed wood or plaster for access, or searched for, ate, and/or contaminated
human food, or indeed left noxious visible signs of their toilet.
They were gentlemousely unobtrusive guests causing us no real problems. Thank
Heaven for the pest control man and his lightening of our ignorance, stopping a
wholesale slaughter of these lovable innocuous innocents. Denying them their
historic winter haven is bad enough, but we can live with that.

Creatures great and small
Tony Howes

As usual during the winter months several Bitterns have taken up residence in the
waterways and reed beds of the Strumpshaw reserve.  They are very secretive
birds and rarely show themselves, much patience is needed and luck of course, to
see and photograph one of these magical water birds.  You may see one walking
in the open, but the best bet is to see one flying low over the reeds heading to
another feeding area.

Elsewhere this last summer I came across a White-letter Hairstreak feeding on
bramble flowers, a butterfly I had not seen before, a nice find.  Apparently they
spend most of their time in the top of elms feeding on honeydew.

In early summer while at Cley I saw a pair of Avocet adults attacking and killing
young birds of another pair that had nested close by.  The attacks were ferocious
and sustained, at least three small chicks died, they were being picked up and
thrown down again until all movement ceased.  The parents of the small chicks
were only a few yards away and did nothing to defend them.

A caterpillar of the Puss Moth also turned up, this well camouflaged specimen
was found feeding on willow.  I am always amazed at the variation in form and
colour of wild creatures and wonder why they evolved the way they have.
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A Naturalist visiting the Norfolk/Suffolk border.
Steven Rutherford MBNA

For the naturalist a visit to the North Norfolk coast brings bird watching that few
other areas of the British Isles can match. There are other hot spots that my wife
and I visit and one always has a soft spot for one’s own patch – and that patch is
RSPB Old Moor in South Yorkshire - however, the quality and quantity of avian
visitors to the stretch of Norfolk coast line will always attract birders from far and
wide. Birding is, of cause, only a part of the labyrinth of life that the Naturalist
seeks and the birding world there is well documented and recorded so to look at
areas away from that birding hot spot is usually rewarding and can bring surprises.
This was the case when I took a holiday cottage just off the A1066 half way
between the market towns of Thetford and Diss for the first time in the late sum-
mer of 2012. Looking at a map the Brecklands offered a very different landscape
and habitat to my undulating home range in South Yorkshire. The area is also well
catered for with nature reserves looked after by both the Wildlife trust and the
RSPB to help the visiting naturalist to the area have the best experience within a
short stay. The cottage that we stayed in is set well back from the main road and is
situated on the South Norfolk side of the border and is next to a farm that is now a
livery and stabling centre. There are three small mixed deciduous woods
surrounding the paddock which shapes it into a T shape. A small duck pond stands
next to the path that runs through the middle of the paddock. The quiet road at the
end of the driveway to the cottage runs between the A1066 and the Suffolk Wild-
life Trust reserve at Knettishall Heath making an easy walk from the cottage to the
heath. As the visit was in September any Golden Orioles Oriolus oriolus and
Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus were probably on their return migration it was
decided to concentrate on bats and invertebrates, however, with a pair of Marsh
Tits Poecile palustris on the cottage’s bird feeders, a Hobby Falco subbuteo fly-
ing around the area and a Barn owl Tyto alba hunting around the paddock each
evening, the birding part of the holiday was well catered especially when a
Willow  Tit P. montanus was seen in the garden too.
The nearby reserve at Lopham and Redgrave was visited for to see the Fen Raft
Spider Dolomedes fimbriatus with the highest number seen of three on one pond
and five in one day. Two other insects that were a “first” for me were the Dark
Bush Cricket Pholidoptera griseoaptera and the Dock Bug Coreus migrinatus. It
is, quite often, these unexpected finds that excite the Naturalist and this was
repeated on the heath at Knettishall after photographing a Buzzing Snail-hunter
Cychrus caraboides (a lovely common name  describing the beetle to a tee) next
to a row of Wild Privet Ligustrum vulgare that lines the road to the car park.
While looking on the leaves of the Privet there was a 5th instar nymph of a Box
Bug Gonocerus acuteangulatus. Finding four new insects to me in two days
confirmed my decision for the visit to this area.
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A walk around the paddock next to the cottage in the afternoon looking for
evidence of bats using the abundance of flying insects over the pond and around
the horses looked very promising with the out buildings  and older trees in the
woods that could be used as roosts. One particular Beech tree Fagus sylvatica on
the edge of one of the woods was showing brown oily stains coming out of two
natural holes in the trunk that could only be faeces and urine trails from an active
bat roost. The first bats to emerge that night were Noctule Nyctalus noctula hunt-
ing the length of the paddock with the characteristic echolocation sound of “chip
shop, chip shop” followed by the slaps and clicks of a common Pipistrelle
Pipistrellus pipistrellus and two soprano Pipistrelles Pipistrellus pygmaeus feed-
ing through the garden of the cottage. Hunting along the length of the woods were
Natterer’s bats Myotis nattereri feeding at head height just below the overhanging
branches of the trees. It was while I was recording the Natterer’s that I picked up
another bat on the detector and hunting, again, along the wooded margin, the
detector was reading this call on 35 kHz and sounded very much like two pebbles
clicking together in a very irregular rhythm. As the bat flew passed it had broad
wings and a slowish flight. Checking the recordings that night confirmed this bat
to be a Barbastelle Barbastella barbastella.

With such a successful week it was decided to take a fortnight stay the following
September in the same cottage with all of the above found again with the excep-
tion of willow tits. A Skinner moth trap was set up each night and a list of species
caught has been given to the owners of the cottage so they can publish it on their
web site (www.covertcottage.co.uk). An added bonus to the trap was a visiting
brown Long-eared Bat Plecotus auritus gleaning moths from the bushes as they
were attracted to the light giving excellent views of this mammal. The other find
of this holiday came with a visit to Lakenheath nature reserve; along the paths
there were plenty of dragon and damselflies – Ruddy Darters Sympetrum san-
guineum and Common darters S. striolatum, Migrant Aeshna mixta,Common A.
juncea and Brown hawkers A.   grandis as well as Common Blue Enallagma cy-
athigerum  and Emerald Damsel- flies Lestes sponsa – while Common Lizards
Zootoca vivipara were basking in the sunny places out of any breeze and a Pal-
mate Newt Lissotriton helveticus was crossing one of the paths; it was while we
were looking at some Comma butterflies Polygonum c-album that had just
emerged that my wife, Pauline, noticed one in aberration giving a white on brown
colour. All that either of us could come up with was a pale version of Ab. dilutus
but neither of us was convinced. A photograph and description were sent it to Rob
Parker, who is the Lepidoptera County Recorder for Suffolk and he wasn’t sure
either so forwarded it to Alec Harmer at British Natural History Museum. Alec
Harmer is the author of “Variations in  British Butterflies” and one of the leading
authorities on this subject. This is what he said: “The Comma is very nice. The
Museum literature describes Ab. dilutus as "ground colour white", which this
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 "ground colour very light fulvous, the spots small and few in number. These are
the only 2 relevant colour forms listed. I have a photo of a similar one in the
Museum Collection which is described as Ab. nov ground colour yellowish buff.
Without having a photo of intermedia I would go with the ab. nov one. “

Rob Parker backs this up with: “The Comma is almost, but not quite Ab. dilutus,
which needs white colours. The only example like yours in the Natural History
Museum has been allocated the title "Ab.nov" which means it was considered a
new variety at the time it was caught/described - so yours might be only the
second example to be found (in Britain). Also, Alec liked it, which suggests
rarity.”

With thanks to Robert and Joan Clegg of Covert Cottage, Riddlesworth
(Steven Rutherford MBNA is Chairman of the South Yorkshire Branch of the British Naturalists’Association and
has recently retired from the RSPB working as the Information Officer at the Dearne Valley reserve in South
Yorkshire.)

   Time for Reflection
  Brian Macfarlane

This time last year I was telling you of the large number of birds coming to my
garden to dine on my bird cake speciality. This autumn I went to the pet shop and
spent a bird seed fortune in readiness for the bird influx. For a couple of weeks the
birds started to take an interest. Unfortunately the gulls decided to come down in
numbers, which meant my food was disappearing fast.  So I decided to make a
wire netting tunnel (see photo) which all the birds up to Blackbird size could feed
in.  This kept the gulls away, and all the other birds seem to like it, but for some
weeks now they have deserted the garden. The Starling numbers have been down
90% on last winter. Maybe more people are feeding the birds, but there seems a
serious decline in all the species. Most disappointing as I could be left with a food
mountain of enormous proportions.

I have concentrated  a lot on landscape photography, despite the lack of Norfolk
hills. I did see a Hen Harrier on the odd occasion I visited Strumpshaw. I have
gone there mainly for the sunsets.

You will remember that December night when the sea raged, and the winds
howled. That Thursday afternoon I was with my wife and a friend watching the
Christmas show on the Cromer pier. Needless to say we were glad to get off the
pier in one piece. The tide was rising a lot faster than predicted, and was not
meant to be high tide until 8-30 pm that night. I decided to go back to Cromer for
the high tide the next morning. It was a fine day, but still a very strong wind. I
went to the sea front and found no one was allowed down the slope for obvious
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went to the sea front and found no one was allowed down the slope for obvious
reasons. I started photographing the monstrous waves that were breaking against
the depleted promenade. It was a very exhilarating experience, and made me
aware of the tremendous power of nature in the raw.

Then I go another day to witness a very different side to nature;  Autumn in all
it’s glory. I leave you with another of nature’s gems... a Strumpshaw sunset in
contrast to the raging the sea. Nature can be beautiful and deadly, but we can
appreciate them both!

A Fruitful Beginning to 2014
Jenny Kelly

January the 2nd dawned bright and sunny and provided too much of a temptation
to leave the chores and go for a walk for a couple of hours. I decided to have a
local amble around Sedgeford where I live. My route took in parts of the road to
Fring, the Peddar’s Way and the B1454 from Docking, and thus was mainly road-
side verges and grassy footpaths along arable fields. I decided to make a note of
any wild plants that were in flower to see how my observations compared with
those of the Botanical Society of the British Isles’ records from the New Year’s
Day Hunt 2013 (Rich and Whild, BSBI News No. 123, p 40). As I a beginner I
was not expecting to achieve the totals recorded by the experts. These ranged from
20 plants each in Nottingham and Warwickshire through to 52 in Cardiff. I was
therefore pleasantly surprised when I found my list totalled 29 (Table 1) – clearly
an indication of our very mild winter!

My route included several old walls and these provided home for the Ivy-leaved
Toadflax and Mexican Fleabane, as well as the single Snowdrop snuggled up at
the base of a crumbling wall. A surprise, especially as I had not seen them before,
were several Scaly Earthball fungi (Scleroderma verrucosum) protruding between
a wall and the pavement.  I was unsure what the Annual Mercury plants were,
thinking they were perhaps a type of Goosefoot, but after posting a picture on the
web site I-Spot, eight people helpfully identified them as Annual Mercury.
I stopped along the roadside verge to look for Stinking Hellebore (Helleborus
foetidus) hoping to add it to my list as I had seen it in flower in early February last
year. I was unable to find the plant, but did find a very primitive mushroom,
which came as a total surprise – a Sandy Siltball (Battarraea phalloides) (see
picture). The fruiting body is supposed to appear in summer, but here it was in
winter and freely releasing spores. Furthermore, according to Roger Phillips’
(2006) Mushrooms this is very rare and on the Red Data List. An e-mail to Tony
Leech (County Recorder for Fungi), identified that the mushroom had been seen
very rarely until the 1990s after which it was found at five sites in Norfolk (two
near Norwich and three in the southwest of the county).



This was a really good start to the year and I hope that the rest of 2014 continues
in a similar vein.

Table 1 Flowering plants (New Year’s Day List)

In Search of Prehistoric Mosses – the Elusive Bryosaurus
A Jurassic Tall Story?

Mary Ghullam

What better place to look than among dinosaurs, or so the Bryophyte group
thought, when it was out and about at Weston Park1 just before Christmas!
An earlier visit the previous year, during the summer bioblitz, had failed to find
this elusive species. It did, however, yield 47 species of mosses and liverworts in a
range of habitats, including woodland, carr, wet ditches and pasture, and rock-
eries. Highlights had included Schreber’s Forklet-moss Dicranella schreberiana ,
the epiphytic Lateral Cryphaea Cryphaea heteromalla and the liverwort Jagged
Germanderwort Riccardia chamedryfolia.

This time the artificial ponds, walled garden and the dinosaurs themselves were
included in the search. Intrepid bryologists had had to clamber over fences and
avoid swishing dinosaur tails in order to explore the edge of one of the butyl liners
of a pond where Wall Feather-moss Rhynchostegium murale was growing, rather
surprisingly. After escaping the dinosaurs, the group spent some time examining
the bricks of the walled garden, now enclosing a secret animal garden. Close
1 15

Annual Mercury (Mercurialis annua) Black Mustard (Brassica nigra?)
Common Field Speedwell (Veronica persica) Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris)
Daisy (Bellis perennis) Dandelion (Taraxacum agg.)
Fool's Parsley (Aethusa cynapium) Groundsel  (Senecio vulgaris)
Green Alkanet (Pentaglottis sempervirens) Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum)
Hazel catkins (Corylus avellana) Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium)
Ivy (Hedera helix) Ivy-leaved Toadflax (Cymbalaria muralis)
Lesser Periwinkle (Vinca minor) Mexican Fleabane (Erigeron karvinskianus)
Petty Spurge (Euphorbia peplus) Pineappleweed (Matricaria discoidea)
Red Dead-nettle (Lamium purpureum) Red Valerian (Centranthus ruber)
Scentless Mayweed (Tripleurospermum
inodorum) Shepherd's Purse (Capsella bursa-pastoris)

Small Nettle(Urtica urens) Smooth Sow Thistle (Sonchus oleraceus)
Snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis) Sweet violet (Viola odorata)
White Dead-nettle (Lamium album) Wild Clary (Salvia verbenaca)
Yarrow (Achillea millefolium)
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scrutiny of the base of the walls revealed, growing among the ubiquitous Wall
Screw-moss Tortula muralis, a smaller narrower–leaved species with a conspicu-
ous border. This was the aptly named Bordered Screw-moss T. Marginata.

After a quick look at a range of epiphytes growing on a Sycamore, just outside the
garden, it was decided to use the conveniently placed seats as a stop for lunch.
Before the lunch break started, however, a neat little fungus was spotted, growing
on the wood chippings of the raised flower beds. This turned out to be Common
Bird’s Nest, Crucibulum laeve. Nearby were both male and female tiny specimens
of the arable liverwort, Balloonwort, Sphaerocarpos agg.. Unfortunately as they
weren’t fertile, they could not be identified to species level.

After lunch, the group explored deep ditches and wet pasture, reaching an area of
dense Sallow carr, which provided a rich range of epiphytes, including Frizzled
Pincushion Ulota phyllantha, this time without its usual brown gemmae and the
tiny leafy liverwort, Minute Pouncewort Cololejeunea minutissima, a species
which is extending its range.

As the light began to fade, in a last ditch attempt to find the so far elusive
Bryosaurus, a close and daring examination of an Armed Lizard, Brachiosaurus,
was made. Despite having at least seven species of moss growing within reach, no
one offered to climb up the dinosaur to see if any Bryosaurus was lurking on its
towering neck!

In spite of this disappointment, over sixty species of bryophyte had been recorded,
at least 27 new to the site.

1Thanks go to the Dinosaur Adventure Park for allowing the group access.

Changes to County Recorders Listing
Mammal Recorder - Francis Farrow (francis.farrow@btinternet.com)
Please note also new email addresses for:
Martin Collier (Beetles) norfolk.beetles@gmail.com
Paul Cobb (Lacewings etc.) paulrcobb@outlook.com
and  please note that any Mayfly records should be sent to Dr. Dan Hoare
(Freshwater Invertebrates) for 2014 onwards and not to Francis Farrow.
Finally Alex Prendergast  has offered to be a referee: Alex  says:-
I noticed there was no county referee for Charophytes (or other freshwater algae)
which seems a little odd given the county's importance for the group. I'm happy to act
as referee to validate Charophyte specimens (from Norfolk mainly but will  also look
at things from elsewhere) and pass on the records to Bob Ellis and NBIS. Please note
that specimens should be sent fresh or pickled in alcohol (gin, vodka, meths) to my
home address: Bramble Cottage, Low Road, Tasburgh, NR15 1AR.
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Book Review: Owls
Mike Toms

William Collins. HB £55 SB £35

Owls, published in January 2014, is the latest title
in the famous New Naturalist series. The title was
proposed when the series was initiated in 1943, and
is the last in that original list to be completed. It has
been worth the wait. Mike writes clearly and the
book, as expected, is very detailed and well
researched. Chapters cover evolution, senses and
anatomy, food and feeding, breeding ecology,
movements, mortality and owls and humans.
Lastly there is a guide to each of the current
British owl species, namely barn owl, snowy owl,
Eurasian eagle owl, tawny owl, little owl, long-eared
owl and short-eared owl. The book is richly illustrat-
ed by excellent colour images and  diagrams, many
by the author. The cover was designed by Cley-
based artist Robert Gillmor.

Mike is already well known to the Society through his work on Council, Workshops
on small mammals and his column in the Eastern Daily Press. He works for the
British Trust for Ornithology at Thetford where he is currently Head of Garden
Ecology Team. The book is greatly enriched by Mike’s access to the BTO’s vast
database on bird populations. Some of this information derives from the systematic
monitoring methods for barn owl populations
established by Mike and others in the mid-
1990s. He has also made detailed studies of
the small  mammals which comprise such a
large part of owls’ diets, and has spent much
of his free time studying the behaviour of owls
in north Norfolk. Mike is uniquely qualified to
write about owls and this superb book is highly
recommended. The author asks that the book
should be purchased from local suppliers if
possible.

Nick Owens

The stunning portrait of a Tawny Owl is
not from the book but has been drawn
specially by NNNS member Thelma
Macfarlane to compliment the review.



Recording Ants in Your Garden
I would like to thank most sincerely all those people who have contacted me with
offers to record ants in their gardens.  Over the past three years, offers have come
from people living across Norfolk and those records have made a real contribution
to ant recording in Norfolk.  They are particularly important because many of
these gardens occur in 10km squares where previously no records existed.

Recording the ant species nesting in your gardens has given me the opportunity to
meet new people in parts of Norfolk that I have not previously visited and often
leads to further recording opportunities in that locality, so I am very keen to con-
tinue.

Do please contact me if you would like me to visit and identify the ant species in
your garden, or have neighbours who would also like me to visit.  These records
will play a vital part in documenting the ant species across Norfolk.

Many thanks

Doreen Wells, County Ant Recorder
1 Cobden Terrace, Northgate Street, Great Yarmouth, NR30 1BT
e-mail: wells_doreen@hotmail.com

Records Re-visited?
Paul Cobb

Since retiring I have been sending in several years' backlog of records to the
various recorders, that I hadn't had time to do before.  To my surprise I found
many of the present recorders did not have in their databases my old records that
were  submitted on paper.  It seems much of the old stuff on paper is still on paper
because no-one has had time to enter it, such is the scale of the job.

Therefore, if like me you sent in a lot of records in the days of  paper, before we
were all digitised, it might be helpful to contact the recorders and ask if they
would like them re-submitted electronically.

Free Insect Keys
For all emerging entomologists Paul Cobb offers the following note for your
attention:

The Royal Entomological Society has made the out-of-print parts of its Hand-
books for the Identification of British Insects available online to download free.
A treasure trove for the entomologist!  Go to:

www.royensoc.co.uk/content/out-print-handbooks

       181188



The next issue of ‘The Norfolk Natterjack’ will be May 2014.
Please send all articles / notes and photographic material to the editor

as soon as possible by
April 1st 2014 to the following address:

Francis Farrow, ‘Heathlands’, 6 Havelock Road, Sheringham,
Norfolk, NR26 8QD. Email:  francis.farrow@btinternet.com

Membership subscriptions

The N&NNS membership year runs from 1st April to 31st March.
During this time members will receive four copies of the quarterly
Natterjack newsletter, and annual copies of the Transactions of the

Society, and the Norfolk Bird & Mammal Report.

Membership renewals are due on 1st April each year and should be sent
to the treasurer:
  · David Richmond, 42 Richmond Rise, Reepham, Norfolk, NR10 4LS.

New memberships should also be sent to:
  · David Richmond at the above address.

Current rates are £20 for individual, family and group memberships
(£30 for individuals living overseas).
Cheques payable to: Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society.

Nats’ Gallery: All photographs are very welcome, especially to accompany an article or
document a record, occasionally however, because of space limitations, preference may
have to be given to Norfolk-based images, or to those subjects depicting interesting or
unusual behaviour, or are less commonly (or rarely) seen in print.

Please note changes to
subscription rates below
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