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Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society Recorders
Mammals
 General  Francis Farrow   6 Havelock Road, Sheringham, Norfolk, NR26 8QD
   E-mail: francis.farrow@btinternet.com
 Badgers  John Crouch   2, Chestnut Cottages, Guton Hall Lane, Brandiston,
                  Norwich, NR10 4PH  E-mail: norfolkbadgers@yahoo.co.uk
 Bats  John Goldsmith   Barn Cottage, Wheelers Lane, Seething,
   Norwich, NR15 1EJ   E-mail: john@aurum-ecology.co.uk

Cetaceans  Carl Chapman  Falcon Cottage, Hungry Hill, Northrepps, Cromer,
   NR27 0LN E-mail: Carl@wildlifetoursandeducation.co.uk

Birds   Chris Allen  Marsh Farm, North End, Thorpe-next-Haddiscoe,
   Norwich, NR14 6PY   E-mail: birdrecorder@nnns.org.uk

Reptiles & Amphibians John Buckley   77, Janson Rd, Shirlery, Southampton, SO15 5GL
   E-mail: john.buckley@arc-trust.org
Fish
 Freshwater Prof. Gordon H. Copp  Station Master’s House, 56 Yarmouth Road,
   Thorpe St. Andrew, Norwich, NR7 0QF
   Email: gordon.copp@gmail.com
 Marine   Rob Spray & Dawn Watson   1 Town Houses, Yoxford Rd, Sibton,
   Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 2LX
   E-mail: hello@seasearcheast.org.uk
Molluscs (Land)  Position vacant
Insects
 Butterflies  Andy Brazil   47 Cavell Road, Lakenham, Norwich, NR1 2LL
   E-mail: recorder@norfolkbutterflies.co.uk
 Moths  Jim Wheeler   Iveygreen, Town St., Upwell, Wisbech, PE14 9AD
   E-mail: jim@norfolkmoths.org.uk
 Beetles  Martin Collier   Four Winds, Church Close, West Runton, Cromer,
   NR27 9QY E-mail: norfolk.beetles@gmail.com
 Bumblebees / David Richmond   42, Richmond Rise, Reepham, Norwich, NR10 4LS
 Grasshoppers & Crickets            E-mail: richmond.42rr@btinternet.com
 Lacewings, Sponge & Waxflies, Antlions, Alderflies, Snakeflies, Scorpionflies & Snow flea
   Paul Cobb   34, Staithe Road, Heacham, King’s Lynn, PE31 7EE
   E-mail: paulrcobb@outlook.com
 Aphids  Dr J I T Thacker   38, Gladstone,Street, Norwich, NR2 3BH
   E-mail: jit@caleopteryx.com
 Dragonflies Dr Pam Taylor   Decoy Farm, Decoy Rd, Potter Heigham,
   Gt Yarmouth, NR29 5LX  E-mail: pamtaylor@british-dragonflies.org.uk
 Parasitic Hymenoptera Graham Hopkins   15, Matlock Road, Norwich, NR1 1TL
    E-mail: hopkinsecology@yahoo.co.uk
 Solitary Bees & Wasps Tim Strudwick   16, Beech Way, Brundall, Norwich,
    NR13 5ND   E-mail: timstrud@tiscali.co.uk
 Ants  Doreen Wells   1, Cobden Terrace, Northgate Street,
   Gt Yarmouth, NR30 1BT   E-mail: wells_doreen@hotmail.com
 Hoverflies  Stuart Paston,  25 Connaught Road, Norwich, NR2 3BP
   E-mail: stuartpaston@yahoo.co.uk

Terrestrial Heteroptera (Land bugs, excld. Aphids, leaf-hoppers etc.)
Rob Coleman, Springfields, North Walsham Road, Felmingham, North

 Walsham,  NR28 0JU E-mail: mail@rob-coleman.co.uk
 Other Insects Dr Tony Irwin   Natural History Dept., Shirehall, Market Avenue,
   Norwich,   NR1 3JQ  E-mail:  tony.Irwin@norfolk.gov.uk

Spiders    Phillip Collyer,  9 Lowther Road, Norwich, NR4 6QN
   E-mail: pipcollyer@yahoo.co.uk

Harvestmen  Peter Nicholson, Greystone House, Castle Howard Rd, Malton, North
   Yorkshire YO17 7AT  E-mail: petenich@btinternet.com

Woodlice & Pseudoscorpions Dick Jones   14, Post Office Rd., Dersingham, King’s Lynn,
Centipedes & Millipedes PE31 6PH   E-mail: rej@johalpinjones.eclipse.co.uk



Freshwater Invertebrates Dr Dan Hoare, Wheatfen Broad, Covey Lane, Surlingham, Norwich,
 (including Mayflies)                 Norfolk, NR14 7AL  Email: daniel.j.hoare@gmail.com

Marine Invertebrates (incld.  Molluscs) Rob Spray & Dawn Watson   1 Town Houses, Yoxford
Marine Algae (Seaweeds)  Road, Sibton, Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 2LX
    E-mail: hello@seasearcheast.org.uk

Galls Anne Hickley, 23 Biggin Hill Way, Watton IP25 6NZ
   E-mail: anne@penguinofficeservices.co.uk

Vascular Plants
 East Norfolk Bob Ellis   11, Havelock Rd., Norwich, NR2 3HQ ,
   E-mail: bob@elymus.demon.co.uk
 West Norfolk Richard Carter  67 Doddshill, Dersingham, King’s Lynn, PE30 4DJ
   E-mail: rcarter@rsk.co.uk

Mosses & Liverworts
 East Norfolk Mary Ghullam   5, Beech Drive, Cromer Road, North Walsham,
   NR28 0BZ   E-mail: mylia@btinternet.com
 West Norfolk Robin Stevenson    111, Wootton Rd., King’s Lynn, PE30 4DJ
   E-mail: crs111@talktalk.net

Lichens  Peter Lambley   The Cottage, Elsing Rd., Lyng, Norwich, NR9 5RR
  E-mail: plambley@aol.com

Fungi  Dr Tony Leech   3, Eccles Road, Holt, NR25 6HJ   E-mail: tonyleech3@gmail.com

Other Taxa Martin Horlock   Biodiversity Information Officer, R301 County Hall, Martineau
  Lane, Norwich, NR1 2SG   E-mail: martin.horlock@norfolk.gov.uk

Referee:
Charophytes           Alex Prendergast, Bramble Cottage, Low Road, Tasburgh, NR15 1AR
                 E-mail: mushroom_alex@hotmail.com

Special interest groups
NNNS Photographic Group:
                B D Macfarlane, 10 Peregrine Road, Sprowston, Norwich, NR7 8JP
                Tel 01603 408647  E-mail: david.brian.macfarlane@gmail.com

For NNNS Microscopy enquires:
 S M Livermore, 70 Naseby Way, Dussindale, Norwich, NR7 0TP

               Tel 01603 431849  E-mail: stephenlivermore@outlook.com
Other Special Interest Groups, although not part of the NNNS, have similar aims to that of the Society:

Norfolk Amphibian & Reptile Group: P Parker, White Row Cottages, Leziate Drove,
               Pott Row, King's Lynn, PE32 1DB Tel 01553 630842
               E-mail:  philipparkerassociates@btconnect.com

Norfolk Bat Group: J G Goldsmith,The Barn Cottage, Seething, Norwich, NR15 1EJ
              Tel 01508 550003  E-mail: john@aurum-ecology.co.uk

Norwich Bat Group:  S Phillips E-mail: info@norwichbatgroup.org.uk

Norfolk Flora Group: S Harmer / R Carter, 67 Doddshill, Dersingham, King’s Lynn, PE31 6LP.
              Tel 07711870553 / 07711870554  E-mail: sharmer@rsk.co.uk / rcarter@rsk.co.uk

R W Ellis, 11 Havelock Road, Norwich, NR2 3HQ
           Tel 01603 662260  E-mail: bob@elymus.demon.co.uk

Norfolk Fungus Study Group: Dr A R Leech, 3 Eccles Road, Holt, NR25 6HJ
              Tel 01263 712282  E-mail: tonyleech3@gmail.com
Norfolk Lichen Group: P W Lambley,The Cottage, Elsing Road, Lyng, Norwich,
              NR9 5RR  Tel 01603 872574  E-mail: Plambley@aol.com

Norfolk moth Survey: K G Saul, Albion, Main Road, Filby, Gt Yarmouth, NR29 3HS
              E-mail: kensaul@stone-angel.co.uk

Norfolk Spider Group:  P Collyer, 9 Lowther Road, Norwich, NR4 6QN
               Tel 01603 259703  E-mail: pipcollyer@yahoo.co.uk

Norfolk & Suffolk Bryological Group: Mrs M P Ghullam, 5 Beech Drive, Cromer Road,
               North Walsham, NR28 0BZ  Tel 01692 402013  E-mail: mylia@btinternet.com
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This edition of  brings to a close the long association of
Gresham’s School with the printing of the text pages as the school printer Alan
Copeman is shortly retiring. We thank Gresham’s School for the use of their facili-
ties for the last 16 Years and we wish Alan a happy and full retirement.    My thanks
also to all contributors and hopefully all members will enjoy the new-look,

in May.

Medals for our divers
At the Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s AGM in October, Rob Spray and Dawn Watson
were each presented with a Sydney Long Memorial Medal. This medal is awarded
jointly by the NNNS and the Norfolk Wildlife Trust to honour “those who have
made a significant voluntary contribution to Norfolk’s wildlife and wild
places”.

Dr Sydney Long was for many years secretary of the NNNS and through his
connection with the society arranged, in 1926, for 100 people to support the
purchase and management of Cley Marshes. This act effectively founded the
Norfolk Wildlife Trust (as the Norfolk Naturalist’s Trust), the first wildlife trust
in the country.

Since 1986, when the medal was first awarded (to Ted Ellis), fifteen awards have
been made to recipients most of whom spent long lives contributing to Norfolk’s
wildlife. The latest recipients, however, are by far the youngest. Notwithstanding
this, the medal citation (edited) outlines their exceptional contributions:

Tony Leech

Rob Spray and Dawn Watson have in the last decade worked tirelessly
to promote the beauty and richness of our local seas and persuade
others of the need to protect this precious habitat. They have made a
considerable contribution to our knowledge of the seas off the Norfolk
coast. In particular, their exploration by scuba diving of the chalk reef
between Cley and Trimingham, a hitherto neglected habitat, has led to
a realisation that we have the longest chalk reef anywhere in Europe.

As area co-ordinators for Seasearch they have involved, and helped to
train, other amateur divers in wildlife recording, and worked to docu-
ment the flora, fauna and geology of the county’s marine environment.
Their photography has brought this inaccessible underwater world to a
much wider public and their work has provided the essential scientific
basis for the conservation bodies to put the Cromer Shoal Chalk Beds
forward as a Marine Conservation Zone.
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Ubiquitous Fungi
Jenny Kelly

Although a cliché, it is true that I am fascinated by fungi – they are colourful,
have weird and wonderful shapes, strange names, and appear as if by magic from
nowhere. For the past two years I have been trying to recognise the features of
different species so that I can accurately identify them. This has been quite a
frustrating task at times, but I am getting better.

It was with astonishment that in January of this year I discovered from Tony
Leech (County Recorder) that the 10km square in which I live (TF73) is the most
under-recorded in the county with only two records of fungi out of a database of
over 65,000 records! The two records are a Collared Earthstar (Geastrum triplex)
from 1938 and a Stubble Rosegill (Volvariella gloiocephala) from 2000. I know
that the square is better known for its archaeological finds with SHARP (Sedge-
ford Historical and Archaeological Research) actively digging the area every year,
and that it does not contain any alluring coastal areas or nature reserves, being
mainly farmland, but only two records was ridiculous and clearly did not reflect
what was there. Feeling very embarrassed I decided to identify and record the
fungi I saw over the year in my 10km square.

So how did I do? I found 74 species (Table 1) that I could identify with confi-
dence and walked past many more ‘little brown jobs’ that I just did not know
where to start with the identification. There were also some like the Coral Fungus,
found on a fungal foray led by Keith Fox to Ringstead Downs / Chalkpit (a corner
of which is in the 10km square) which we could identify down to genus
(Ramaria) but not species despite examining the spores.

All of the fungi found were appealing for one reason or another, but some stood
out from the rest for me. The Sandy Stiltball that I reported on in issue 124 was
remarkable because of its rarity, and was evidence that with a little knowledge
anyone can find something extra-ordinary. For beauty the Wood Blewit with its
amazing bluish-lilac cap, gills and stipe and lovely fragrance stands out, and is
amazingly common, even growing on my lawn at home. I have always liked the
spectacular Dryad’s Saddle with its concentric flat, dark brown scales and so was
pleased to find it growing in a small copse in Sedgeford, and the translucent
Porcelain fungus growing nearby on a rotting beech was an added bonus. An
amazing fungal sight was seen as I cycled along the B1454 from Docking past a
large wood chip pile which was covered in a carpet of Redlead Roundheads,
which live up to their name and are an increasingly common sight on wood chip
mulched gardens. The other surprise was finding Snowy Waxcaps growing on a
neighbour’s lawn. Waxcaps are supposed to favour unimproved grassland and are
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used as indicators of the quality of grassland, yet my neighbour spends his
summers chemically de-mossing and fertilising his lawn, and still manages to
grow waxcaps. It was also nice to find Stubble Rosegills, which were recorded in
2000, with their silky greyish caps, white crowded gills and white stems enclosed
at the base in a bag-like volva, growing in arable fields and in the grass along the
Peddar’s Way. However, I had no success finding the Earthstar species historic-
ally recorded in 1938.

Fungi are ubiquitous, which is one of their attractions, so during 2015 you will
have difficulty not seeing any fungi. If you do then try and identify them using a
guide such as Collins Complete Guide to British Mushrooms and Toadstools (the
internet site I-Spot can also be very helpful) and if you are confident in your
identification then record it and submit it so you are not in the position of living in
a square with seemingly only two fungus species!

Table 1: Fungi identified in TF73 in 2014

AGARICS and BOLETES
Agaricus arvensis Horse Mushroom
Agaricus campestris Field Mushroom
Agaricus moelleri Inky Mushroom
Agaricus phaeolepidotus (Mushroom)
Agaricus silvicola Wood Mushroom
Armillaria gallica Bulbous Honey Fungus
Armillaria mellea Honey Fungus
Bolbitius titubans Yellow Fieldcap
Clitocybe gibba Common Funnel
Clitocybe rivulosa Fool’s Funnel
Collybia butyracea Butter Cap
Coprinellus disseminatus Fairy Inkcap
Coprinellus micaceus Glistening Inkcap
Coprinopsis lagopus Hare’s-foot Inkcap
Coprinopsis nivea Snowy Inkcap
Coprinus atramentarius Common Inkcap
Coprinus comatus Shaggy Inkcap
Flammulina velutipes Velvetshank
Hygrocybe conica Blackening Waxcap
Hygrocybe virginea Snowy Waxcap
Laccaria amethystina Amethyst Deceiver
Laccaria laccata The Deceiver
Laetiporus sulphureus Chicken of the Woods
Lepista nuda Wood Blewit

             Leucopaxillus giganteus Giant Funnel
Macrocystidia cucumis Cucumber Cap
Macrolepiota mastoidea Slender Parasol



Mycena aetites Drab Bonnet RUSTS
Mycena arcangeliana Angel's Bonnet Alexanders Rust
Mycena galericulata Common Bonnet
Oudemansiella mucida Porcelain Fungus ASCOS
Panaeolus papilionaceus Petticoat Mottlegill (Orange Disco)
Parasola conopilus Conical Brittlestem  Green Elf Cup
Parasola plicatilis Pleated Inkcap Cramp Balls
Pholiota gummosa Golden Scalycap Coral Spot
Pleurotus ostreatus Oyster Mushroom Sycamore Tar-spot
Psathyrella multipedata Clustered Brittlestem Holly Speckle
Rhodotus palmatus Wrinkled Peach Dead Man's Fingers
Stropharia aurantiaca Redlead Roundhead
Suillus granulatus Weeping Boletus
Volvariella gloiocephala Stubble Rosegill Scrambled Egg
Xerula radicata Rooting Shank

BRACKETS and CRUSTS
Bjerkandera adusta Smoky Bracket
Chondrostereum purpureum Silverleaf Fungus
Coniophora puteana Wet rot
Cylindrobasidium laeve
Fistulina hepatica Beefsteak Fungus
Ganoderma australe  Southern Bracket
Inonotus radiatus Alder Bracket
Piptoporus betulinus Birch Polypore
Polyphporus squamosus Dryad’s Saddle
Postia tephroleuca Greyling Bracket
Stereum hirsutum Hairy Curtain Crust
Trametes versicolor Turkeytail
Trichaptum abietinum Purplepore Bracket

GASTEROIDS
Battarrea phalloides Sandy Stiltball
Bovista plumbea Grey Puffball
Calvatia gigantean Giant Puffball
Lycoperdon pyriforme Stump Puffball
Lycoperdon utriforme Pestle Puffball
Scleroderma verrucosum Scaly Earthball

JELLIES
Auricularia auricula-judae Jelly Ear
Exidia glandulosa Witches' Butter
Tremella mesenterica Yellow Brain
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More on Butterfly Aberrations

Kevin Radley

I was fascinated to read about and see photos of butterfly aberrations in the last
issue of Natterjack (No. 127).  They do not seem to turn up very often, compared
to past times, particularly the Victorian era when collectors travelled to colonies
of butterflies known to contain aberrations – and paid good money in some
instances to acquire specimens for their collection.  Population densities of butter-
flies were far greater then and aberrations have always been rare, so with our
depleted stock I suppose that it is no surprise they are rarer still.

The photo of the pale Wall Brown sent in by John Furse, is (very) similar to a
specimen drawn by A D A Russwurm in his book ‘Aberrations of British Butter-
flies.’  Referred to as ab. castaneopicta. Verity.  Caught in Sidcup 21.07.49 and
was acquired by Robert “Porker” Watson for his collection.  It now resides in the
Natural History Museum, apparently, although I was unable to find the specimen
on their website.

Hans Watson’s photo of the Dark Green Fritillary with metallic blue ‘spots’ is
very intriguing.  If one ‘Googles’ Dark Green Fritillary and clicks on ‘images’ it
is possible to see on certain individual males, a blue sheen on the dark marginal
markings of the fore and hind wings (see ‘a’ in illustration) when angled to the
light, akin to the blued steel of a gun barrel.  It is also apparent, by looking at
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RUSTS
Puccinia smyrnii Alexanders Rust

ASCOS
Anthracobia macrocystis (Orange Disco)
Chlorosplenium aeruginascens Green Elf Cup
Daldinia concentrica Cramp Balls
Nectria cinnabarina Coral Spot
Rhytisma acerinum Sycamore Tar-spot
Trochila ilicina Holly Speckle
Xylaria polymorpha Dead Man's Fingers

SLIME MOULDS
Fuligo septica Scrambled Egg
Mucilago crustacea Grass Slime Mould
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these photos, that the amount of black at the margins varies considerably from
specimen to specimen, so that they are almost absent in some and quite bold in
others.  As these photos are accumulated from all over the Dark Green Fritillaries
range, it may well be that they differ slightly from colony to colony.  As Hans
says, there is no mention of this in the guidebooks - of which I have a number -
also no mention of a ‘blue sheen’ to the scales of the outer margins on males.
There are also no references of Dark Green Fritillary with blue scales in the books
on aberrations by either Frowhawk or Russwurm.

I mentioned the ‘blue sheen’ to Hans, but he was adamant that the blue on his
butterfly was “like the blue on a small tortoiseshell”. He e-mailed me the photo
printed in Natterjack No 127, so I could get a better look and indeed they certainly
appear to be blue scales as opposed to a steel blue sheen.

If I can tear myself away from ‘my’ swallowtails next summer, I’ll be off to the
coast looking to solve a mystery.

ERRATA - Butterfly Polymormophism
Nick Owens

An error was pointed out to me about my butterfly article in the last issue
(Natterjack 127). In the last paragraph p.3 I should have said ‘in which second
and subsequent rhesus positive children conceived by a rhesus negative mother....

Ivy Delights
Francis Farrow

The summer seemed to go on into September and when Nick Owens alerted me to
the fact that an Ivy Bee Colletes hederae had been recorded earlier in the month
from Sheringham Common by Tom Ings (24/09/2014 - 2nd County record), I
headed for the location. After a short wait a couple of bees turned up
(09/10/2014). A couple of weeks  later Nick said he had recorded the rare hoverfly
Didea fasciata at Weybourne so I again went off to the same flowering ivy and
was rewarded with a fine specimen of D. fasciata.(30/10/2014).
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Ants of Norfolk
Doreen Wells

Since 2009 there has been a concerted effort to map the whole of Norfolk, in
terms of recording ants in all 10k squares in the county (including those areas
previously administered by Suffolk).  To-date, there are still a few 10k squares
that remain to be surveyed and a few more which are under-recorded, but we have
gathered much data on ant species and their nest habitats which was not
previously available, including those species recorded for the first time in
Norfolk: Formica cunicularia (2014) and Myrmica karavajevi (2011).  Many
species are much more widespread in Norfolk sites than at first thought: Formica
lemani, Myrmica karavajevi and Myrmica specioides being good examples.

In Norfolk we now have 27 ant species currently recorded, which excludes one
ancient record of the wood ant (Formica rufa) in East Norfolk.  I have not
included this as none have been recorded in the 20th or 21st Century.   There are no
current records of wood ants nesting in Norfolk or Suffolk, but there are several in
Essex.

The United Kingdom has approximately 55 ant species recorded, some of which
have only recently been recorded for the first time.  It is often difficult to say with
confidence of the latter whether they are indigenous and have just been over-
looked, or whether they have migrated from the Continent with the warming
climate.  One or two have obviously entered the UK via the transportation of
plants or goods, such as Lasius neglectus, and may consequently cause problems
for our indigenous species.

Our County list for ants so far is:

Formica cunicularia         Lasius mixtus  Myrmica microrubra
Formica fusca Lasius platythorax Myrmica rubra
Formica lemani Lasius psammophilus Myrmica ruginodis
Hypoponera punctatissima         Lasius umbratus                        Myrmica sabuleti
Lasius alienus          Leptothorax acervorum Myrmica scabrinodis
Lasius flavus          Myrmecina graminicola Myrmica schencki
Lasius fuliginosus          Myrmica karavajevi  Stenamma debile
Lasius meridionalis         Myrmica lobicornis  Temnothorax nylanderi
                Tetramorium caespitum

Once all the 10k squares have been covered in the next few years and as many
sites as possible have been recorded, then a more complete and informative
picture of our ant fauna can be published.



Basking Shark - 4th November 2014
While out birding at Salthouse I noticed what I thought may have been a Cetacean
just offshore. It turned out to be a Basking Shark and I watched in awe as this
scarce visitor drifted slowly east,  my first one in Norfolk.

John Furse

Ocean Sunfish - 19th November 2014
I was standing on the cliffs at Sheringham in the hope of seeing cetaceans.
Instead, I saw the weirdest thing.
I spotted a tall, narrow dorsal fin among the crabpot markers bobbing and
weaving. I first saw it just off the Weybourne coastguard cottages and watched it
until it disappeared past Sheringham lifeboat station in the east. The whole pass
must have taken about 45 mins from around 09.30hrs. The visible part was about
2-3 times higher than it was broad and was weaving along in fairly tight loops, the
fin flopping from side to side between 30 and 45 degrees each time but often flop-
ping beneath the surface altogether. It looked as though it was almost hinged on
something just below the water, rather than sweeping along behind a tail. Nothing
else was ever visible above water except the fin, which was slightly raked back-
wards in profile. I was looking through the scope on 45x magnification. I’d find it
difficult to say how much was visible but I’d say about 30cm- although it could
have been quite a bit more.
A fisherman was messing with his crab pots nearby but went off back towards
Sheringham between me and the ‘fish’ without apparently seeing it- he seemed
more intent on looking up towards me! It could only have been about 50-100m
further out beyond his boat as he passed.
Was it an Ocean Sunfish I saw? Keith Zealand

From Rob Spray:
It sounds like you did! One of Carl Chapman’s cetacean watchers recorded one
recently and they have been seen on the strand line in previous years.
I have never seen a sunfish but the fin sounds right – they have a tall, narrow
dorsal fin and the flopping seems typical too. As their tail is little more than a
rudder the dorsal and anal fins do all the work – and not so effectively if they are
close to the surface. They feed on jellyfish so perhaps it was hunting or feeding.

 NB An Ocean Sunfish was found washed up by the Lifeboat House, Blakeney
Point 08/01/2015 by NT Coastal Ranger, Ajay Tegala  - Ed.
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 Bird Pellets
Elizabeth Dack

I have taken a few photos over the past few months which  may be of interest to
Natterjack  readers.  The Little Owl and Kingfisher were both coughing up pellets.
I know owls and kingfishers do bring up pellets but I have never witnessed it
before and catching it on camera was a big bonus for me.   The Little Owl photo
shows the owl still has the pellet in it's mouth.  The  male Kingfisher photos show
the pellet in it's mouth in one picture and just about to go into the water in the next
picture. The photos were taken at Strumpshaw Fen.

Hans Watson

Winter is for me, the least attractive of the seasons. This is especially true regard-
ing the first half of winter, with its shortening days, and often gloomy weather.
When January arrives, with its promise of lengthening daylight and early spring
flowers, I then find my spirit lifts.

There are, however, compensations during these short days of winter, and they are
the arrival of those exciting winter flocks from northern lands. There are the great
flocks of wildfowl, and a special favourite of mine on the fields and marshes
around my village, the lovely Golden Plover. Although Goldies often keep
company with their cousin the Lapwing, I often used to find myself thinking of
Lapwing as homely, friendly birds, and Goldies as wild and wary. This is, no
doubt, a result of my memories of days when Lapwing were familiar farmland
breeding birds, that would noisily dive-bomb me if I went anywhere near their
nesting area. In contrast, Goldies lived in wild, harsh landscapes, and instead of
the joyful and cheerful song of the Lapwing, they had sad and plaintiff calls which
perfectly fitted their wild homelands.

The impressions that we form of bird species in our younger years, often need to
be modified as we grow older, and gain more experience.  And so it was with my
impressions of Golden Plover, which I had only seen in their winter flocks. When
seen on their breeding grounds, Goldies still seem wild and wary, but their songs
do not seem so sad. In fact, the Goldies that I have spent time watching on breed-
ing territories in Iceland, sometimes even condescend to breed fairly close to
human settlements, much like the Lapwings of my younger days. I hope that these
lovely birds continue to uplift my spirits during these short days of winter.
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Pheasants
Tony Howes

Many years ago I read ‘The Phasian Bird’, a book by the late author Henry
Williamson, also of ‘Tarker the Otter’ fame.  There is little doubt that they, as a
family, are some of our most exotic birds and they have left their mark with me,
as they obviously did with Henry Williamson.  Our Common Pheasant ‘Phasianus
colchicus’ has probably been here in the UK since the 11th century, it is now bred
and released in huge numbers for shooting, and is a common bird of the country-
side, it can be found in many colour forms, from white through to black.  Birds
that have been raised in artificial conditions are often ridiculously tame, but
naturalised birds are much more wary, often hiding away in marshes and rough
terrain.

In my wanderings of the countryside I have found and photographed several of the
colour forms of these remarkable birds, the most recent being a pure white
specimen with the red eye patch of a normal male bird.  Several years back a
beautiful ‘blue’ pheasant was at Strumpshaw for a few weeks, in good light it
glowed a rich purple / blue colour, I expect it met its end from a burst of shot from
a 12 bore.

Also seen and photographed at Strumpshaw a few years back were several Reeves
Pheasants, these are very beautiful birds, with extremely long tails, and I believe
they had come from eggs hatched locally.  Golden Pheasants are found living wild
in a few places in the county, as are the extraordinary colourful Lady Amherst’s
Pheasant.

Much of our woodland would have long
gone without the planting and main-
tenance of the shooting fraternity, so we
have that to thank them for.  These beauti-
ful birds help brighten up our countryside,
it just seems a shame that they are only
there to be shot.



 An Unusual Visitor
Elizabeth Dack

It was such a pleasure to sit and watch this little female Desert Wheatear.  It was
not a very nice day when I was there on 11th November 2014 with the sand
blowing about the beach like a sand storm.  At times the little bird stood behind
the handrails on the promenade to shelter from the wind and at other times it went
into the the the pipes in the sea wall.  It didn't seem to mind the people standing
around watching it as I suppose it is not used to humans. Its normal breeding
range being North African deserts or Central Asian steppes.

Odds and Ends
Brian Macfarlane

A Happy New Year to you all!

Christmas has come and gone in a blink of an eye, and it goes quicker the older
you get.

As our son and family were over from Spain for a few days we thought they might
like to see the seals at Horsey. It was a fine morning on the 28th December so we
set off early to get a chance on the car park. It was half full, probably because it
was Sunday and people were having a lie in. Having arrived at the top of the
dunes to see the seals on the beach we were immediately confronted with a strong
below freezing wind. It felt a if a knife was being applied to the skin. Although
the teenage girls were interested their enthusiasm soon waned with the cold so we
went back to the car.  In under an hour the park was full and a waiting line of
stationary cars went right back to the main road. They were going to sit there for
hours.

I went to Cley several times between the November Natterjack   issue and
Christmas. There was very little to be seen, and I do like plenty of action for my
camera to indulge in. I did see a Curlew, and a Heron one visit which was about
all there was apart from a few gulls. The last visit while sitting patiently in the
Bishop hide, was rewarded with a beautiful rainbow. I saw a pot of gold, but
unfortunately no birds were evident as you can see in my photograph.

Strumpshaw suffered a set back from a tidal surge in November which meant a
certain amount of salt got into the reserve. This caused a problem with some birds
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as it affected fish stocks. The water level fluctuated for several months, with low
levels for reed maintenance, and higher levels for flushing out the salt in the
water. This meant there were times when there was a sea of mud outside the Fen
hide, which could have been beneficial to wading birds, but they did not show up.
Now if it had been a railway line one would have said it was the wrong sort of
mud!

I did witness a Heron catch a Water Vole which is a shame as there are not that
many about.

Also a Heron bathing which is slightly unusual especially in 9 inches of water.

The Buckenham reserve, next to Strumpshaw, has it’s usual annual number of
Widgeon, Golden Plover, and Green Plover, etc. The Widgeon numbers are down
on previous years, but there still several thousand. There is always good opportu-
nities for flying shots when they get disturbed by an occasional harrier or
Peregrine flying over them. It doesn’t take much for them to panic.

Well let’s hope we see a little snow, preferably in sunshine before the next
episode of Natterjack.  Enjoy your SPRING, it’s just round the corner!

Grace Corne

Five years ago I noticed an unusual bindweed growing in the garden with thin
petals. As I live in the middle of an agricultural area I am a little suspicious of
such finds in case they are the effects of a whiff of spray from the fields. However
this plant has continued to produce strange 'whiskery' flowers ever since and I am
wondering if it is a new variety/species.

It is also interesting, because by following these flowers it is possible to discover
just how far one plant of bindweed can spread. In this case it covers a circle with a
diameter of some 6 metres, some of which is under a wall.

I do realise the identification of these plants can cause problems but wonder if
flowers like this have been found before.
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I have been asked recently by a number of mammal recorders ‘what should I
record?’ The basics are WHAT, WHERE and WHEN, however, it is not essential
to record every visit to the garden of a Grey Squirrel or Hedgehog or note a
Rabbit in the same field during the daily dog walk. If you regularly record from
your garden or local patch every time you see a mammal that is not a problem but
if you find this a bit tedious do not worry as I have already said it is not essential.
Basically if you record a mammal in a tetrad  (2 km x 2 km square) that will be
fine, although I personally record on a 1 kilometre square basis. Within an area
the frequency of a mammal such as a Rabbit, Hare, Muntjac or Mole hill may be a
daily or weekly occurrence throughout the year, therefore please record it for the
year unless there is an unusual number of animals or there is some interesting
behaviour noted. If such animals as Fox or Stoat are seen in the same area a few
times a year it may be recorded as occasional or each sighting can still be recorded
if you wish. That really takes care of the What and When but what about the
Where. This can be a location such as a village or town, a parish or named wood-
land eg Foxley Wood. Ideally though a grid reference is preferable such as a 1 km
square eg TG1642 or a tetrad eg TG14R. If you have difficulty in reading a map
then you can use gridreferencefinder.com on the internet where you can enter a
Post Code, Location (Road, Town), XY co-ordinates or even Lat/Long. You can
enter an approximate grid reference as well. This will bring up an aerial map
which you can enlarge/reduce and move around until you spot the location of your
sighting. Once you have located your sighting place right-click on the spot and a
label will pop up displaying the grid reference. Once you have the What, Where
and When information this can be elaborated by adding a comment such as
number, stage (adult/young) or as mentioned earlier some note of unusual behav-
iour. Any unusual forms such as ‘black’ Rabbits, ‘silver’ Hares or Stoats ‘in
ermine’ should also be noted. I hope this helps and if you have any outstanding
2014 records please send them in as soon as possible. Good luck with all your
mammal watching/recording in 2015.

A Note on
Recording Norfolk’s

Mammals
Francis Farrow

Bank Vole
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Reports         2014-15 Field
        Meeting location
        St. Andrew’s Hall
                Eaton
        Workshop Centre TMTL

Wells Woods and Dunes
Sunday, 12th October 2014

The dunes, both wooded and open, between Wells and Gun Hill have long attracted
folk interested in fungi, and are the site of a number of Norfolk, and indeed national,
rarities. The first British record of the Tiny Earthstar Geastrum minimum was at
Holkham  (by Ted Ellis in 1958) where a number of small colonies still occur.
Elsewhere, it has only been recorded from Cumbria and, very recently, from Suffolk.
However, the party which assembled at Wells for the NNNS foray on October 12th

2014 found themselves between the peaks of abundance which marked this year’s
fungus season and struggled to find many species, especially the larger agarics.
But struggle they did and by the end of the morning  34 species had been named.
As always when pickings are poor, the extra effort revealed species which may
otherwise have been overlooked. These included several species of Marasmius, a
genus of tiny agarics now named ‘parachutes’, including the rarely recorded
M. curreyi (also known as M. graminum) on the stems of a dead grass. Another
interesting find was the Upright Coral Ramaria stricta, a much-branched buff-
coloured spindle fungus.

For many, however, the highlight of the day was provided by co-
leader Andrew Bloomfield when he showed us the pits, and later a
live larva, of the Ant-lion Euroleon nostras.  This insect was first

recorded in Britain in Suffolk in the 1930s but breeding was only
established in the latter part of the 20th century. In 2005, the

insect was found at Holkham, still its only known breeding site
outside Suffolk.  Here it has become well established and

has been studied for a number of years by Andrew, a
warden who works on the Holkham National Nature Re-
serve which is now managed by the Holkham Estate.
Andrew rounded off the meeting by showing us the
birdlife that could be seen on the reserve.

Tony Leech



15

‘Mossing’ for Beginners: Winterton Dunes
Sunday 2nd November 2014

A mixture of beginners and more experienced bryologists gathered at the Winterton
beach car park to look some of the mosses and liverworts, growing on the dunes.
After a health and safety talk and the distribution of handouts, explaining basic
bryophyte structures, the group headed for the Valley, south of the car park. Here
grew a very limited range of mosses, enabling the differences between pleuro-
carpous and acrocarpous mosses to be illustrated.  The sprawling Cypress-leaved
Plait-moss Hypnum cupressiforme, weaving between the vegetation, contrasted
with the upright growth of the acrocarps Broom Fork-moss Dicranum scoparium
and Juniper Haircap Polytrichum juniperinum. Locally frequent in the area is the
unusual liverwort Ciliated Fringewort  Ptilidium ciliare. The fringes on the edge of
the leaves of this large reddish–golden liverwort, which is rare in Norfolk, revealed
the reason for its name. The dune vegetation also enabled differences between
bryophytes and lichens to be pointed out.

The group, now split into smaller elements and each led by an experienced
bryologist, turned north, noting more Fringewort on the way. Many of the bryo-
phytes already seen in the Valley were encountered again, allowing identification to
be reinforced. New acrocarps were discovered as well, such as the alien Heath Star
Moss Campylopus introflexus with its ability to both propagate vegetatively as well
as through spores. Bob Ellis pointed out the pleurocarp, Red-stemmed Feather-
moss Pleurozium schreberi, growing in taller damper vegetation. Liverworts are
generally sparse on the dunes, but a small patch of another alien species –
Southern Crestwort Lophocolea semiteres was found growing just below the sea
side edge of one of the dunes. This was a new record for the site and seems to
occur both on dunes and on forest rides, where it is probably introduced and
distributed by heavy machinery.

The northern part of the dunes sports a number of depressions and shallow ponds.
Some of these had been recently managed with the scrub cut down and burnt.
Despite this, species of bog-moss Sphagna and liverworts persisted. It was decided
to explore these after a rather wet lunch, which spoiled the chance to look at the
range of books and equipment useful for ‘mossing’.

A slightly depleted and bedraggled group first examined Fringed Bog-moss
Sphagnum fimbriatum, so called because its stem leaves are fringed or fimbriate at
the top. Bob Ellis gave a brief explanation of how bog-mosses differ from other
mosses, both in the structure of their leaves and their capsules. Their leaves allow
large amounts of water to be retained in special reinforced cells and the capsules
are much closer in appearance to those of liverworts. Topically it was pointed out
that the former characteristic was part of the reason behind the use of these
mosses as wound dressings in World War I.  Conveniently the liverwort Inflated
Notchwort Gymnocolea inflata, which grows around the edges of the ponds and
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with the bog-mosses, was found fruiting. This allowed the group to see its capsules
as well as its inflated perianths.

In a further pond there was the opportunity to see another bog-moss Spiky Bog-
moss Sphagnum squarrosum. This was growing with Heart-leaved Spear-moss
Calliergon cordifolium, a pleurocarpous moss. The tiny annual plant Allseed
Radiola linoides, which had been seen there in September, was still present, but
Blunt-bud Thread-moss Pohlia bulbifera wasn’t found again round the pond edge.
On the way back the party came across the colloquially named ‘Juicy Lucy’ Neat
Feather-moss Pseudoscleropodium purum. This common grassland moss with its
concave leaves tends to swell markedly when wet. It can be mistaken, when poorly
grown, for the other feather-moss, seen earlier, as both have red stems.

Hopefully the beginners were not too overwhelmed with the number of different
bryophytes seen and enjoyed the day, despite the lunchtime rain. My thanks to all
the bryologists who helped out, especially as I was unable to participate as much
as I would have liked, as I had inconveniently lost my voice!

Mary Ghullam

Catching up with NNNS Transactions

Members will have noticed that the publication of Transactions is now more than
a year behind the cover date. This is unfortunate for a number of reasons, not least
the delay between observations and publication in the annual Wildlife Reports. To
remedy this situation it has been decided to publish two volumes of Transactions
in 2015: Volume 47 (2014) and Volume 48 (2015). These will be separate but
bound together and will be distributed in the autumn of 2015. In subsequent years
the aim will be to distribute Transactions by the end of June.

Timetable. For both Volumes 47 and 48 (2014 and 2015), all contributions must
be received by the Editor (Simon Harrap) by the end of April 2015. Please copy
also to the Assistant Editor (Tony Leech).

In subsequent years, contributions must be received by the end of January in the
year of publication.

Both Simon and I are aware that much wildlife ‘research’ and many observations
go unrecorded and we are anxious to encourage anyone who wishes to make such
material available to their fellow naturalists. Please contact Tony Leech if you do
require any help or advice.

Tony Leech



We have a Facebook page
I was a Facebook virgin but have fallen in love. Andy Musgrove, who set up the
norfolk-wildlife Yahoo group in 2000 has more recently launched a Norfolk
Wildlife Facebook page and has generously put it under the NNNS banner.
Imagine you had been out for the day and had seen a distinctive beetle but you
didn’t know what it was. You could send a message to the Facebook page
describing it, possibly with a digital photo. The chances are that someone else on
the group will be able to post a suggested identity. In turn, you might be able to
help someone else. Or you might just like to hear about what other people are
seeing.

To join the Facebook group, you'll first need to have a Facebook username and
password. Then simply type ‘Norfolk Wildlife’ in the search box at the top and
you should find the group. You will have to apply to join the group but don't
worry about this - it is a formality to keep out unwanted advertising and offensive
emails. Note that if you apply and the moderators block you by mistake (they're
only human!) then email NNNS and this can be sorted. After that, it is simple to
post comments and pictures of your own, or comment on those posted by other
people.

The norfolk-wildlife Yahoo email group will continue to exist but most users find
it less user-friendly – especially when posting photos. Instructions for joining can
be found on www.nnns.org.uk.

Tony Leech
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AGM
The Annual General Meeting will be held on

Tuesday, 10th March 2015 at 7:30pm
St. Andrew’s Hall, Eaton

This will be followed by

“British Columbia & Canada’s Wild West”

An illustrated talk by Dorothy Cheyne
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From the NNNS TRANSACTIONS Volume 27, Part 1 May 1985

THE WORM SLUG IN NORFOLK
A. G. Irwin

Castle Museum, Norwich.
R. E. Jones

The Lynn Museum, Old Market Square, King's Lynn.

The worm slug, Boettgerilla pallens Simroth, is one of the more attractive British slugs, being
pale grey with a dark tail and tentacles and a dark dorsal streak behind the mantle (Fig. 1).
When extended, its very elongate form distinguishes it from other small slugs with which
it might be confused. It is a recent arrival in Britain, but is spreading rapidly, and might turn
up at suitable sites anywhere in Norfolk. The first county records were made in November
1979 by M. M. Elliot, who found the species in gardens at Burfield Hall, Wymondham and
at Elmhurst, East Carlton (Kerney, 1980, 1985 in litt.).

Fig. 1. Boettgerilla pallens. Drawn from a colour transparency (Scale line:10 mm).

On 26th July, the authors found several specimens of Boettgerilla under stones and pieces
of wood around greenhouses at Bressingham, E. Norfolk (TM0880). There was little in the
way of associated fauna, the only other slugs being Deroceras caruanae (Pollonera). One of
the Boettgerilla was almost pure white with only slight traces of pigment. Apparently this
colour form is not uncommon.
Not all slugs eat green plants. Many eat fungi, decaying leaves or dung and one group,
Testacella, is carnivorous, preying on worms at night! However the diet of Boettgerilla is a
mystery and attempts to feed them with the usual slug fare have been unsuccessful, so that
the species has proved very difficult to keep in captivity (B. C. Eversham pers.comm.). A
knowledge of the habits of this species might help to explain its sudden expansion of range.
Any records or specimens of Boettgerilla would be welcomed by the authors, particularly if
accompanied by some indication of possible foods.
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The next issue of ‘The Norfolk Natterjack’ will be May 2015.

Please send all articles / notes and photographic material to the editor
as soon as possible by

April 1st 2015 to the following address:

Francis Farrow, ‘Heathlands’, 6 Havelock Road, Sheringham,
Norfolk, NR26 8QD. Email:  francis.farrow@btinternet.com

Membership subscriptions
The N&NNS membership year runs from 1st April to 31st March.

During this time members will receive four copies of the quarterly
Natterjack newsletter, and annual copies of the Transactions of the
Society, and the Norfolk Bird & Mammal Report. A full summer
programme of excursions and a winter programme of talks are also
organised annually.

Membership renewals are due on 1st April each year and should be sent
to the treasurer:
  · David Richmond, 42 Richmond Rise, Reepham, Norfolk, NR10 4LS.

New memberships should also be sent to:
  · David Richmond at the above address.

Current rates are £20 for individual, family and group memberships
(£30 for individuals living overseas).
Cheques payable to: Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society.

Nats’ Gallery: All photographs are very welcome, especially to accompany an article or
document a record, occasionally however, because of space limitations, preference may
have to be given to Norfolk-based images, or to those subjects depicting interesting or
unusual behaviour, or are less commonly (or rarely) seen in print.



Contents
Toad-in-the-hole..................     Page 1
Medals for our divers Tony Leech
(Sydney Long Memorial Medal recipients)
Ubiquitous Fungi Jenny Kelly     Page 2
(Fungi from TF73)
More on Butterfly Aberrations Kevin Radley Page 5
Errata -Butterfly Polymormophism Nick Owens Page 6
Ivy Delights Francis Farrow
(Ivy Bee Colletes hederae and Hoverfly Didea fasciata)
Ants of Norfolk Doreen Wells Page 7
Seawatching John Furse / Keith Zealand Page 8
(Basking Shark / Ocean Sunfish)
NATS’ GALLERY                      Centre
(Members photographs)
Bird Pellets Elizabeth Dack Page 9
(Little Owl and Kingfisher)
Return of the Goldies Hans Watson
(Golden Plover)
Pheasants Tony Howes Page 10
An Unusual Visitor Elizabeth Dack Page 11
(Desert Wheatear)
Odds and Ends Brian Macfarland
(Notes from reserves)
Is it a new one? Grace Corne Page 12
(Unusual Bindweed)
A Note on Recording Norfolk’s Mammals Francis Farrow  Page 13
Excursion Reports:       Page 14
      Wells Woods Tony Leech
      Mossing for beginners: Winterton Dunes Mary Gullham Page 15
Catching up with NNNS Transactions Tony Leech Page 16
We have a Facebook Page Tony Leech Page 17

From the NNNS Transactions: Page 18
The Worm Slug in Norfolk AG Irwin / RE Jones

Illustrations:

Fungi (Pages 3-5), Ant-lion (Page 14) - Computer/Clip-art
Pheasant head (Page 10), Bank Vole (Page 13) - Thelma Macfarlane
Worm Slug (Page 18) - Dick Jones


