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Editorial

The Council of the Norfolk Naturalists Trust, in co-operation with the Norfolk

and Norwich Naturalists’ Society, is pleased to present the annual report on the birds

of Norfolk. It is also the Trust’s Jubilee edition.

Weather . . . Review of the Year . . . Road Casualties . . . B.T.O. Rookery Survey

Acknowledgments . . . Recording

The Weather: 1975 will long be remembered for the mild winter. Spring, in

contrast, was cold and wet, but these conditions ended abruptly in early June to give

the warmest and driest summer for many years. Jan. was the mildest for 14 years, but

unsettled weather for the second halfbrought precipitation on every day after the 1 6th.

Feb. was much drier and sunnier than normal
;
March was the wettest and cloudiest

for 1 1 years and ground frost of—8.6C. on the last day of the month was the lowest

of the winter.

April was wetter than normal and the dullest for 9 years. May was the coldest for

20 years and sunshine was below normal. June was much sunnier than normal and
July the warmest since 1969.

Aug. was the warmest since records began at Sprowston in 1925, equalling the

mean temperature of Aug. 1942. It was also the sunniest and driest since 1947. The
month was influenced mainly by anti-cyclonic conditions. Sept, was wetter than nor-

mal and Oct. the driest since 1969, again with anti-cyclonic conditions; fogs and
mists were frequent. Nov. was largely unsettled, but high pressure influenced the

weather for much of Dec. CEastern Daily Press).

Review of the Year: 1975 will long be remembered for the unprecedented number of

rare birds which appeared in Norfolk, including five additions to the County list.

Normally few unusual birds appear in the early months of the year and hence the

appearance ofa wanderer from more northerly latitudes at Sandringham in February,

a Two-barred Crossbill, was surprising especially in view of the mild weather.

Whilst a few summer visitors arrived in the first half of March, adverse weather

conditions delayed the main arrival of many migrants until well into the following

month. On April 19th an abrupt change to warmer southerly winds resulted in a

spectacular fall ofmigrants on the north coast with Chiffchaffs, Willow Warblers and

Wheatears in abundance.
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During the spring many observers look forward to anticyclonic weather

conditions associated with warm south-easterly winds in the hope that a sprinkling

of Mediterranean species will occur having “overshot” their normal breeding range.

These ideal conditions did not generally occur in 1975 although a Black-eared

Wheatear appeared at Cley on May 13th together with a second bird (presumably

lost) ! for 20 days at Holme in June. Other notable records during this period included

two Purple Herons, Golden Oriole and unprecedented numbers of Rough-legged

Buzzards on their return journey to Scandinavia and North Russia.

A variety of unusual waders also occurred. Two Dotterel were seen by many
observers near Salthouse Heath for two days in late May.A Terek Sandpiper appeared

at Breydon on June 1st, followed by the arrival of a Wilson’s Phalarope (a vagrant

from America) at Wisbech S.F. six days later. Somewhat amazingly a second Terek

Sandpiper was seen at Cley for three days in early July, and one can only speculate,

in view of the date, whether itwas on its journey to, or from, its breeding ground in

Finland or further east.

Normally July produces few Scandinavian passerine migrants so the records of

an immature Arctic Warbler at Holme on 5th and a Barred Warbler at Sheringham

on 29th are both surprising. A Rose-coloured Starling (an erratic wanderer from Asia)

was seen at Winterton on the last day of the month. In contrast Pectoral Sandpipers

were detected at Wisbech S.F. in July and at Cley in August.

Several small “falls” of passerine migrants were recorded on the coast between

August 10th and September 14th. Such falls are normally associated with winds

between north and east, with overcast conditions; on August 30th, however, a signi-

ficant arrival of birds occurred on the north coast, especially at Blakeney Point,

with a west-north-west wind (the winds being easterly further north over the North
Sea) and it was interesting that there was a virtual lack of migrants on the north-east

and east coasts. These arrivals included on various dates such species as Wryneck,

Bluethroat, Icterine and Barred Warbler, Red-breasted Flycatcher and Ortolan,

but rather surprisingly no large numbers of the more common migrants such as

Pied Flycatchers were recorded.

Rare birds in the early autumn included a Scarlet Rosefinch at Holkham
August 29th and an Aquatic Warbler on Blakeney Point September 5/6th. This

latter bird was virtually the only migrant on the Point and it can only be assumed that

it had arrived but remained “hidden” since the previous weekend. Pride of place

must go to the Greater Yellowlegs which attracted and delighted so many observers

from September 8th to 13th. A Buff-breasted Sandpiper also appeared at Cley during

the month. Sea watchers were not disappointed; large movements of seabirds were

noted close inshore along the north coast on August 31st during a strong northerly

wind and on September 14th in a north-easterly gale.

South-westerly winds prevailed from mid-September to early October resulting

in a noticeable lack of visual migration.

A Blue-winged Teal, however, was unfortunately shot at Hickling during this

period.

On 9th October the wind veered north-easterly as an anticyclone established

itself over the Baltic. This weather system remained for most of the month and the

associated easterly airstream across the whole ofcentral Europe resulted in the arrival

of an incredible number of Asiatic vagrants. This period will be long remembered in

the annals of Norfolk ornithology!

Goldcrests appeared in large numbers on 10th October on the north and east

coasts. Yarmouth produced single Yellow-browed Warblers and Red-breasted

Flycatchers with two of the latter at Wells, where an Olive-backed Pipit was found.
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The next day a Pallas’s Warbler was discovered in silver birches at the western end
of Holkham pines. On 12th there was a total of at least 15 Yellow-browed Warblers
at Wells/Holkham, together with a pale shrike, one of the eastern Asiatic races of the

Red-backed Shrike. A Dusky Warbler was discovered close to Wells [boating lake

on 14th and the next day two Pallas’s Warblers were seen together at Holkham.
On 17th further Pallas’s Warblers were recorded at Scolt Head and Happisburgh

and a Radde’s Warbler at Brancaster. A second Radde’s Warbler was seen at Holkham
the next day, together with another Dusky Warbler on Blakeney Point (the only warb-

ler present !). A group of observers walking out along the Point to see this bird also

found a Rustic Bunting; another of this species was subsequently at Cley on 22nd.

A Far Eastern vagrant, a Yellow-browed Bunting, at Wells on 19th will be the first

British record if accepted by the B.O.U. Records Committee. A Black-throated

Thrush enthralled visitors to Holkham from 22nd to 25th and on the latter date the

third Radde’s Warbler of the autumn was found at the same locality. On 25th an
adult Lesser Grey Shrike was at Holme, which was very surprising in view of its more
southerly range compared with the majority of species which occurred at the time.

The next day a distinctive eastern race of the Redstart was identified at Heacham and
on 27th another rarity was discovered at Holme—a Short-toed Lark.

During the period considerable numbers of winter visitors were arriving,

including thrushes, finches and sea ducks together with abnormal numbers of Long-
eared Owls. Migration continued well into November, including several small flocks

of Little Auks.

Road Casualties: Along a five-mile stretch of the A47 between Yarmouth and
“Stracey Arms” totalled 117 birds as follows: 40 Moorhens, 36 Black-headed Gulls,

7 Barn Owls, 24 House Sparrows, 2 Blackbirds, 3 Lapwing, 2 Redwing and single

Mallard, Rook and Mute Swan (RHH).

B.T.O. Rookery Survey: During 1975 coverage of the county as a whole was patchy

with 80% of west Norfolk completed, but, with rather more disappointments JGG
reports that he had much more work to complete, rounding up uncovered squares

than were left over in west Norfolk.

Ofthe 30 squares in west Norfolk, 1 was ‘lost’ to Suffolk and 4 were not covered,

but these were completed by late April 1976 so that the total number of Rooks in the

West can be assessed. In the west all recorders report a decline and this was borne

out by the fact that, at the time of the B.T.O. Atlas project, every 10km. square had

Rooks breeding in them, whereas at the present time, 5 widely scattered squares are

apparently Rookless. In the Fens, a former large rookery near Outwell was reduced

to three birds attending a single nest.

The largest number of nests in a 10km. square was just over 700 in both halves

of the county (in the Dickleburgh and Leziate squares). In the west, the adjacent

Downham Market square had 638 nests and the adjacent Narborough and Beecham-

well squares had 220 and 274 respectively. Further east, Cranworth square had 522,

Dereham 389 and Ryburgh 440. Of the remaining 22 squares, only 4 topped the

hundred mark.

The following points emerge : Rooks are scarcer in areas where there are large

estates. Thus the five squares which each cover the Royal estate in part have only 301

nests between them. TF82 had 9 rookeries all of them small and all adjacent to the

western boundary of the square the remainder ofwhich covers 3 large estates in part.

Rooks are scarce in the coastal fringe, in the Fens they have greatly declined and

in the deep Brecks, where there have never been many, there are now two adjacent

squares with none: Thetford and East Harling. The Lexiate square held 710 nests in
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33 rookeries (an average of 21.5 nests per rookery) including a large one of 175
nests. The Beechamwell square with only 5 rookeries contained 274 nests (revealing
the high average of 55 nests per rookery).

A few years ago, I counted the rookeries within a mile radius of Letton Hall
(TF90) reaching a total of 10 rookeries with 530 nests. Now the number has dwindled
to 6 rookeries with scarcely 300 nests, the largest being 105 instead of 209.

The grand total for West Norfolk amounted to 4507 nests in 194 rookeries (an
average of 23.2 nests per rookery). (ALB).

Acknowledgements: Thanks are due to G.M.S. Easy for the Marsh Harrier cover
drawing and for text illustrations

;
also to P. R. Clarke, J. H. Marchant, P.. Powley and

Dr. R. Vaughan for photographs and vignettes
;
to Holme Bird Observatory/N.O A

for access to their records
;
to the Norfolk Naturalists Trust Wardens

; to the National
Trust (Blakeney Point); to the Nature Conservancy (Scolt Head, Holkham, Bure
Marshes (Woodbastwick) and Hoveton Great Broad); to the Cambridge Bird Club*
to the Gt. Yarmouth Naturalists Society; to D. A. Dorling and P. R. Allard for com-
piling the armual record cards; to Mrs. M. Dorling, J. T. Fenton, P. D. Kirby,
Mrs. P. A. Rix, Mrs. S. F. Seago and Miss I. Wymer for valuable assistance and to
all other contributors.

Recording: Records for the 1976 Report should be sent by the end of January to
Michael J. Seago, 33 Acacia Road, Thorpe St. Andrew, Norwich NR7 0PP. Contri-
butors are requested to submit notes in the order followed in B.T.O. Guide 13
(A species List of British and Irish Birds). In order to minimise the work involved
records will not normally be acknowledged. The names of all contributors will be
included in the Report. Following boundary adjustments in April 1974, this Report
includes records from localities formerly appearing in the Suffolk Bird Report.

In order to obtain a uniformity of approach in common with the majority of
county Bird Reports, it has been decided that no records of species on the list consi-
dered by the British Birds Rarities Committee will be included unless accepted by that
committee. At the time this Report has gone to press several such records are being
considered by the above Committee and are accordingly excluded. It is anticipated
that the majority of these records will be accepted and they will be included in the
1976 Report. In order to avoid such situations arising in the future all observers are
requested to submit such records to the Editor as soon as possible after the actual
observation(s) and in any event before the end of the year of sighting.

In addition a County Records Committee has been established (P. R. Allard
G. E. Dunmore, D. Holman, S. C. Joyner and Dr. M. P. Taylor) to adjudicate on
submitted records of semi-rarities and any records of more common species out of
normal season or range. Accordingly for records for 1976 and subsequent years all
observers are asked to submit written descriptions for records of the following
species unless the bird or birds were seen by three or more observers as a general rule
(m which case names of other observers where known should be noted)

:

Black-throated and Great Northern Divers; Red-necked, Slavonian and Black-
necked Grebes; Great and Sooty Shearwaters; Storm and Leach’s Petrels
Red-crested Pochard, Ferruginous Duck; Buzzard and Rough-legged Buzzard’
Goshawk, Red Kite, Honey Buzzard, Montagu’s Harrier, Hobby, Peregrine’
Spotted Crake, Corncrake, Kentish Plover, Dotterel, Temminck’s Stint’
Pectoral Sandpiper, Grey and Red-necked Phalaropes, Pomarine Skua’
Iceland, Mediterranean and Sabine’s Gulls, Roseate Tern, Little Auk, Black
Guillemot, Hoopoe, Golden Oriole, Raven, Bluethroat, Icterine, Barred and
Yellow-browed Warblers, Red-breasted Flycatcher and Ortolan Bunting.
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Classified notes

These notes are based on Birds of Norfolk (1967) where fuller details regard-

ing status, distribution, migration and ringing recoveries may be found. Important

records for Wisbech Sewage Farm (part of which is on the Lincolnshire side of the

county boundary) have been selected from the files of Cambridge Bird Club. Fuller

details of Fens records may be found in the Cambridge Bird Club Report for 1975,

The order used is that of the B.T.O. guide A Species List of British and Irish

Birds (1971) and English names follow current practice. Observations refer to 1975,

unless otherwise stated. To save space, all but the most essential initials have been
omitted. Records are of single birds unless otherwise stated.

Great Northern Diver :North/Wash: up to 4 till March 24th and from Sept. 14th.

Titchwell June 4th. East : Breydon Dec. 28th.

Red Throated Diver: East: 20 at Horsey Gap Jan. 1 is unusual. (GED).

Great Crested Grebe: A B.T.O. survey revealed a county total of 559 adults, as

follows

:

Broads: Rollesby 13 adults, Filby 4, Ormesby 18, Lady 2, Hickling 6, Heigham
Sounds 10, Horsey Mere 6, Rockland 8, Surlingham 4, Strumpshaw 2, Mautby
Decoy 2, Martham 6, Barton 33, South Walsham 6, Salhouse 3, Hoveton Great 39,

Black Horse 21, Wroxham 19, Hardley Flood 6, Hardley Dyke 2, Burnt Fen 4,

Ranworth Inner 11, Upton 2, Woodbastwick Decoy 6, Woodbastwick Old Hall 2,

Malthouse 6, Sutton 4, Lound 6, Fritton 4, Cromes 2 (total of 257 adults). Negative

returns from several broads holding adults in 1973 including Belaugh and Alderfen.

River Yare: between Thorpe Reach and Berney Arms (total of 71 adults). Thorpe
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Reach—Coldham Hall 22; Coldham Hall—Buckenham Ferry 12; Buckenham
Ferry—Reedham 23 ;

Reedham— Breydon Water (Berney End)— 14.

River Chet: 2 adults.

River Bure: between Yarmouth and Coltishall (total of 25 adults). Yarmouth

—

Acle Bridge 0; Acle Bridge—Thurne Mouth 0; Thurne Mouth—Ranworth Dyke 6;

Ranworth Dyke—Salhouse Broad 10; Salhouse Broad—Wroxham Broad 3;

Wroxham Broad—Wroxham Bridge 2; Wroxham Bridge—Coltishall 4.

River Ant: Ant Mouth—Irstead—Stalham Dyke 5 adults.

River Waveney: St. Olaves 2 adults.

Lakes and Gravel Pits: Sparham Pool 4, Lenwade G.P. 9, Fusty Weed G.P. 6,

Lyng G.P. 4, Lyng Easthaugh G.P. 4, Shropham G.P. 4, Swanton Morley G.P. 8,

Seamere 8, Snetterton G.P. 6, Taverham Mill 2, Costessey G.P. 6, Haveringland

Lake 4, Blickling 9, Cawston Lakes 2, Gunton 2, Holkham 4, Earsham G.P. 2,

Gunthorpe Lake 2, Melton Constable Lake 4, Pentney G.P. 4, East Winch/
Foster’s End/Blackborough End/Middleton G.P. 2, Bawburgh/Colney G.P. 4,

Worthing G.P. 2, Broome Heath G.P. 2, Barningham Lake 1, Pentney Abbey G.P.

4, Quidenham 2, All other returns negative. Total of 1 1 1 adults.

Brecks: Stradsett Park 1, Narborough G.P. 5, Narford Lake 3, Thompson Water 1,

Shadwell Park 1, Sahan Toney Mere 2, Scoulton Mere 2, Hill Mere 1, Rush Mere 2,

Wretham West Mere 2. All other returns negative. Total of 20 adults.

Fens: total of 66 adults.

R. Great Ouse Denver—Brandon Ship 16; Relief Channel Denver—Lynn 12;

R. Wissey (Wissey Pits)—2; Old/New Bedford Levels & Delph 10; Cut-Off Chan-
nell—Denver—Hilgay 2; Writton 2, Stoke Ferry 5, Black Dyke 3, Hockwold 4;

River Little Ouse 6; Wissington Pits 2; King’s Lynn Pits 2.

In addition, 10 on the Wash at Ouse Mouth/Bulldog’s Sands Area, June 11th.

(this figure excluded from county total).

Very early breeding at Narborough G.P., with a bird sitting March 11th and

3 young riding on parents’ backs April 8th. (Summary by AMH).

Red Necked Grebe: North: Hunstanton Dec. 7th; Sheringham Aug. 31st; Blakeney

Harbour Aug. 30th in breeding plumage; Overy Staithe Dec. 29th; Salthouse

Nov. 7th; Cley Aug. 31st, Sept. 2nd, 1 1th, 12th, Oct. 1 1th and 19th and Nov. 13th.

East: Yarmouth Nov. 8th/ 18th.

Slavonian Grebe: North: Hunstanton 4 Nov. 17th, 2 Dec. 6th and singles on 23rd

and 29th. Holme Oct. 12th. Scolt Head Oct. 14th. Brancaster 2 Nov. 24th. East-:

Breydon Nov. 8th. Fens: Downham Market flood relief channel Jan. 1st - 5th.

Black Necked Grebe: North: Brancaster for most of Jan. Titchwell Dec. 24th.

Sheringham Oct. 9th. Weybourne Nov. 1st. Hunstanton 3 Oct. 11th. Broads:

Barton Nov. 16th.

Little Grebe: Wash: maximum of 64 at Snettisham G.P. in Nov. Broads: Hickling

32 Oct. 20th. Breydon: estimate of 15 breeding pairs in adjacent dykes including

one which bred successfully in partially polluted area next to refuse tip.

Fulmar: North: total of 48 young counted on cliff ledges between Weybourne and
Cromer as follows (JCM) :Weybourne—Sheringham24; Sheringham—West Runton
7; West Runton—East Runton 4; East Runton—Cromer 13.

Total of 60 adults during breeding season on Cromer West Cliff and 44 between

Sheringham and West Runton. 6 returned Nov. 8th. 2,200 off Sheringham in

northerly gale Sept. 14th, when thousands off Cley/Salthouse. Dying blue phase
bird washed ashore at Sheringham May 24th.
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Wash: Hunstanton 100 Feb. 20th and 14 young in June. First birds returned Nov.
29th. East: Winterton/Horsey 2 - 3 over sandhills May/June. Gorleston Cliffs

1-3 between May and August.

Manx Shearwater: North: Cley/Salthouse 2 April 20th, 15 May 3rd, July 9th and
2 on 15th, 30 - 40 Aug. 31st, Sept. 1st, 6th, 13th, 49 on 14th during northerly gales,

26th, 27th and 28th. Blakeney 26 Aug. 31st and Sept. 15th. Weybourne Sept. 14th

and 3 of the Balearic race the same day. Sheringham 9 May 7th, 3 on 30th, 14 June
3rd, 19 Aug. 31st, 30 Sept. 14th and 1 on 21st, 2 Nov. 7th. Titchwell May 11th,

Hunstanton April 3rd. Holme 10 May 7th, 3 Aug. 30th and 1 1 of the Balearic race

on 31st, 3 Sept. 15th. East: Winterton 2 Sept. 15th.

Souty Shearwater: North: Cley/Salthouse Aug. 30th, 7 on 31st and 12 Sept. 14th,

Blakeney 2 Aug. 31st. Weybourne/Sheringham 7 Aug. 31st, 12 Sept. 14th and 1

Nov. 18th. Hunstanton Sept. 14th. Holme 2 Sept. 15th. East: Winterton Sept. 15th.

Storm Petrel: North: Holme Nov. 17th. Sheringham Sept. 14th and Nov. 8th.

Leach’s Petrel: North: Cley/Salthouse at least 11 Sept. 14th with 3 on 15th. Cley

one over Eye field Nov. 16th and one offshore on 17th. Blakeney Sept. 15th.

East: Winterton Sept. 15th.

Gannet: North: impressive totals off Sheringham Aug. 31st when 420 east and again

on Sept. 14th when 800 east. Blakeney Point 200 east in two hours on Aug. 31st.

Cormorant: East: maximum of 101 at Breydon March 23rd and 126 departing from
Ranworth roost towards Breydon soon after sunrise Dec. 14th. Broads: Filby

96 Dec. 14th, in addition to Breydon birds and 115 on 26th. Wash: Ouse, maximum
of 44 entering river Jan. 20th. Fens: Welney 12 Jan. 5th.

Shag: Coastal records between Hunstanton and Gorleston with maximum of 8 at

Hunstanton March 7th. Broads: Barton 7 Feb. 3rd. Inland: 6 on Yare between
Buckenham Ferry and Hardley Cross in early April. Colney G.P. 4 Jan. 26th.

Grey Heron: The following heronries were counted: Borders of Wash: Snettisham

18 nests; Fens: Hilgay 34, Islington 42, Denver Sluice 4. Brecks: Didlington 10,

Shadwell 8, Narford 0 (all birds shot). Mid-Norfolk: Colney Hall 2 - 4. Broads:

Strumpshaw 1, Barton 10, Heckingham 1, Heigham Sounds 7, Herringfleet 5,

Thurlton 1, Belaugh 8, Upton 7. South: Earsham (America Wood and Holy Grove)
12 .

Purple Heron: Broads: Hickling immature April 26th (PH & RL). Rockland
June 20th (RMcI). Halvergate Aug. 17th - 30th (DT).

Cattle Egret: Broads: Hickling April 22nd - 26th and for several days previous

(PRA GED, et al).

Bittern: Broads: Barton 3 breeding pairs. Horsey 4 breeding pairs. Stokesby Ferry

pair bred. Martham single young in Starch Grass. Strumpshaw one booming.
Upton Mill one booming.

Spoonbill: North/East Coasts Broads: ones, twos and threes at Cley, Holme,
Salthouse, Breydon, Winterton, Barton, Hickling and Horsey between April 29th

and Sept. 21st.

Teal: Fens: Welney, record peak of 3,300 Jan. - Feb.

Garganey: Spring arrival from April 6th at Cley and subsequently at Hickling,

Holme, Breydon, Postwick, Wisbech S.F. and Winterton. Only breeding record

from Cley where brood of 7 noted Aug. 7th.
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Sea-buckthorn berries provide ample food supplies for autumn Fieldfares arriving on

the coast at Holme Photo by P. R. Clarke

This Black Guillemot remained in Wells Harbour for several weeks at the beginning

of the year. Others were identified off Sheringham and Cley. Photo by J. H. Marchant





Blue Winged Teal: Broads: Hickling, duck shot Sept. 27th and set-up by a local

taxidermist (per MJS). Record being considered by British Birds Rarity Committee.

Gadwall: Brecks: largest counts Stanford 60 June 12th, Didlington 50 Dec. 5th,

Shadwell 54 Nov. 16th and Micklemere 36 Nov. 9th. East: 11 Haddiscoe Dec. 6th.

Fens (Welney): 50 young in July.

Wigeon: North: Cley 1,500 - 2,000 Jan. 7th. East: Buckenham 1,500 Feb. 2nd.

Horsey 1,000 end of Jan. Fens: Welney 20,000 in Jan. - Feb. and 15,000 in late

Dec.

Pintail: Fens: Welney 2,000 end of Jan. Brecks: 1 - 5 at Stanford and Mickle Mere.

Wash: maximum of 47 at Snettisham in Jan. East: Breydon peaks of 286 on Jan.

12th and 277 Feb. 18th, with 83 on Dec. 28th. Pair present June 14th and 3 on 21st

considered ‘birds of the year’. North: Cley 120 Jan. 23rd and 60 Dec. 25th. Central:

Colney G.P. 3 Jan. 12th.

Shoveler: Brecks: counts include 36 at Micklemere Dec. 14th. Fens: Welney 80

June 1st, with a record count of 1,500 in late Jan. Tottenhill G.P. 33 Sept. 7th.

Broads: Filby 88 Dec. 18th.

Scaup: East: Breydon maximum of 14 Nov. 16th, with late drake May 8th. Wash:
Snettisham maximum of 13 in Jan.

Tufted Duck: Breeding records: 27 pairs bred in Brecks at 10 sites; elsewhere a

minimum of 22 pairs at 10 sites. In addition 100 young in Fens at Welney.

Pochard: Breeding records: 8 pairs bred in Brecks at 5 sites; elsewhere 17 pairs

bred at 9 sites. In addition nested for first time at Welney but young lost.

Goldeneye: North-Brancaster maximum of 58 in Nov. Wash: late birds at Wissing-

ton (May 19th) and Kings Lynn—Saddlebow, where singles May 31st and July 16th.

Long Tailed Duck: Wash: Hunstanton monthly maxima as follows: Jan. 20,

Feb. 10, March 25, April 9, Oct. 3, Nov. 14 and Dec. 11. North : Occasional records

of up to 12 until April 22nd and from Oct. 9th. East: Breydon Dec. 7th.

Velvet Scoter: Wash/North coasts: Recorded in Feb. Sept. Nov. and Dec. No party

exceeded 20 apart from 63 off Sheringham Nov. 9th. East: Yarmouth 4, Nov. 8th

and one Dec. 7th. Gorleston, 2 Nov. 9th.

Common Scoter: Wash: Hunstanton maxima 1,000+ in Jan. and 700 in Feb. with

500 in Dec. North: Maximum recorded off Sheringham 750 Nov. 9th.

Eider: Coastal records most months and the largest flocks for main localities are

given below. East: Gorleston, 50 Nov. North: Sheringham 24 Nov. Wash: Hun-
stanton 24, Jan.

Red-breasted Merganser: No numbers reported apart from 51 at Hunstanton in

March, 29 at Snettisham and 35 at Sheringham, both in Nov. East: Breydon 10

Nov. 9th.

Goosander: Winter observations from 12 localities including 11 at Gunton Park,

7 at Narborough Lake, 6 at Stanford Water and 8 off Cley.

Smew: Winter singles at Brancaster, Barton Broad, Bawburgh G.P. and Snettisham.

Shelduck: Wash: Snettisham maxima 806 in Feb. Total of 159 young, Vinegar

Middle, July 26th, with 182 on Aug. 11th and 140 young off Ongar Hill July 12th.

East: Breydon, record winter peak of 953 Jan. 26th with 833 on Nov. 16th. Cantley,

exceptional total of 200 young June 30th.
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Egyptian Goose: Reported at Stradsett, Lyng, Lenwade, Narford, Bawdeswell,

Fustyweed, Docking, Cley, Hempstead Mill, Sparham, Bayfield, Blickling, Barton,

Breydon, How Hill and Winterton.

White-fronted Goose: East: None reported in Breydon Area. Elsewhere in Yare
Valley, single from Jan. 21st to Feb. 2nd with 3 Dec. 14th. Horsey, 6 Feb. 9th and
5 on 16th. West Caister, 6 on Feb. 9th. North: Cley, 14 in Feb. and early March.
Holkham, 34 on Jan. 12th, increasing to 50 by Feb. 18th and 80 by late Dec.

Brancaster, 46 Feb. 12th. Blakeney, 10 Feb. 8th.

Bean Goose: East: Up to 102 in usual area till Feb. 16th; 9 returned Nov. 8th,

with 65 from 22nd and 79 at end of year. North: Holme, 9 Nov. 6th and 5 mid Dec.

Fens: Welney, 7 Jan. 1st until early March.

Pink-footed Goose: East: Tunstall Marshes, 20, Dec. 20th. Wash: Snettisham area,

peak of 2,731 (a new record) in Nov. and over 2,000 in Jan. feeding on sugar-beet

tops. North: Titchwell, 350 Feb. 12th. Hunstanton, 100 south-west Nov. 29th.

Brent Goose: Maximum numbers at regular localities: Breydon 120, Wells 500,

Brancaster 1,500, Blakeney 1,500, Salthouse 250, Hunstanton - Holme 600 and
Snettisham 516. Yarmouth, exceptional numbers offshore Nov. 8th when 554 in

5 hours, and again Nov. 9th when 441 in 3 hours during gales.

Barnacle Goose: East: West Caister 25, Feb. 5th to 9th, with 2 on Feb. 11th.

Horsey, 4 on Feb. 9th with 10 on 16th. Breydon, single Feb. 7th. North: Cley,

49 Feb. 13th to 17th with 2 March 17th and single April 1st. Holkham, 1 with Canada
Geese Feb. 20th. Wash: Snettisham area, one with Pink-Feet, Dec. 17th.

Whooper Swan: Recorded up to April 1st and from Oct. 15th at 8 localities with

largest herds at Welney, where 42 in Jan. and 48 by end of year.

Bewick’s Swan: Recorded up to March 29th and from Sept. 20th. Largest concen-

tration at Welney Washes where 900 by end of Jan. and 1,200 present at end of year.

Elsewhere most impressive assemblies at Runham/Mautby (100 Dec. 20th), Muck
Fleet/Fleggburgh/Lower Bure (96 Dec. 26th), Halvergate (68 in Feb.) and Clippesby

(51 Dec. 27th). In Brecks, maximum of 8 at Stanford Dec. 14th.

Buzzard: North: Holme March 31st, April 13th and 18th. Titchwell April 13th.

Wells/Holkham area, 2 April 18th to 28th, and one at Holkham April 6th. Salthouse

Heath April 22nd, Cley April 10th and one in from sea Oct. 19th. East: Buckenham
Jan. 26th, Winterton April 13th.

Rough-legged Buzzard: An exceptional spring movement following large Autumn
arrival in 1974 with unprecedented numbers in April/May. Recorded in every

month except July. Surprisingly few autumn arrivals. The records are given in detail

:

East: Winterton/Horsey Gap, singles in Jan. and Feb. apart from 4 Jan. 30th.,

2 in March and first half of April increasing to 5, April 13th. On April 19th, 10 in

air together at times drifting at a height away to N.E., but always returning; 9

present next day. Further counts here: 7, April 22nd, 8 on 26th and 5 on 27th.

Twelve in area May 1st, including a pair displaying and calling low over observers’

heads and repeated again on 4th when additional aerial displays over woods. This

pair remained till May 15th when most unfortunately a mechanical bird-scarer

arrived. Other May counts include 7 on 4th. One remained in the area most of June

and was last seen at Martham Holmes on 22nd. Another, or same bird, August 3rd.

Exceptional numbers of rabbits were the great attraction.
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Hickling Oct. 29th, Breydon March 8th, Martham Broad Jan. 1st, Ingham-
Happisburgh April 1st, Wheatacre Fen Nov. 8th. North: Holme, 1 - 3 on six

dates Feb. 21st - April 21st with 6 March 4th. Total of 15 April 28th arrived from
N.E. in space of 15 minutes and soared away to S.W.; another May 4th, Wells-

Holkham, singles on four dates Jan. 6th to Feb. 16th, 5-6 April 21st, and another

Dec. 5th. Cley on eight dates Jan. 1st to May 14th with 2 April 29th. Arrival here

Oct. 19th and Nov. 9th. Titchwell 3, Feb. 19th and 9 singles between Feb. 21st and
April 29th. Wiveton April 4th, Blakeney Feb. 15th, Salthouse Heath unusual date

of Aug. 8th, Brancaster 2, April 21st and singles on 29th and Sept. 1 1th, Scolt Head
2, March 31st, Letheringsett May 2nd, Stiffkey Dec. 18th. Wash: Wolferton Feb.

21st, 5 March 6th, April 21st. Breck: Wee ting Heath March 20th. Elsewhere:

Castleacre March 3rd (dead). Docking Dec. 25th where 2 for some time, Massing-

ham Heath 2, Jan./Feb. and one March 15th. Banningham Sept. 21st, Narford
Feb. 10th and 3 between Sedgeford and Ringstead Jan. 6th.

Sparrow Hawk: Recorded from 40 localities. No known breeding recorded in the

county. Migrants at Winterton March 16th to May 8th with 6 in the air together

April 19th and 4 next day.

Goshawk: North: Aylmerton Sept. 11th. East: Winterton April 19th. Brecks: Pair

summered at one site, the female carried a falconer’s bell.

Red Kite: Wash: Wolferton July 22nd and 23rd (GBB). East: Herringfleet Nov. 3rd

and presumably same bird at Thurlton/Reedham marshes Nov. 19th (DK).

Honey Buzzard: North: Pair present at one site from May 11th until at least July

30th, but no evidence of breeding. Third bird present June 1st. Wells/Holkham
Sept. 15th (HE).

Marsh Harrier: Broads
:
(Hickling - Horsey - Martham area) a pair bred successfully

rearing 4 young. AJso a minimum of 3 additional birds for most of summer. Halver-

gate/Lower Bure levels—2 for several weeks during summer. Ranworth, pair sum-
mered. Strumpshaw, female June - August. Cantley Reservoir March 1st - 2nd
and July 13th. Hardley Flood May 23rd. Rockland Broad April 20th and Breydon
April 7th, May 23rd and June 1st. East: Winterton/Horsey Gap wintering male till

May 25th. 2-4 regularly May 15th - June 15th (when one departed out to sea)

and 1-2 irregularly to Oct. 6th. Caister, 3 south April 29th. North: Cley, singles on
seven dates April 19th - June 5th, also August 11th to 14th. Titchwell, 1 - 2 on eight

dates in spring and on five days in autumn. Wash: Snettisham April 29th :- Sept.

21st with peak of 5 roosting here Sept. 10th. Ongar Hill, Sept. 21st.

Hen Harrier: Recorded up to May 4th (Winterton) and 21st (Holme) and from
Sept. 17th (Cley). Apparently increasing as a winter visitor in coastal localities,

with 4 at Winterton April 19th and similar number at Roydon Common and Castle

Acre. More adult males than usual.

Montagu’s Harrier: North: Female at 1972 nesting site from April 29th (same date

as 1974) till July 17th. No male appeared. Additional passage birds (4) in mid-May.
North: Holme, July 26th to August 1st and East Ruston Common May 18th.

East: Winterton June 1st. Broads: Horsey, Sept. 5th, Strumpshaw, June 4th,

Hickling Aug. 23rd. Wash: Snettisham, six occasions in July.

Osprey: Recorded between April 1st and August 12th at Hickling, Breydon, Bucken-
ham/Hassingham/Strumpshaw, Barton, How Hill, Cley, Wells, Felbrigg, Bran-

caster, Holme and Old Hunstanton.
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Hobby: North: Recorded on eleven dates between April 26th and June 16th at

Cley, Salthouse Heath, Blakeney Point, Wells, Gunton, Sheringham and Felbrigg.

East: Winterton May 18th, Breydon Sept. 10th, Sea Palling July 19th. Wash:
Sandringham June 23rd.

Peregrine: North: Cley, recorded on six dates. Blakeney Point Oct. 14th. East:

Winterton, Nov. 12th and Yarmouth (with falconers’ jesses) Feb. 2nd.

Merlin: Singles at Cley, Stiffkey, Brancaster, Wells, Winterton, Yarmouth, Hickling,

Roydon Common, Snettisham, King’s Lynn and Wolferton up to April 18th and
from Oct. 18th.

Quail: Heard calling during summer at Holme, Warham, between Brancaster and
Burnham Market (2) and Babingley. Interesting record of 5 near Bawsey July 31st.

Golden Pheasant: Recorded from Wolferton, Santon Downham, Sandringham,
Dersingham, Swaffham Heath and St. Helen’s Well.

Lady Amherst’s Pheasant: Central, Elsing, Oct. 21st (GJG).

Spotted Crake: North: Cley, Aug. 27th and 2 next day till Sept. 4th, one remaining

till 9th.

Coot: Broads, Interesting count of 246 Filby Broad, Dec. 15th.

Oystercatcher : Breeding records of pairs include : East : Breydon area 7 and Stokesby

1. Broads: Horsey 3. North: Blakeney Point 180, Stiffkey Binks 22. Wells 15,

Scolt Head 160- 170 and Brancaster Golf Course 5. Fens: Wisbech SF 1. Maximum
count of 12,300 at Snettisham in Dec.

Ringed Plover: Breeding records of pairs include: East: Caister 1, Winterton

—

Horsey Gap 8. North: Blakeney Point 122, Wells 14 and Scolt Head 120-130

(400 chicks fledged). Wash: Snettisham 17. Breck: Gooderstone 2, Bodney 2 and
Foulden 1. Fens: Kings Lynn B.F. 5-6, Wissington 1 and Welney 1. West: Total of

9 pairs at 4 gravel pit sites ; 3 sites shared with Little Ringed Plovers.

Little Ringed Plover: Breeding : Total of at least 26 pairs at 15 sites; minimum of

5 1 young reared. First seen in Spring at Titchwell April 2nd and at Colney on 6th.

In West, 3 gravel pit sites shared successfully with Ringed Plover. Away from
breeding localities, passage birds recorded at Wisbech SF (8), Hickling, Cley,

Holme and Breydon. Latest record at Stoke Ferry BF Oct. 5th.

Kentish Plover: North: Cley/Salthouse, a male and female on numerous dates

April 19th - June 6th and again June 21st; in Autumn Sept. 3rd and 10th. Blakeney

Harbour Aug. 31st with female and immature, Sept. 7th - 8th. Titchwell male

May 19th. East: Breydon male June 1st - 4th (in song display on 2nd). Broads:

Hickling May 16th.

Grey Plover: Wash: maximum count of 450 at Snettisham in Sept. East: Breydon
73 Oct. 23rd.

Golden Plover: largest concentration reported was 2,000 at Horsey, Jan. 8th.

Dotterel. During spring one at Blakeney Point ternery May 10th and two on field

adjoining Salthouse Heath May 25th/26th. In Autumn one over Wells Aug. 12th

and two at Winterton on 29th which were joined by a third bird Sept. 3rd - 12th;

one subsequently found dead on 13th.

Jack Snipe: Latest spring record Wissington BF April 20th. First recorded in autumn
at Hickling Sept. 11th.

Curlew: Recorded at six localities in Brecks in breeding season with three pairs at

Roydon Common. Maximum count of 2,300 at Snettisham in Sept.
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Whimbrel: 3 at Wells on the early date of April 4th. Spring passage appeared to be
in below-average numbers and few records received. Early commencement to
autumn passage at Breydon from June 21st with 9 by June 30th. Late birds Nov
2nd at both Thornham/Holme and Hickling.

Black-tailed Godwit: In Fens at Welney peak number of 97 April 10th; at least
7 pairs reared young. (55 pairs along total length of Ouse Washes). Elsewhere pas-
sage birds March 1st - Oct. 18th with maximum of 28 at Snettisham July 13th
One winter record Salthouse Dec. 30th.

Bar-tailed Godwit: East: Breydon spring peak 101 April 27th; autumn maximum
63 Sept. 23rd. Wash: Snettisham maximum 1840 in Sept. Inland: Sparham Pools
4 April 17th; Wisbech SF 2 April 25th and 1 July 8th.

Green Sandpiper: Maximum numbers: 10 Wissington BF and 12 Hickling end July
and 15 Cley early Aug.

Wood Sandpiper: Passage birds May 6th—June 3rd and again July 9th - Sept 15th
with maximum of 6 at Cley June 1st and Aug. 10th.

Common Sandpiper : Winter records at Yarmouth Jan. 29th and Caistor St. Edmunds
Dec. 16th. Largest numbers on passage seen at Wisbech SF where 33 Aug 2nd
and Holme where 24 Aug. 9th.

Redshank: East: Breydon noticeable increase both in winter and on passage*
peaks of 1000 Feb. 18th and March 31st with 547 Aug. 9th.

Spotted Redshank: Passage birds March 31st - Nov. 9th with maximum of 20
at Cley May 5th, 17 Wisbech SF June 21st, 12 Breydon July 26th, 19 Snettisham
Sept. 1st and 9 Hickling April 26th. One winter record Cley Dec 25th - 30th
Inland: Cantley BF Sept. 6th.

Greater Yellowlegs: East Breydon Sept. 8th - 13th (PRA et al). First county record.
Greenshank: Largest numbers seen on autumn passage with peaks of 17 Breydon
Aug. 13th, 30 Holme Aug. 29th, 14 Cley Aug. 30th, 26 Snettisham Oct. 2nd and
22 Brancaster Oct. 7th.

Terek Sandpiper: Singles at Breydon June 1st (PRA et al) and Cley July 2nd - 4th
(WFB, EMcE, PJM et al) First county records.

Knot: maximum count of 27,000 at Snettisham in Jan.

Purple Sandpiper: Regularly recorded in winter months at Sheringham (up to 3)
Hunstanton (up to 4) and Heacham (up to 4). Elsewhere recorded as follows*
Gorleston Jan. 25th, Yarmouth Jan. 1st and 11th, Scroby Sands on the unusual
dates of July llth/12th, Caister-on-Sea 2 Oct. 10th, Winterton 3 Oct. 9th, Bacton
3 in Jan. and Aug. 30th, Salthouse Nov. 16th, Cley 4 Aug. 30th and singles several
dates Sept. - Nov., Scolt Nov. 20th and Titchwell Aug. 26th and Sept. 14th.

^le Stints SPrin§ Passage noted at Wisbech SF, where one April 16th and up to
3

l
8
!

h " June 1 lth
’
and Cley

> where UP to 7 June 7th - 14th with one June 22ndand 2 July 2nd/3rd. At Stoke Ferry BF 2 also June 22nd. More widespread in
autumn with records July 26th - Nov. 6th with maxima of 16 Holme Aug. 31st
Hickling Aug. 31st and Sept. 6th, 18 Wisbech SF Sept. 5th and 25 Cley Sept. 10th!
Temmmek’s Stint: North: Cley 1/2 numerous dates April 29th - May 29th 2 July
19th/2°th July 26th, Aug. 12th and Sept. 3rd - 11th, Holme July 27th. Broads:
Hickling June 2nd, Aug. 11th and 2 Sept. 6th. Fens: Welney 2 May 20th; Wisbech

July 15th - 19th and Sept. 5th - 8th and Tottenhill G.P. May 31st Inland*
Sparham G.P. May 18th.

'
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Pectoral Sandpiper: North: Cley Aug. 8th - 12th. Fens: Wisbech SF July 15th - 21st.

Dunlin: Maximum numbers for specific localities as follows: Breydon 4,500 Nov.
5th, Snettisham 11,000 in Jan. and Wisbech SF 500 Mar. 25th.

Curlew Sandpiper: Spring records only from Cley, where singles May 8th and 13th

and June 14th with 2 May 26th, and Wisbech SF June 7th. Widespread autumn
passage July 21st - Oct. 9th with maxima of 71 Cley Sept. 3rd, 15 Hickling on 5th,

80 Holme on 8th, 64 Breydon on 13th and 24 Wisbech SF. on 16th.

Sanderlfng: Wash: Snettisham, largest numbers seen in Aug. when up to 600 present.

Fens: Wisbech SF 2 April 30th and also May 23rd.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: North: Cley Sept. 15th - 20th (WFB FC et al).

Ruff: Breeding: Welney 2 pairs successfully reared young. Winter records from Cley,

Hickling and Wisbech SF. Maximum numbers recorded at Wisbech SF where up
to 100 in July, 60 in Aug., 10 in Sept, and 6 in Oct.

Avocet: East: Breydon Jan. 18th, 11 March 23rd, 2 March 24th, April 6th, April

1 lth/12th, April 19th, 2 June 2nd, June 19th and 2 Aug. 27th; Winterton April 6th.

Broads: Hickling July 6th. North: Cley March 6th, 2 April 10th - 16th, 5 June 7th -

11th, 4 July 9th and July 13th; Holme May 11th, June 10th and July 26th. Wash:
Snettisham 2 May 10th and 1/2 early Sept. Fens: Welney May 20th; Wisbech SF
May 21st - 24th.

Grey Phalarope: North: Cley May 7th - 10th (still in winter plumage) and Oct. 19th,

Blakeney Point Sept. 14th. Broads: Hickling female (summer plumage) May 29th.

East: Yarmouth Nov. 18th in harbour entrance.

Red-necked Phalarope : North: Cley May 31st and June 1st. Inland: Freethorpe

Sept. 4th on village pond.

Wilson’s Phalarope: Fens: Wisbech SF male June 7th - 11th (HM-G, JAWM, BW
et al).

Stone Curlew: Status details will appear in the next report.

Great Skua: East: Yarmouth Sept. 29th. North coast: Noted between Aug. 31st

and Nov. 20th with the majority ofrecords on Aug. 3 1st when 5 1 east at Sheringham
and Sept. 14th when at least 56 east at Cley and 149 east at Sheringham during on-

shore gales. Wash: Hunstanton/Snettisham 7 south Sept. 14th.

Pomarine Skua: East: Winterton Nov. 7th. North: Sheringham 17 east Aug. 31st,

4 Sept. 13th, 3 Sept. 14th, Sept. 21st, 2 Oct. 7th and 10 Nov. 18th; Weybourne 7 east

Nov. 16th; Salthouse Sept. 15th and 2 Oct. 10th; Cley Aug. 23rd, Sept. 13th and
20th, 2 Sept. 27th and Nov. 16th; Blakeney Point 4 Aug. 31st; Holkham Nov. 1st.

Wash: Snettisham an exhausted immature on beach Nov. 21st - 23rd.

Arctic Skua: East: Winterton 6 south Aug. 24th and 16 south Aug. 31st; Bacton
maximum 4 daily Aug. 30th - Sept. 1st. North: Recorded July 8th - Nov. 7th with

largest gale movements on Aug. 31st, when 125 east at Sheringham and 74 east at

Cley and Sept. 14th when 168 at Sheringham with 77 east at Salthouse. Broads:

Hickling Aug. 2nd. Fens: an injured bird near Stoke Ferry Sept. 29th.

Long-tailed Skua: North: an immature east at Cley Aug. 31st (JBK) and an adult

east at Sheringham Sept. 14th (FF, JCM, DHS, MPT).

Great Black-backed Gull: An interesting gathering of 286 in Yare Valley Dec. 14th.

Herring Gull: North: Blakeney Point a pair successfully reared one young. Yellow-

legged birds at Hickling Aug. 23rd and Yarmouth Dec. 21st.

Common Gull: North: Blakeney Point a pair successfully reared two young.
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Glaucous Gull: North: records of 1 - 2 birds up to May 12th and from Aug. 6th.

Elsewhere one inland at Rockland Broad April 20th and one at Ouse Mouth and
two at Gorleston, both records Nov. 17th.

Iceland Gull: North: A first-year bird west at Cley March 15th (PJO).

Mediterranean Gull: A second year bird at Breydon July 10th (PRA) and adults

at Cley Sept. 13th (DBS, RTS), and Nov. 22nd (DJB, GC), Salthouse Oct. 26th

(JMB, CMJ) and Gorleston/Yarmouth Nov. 17th/18th (PRA, JCE).

Little Gull: Numerous observations received but as in 1974 not recorded in Feb.,

March or Dec. Two immatures summered at Wisbech SF (June - July). Largest

numbers: 12 frequented a ploughed field at Holme Oct. 17th following NW gales

and during a NE gale Nov. 7th at least 15 east at Salthouse, 16 south at Winterton

and 10 headed out from Ouse Mouth.

Black-headed Gull: East: Unsuccessful breeding at Cantley BF due to predation by

foxes which destroyed all nests. Few other nesting localities reported.

Sabine’s Gull: North: an immature east Blakeney Point Sept. 7th (MHR); during

northerly gale Sept. 14th two adults off Cley (SCJ) and Salthouse (BWJ) and an
adult west Weybourne (PJO); an adult west Sheringham Oct. 10th (JCM).

Kittiwake: Wash: Ouse Mouth 6,000 Nov. 17th many going inland. East: Scroby

Sands, over 1,000 July 12th.

Black Tern: Only recorded in small numbers, with maximum of 7, April 29th - Sept.

12th with several records of singles throughout June. Late birds at Cley Oct. 5th and
Hickling on 15th. Breeding: a pair reared one young in Fens at Welney, the first time

since 1969.

White-winged Black Tern: East: Winterton Aug. 10th (RL, RMcI).

Common Tern: Pairs at breeding sites (number of fledged young where known in

brackets) include: Wash: Snettisham 52 (79). North: Titchwell 11, Brancaster 5,

Scolt Head 420 (110 - high predation by Kestrel and Short-eared Owl). Wells 12,

Stiffkey Binks 130, and Blakeney Point 1500- (300 nests lost by high tides, also high

predation by owls.) East: Scroby Sands 50+. Broads: Ranworth 27 (47), Ormsby 4,

How Hill 1, Hardley Flood 10 (16), Martham 1 (3), Barton 3 (2), Hickling 6 and
Hoveton Great Broad 5. Inland: noted in breeding season at Costessey, Taverham
Mill, Sparham, Lyng, Fustyweed GP, Swanton Morley, Worthing and Lenwade.

Arctic Tern: North: Breeding pairs Scolt 1 and Blakeney Point 2. Elsewhere up to 2

at Cley July 20th - Sept. 28th with a late bird Oct. 19th.

Roseate Tern: North: Up to 3 at Scolt Head during breeding season. At Cley 3 May
9th and singles on four dates June 6th :- July 20th. Holme one May 11th. East:

Happisburgh 4 north-west May 5th.

Little Tern: Breeding records of pairs (number of fledged young in brackets where
known) include: North: Thornham 20, Titchwell 27 (12), Brancaster 18 (2/3), Scolt

Head 70 (1 1 - predation by Oystercatchers and Kestrels), Overy Staithe 5/6, Wells 11,

Stiffkey Binks 30 - 40 and Blakeney Point 208. East : Winterton/Horsey 66 (122) and
Caister-on-Sea one unsuccessful (first attempt since 1962). Broads: Hickling 2

Fens: Unusual inland record of 18 at Wisbech SF July 19th. Latest 2 Cley Oct. 5th.

Sandwich Tern: Breeding: North: Scolt Head 3,200 pairs with a minimum estimate

of 2,800 flying young. Stiffkey Binks and Blakeney Point none nested. East : Scroby

Sands minimum of 60 pairs. Extreme dates Cley Mar. 27th and Nov. 2nd.
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Razorbill: North: Sheringham, maximum counts of 153 Nov. 8th, and exceptional

total of 567 on 30th.

Little Auk: North: Cley, Nov. 2nd, 10 west on 7th and one on 8th. One also on Nov.
19th and one dead Feb. 2nd. Sheringham, Nov. 7th, 8th, 19th and 20th. Hunstanton,

Feb. 21st, and Hunstanton/Holme Nov. 8th. Holkham dead March 14th and Bran-

caster one flew into netting and died Nov. 29th. East: Winterton, 18 north Nov. 7th.

Yarmouth, 2 north and 2 inland with starlings on same date, 14 north on 8th and one
on 9th.

Black Guillemot: North: Sheringham Oct. 11th, Cley Aug. 10th, Sept. 13th, Wells

Harbour Jan. 3rd to Feb. 22nd and again April 5th.

Puffin: North: Sheringham Aug. 31st, Nov. 7th - 22nd with 9 on 9th and 5 Dec. 13th,

Blakeney Point 3, Aug. 31st and one Sept. 15th, Cley 5 Sept. 28th and Nov. 9th,

Titchwell Sept. 22nd.

Turtle Dove: Late bird at Banningham Oct. 22nd. Notable passage records include

Winterton 569 north in three hours (0600 - 0900) June 1st and again on 15th when
58 north. Holme, up to 100 per hour passing west till 1 100 hrs. May 12th. Colney/

Bawburgh G.P. 90, May 26th.

Collared Dove: Inland, large gathering of 250 at Downham Market May 31st.

Barn Owl: Noted at 108 localities. North: Cley, one of the dark-breasted form Feb.

14th (RAR).

Little Owl: Recorded at 28 localities.

Long-eared Owl: Bred successfully at East Wretham and near Brandon. Breeding

season records from Strumpshaw, Wells, Sheringham, Holkham and Brancaster

Staithe. Very unusual numbers (approx. 60 birds) arrived on the coast following

easterly winds in October and northerly winds in early November.
North: Blakeney Point, Oct. 11th, 19th (2) and 21st. Blakeney Oct. 11th and 19th.

Cley/Salthouse Oct. 11th, 12th (in from sea and settled on East Bank), 19th, 21st,

at least 4 Nov. 8th, and one dead Nov. 22nd. Salthouse Heath Feb. 22nd, Sheringham
April 21st, May 15th - 27th, Sept. 28th, Oct. 20th and Nov. 9th (2 in from sea),

Brancaster Staithe approx. 10 in autumn and winter, Brancaster Common Jan. 6th-

12th (2) and April 25th, May 1st - 7th. Hunstanton Oct. 13th, Wells March 3rd, May
20th, Oct. 20th (2), Holme singles on four dates Oct. 5th - 19th.
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East: Yarmouth Nov. 8th, Caister Nov. 8th, Winterton April 20th and Oct. 19th

(2), Stokesby Dec. 13th, Waxham April 20th, Happisburgh Oct. 19th and one caught

on 24th carried a Dutch ring, Oct. 25th and 27th with 2 on 26th.

Elsewhere: Display flight at South Runcton April 4th and another Dec. 27th.

Docking (dead) April 3rd, East Wretham Jan. 26th, Ringstead Common (2) Jan.

26th, minimum roost of 4 Massingham Heath in Dec., Strumpshaw dead Oct. 14th

and on 22nd. Snettisham Oct. 11th.

Interesting offshore observations include singles at Inner Dowsing Lighthouse Nov.
8th, 10th and 13th, and 4 “owls” (2 certainly of this species) on gas production plat-

forms 40 miles N.E. of Yarmouth in late Oct. Additional 1973 nesting record at

Bradeston (in crow’s nest).

Short-eared Owl: Breeding season records from Horsey (June 10th) and Syderstone

(June 11th carrying food). Also juveniles at Warham saltmarsh Aug. 17th. Small

immigration in October.

East: Breydon/Halvergate/Wickhampton, 10 Jan. 1st and migrants in spring to

May 16th, 6 Dec. 26th. Haddiscoe area 7, Dec. 6th. Winterton singles up to May
15th. Happisburgh, 1 in from sea Oct. 20th. Bacton Oct. 16th, Paston Oct. 19th.

North : Cley maximum 7 Feb. 6th, and 3 April 21st. Singles in from sea Oct. 11th and
Nov. 10th with 2 Oct. 19th. Cromer in from sea Oct. 19th.

Wash: Ongar Hill 9 Feb. 2nd.

West: Roydon Common, pair March 7th - April 19th performing display flights

at dusk.

Kingfisher: Bred at Bawburgh Mill, Colney, Cranworth, Crostwight, Downham
Market (3 pairs), Easton, How Hill, Keswick Mill, Lakenliam, Snettisham, Sparham
G.P. (3 pairs) & Strumpshaw. At Crostwight the nest was built between the exposed

roots of a fallen tree in the middle of a small wood.

Hoopoe: In Spring reported from Eaton G.C., March 14th, Caister April 4th - 11th,

Cley 19th - 22nd, Winterton on 24th, and Holme and Hunstanton May 20th. In

Autumn at Herringfleet Marshes and Ashby Oct. 12th, Thornham on 13th, Eding-

thorpe on 23rd and Holkham Nov. 23rd.

Wryneck: Four spring records: Cley April 19th/20th, Winterton May 1st and 4th,

Hunstanton G.C. between 8th - 10th and Fleggburgh Common on 13th. Far fewer

in autumn than in recent years : Cley/Blakeney Point 1 - 2 on seven dates Aug. 13th-

Sept. 14th and 1 on Oct. 21st; Holme 1 - 2 Aug. 28th - Sept. 16th; Sheringham Sept.

14th & 28th (2); Snettisham Sept. 20th; Waxham Sept. 5th and Winterton Sept.

3rd/4th.

Short-Toed Lark: North: Holme one present Oct. 27th - Nov. 16th (DJB, PRC, GW
et al). The third county record.

Woodlark: In Brecks 9 Breeding pairs were located. Elsewhere recorded at Holme
Jan. 13th and Oct. 28th - Nov. 1st (2) ;

Felthorpe March 14th and Hickling Oct. 24th.

Shorelark: North: Cley/Salthouse present up to April 19th and from Oct. 21st, with

a maximum of 30 on Jan. 6th. Weybourne 1 April 12th; Scolt Head 1 Oct. 21st,

Titchwell 1 - 2 in autumn, Holme singles Jan. 1st, Oct. 11th and 30th, with 6 on 18th.

Swallow : One at Twyford Oct. 4th was pale cream in colour apart from a black cap.

Late migrants included singles at Horstead Nov. 5th, Wells on 25th/26th and
Thornham Dec. 24th.
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House Martin: Early birds at California on March 10th and at Swanton Morley on
23rd. November birds at Hunstanton and Holkham (6) on 1st, Sheringham on 5th

and Brancaster (2) on 6th. Again a large breeding colony along Relief Channel near

King’s Lynn with 141 nests on Saddlebow Bridge.

Sand Martin: Late migrants at Crostwight (3) and Sea Palling on Oct. 26th.

Golden Oriole: East : Winterton male in song June 1st (PRA). No evidence of nesting

in the county.

Carrion Crow: West: Roydon Common, the winter roost contained up to 200 birds

in January and 300 in December.

Hooded Crow: West: highest count 35 at Snettisham Oct. 26th and Sandringham
Common Dec. 23rd. North: Holkham 21 on Nov. 1st. East: Breydon 10 Jan. 18th;

Winterton 27 Feb. 1 6th and 45 Oct. 26th. East Ruston 30 during Nov. West : Roydon
Common up to 20 in March, April and Oct. Singles summered at Sheringham and
Winterton.

Jay: The following Oct. records could well refer to birds of the Continental race,

glandarius: North: Sheringham 3 flying south-east on 4th; Titchwell 14 on 11th.

East: Winterton 4 apparently in off the sea on 12th. Wash: Snettisham 2 on 21st.

Long Tailed Tit: East: Winterton 3 white-headed birds April 20th were considered

to be of the Northern race, caudatus. Happisburgh, noticeable passage of small

flocks in October and total of 77 ringed. Trimingham, 6 ringed on Oct. 11th were

controlled at Sheringham the following day.

Black-Bellied Dipper: As in 1974/75 winter reported from several localities : Banning-

ham Nov. 8th - 12th; Briggate Mill Feb. 18th; Hempstead Mill Dec. 2nd -31st;

Honingham Feb. 1st - April 11th & Dec. 1st - 14th; Hunworth March 26th;

Marlingford Mill Dec. 20th; Taverham Mill Feb. 13th & Dec. 16th - 31st; Thetford
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Mill Dec. 1 1th. Two were caught and colour-ringed in the winter of 1975/76 and may
well return to the same areas in subsequent winters.

Bearded Tit: Broads: Bred at Barton, Hickling, Whiteslea, Heigham Sounds, Mar-

tham, Horsey and How Hill. North: Bred at Titchwell, Cley and Salthouse. East-

Bred at Cantley BF. A count in mid-Dec. (Titchwell to Salthouse) produced a total

of 120 birds.

Mistle Thrush: East Tuddenham a cream-coloured bird on Sept. 6th.

Fieldfare: Late spring bird at Holkham May 18th, with 2 at Kelling June 1st. A pair

summered in East Norfolk, but no evidence of nesting. First autumn birdCorpusty

Aug. 10th. One at Lower East Carlton Jan. 27th was albino apart from a black tail

bar.

Redwing: Extreme dates Winterton May 18th and Felmingham Aug. 23rd.

Black-Throated Thrush: North: Holkham immature Oct. 21st - 24th (WVF. DGW
et al). The first county record of this vagrant from Asia.

Ring Ouzel: Spring: recorded April 12th - May 15th from the majority of the coastal

parishes between Hunstanton and Sheringham in the North; from Waxham,
Horsey, Winterton and Breydon in the East and inland at Cantley and Hickling.

Maximum Hunstanton G.C. (9) April 21st and Holme (8) April 26th. Autumn:
1-3 recorded Sept. 30th - Nov. 5th. In North at Holme and Holkham; in East at

Hickling, Winterton, Scratby and Yarmouth.

Wheatear: Late autumn date: Cley Oct. 31st. Marked passage on April 19th when
70 between Salthouse and Weybourne. An unusual record was ofone in the centre of

Norwich Oct. 14th - 17th.

Black-Eared Wheatear: North: Cley May 13th (PT). Holme June 2nd - 21st (PRC,
DJH, MR et al). The second and third county records.

Stonechat: Breeding pairs noted at Weybourne (1), Winterton /Horsey (10) and
Breydon (1). During the winter recorded at many coastal and sixteen inland localities,

the majority of the latter in East. Maxima at Holme (6) Feb. 22nd and at Caister (5)

Oct. 26th.

Whinchat: Extreme dates Brandon April 2nd and very late bird at Holme Nov. 24th.

During breeding season noted only at Sturston Warren, where 2 immatures July 12th.

A sandy-coloured bird at Hickling Aug. 31st.

Redstart: Extreme dates April 29th (Yarmouth) and Oct. 27th (Hellesdon). Breeding

season records from SantonDownham (male singing), Castle Rising (2 males singing),

Tottington (pair with young) and Sheringham (pair with young). Wash: Heacham,
adult male Oct. 26th showed the characteristics of the white-winged Eastern subspe-

cies, known as Ehrenberg’s Redstart, in summer plumage.

Black Redstart: Breeding: Yarmouth 8 singing males, with breeding proved at 2

sites and an exceptionally early singing male Feb. 1st. Gorleston 1 pair. Norwich 3

males singing, but no proof of breeding. Migrants : Many coastal records in spring

and autumn, with inland reports from King’s Lynn, North Walsham, Reepham and
Sparham. Winter: Noted in mid-winter at Norwich (Jan. 29th) Sheringham (all

Jan.) and Heacham (Jan. to March).

Nightingale: Passage birds at Holme May lst/2nd and Winterton Aug. 27th. A full

breeding summary will be published in the 1976 Report.
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Bluethroat : Spring : Sheringham May 7th - 9th, Blakeney Point and Titchwell on 26th.

Autumn : Blakeney Point Sept. 14th - 17th (2). For the second consecutive year more
records in spring than autumn.

Cetti’s Warbler: Broads: Yare valley, a total of 12 singing males at four localities,

and two nests found. A further male in song at another Broadland site. Song heard

from Feb. 1st.

Aquatic Warbler :North : Blakeney Point Sept. 5th/6th (DJH) et al.

Icterine Warbler: North: Wells 1 in song May 18th, the first spring record for eleven

years (JHM). Blakeney Point Aug. 10th (2). Holme Aug. 12th, 13th, 30th, 31st,

Sept. 3rd and 5th. East: Eccles Aug. 16th. Winterton Sept. 4th.

Blackcap: Winter records : North Pickenham Jan. 8th (pair); Castle Rising Feb. 6th;

Cley Feb. 22nd
;
Brancaster Staithe Feb. 22nd (remaining until mid-April)

;
Gaywood

Dec. 8th; Sheringham Dec. 10th and 16th; Thorpe St. Andrew Dec. 28th.

Barred Warbler: North: Sheringham July 29th (the earliest date for the county),

Aug. 30th - Sept. 5th (ringed and retrapped), Sept. 6th (on G.C., probably same bird)

;

Blakeney Point Aug. 12th, Sept. 1st, 7th, 14th/15th (2), 16th; Holme Aug. 30th,

Sept. 2nd, 4th (2), 7th (2) 16th; East: Winterton Sept. 21st.

Garden Warbler: Extreme dates April 20th (Winterton) and Oct. 24th (Holkham).

ChifTchaff: Spring arrival from March 9th (Chedgrave). A bird showing the charac-

teristics ofthe Northern race, tristis, at Yarmouth Nov. 10th, while one at East Ruston
Common Nov. 22nd was probably one of the Northern race. Winter records from
Stoke Ferry Jan. 18th (singing) and Gorleston Dec. 23rd.

Wood Warbler: Kelling 2 pairs throughout breeding season. Noted in May at East

Wretham Heath, Mundford, Santon Downham and Wells, while one was at Shering-

ham July 8th.

Arctic Warbler: North: Titchwell immature trapped July 5th (JR). A highly unusual

date.

Yellow-Browed Warbler: North: Wells/Holkham Oct. 10th - 23rd, present almost

daily, with a peak of 15 on 12th, although only 4 on 1 1th and 1 3th. East: Waxham
Oct. 12th. Yarmouth Oct. 10th/11th and 19th.

Pallas’s Warbler: North: Holkham Oct. 1 1th - 15th, with 2 on the latter date (FKC,
JCE, SCJ) ;

Scolt Head Oct. 1 7th (JB). East : Happisburgh trapped Oct. 1 7th (BMEU).

Dusky Warbler: North: Wells Oct. 14th - 16th (GBB, SCJ, NW et al); Blakeney

Point Oct. 18th (GED et al). The fourth and fifth county records.

Radde’s Warbler: North: Brancaster GC, by clubhouse, Oct. 17th (FKC). Holkham
Oct. 18th - 20th (DMN & RBHS) and a different bird on 25th/26th (PD, GJJ &
ETW). The third fourth and fifth county records.

Goldcrest: Unprecedented numbers occurred along the coast in mid-Oct., following

north-easterly gales including: North: Holme, 200 on Oct. 10th and 250 on 12th;

Holkham 200 on Oct. 12th. East: Happisburgh, at least 1000 passed through area

Oct. 9th - 15th, with 500 on 10th; Yarmouth, 200 on Oct. 11th, 1000-j- on 13th and

100 on 23rd.

Firecrest : Spring : Total of25 at Blakeney Point, Brancaster, Caister, Cley, Crostwight,

Dersingham, Fowl Mere, Holme, Kelling Heath, North Walsham, Sheringham,

Stiffkey, Titchwell, Waxham, Wells/Holkham, Winterton and Witton Wood between
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Four Pallas’s Warblers (upper) and
over 18 Yellow - Browed Warblers
(lower) were identified in October.

March 29th and May 30th. At five of the localities two birds were present together
and several males were heard in song. Autumn: Total of at least 8 at Holme,
Salthouse Heath, irimingham, Wells/Holkham and Yarmouth between Oct 11th
and Nov. 15th.

Pied Flycatcher: Total of 10 in May, the majority on coast but 1 at Wroxham May
12th, and more surprising male in song Cranworth May 22nd - June 5th. Another
at Hickling June 14th. Late autumn birds at Yarmouth Oct. 10th and 14th (2) and at
Holme on 12th.

Red-Breast Flycatcher: North: Blakeney Point Aug. 29th, 30th and Sept. 14th (3V
Wells/Holkham Sept. 29th, Oct. lOth/llth and 12th (2); Hunstanton Aug. 30th,:

Kelling Heath Sept. 18th. East: Yarmouth Oct. 10th; Trimingham Oct. 12th.

Olive-backed Pipit: North: Wells Oct. 10th (SCJ & NW). The first county record of
this vagrant from Asia.

Pied Wagtail: A roost on East Ruston Common contained 80 birds in Nov.
White Wagtail: More reports in spring than usual with 12 at Snettisham April 19th
and 15 at Cley on 21st. At Great Moulton a male White Wagtail bred with a female
pied rearing three young in an open-fronted nestbox.

Grey Wagtail: Bred at a record total of 19 localities. The
due to better coverage. Details as follows:

increase, at least in part,

r -r

*°rt

i
: R ' G'aven—Bayfield Hall. Central : R. Yare—BarnhamBroom, Cringle-

lord, Eariham, Keswick, Lakenham and Marlingford. R. Bure—Horstead R Tudd
—Easton and Honingham. R. Wensum-Lenwade, Lyng, Norwich (2 sites) and
Taverham South: R. Waveney—Ellingham, Mendham and Needham. Brecks:
K. Thet—Brettenham Bridge.
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Yellow Wagtail: Extreme dates April 1st (Cley) and Oct. 24th (Holkham). Marked
spring passage noted at Snettisham April 19th (70) and Cley April 20th (150).

Blue-Headed Wagtail: Breydon April 19th; Snettisham April 22nd; Cley 1 - 4 April

19th - May 5th; East Ruston Common May 31st; Downham Market male summered
but no evidence of breeding.

Grey-Headed Wagtail: Hickling May 16th; Cley May 21st - June 1st; Kelling May
25th.

Waxwing : Recorded up to April 20th (Norwich) and from Oct. 19th (Wells). Monthly
totals : January 21 (maximum 1 3 in Norwich)

;
February 10 (maximum 6 in Norwich)

;

March 6 ;
April 5 ;

October 25 (maximum 12 at Hunstanton)
;
November 52(maximum

16 at Brancaster); December 12 (maximum 6 at Downham Market). The majority

were recorded on the coast and in and around Norwich.

Great Grey Shrike: Recorded up to April 19th (Beeston Common and Holkham)
and from Oct. 1st (Holkham), whilst one with an injured wing was present at Cran-

worth May 1st and 22nd. During the winter months single birds were recorded from
20 coastal and 25 inland localities, with 2 on Salthouse Heath.

Lesser Grey Shrike : North : Holme/Thornham Oct. 25th - Nov. 4th (PRC, et al). The
first autumn record for the county for over fifty years.

Red-Backed Shrike: Breeding season: A total of 13 breeding pairs in the county

compared with a revised total of 14 pairs in 1974. Spring migrant at Holkham May
20th. Autumn migrants noted at Blakeney Point, Hickling, Holkham and Winterton

between July 24th and Oct. 20th. One showing the characteristics ofone ofthe eastern
races of Red-tailed shrike at Holkham Oct. 12th/l 3th (GBB, SCJ & RPM).

Rose-Coloured Starling: East: Winterton July 31st (ADB).

Hawfinch : Recorded in breeding season at Weeting (2), Felthorpe (4 - 5) and Santon

Downham. At East Wretham in late Jan and in early Feb. unprecedented total of

up to 183 roosting in hornbeams and silver birches, the number falling to 25 by the
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end of March. The remaining records concern 2 at Attlebridge April 2nd and Sher-

ingham July 31st, singles at Shadwell Nov. 16th and Salthouse Heath on 22nd, and 7

at Cranwich Nov. 16th.

Greenfinch: East: Winterton a flock of 2000 feeding in fields Feb. 23rd, with 1500

still present March 9th.

Siskin: Brecks: Grimes Graves, a pair present throughout May. Santon Downham,
a pair June 19th and female July 5th (singing frequently heard in this area April to

June 1974). Largest winter flocks Holkham Oct. 24th (20), Chedgrave Common
Nov. and Dec. (40) and East Wretham Dec. 26th (50). 46 feeding on nuts and seeds at

Banningham Oct. 22nd is exceptional for the county.

Twite: Recorded up to April 22nd (Winterton) and from Sept. 4th (Blakeney). North

:

counts include 4 - 500 at Wells (on late date of April 21st), 400 at Titchwell, and 200

at Blakeney Point and at Holme. East : maximum of 120 at Breydon Jan. 1st. Broads

:

35 at Hickling Oct. 3rd. West: inland at Roydon Common Jan. 2nd (few) and 6th.

Central : Keswick Mill a male with redpolls and goldfinches on the extraordinary date

of June 17th/18th.

Scarlet Rosefinch: North: Holkham female Aug. 29th (DMW). The fourth county

record, and the third consecutive year that one has appeared in Norfolk, the only

previous one being in 1892.

Crossbill: No definite breeding records, but widely distributed in Brecks and in

West. Numbers, however, small with maxima of only 7 at Sandringham (July) and
9 at Wells (Oct.).

Two-Barred Crossbill: West: Sandringham Feb. 16th (JC & GP). The third county

record.

Brambling: Late birds at Winterton May 4th and at Cantley between 18th and 26th.

Concentration of 1500 in Fens at Wissington B.F. end Dec.

The following summary by GED relates to the Norwich area.

During the first days of 1975, considerable numbers of finches were reported

feeding in the beech woods in the grounds of County Hall. On 5th January, despite

and almost continuous movement of birds in to and out ofthe woods, it was estimated

that at least 1,250 Bramblings were present, with somewhat surprisingly only 50 - 75

chaffinches. Bramblings continued to feed in this area throughout Jan. and Feb.

including up to 600 at the nearby Colman works, where 100 were ringed. Elsewhere

during the period, records were received of up to 300 at Colneyand Arminghall and
up to 400 at Twenty Acre Wood at North Earlham.

In the middle of January a regular north/south movement of finches was noted

over Thorpe Road throughout the day. By following their flight path with the aid of

an Ordnance Survey map, at least 500 Bramblings were found feeding in beeches at

Mousehold Heath to the north on the 19th. These birds were undoubtedly flying

southwards to the County Hall area. Later in the month many hundreds were also

seen flying north over Christchurch Road early each morning, presumably feeding

to the north of the city.

Again with the use of an O.S. map and by observing the direction of departure

of birds leaving County Hall in late afternoon, RFJ ascertained that they were roost-

ing at Brooke Wood, 6 miles to the south-south-east. On the afternoon of 26th Jan.

GED obtained a reasonably accurate count of the finches by standing adjacent to the

road to the north ofthe wood, especially as the birds were arriving in two well-defined

corridors from the north and flying low because of the wind. Birds started arriving at

3.30 p.m. and continued until 4.40 p.m. with the largest numbers about 4.00 p.m. As
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many arrived singly or in small flocks, with a larger party of 200 to 300 birds only
every few minutes, it was possible to identify most birds as well as count them.
Whilst small numbers ofYellow-hammers, Linnets and Tree Sparrows were arriving,

with larger numbers of Chaffinches, out of a total of 7,600 birds the majority were
Bramblings i.e. a total of 6,500 - 7,000. It would appear that such numbers are un-
precendented in the Norwich area but unfortunately one can only speculatehow many
birds were also arriving at Brooke Wood from the east, south and west!

During February the flocks of Bramblings tended to become smaller and the

birds more widespread. Small numbers were seen in many parts ofNorwich including

birds feeding in and on the ground below isolated beech trees well within the city

centre. In March birds were still present in many areas of beech especially in gardens

but the largest numbers tended to disperse away from the city with records of 700
feeding on stubble near Bramerton on 2nd and 400 near Horstead on 24th. (GED).

Yellow-Browed Bunting: North: Wells Oct. 19th (DJH, JBK & MP). This record

has been accepted by British Birds Rarities Committee and is under consideration

by the B.O.U. Records Committee. If accepted it will be the first British record of

this Asian vagrant.

Ortolan: North: Blakeney Point Aug. 30th (GBB, SCJ et al).

Rustic Bunting: North: Blakeney Point Oct. 18th (AJLS) and Cley Oct. 19th (FKC)
with another at Cley on 22nd (RJ & DIMW).

Reed Bunting: North: Blakeney Point 2 - 300 feeding in small flocks on top of the

shingle on Oct. 18th is unusual.

Lapland Bunting: North: in autumn recorded from Aug. 30th (5 at Blakeney Point).

Maximum counts 15 at Cley in Oct., 10 west at Holkham Nov. 5th and 12 at Overy

Staithe Dec. 29th. Otherwise 1-2 noted at Holme, Sheringham, Snettisham and

Titchwell. East: singles at Breydon Sept. 6th and Dec. 28th.

Snow Bunting: North: May reports from Cley (19th) and Cromer (male in summer
plumage 29th/30th). In autumn recorded from Sept. 7th (Holme). Up to 200 present

at Holme and Salthouse in Dec., 100 at Brancaster in Nov. and 80 at Titchwell in

Oct. East : maxima at Yarmouth of40 Jan. 1st and 27 Dec. 6th. Only inland record at

Ten Mile Bank Nov. 26th - Dec. 3rd.

Ring-Necked Parakeet: North: Sheringham Sept. 30th. East: Waxham April 13th;

Yarmouth April 21st (2) and Dec. 29th; Caister April 14th; Gorleston July 27th;

Winterton Aug. 28th. Broads: Surlingham May 24th.

Observers are requested to submit all records of this species.

The following, not mentioned in the Classified Notes, were also recorded in 1975

{breeding species in italics): Black-throated Diver, Mallard
,
Canada Goose

,
Kestrel

,

Red-leggedPartridge, Partridge, Pheasant, Water Rail, Moorhen, Lapwing, Turnstone,

Snipe, Woodcock, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Guillemot, Stock Dove, Woodpigeon,

Cuckoo, Tawny Owl, Nightjar, Swift, Green Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker,

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Rook, Jackdaw, Magpie, Great Tit, Blue Tit,

Coal Tit, Marsh Tit, Willow Tit, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Wren, Song Thrush, Black-

bird, Robin, Grasshopper Warbler, Reed Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Whitethroat,

Lesser Whitethroat, Willow Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher, Dunnock, Meadow Pipit,

Tree Pipit . Rock/Water Pipit, Starling, Goldfinch, Linnet, Redpoll, Bullfinch, Chaf-

finch, Corn Bunting, Yellowhammer . House Sparrow and Tree Sparrow.
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Bird RingingjiSm Report

IN THIS year’s report, the list ofrecoveries has been shortened, although the amount
of material available is ever on the increase. Some species have been omitted

altogether, including the Bearded Tit and most of the waders, and these will be

dealt with at greater length in a future report. The extra space made available this

way has been devoted to a short article on the movements of Black-headed Gulls.

Some species rarely appear in these lists; this year both the Long-eared and
Short-eared Owls have their turn, and there are some interesting series of re-

coveries for other species, with some for 1976 brought forward where appropriate.

While checking through the material sent in by ringers we were most impressed

by the number of ringed birds that were controlled, or in other words, caught and
released with their ring still on. The three Goldcrest movements came to light

his way as did also the warblers and most of the finches.

Shag

Fame Is., Northumberland Titchwell (dead) 1 1 . 1 1 .74

(pullus) 2.8.74

Heron
Nestlings ringed at Broadland colonies were recovered from various parts

of eastern England. The following are all from at least 250km distant, and
are among the most northerly for the species from this area.

Wickhampton 30.5.74 Harrogate, Yorks, (dead) 8.4.75

Wickhampton 30.5.74 Wooler, Northumberland (dead) 11.5.76

Belaugh 10.5.75 Levens Park, Kendal, Westmorland (shot)

14.3.76

Wigeon

Nine ringed at Snettisham between 1970 and 1975 were reported shot in

U.S.S.R. between May and early October, the latest of these being on 2nd
October on the River Volga, 300 miles east of Moscow. Two others were in

Denmark in September and October.

Shelduek

Cantley (pullus) 16.7.72 Grays, Essex (shot) 23.10.75

Kestrel

Snettisham (pullus) 10.6.71 Gressenhall, Dereham (dead) 10.2.75
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Coot

Deeping St. Janies, Lines, (juv.) Elmham (caught by dog) 27.4.75

31.10.73

Little Ringed Plover

Little is yet known of the movements of this summer visitor, but no doubt
the following are typical.

Gt Witchingham (Ad.) R. Somme, N. France (killed) 24.3.72

24.6.71

Near King’s Lynn (pullus) Majorca, Balearic Is. (control) 26.8.75

12.6.75

Snipe

Salthouse 19.8.72 Vichuga, Ivanov, U.S.S.R. (shot) 30.8.74

Black-headed Gull—see separate report (page 28).

Long-eared Owl
One of the many found in eastern England in late 1975 carried a German ring

Wittmund, Niedersachsen, Happisburgh (control) 24.10.75

Germany (pullus) 16.6.74

Short-eared Owl
A bird reared in Yorkshire and apparently wintering on the Wash.
Goole, Yorks (pullus) 11.6.75 Terrington (shot) 19.10.75

Swallow

Bedworth, Warwicks (roosting) Shotesham (control) 18.5.75

15.9.74

House Martin

The bird from Lancashire had presumably passed through north Norfolk

on passage.

Happisburgh 18.5.75

Downham Market 5.9.74

Song Thrush

Shotesham (pullus) 26.5.69

Holme 17.9.73

Titchwell 11.5.73

Ince Blundell, Lancs, (control) 31.5.75

Zarauz, Spain 29.10.74

Guines, Calais, France (killed) 20.12.75

Tortesa, Tarragona, Spain 26.1.75

Mimizan, France 30.3.75
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Redwing
The following two recoveries may usefully be compared with those in the

1972 and 1973 Norfolk B.R’s, where recovery localities are further south than

ringing localities.

Mintlyn, King’s Lynn 30.3.73 Aviz, Alentejo, Portugal (killed) 2.1.75

Mintlyn 8.3.75 Windesheim, Overijssel, Netherlands

(dead) September 1975

Blackbird

The first bird, an adult male on ringing, had possibly changed breeding areas

by 1974, unless this is an instance of very late return migration.

Eckero, Aland, Finland 21.4.70 East Ruston (control) 25.5.74

Fair Isle, Shetland 27. 1 1 .74 Holme (control) 9. 1 1 .75

Redstart

Titchwell 16.9.74 Bremerhaven, Germany (cat) 5.5.75

Robin

Holme 24.4.73 Algamitas, Sevilla, Spain (trapped) 4.2.75

Titchwell 21.10.74 St. Nicolaas, Netherlands (control)

10.10.75

Reed Warbler

Two autumn movements to Sussex, the birds no doubt travelling together,

a habit already seen in other small passerines such as Bearded Tit and Long-
tailed Tit.

Titchwell 29.7.75 Bexhill, Sussex (control) 30.8.75

Titchwell 29.7.75 Bexhill (control) 1.9.75

Garden Warbler

A reverse movement in autumn.

Berg, Limburg, Belgium 2.8.75 Holme (control) 6.9.75

Goldcrest

The first two examples below provide useful information on the timing and
direction of the autumn movement.
Falsterbo, Sweden 8.10.75 Titchwell (control) 11.10.75

Schiermonnikoog, Netherlands Gt. Yarmouth (caught and released)

11.10.75 18.10.75

Titchwell 16.10.74 Friesian Is., Netherlands (control)

23.4.75

Starling

Movement was traced by ringing between Norfolk and Belgium, Netherlands,

Denmark (4), East Germany, Baltic States (5), U.S.S.R. (2) and Finland (2).

This number includes some recently reported from previous years.

Greenfinch

Doncaster, Yorks. 17.8.74 Downham Market (control) 28.12.74

Friesian Is., Netherlands 12.7.74 Walcot (dead) 17.4.75

Redpoll

Considerably more recoveries and controls were reported in 1975 than in

any single year previously. The majority concern birds caught between
August and October in the west of the county and recovered in Belgium in
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October or November, or in various parts of East Anglia during subsequent

breeding seasons. Three others are given in full.

Salthouse 8.5.72

Leziate, King’s Lynn 11.9.75

La Londe, Seine M’me,
France 20.4.74

Brambling

Arstad, Rogaland, Norway
19.10.70

Stola, Rogaland, Norway 7. 10.73

Mintlyn 27.12.73

Peterborough (control) 24.6.75

Dungeness, Kent (control) 19.10.75

Sheringham (control) 22.4.75

Mintlyn, King’s Lynn (control) 8.3.75

Norwich (dead) 22.3.75

Lebbeke, W. Flanders, Belgium (control)

9.11.75

Reed Bunting

A well travelled bird! But it would be interesting to know of its movements
between Nov. 1973 and Jan. 1976. See Norfolk B.R. for 1974 page 201.

Winterton (adult) 9.9.73 a. Budleigh Salterton, Devon 17.11.73

b. Lisburn, Co. Antrim, N. Ireland (con-

trol) 5.1.76

Tree Sparrow

Movements over a few miles are unusual, although the species has been shown
by ringing to cross the southern North Sea.

Ongar, Essex 5.8.75 Gt. Yarmouth (dead on beach) 15.5.75

BLACK HEADED GULL RECOVERIES

Wintering gulls have been trapped and ringed in this and other countries for many
years—they are comparatively easy to catch in gardens or on rubbish tips as they

come down for food. Many thousands of others are ringed annually as nestlings,

and as these birds are found again and reported back to us, a picture of their move-

ments can be built up.

Many are shot, particularly in Denmark in autumn while they are on their way
southwest for the winter. Others have been found injured or poisoned or caught in

traps or machinery.

The map makes no distinction between “winter-ringed in Britain’’ and “summer-
ringed abroad’’, but it shows firstly where our gulls spend the summer months

—

chiefly in Sweden, Finland and the Baltic area generally. Secondly, eastern England

is only part of a much wider wintering area, that extends eastwards to include Den-
mark. A third point that is not seen from the map, but is nevertheless very import-

ant, is that there is little, if any, evidence to suggest that our wintering gulls are

home-bred. Young gulls from Norfolk colonics appear to move westwards into the

Midlands and beyond after fledgling.

It has been established by ringing that the starlings that come so greedily for

winter scraps are a mixture of residents and visitors. It is fairly clear that the gulls

that accompany them, and compete with them for the food supply, are mostly if

not all winter visitors from the lakes and islands of the Baltic and other eastern

parts.
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Editorial

The Editor is pleased to present the 20th Norfolk Mammal Report.

This bleak version of our customary gracious opening exemplifies the severe
pruning necessary to present the essence of three years observations within the page
limitations imposed by financial stringency. The continuance of the policy of includ-
ing informative articles on topics of current importance demanded space be given
to a specialist contributor. We are grateful to Morris Gosling for his account of the
research behind recently improved coypu control and the narrowly averted crisis
situation with this introduction.

Our gratitude must be expressed to the contributors who have faithfully
sent in records in spite of the gap in publication. The Editor begs indulgence for
errors or omissions in the appended list. All notes submitted are filed and add to
our knowledge of Norfolk mammals. The classified notes show that many species,
including some of the most widespread, need much more routine observation to
help build up accurate records. Mammals are certainly more difficult to see than
birds, but there are far fewer species to identify ! Lack of space forbids a bibliography,
but the Editor will be pleased to send a list of helpful literature on finding and
identifying mammals or, just as useful, their signs, (s.a.e. please).

The report published on the Otter survey conducted by S. MacDonald and
C. F. Mason administered a jolt and must surely make us face up to the desperate
situation of this rapidly disappearing carnivore. Intensive research goes on with
other species. Red Squirrel carcasses are still required and members finding a dead
Badger are requested to cover it and ’phone as below. Collection will be arranged.

Special thanks go to Bill Vaughan, Rex Whitta and Arthur Woodhams for
their help in gathering material and to John Goldsmith for acting as scientific
right hand. John has kindly agreed to continue as consultant and will deal with
queries addressed to him c/o The Castle Museum, Norwich, NR1 3JU. Tel •

Norwich 22233 ext. 649.

Contributions for the 1976 report should be sent to R. C. Haney, 124 Fakenham
Road, Taverham, Norwich, NR8 6QH, by the end of January, 1977.
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Classified notes
INSECTIVORA

The thriving Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) has reached near garden-pet status

in some town-fringe areas. Activity has been reported all through the mild winters

with road casualties to the end of December. Three observers witnessed the peculiar

circling display, one on 8 occasions in the same garden between May and August.

The massive totals of Moles (Talpa europaea) on gibbets previously recorded have

not been noted but numbers seem high. On Holme reserve they have worked the

mobile dunes and even the upper beach. The few records submitted of Common
Shrew (Sorex araneus) and Pigmy Shrew (Sorex minutus) cannot give a real indica-

tion of status. Two observers feel there have been local decreases. Water Shrew

(Neomys fodiens

)

have been found dead by the Cromer Lighthouse Station and
observed at Cley and Ringland where 5 were seen together in April 1974.

CHIROPTERA
“Maternity colonies” of Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) caused their usual

flutters but it is pleasing to record more people taking a positive conservation attitude.

Mild winter days have seen flights as late as Dec. 23rd (1974) and as early as Jan.

30th (1975). Three bats joined the list of road casualties. A Long-eared bat (Plec-

tolus auritus) was found at Upper Kelling, a Natterer’s (Myotis nattereri) at Taver-

ham and a Noctule (Nyctalus noctula) at Morley St. Botolph.

Since our last report, bats have received more favourable publicity and interest

has centred on the provision of boxes for summer roosting. The “British First”

from Ludham must give heart to those of us who have been unsuccessful. When an

ash fell early in 1973, Noctules lost their summer roost. A box was fixed at an equi-

valent height and after Starlings had raised a brood, Noctules took up residence

during July. Numbers reached a peak of 48 on Sept. 3rd. Peaks of 41 were reached

in late August in both 1974 and 1975. The large scale experiment being conducted in

Thetford Forest has not been running long enough to produce very definite results

but signs are cautiously encouraging.

LAGOMORPHA
The continuing series of mild winters and locally increasing resistance to myxo-
matosis have brought about marked, and in some places serious, increases in

Rabbit (Oryctologus cuniculus) numbers. Myxomatosis has reduced the peaks in

many areas but vigorous control has been necessary in many others. There is a

problem of balance at Holme—how many should be left to check the Sea Buck-

thorn, a problem itself? Black, melanistic, rabbits were sighted at Surlingham in

June 1973, East Dereham during 1974 and at Shouldham in 1975. The Brown Hare

(Lepus europaeus) still appears to be declining on the central farmlands but holding

its own elsewhere. A “notable increase” is reported from the Breydon marshes.

RODENTIA
Bank Vole (Clethrionomys glareolus) reports have been few and scattered and prove

little beyond the wisdom of checking the cat’s catch. Owl pellet analysis can be a

useful guide to relative numbers and a series from a Barn Owl roost at Broom
contained 10.6% Bank Voles. A further indicator is mentioned in the report from

Breydon marshes where the number of Short-eared Owls during 1974 suggested a

plentiful supply of Short-tailed Field Voles (Microtis agrestis). 1974 was a “high”
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The partly prehensile tail of the Harvest Mouse, subject of a national survey, is

shown to advantage in this photograph by D. Avon and T. Tilford

The sensitive snout, rather than the tiny eyes, of the Common Shrew aid this voracious

insectivore in its search for food. D. Avon and T. Tilford
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This representative of the elusive Chinese Water Deer came out of its Broadland

cover to present this alert pose to D. Woolner

Common Seals were often in the news, with numerous pups beached away from their

colonies, like this one at Snettisham. Eastern Daily Press



and the term “plague proportions” was associated with the East Tudenham and

Honingham area. In contrast, both Voles were down at Holkham in 1975, the long,

dry summer being queried as a possibly explanation.

The return of the Water Vole (Arviola amphibius) to Breydon after the sixties

crash was increasingly noticeable. They are reported rare at Martham, but in 1974

an adult was seen carrying a series of young across the broad close by fishermen’s

feet. While a 1973 survey tells of only 3 out of 65 field ponds in the Morley St.

Botolph area producing positive evidence, the Bure is said to hold good numbers.

12 other sites were reported.

The Wood Mouse (Apodemus sylvaticus), another important prey species, is generally

present and locally abundant. Recent work on the burrowing systems of Woodmice
in woodland carried out in this county revealed apparent co-operation in building

a multi-exit ring-road system from which a single tunnel led to the nest proper.

In this investigation each complex was found under the root system of a hazel tree.

Temporarily unused exits were blocked with litter and stones. An associated food

store was found with each nest. Hopefully, the enthusiasm engendered by the

national search for the Harvest Mouse (.Micromys minutus) will bring in more reports

of this tiny, engaging animal. They were consistently present at Horsey on the

rougher, uncultivated ground and bred at Holme for the first recorded time. One
observer raised an interesting point when he noticed that the Harvest Mice living in

a meal shed seemed unaffected by the bait put out to control the over-abundant

House Mouse. It may be that control of this latter (Mus musculus) has been generally

effective, or has there been a natural decline ? Is this one of the species considered

unworthy of mention in notes ? We did hear of the 7-metre climb by an individual

to the eaves of a red-brick house in Wells.

The Brown Rat (Ratius norvegicus) is another rodent that can reach spectacular

heights, numerically. Local infestations demanding control do not give a balanced

view and we need more routine observation. The sets of county-wide road casualty

figures from one contributor remind us of the value of these observations and of

the survival capability of this animal in all types of habitat, multiplying explosively

when conditions are favourable.

The Coypu (Myocastor coypus) is discussed in our major article.

While the Red Squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) delights in many old haunts the

“inevitable spread in this county” of the Grey Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis), to

quote the previous report, proceeds steadily. With so many hands turned against it,

the spread may have been less dramatic than expected, but its double breeding season

and willingness to traverse stretches of open ground with little cover make contain-

ment difficult. In the Stanford Training Area 94 Grey Squirrels were killed during

the season ending February 1975 against 31 during the previous comparable season.

5 years before that none had been seen. The establishment of Greys in the area

coincided with the outbreak of “Red Squirrel Disease” and the 1969/1970 peak was
followed by a massive slump in Red Squirrel numbers. Reports from elsewhere

are very mixed. Thursford Woods had a decreasing population of Red Squirrels

during 1975 when only a Grey was seen in the old haunts of Reds at Cranworth.
On the other hand, in parallel with the increase in Greys, there was a definite upturn
in Red Squirrel numbers in Thetford Forest. Reds were more often seen at East

Wretham during 1975 after their almost complete absence during 1974, and the

Norwich fringe still holds small pockets. The Norfolk Young Naturalists’ survey,

mainly during 1974, found a red/grey proportion of about 4/1. An unusually dark
red squirrel was reported from Aldeby in Sept, and a hardy red forager was about
with the temperature at freezing point at Cockley Cley on 14th Dec., 1975.
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CARNIVORA
The gradual rise in the Fox ( Vulpes vulpes) population continued. In 1973 a “marked”
increase was mentioned from North Norfolk while in the central area the term used

was “slight”. Another, later report from mid-county spoke of a “floating population,

seldom left in peace for long”. Records have been county-wide, many in daylight,

especially from marshlands. Further records of the pure white individual seen in

North Walsham in Oct. 1975 would be welcomed.

The Badger {Meles meles) has shrunk further into its enclaves, the term strong-

holds being entirely out of place. Snares and road vehicles contributed to the further

decline of this pressured species. A sett reported in Ranworth turned out to be

large rabbit burrows, one of which had been used by a fox. More positive encourage-

ment must be given if the Badger is to remain on our list.

The number of Mink (Mustela vison) caught in coypu traps or sighted are too

few for a serious build-up to be indicated and sightings of Ferret (Putoriusfurio)

suggest a handful of escapees.

The insubstantial body of evidence submitted on the Otter (Lutra lutra) inclu-

ded, at worst, the adult road victim at Earlham in 1973 and, at best, the cubs seen

on the middle Wensum. The impression is that the Otter has declined to a critical

level and this was stated strongly and clearly in the paper on the survey mentioned

in the editorial. This survey was conducted between Dec. 1974 and July 1975 and
found signs of otters at only 32 of the 233 sites visited. These sites were chosen as

the most likely places to find spraints, footprints and food remains. Where spraints

were found, the quantity, which is cited as being in proportion to the density of

population, was found to be low. The total evidence suggested that the county holds

an estimated 17 pairs, well below carrying capacity and raises the question of

minimum viable population. No single cause of this collapse could be given, but

increased disturbance from many sources linked with the extensive removal of

river and bank vegetation could be the key.

The immediate help that appears essential could be given by granting complete

protection, by sympathetic river management in areas where wood and fen abutt

the river to reduce disturbance in lying-up and breeding sites and by providing

maximum security refuges at intervals along the rivers.

Stoat {Mustela erminea) and Weasel {Mustela nivalis) appear relatively common
in most areas and provide the majority of strange tales, due no doubt to their single-

minded ferocity and the hypnotic quality of their movements. A Stoat in full ermine

was seen at Saxthorpe and part-ermine at other sites. Two reports speak of stoats

running into buildings and one describes an unusual nest in a roof. The first recorded

Weasel on Blakeney ternery was seen in 1975.
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Seals were again seen along the Yare, most notably the two Common Seal

(Phoca vitulina) at Reedham in November 1974. The small herd at Blakeney is most

often reported and reached a high count of 124 on September 19th, 1975. Total

numbers are very difficult to estimate and we are again indebted to the Seals Research

Division, until recently based at Lowestoft, for their help. Their methods are out-

lined in the Mammal Report for 1970. The major herd of Common Seal is centred

in The Wash and appears to be holding at about 5,000, the no-cull situation of the

last two years leading to no apparent dramatic increase. Much more research will

be done before the real controlling factors are thoroughly understood. Individuals

from this group are almost certainly among those sighted along our north coast and

contribute towards the peaks at Blakeney. The two smaller colonies, at Blakeney

and on the shifting sands of Scroby, produce a small number of pups each year while

total numbers remain constant. Grey Seal {Halichoerus grypus) continue to breed

on Scroby and now produce about 25 pups annually. The only other group is found

on the Dogshead Sand in The Wash but is non-breeding. The rapid and wide-

ranging movement of the Grey Seal is illustrated by the individual tagged on Scroby

early in January which turned up at Egersund, South Norway, just three weeks later.

ARTIODACTYLA
Our herds of Red Deer (Cervus elephas) have maintained numbers in their breeding

areas and wandering parties have been headlined from many parts of the county.

Their elusiveness makes it difficult to plot routes or estimate distances covered.

The small group which caused over-excitement in Thorpe, Norwich, in November
1975, were believed to be connected with those reported from Stoke Holy Cross

periodically. Cranworth, formerly considered out of their usual range, now appears

to hold residents. Fallow Deer (Dama damd) are still in residence round Horsford

but more reports flow from the King’s Lynn forests where great colour variations

are noted. Regular observers of Roe Deer (Capreolus capreolus) speak of in-

creasing numbers in Breckland and sightings have been made over a wider area.

One wandered into commercial premises in Swaffham in May, 1974, and one was
shot in Taverham during December 1975. Muntjac {Munticus reevesi) have been

seen more frequently in Thetford Forest and are reported present at Hillington and
Hockham Fen.

After the 1973 press appeal had brought in more information, the elusive Chinese

Water Deer (Hydropotes inermis) faded into the background of its Hoveton, Stalham,

Ludham centre. Ludham produces the most consistent records of tracks and sight-

ings. One, on several occasions, and later, two, were observed in a field at Catfield

during the spring of 1974 feeding on inter-crop weeds. Two adult casualties were

found, one a road victim dumped in the hedge on the South Walsham road, the

other drowned in a Ludham ditch, where a very young one was found dead on the

marsh.

CETACEA
Our few reports of live cetacea were of Common Porpoise (Phocaena phocaena) and
included the sad tale of a young porpoise destroyed on West Runton beach. Dead
specimens on the shore were, excepting one south of Waxham, found between Cley

and Snettisham. Our only other cetacean report was of the intriguing skeleton of an
adult male White-beaked Dolphin (.Lagenorhynchus albirostris) dug from the beach

between Holme and South Hunstanton. Detailed examination revealed abnormali-

ties of the spinal column probably caused by an injury or mishap when the animal

was much younger. No definite conclusions could be reached, but it seemed reason-

able to suppose that the somewhat shortened body of this specimen and its spinal

deformities were causally related.
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Research on the Control of

Coypus — 1973 to 1976
L. M. GOSLING,
Coypu Research Laboratory

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 8- Food

At the time of writing an earlier report in mid- 1973 (Gosling, 1974), the East

Anglian Coypu population was at the end of a period of rapid increase. The 1,000-

2,000 animals that survived the 1969/70 winter had increased to about 10,000 by
late 1972. The reasons were complex, but most important was that the springs,

summers and autumns of 1971 and 1972 were extremely favourable: coypus were

fatter and reproduced more successfully than in any year that we have since re-

corded. This circumstance conspired with 2 winters that were slightly milder than

average to allow a phase of population growth that outstripped the efforts of 6 trap-

pers to contain it. With the benefit of hindsight we now know that a force of this

size could only control a population of 2,000-5,000 coypus when assisted by winters

of moderate severity.

In response to the increased population, the number of trappers was increased

to 15 by the autumn of 1973. Because of financial constraints this number was rather

less than we had calculated would be necessary to substantially reduce the population,

but we hoped that it would stop the increase which threatened to return to the very

large numbers of the late 1950’s. This expectation was realised and the population

has been contained at about the 10,000 level. In reality this apparent stability con-

ceals a highly dynamic situation: an average of 1 1 % of the adult females litter each

month and about 9% of the total are killed each month. These data give an idea of

the rapid turn-over within the population so that it is rather surprising that stability,

rather than an increase or decline, was achieved. In fact the stability is only relative

and each year there are considerable seasonal fluctuations from a minimum in the

spring to a maximum in the winter. The later winter reduction is due to effective

trapping in the winter when the die-off of fen vegetation reveals runs and other

evidence of coypu presence, and when littering and juvenile survival are at minimum
values. The gradual climb during the summer is a result of more successful breeding

and slightly less effective trapping.

Apart from some early use of snares and gin traps, all coypu control has been

by cage trapping. Animals are live trapped and shot when the traps are inspected

on the following morning. This method has the advantages of being humane and

of avoiding any chance of harming non-target species such as otters. It is also an

effective control method as shown by the decline of coypus from 1965 to 1970. It

failed to control coypus in 1971 and 1972 only because we did not know what in-

tensity of control to apply under these conditions. Accordingly the research effort

at the Coypu Research Laboratory has been directed towards achieving a better

understanding of coypu population dynamics and the ability to predict change in

numbers and the impact of different trapping intensities. At the same time we have

started a programme of operational research aimed at a detailed understanding of

the effect of trapping in a 28 km 2 area of coypu habitat.
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Our approach to predicting numbers has been through the construction of a

computerized simulation of the coypu population. Simulations are a variety of

population model that attempt to incorporate as much detail as possible about the

dynamics of the population and which function in a similar way to a living popula-

tion; that is, with continual births and deaths that vary in quantity with season and
other environmental changes. The data that we need for the model are obtained

from detailed dissections of about 90 adult coypus each month. From these we
obtain estimates of such variables as the proportion of adult females that litter

each month and the mean litter size at birth.

These results frequently conform to the average picture that we have measured
over the past 6 years, but sometimes unprecedented events occur. An example was
the major spring breeding peak that occurred in 1974 and 1975. A few births nor-

normally occur at such times, but few females, except the minority that are over

18 months old, manage to maintain their preganancies after winter conceptions that

follow the usual late autumn birth peak. However, the extra-ordinarily mild winters

of 1973/74 and 1974/75 allowed many females to do this and large numbers of young
were born in the following springs. Fortunately for the control operation, the re-

maining summer months provided less optimum breeding conditions than the classic

summers of 1971 and 1972, so that in the end there was only average production of

young. The cold spells in the winter of 1975/76 resulted in the abortion of most
pregnancies and as a consequence we do not expect large numbers of young to be

born until June and July.

Measured data, such as those described on breeding and the numbers killed

each month are entered into the simulation and the output of the model, the monthly
change in the size of the live population, is checked against a period of known popu-
ation changes. We can then enter average, maximum and minimum values and
use the model predictively to see what the result of current trends would be and also

examine the effect of increasing or decreasing future mortality rates through

change in the size of the trapper force.

The simulation is still being modified as we appreciate the need to incorporate

additional factors. At present the main problem is to estimate the number of non-
trapping deaths; natural predation undoubtedly accounts for a number of young
and we now know that the dogs owned by reed cutters kill significant numbers.

However interim corrections for these deaths have allowed us to use the simulation

for recommendations about future control intensity. If the present trapping force

is maintained it seems likely that coypus will be reduced to about 3,000 animals

by the spring of 1977.

In conjunction with these efforts to determine the future trapping intensity,

there has been an attempt to deploy the trapping force in a fashion that furthers

the primary aim of reducing the total population size, rather than attempting to

clear small sites of minor infestations. These two objectives are of course related,

but an overall strategy should attempt to reduce the occurrence of minor outbreaks

through a total reduction rather than through the opposite course of action. In

terms ofcoypu population dynamics the objective thus becomes to kill the maximum
number of animals in the shortest time possible. To achieve this aim we use 10km
Ordnance Survey grid squares and for each, calculate an infestation index from the

relationship between the number of coypus killed and man-weeks worked over the

preceding year. The magnitude of the index is then used to simply calculate the

i amount of effort that should be applied in each square over the coming next three
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months. This procedure forms the basis of the broad strategy although it s require-

ments are intended to be modified by common sense field evidence. This approach

has been in operation since late 1975 and there are clear indications that it has

resulted in a higher kill per unit effort than in the past.

Parallel with these developments, the Coypu Laboratory has assumed control

of the River Yare from Norwich to Reedham since June 1975. At the time of writing

in May 1976, the 3 trappers working from the Laboratory have completed two

rounds of the area and have accounted for about 1,600 coypus This kill rate reflects

a higher trapping intensity than was possible in the past and our results suggest

that a significant reduction in numbers has been achieved. The aim of this work is

to monitor in detail the effect of high intensity control and to examine the effect of

treatments at known intervals. A large proportion of the animals killed is brought

to the Laboratory for dissection and the results obtained are used to assess the pro-

gress of the work. Records of the habitat in which each animal is caught also allows

us to measure the impact of control in relation to the strikingly different habitats

in which coypus live: to date these results confirm the general impression that coy-

pus are more easily kept at low levels on grazing marsh than in areas of fen and

reed swamp; more detailed analyses are in progress.

REFERENCE
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Norfolk Naturalists’ Trust Properties

Date
Acquired Acreage Status*

On the Coast

1926 Cley Marshes

1937 Duchess’s Pightle, Burnham Overy

1937 Great and Little Eye, Salthouse

1945 East End of Scolt Island

1955 The Eye, Salthouse

1965 Holme Dunes

1971 Salthouse Marshes

Broadland

1928 Starch Grass (Martham)

and 1974

1930 Alderfen Broad

1945 Hickling Broad

and 1969

1945 „ „

1945 Barton Broad

1952 „ „

1948 Surlingham Broad

1949 Ranworth Broad

1949 Cockshoot Broad

1964 Firs Marsh, Burgh St. Peter .

.

1971 Martham Broad

1972 Hardley Flood

1972 Chedgrave Common
1974 Barton Marshes

Breckland

1938 East Wretham Heath

1942 Weeting Heath

1949 Thetford Heath

Other Areas

1957 Thursford Woods
1960 Hethel Old Thom
1961 Seaming Fen

1962 Hockham Fen (Cranberry Rough)

1963 Roydon Common
1966 Stoke Ferry Fen

1968 Lenwade Water

1968 Dickleburgh Pightle

1972 Smallburgh Fen

1972 Ringstead Downs

435 Gift S.S.S.I.t

1 Gift

10 Purchased S.S.S.I.

76 Purchased N.N.R.

21 Purchased S.S.S.I.

400 Purchased, Gift S.S.S.I.

& Agreement

200 Agreement S.S.S.I.

. . 43i Purchased & Gift S.S.S.I.

72 Purchased S.S.S.I.

. . 861 Purchased N.N.R.

. . 500 Leased N.N.R.

.. 355 Half Gift & S.S.S.I.

Half Purchased S.S.S.I.

. . 253 Purchased S.S.S.I.

.. 124 Gift N.N.R.

12 Gift N.N.R.

2i Leased

. . 103 Leased S.S.S.I.

90 Leased

10 Leased

.. 10J Gift

362 Purchased & Gift S.S.S.I.

. . 343 Gift N.N.R.

.. 250 Gift N.N.R.

25 Gift

i Gift

10i Gift S.S.S.I.

20 Purchased S.S.S.I.

140 Purchased S.S.S.I.

25 Agreement S.S.S.I.

37 Agreement -

—

1 Agreement

19 Leased S.S.S.I.

26 Agreement S.S.S.I.
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S.S.S.I.1973 East Winch Common .

.

1974 Sparham Pools

1974 Buxton Heath
1975 Pope’s Drift

1975 Wayland Wood

80 Gift

30 Agreement
1 59 Agreement S.S.S.I.

8 Agreement —

—

80 Purchase S.S.S.I.

In addition, the Trust shares with the National Trust in the management of
the coastal reserve at Blakeney Point (1,335 acres), and it manages Arnold’s Marsh,
Cley (29 acres) on behalf of the National Trust.

By arrangement with the Nature Conservancy Council, Scolt Head Island,

Ranworth Broad, Hickling Broad and the Breckiand Heaths now form part of the

National Nature Reserves.

Status: N.N.R. denotes National Nature Reserve

S.S.S.I. „ Site of Special Scientific Interest

fin 1966 Cley Reserve was established as a Bird Sanctuary under the

Protection of Birds Act, 1954.

THE NORFOLK

NATURALISTS TRUST

BIRD WATCHING

Excellent bird watching facilities are available from

1st April to 31st October at Hickling Broad National

Nature Reserve, Cley Marshes Bird Sanctuary (coastal)

and Holme Nature Reserve (coastal).

Reduced rates for parties and extended periods.

For full particulars kindly forward stamped addressed

envelope to The Secretary. N.N.T., 72 The Close,

Norwich, Norfolk NR1 4DF
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