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Presidents, Vice Presidents and Council members serving during 2016 
(members served throughout the year except where stated otherwise). 
 

Presidents: Mr RW Ellis 
(to 8.3.16) 
 

Mr P Barkham 
(from 8.3.16) 

Vice Presidents: Dr RE Baker, Mrs MA Brewster, AL Bull, 
DA Dorling (died 9.1.16), RC Hancy,  
PW Lambley, DL Paull (died 31.3.16), 
DI Richmond (from 8.03.16) 
 

Chairman: Dr AR Leech 
 

 

Secretary: Dr NW Owens 
 

 
 

Assistant Secretary: FJL Farrow 
 

 

Treasurer: DI Richmond 
 

 

Assistant Treasurer: RW Maidstone (co-opted 19.7.16) 
 

Membership committee: G Carrick (chair) 
 

J Froud (secretary) 
 

Programme committee: Ms DL Cheyne (chair) 
 

Dr SR Martin (secretary) 
 

Publications committee: Dr AR Leech (chair) PW Lambley 
(secretary to 8.3.16) 

Dr J Parmentor 
(secretary from 8.3.16) 
 

Research committee: Dr AG Irwin (chair) 
 

M Ghullam (secretary) 

 

Elected council members: 
 

Retiring 2016 AB Crotty, J Froud, DJ Hoare, AG Irwin 
(all to 8.3.16) 
 

Retiring 2017 
 

P Aspinall, C Chapman, P Crouch 
 

Retiring 2018 
 

Dr A Edwards, J Emerson, S Neal, A Tegala 

Retiring 2019 
 
 

J Hubbard, RW Maidstone, DA Nobbs, 
Dr P Taylor (all from 8.3.16) 

Addresses: 

Honorary Secretary: 
 
Dr NW Owens, 22 Springfield Close, Weybourne, 
Holt, Norfolk, NR25 7TB 
 

Honorary Treasurer / 
Charity Commission Contact: 

DI Richmond, 42 Richmond Rise, Reepham, Norfolk, 
NR10 4LS.  
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NORFOLK & NORWICH NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY   .   .   . 

 
The Society was founded in 1869 and became a registered charity in 
1985 with registration number 291604. Its governing instrument is the 
constitution adopted on 4 March, 1983 as amended on 22 March, 
1985, 16 March, 1999 and 21 March, 2006.   
 
The management of the affairs of the Society is in the hands of a 
Council consisting of Vice Presidents, officers and elected members as 
listed opposite. 
 
The Society President is nominated by Council to serve for one year 
and is a person who has made a significant contribution to the 
understanding of natural history. 
 

 
The objectives of the Society are: 
 
 to promote, organise, carry on and encourage education of the 

public and study and research for the advancement of knowledge in 
natural sciences and to protect endangered species. 

 
To furtherance of the above objects but not further or otherwise the 
Society may: 
 

 publish papers on the natural sciences, especially those relating to 
Norfolk. 

 encourage the exchange of information between naturalists by 
means of meetings and excursions. 

 protect endangered species by the collection of information, co-
operative surveys, investigations and the dissemination of the useful 
results of such investigations. 

 do all such other lawful things as shall further the attainment of the 
above objects. 

 
.   .   .   Researching Norfolk’s Wildlife 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 
The Council has pleasure in presenting this Annual Report and 
Accounts for the year ending December 31

st
 2016. 

 
Membership at the end of 2016 stood at 594 (648 in 2015). This 
decrease is a result of those who had defaulted on full payment 
after the subscription rise in 2014 but were included in last year’s 
total.  
 
The Society ended the year with general account reserves of 
£19,280 an increase of £1,656 on the previous year.  Peet Fund 
reserves at year-end were £9,861 including a legacy of £1,000 from 
the estate of Lil Evans which is gratefully acknowledged by the 
Society.  The layout of the financial tables differs slightly from that 
used in previous years following the decision of Council to present 
the figures in a Receipts and Payments format rather than the more 
complicated accruals format used in previous years. (The Receipts 
and Payment format gives a more direct reconciliation to end-of-
year bank account balances). 
 
Six evening talks took place during the year at St. Andrew’s Church 
Hall, Eaton. At the first of these, our President for 2015-2016, Bob 
Ellis described changes to the arable ‘weed’ flora in the county 
under the intriguing title of Muckweed, Sandweed & Buddle. Carl 
Sayer was unable to speak at the AGM (but will do so in 2017) and 
his place was kindly taken by Dan Hoare who spoke on the 
conservation and management work carried out by the Broads 
Authority. Through the year, talks were also given on Norfolk’s 
cetaceans, native orchid pollination, the Norfolk Bird Race and on 
finding tigers in India. We are very grateful to all those who have 
educated and entertained us through the year and to the 
Programme Committee who organise this flow of interesting 
speakers.  I would also like to thank the workers on the night who 
lay out the hall, serve refreshments and manage the projector. Most 
of our meetings attract over 40 members – some considerably 
more. 
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The Photographic Group has met five times to share images and 
techniques, including the natural history slides of Ted Ellis. The 
Group continues to attract a good number of regular attenders and 
is open to all members.   
 
Our summer programme has included field meetings at Wheatfen 
(bioblitz); West Harling & Knettishall Heaths (joint with Lowestoft 
Field Club and the Norfolk Flora Group); Ashwellthorpe Lower 
Wood (with Tony Irwin & the Research Group, and later with the 
Bryology Group); Catfield Hall Fen (plant identification with Bob 
Leaney), Burnham Overy Staithe & Holkham (plant identification 
with Bob Leaney). Attendance has been variable but all provided an 
opportunity to share knowledge and enthusiasm – and are equally 
suitable for ‘beginner’. The Research Group has continued to focus 
on Winterton Dunes, which has received several visits from County 
Recorders.  
 
The programme of workshops has on the whole been well-
supported, with topics including solitary bees, plant identification, 
grasshoppers & crickets, shieldbugs & ground beetles and fungi. 
The planned workshops on lichens and on photography did not 
attract sufficient participants and were cancelled. We are grateful for 
the time and effort given by tutors, both in preparation and delivery 
of the workshops. 
 
Two volumes of Transactions (2014 and 2015) were published in 
June 2016 under the editorship of Nick Owens. The 2016 volume 
will be published in the spring of 2017.  Publications on Haddiscoe 
Island (Roy Baker) and on the Galls of Norfolk (Robert Maidstone) 
are in the early stages of preparation. 

The 2015 Bird & Mammal Report was published in October. The 
continued high quality of the publication is a tribute to those who 
bring the material together and present it in an attractive way, 
including Andy Stoddart (Bird Report Editor), Francis Farrow 
(Mammal Report Editor), Peter Lindsley (layout) and Julian 
Bhalerao & Andy Stoddart (Photographic Editors). 
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The Norfolk Natterjack, our quarterly newsletter, is widely 
appreciated by members and allows them to contribute a diverse 
range of articles, notes and photographs. It is expertly edited by 
Francis Farrow and in its full-colour form is an important part of our 
publishing portfolio. 
 
In 2016 the Society was represented at Wild About the Wensum, 
The Norfolk Bird Fair at Mannington, Wild About Norfolk and several 
other events and bioblitzes. Our thanks to those who manned these 
events.  
 
An increasing strength of the Society is the way we work with other 
organisations. The relationship between the NNNS and the Norfolk 
Biodiversity Information Service (NBIS) is strong and the two 
organisations now jointly support the large team of County 
recorders. These organisations are developing working agreements 
with recorders to cover their roles in the acquisition, storage and 
transmission of biological records.  
 
Management of the Society is through its Council but much of the 
day-to-day organisation of affairs is achieved through its four 
committees. I am very grateful for the way in which so many 
contribute to the running of the Society but there is always 
opportunity for more. In 2016, Anne Crotty and Dan Hoare came to 
the end of their terms of office as members of Council and I thank 
them for their service.  
 
Tony Leech, Chairman.  
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Balances at 31.12.15
General 

Fund Peet Fund Total

End of year balances on accruals basis 18154 8851 27005 (1)

Deduct debtors (invoiced B&M sales) -790 0 -790 (2)

Add liabilities (creditors/m'ship in advance) 260 0 260 (3)

End of year balances on R&P basis 17624 8851 26475

Represented by: Cash at Barclays 10779 0 10779 (4)

Lloyds no 1 account 6315 0 6315 (4)

Lloyds no 2 account 490 8851 9341 (4)

Petty cash 40 0 40 (4)

Cash balances at 31.12.15 17624 8851 26475

Source:               (1)  2015 Accounts table I

(2)  2015 Accounts section G2

(3)  2015 Accounts table H

(4)  2015 Accounts section G1

All figures rounded independently to the nearest £.

At their meeting on 19th April 2016, the Council of N&NNS accepted 

the recommendation of the Treasurer and Independent Examiner 

that the accounts of the Society should be prepared on a receipts 

and payments basis rather than on an accruals basis.

The tables below show the transition from end-of-year accruals 

balances for 2015 to the start-of-year receipt and payments balances 

for 2016.

Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists' Society
Registered chaity 291604

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT ACCOUNTS 2016
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2015

RECEIPTS Total Total

General Peet

A1 - Voluntary sources Subscriptions 12499 12499 12759 

Grants / legacies 250 1000 1250 0 

Sundry donations / gift aid 498 498 643 

A2 - Trading activities Bird report sales (prev yr edn) 1675 1675 2371 

Bird report sales (current yr edn) 2541 2541 863 

Sales of other publications 183 183 419 

Workshop attendance fees 615 615 915 

A3 - Income from assets Interest 6 9 16 16 

Total receipts 18267 1009 19277 17986 

2015

PAYMENTS Total Total

General Peet

B1 - Lectures & meetings Room hire / speakers' expenses 578 578 360 

Workshops 560 560 799 

Exhibitions 10 10 0 

B2 - Publications Transactions 3430 3430 0 

B&M - expenses, DTP, printing 5216 5216 5740 

Occn Publications 0 0 0 

B3 - Membership services Printing & stationery (incl N'jack) 1842 1842 2024 

Postage 3987 3987 2715 

Website 50 50 74 

B4 - Research & education Research 0 0 0 

Education 0 0 0 

C1 - Governance Committee postage 161 161 206 

Publication sales postage 7 7 0 

Printing & stationery (committee) 22 22 181 

Public liability insurance 640 640 620 

Miscellaneous 110 110 550 

Total payments 16612 0 16612 13269 

Jan-Dec 2016 actuals

Unrestricted

Jan-Dec 2016 actuals

Unrestricted

Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists' Society

Registered Charity 291604

RECEIPTS 2016

PAYMENTS 2016
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2015

Movement in funds / end-of-year assets Total Total

General Peet

Movement in funds Start of year balance 17624 8851 26475 21758 

Receipts 18267 1009 19277 17986 

Payments 16612 0 16612 13269 

End of period balance 19280 9861 29140 26475 

Assets at period end Represented by:

Cash at Barclays 14215 14215 10779 

Lloyds no 1 account 6011 410 6421 6315 

Lloyds no 2 account 0 9450 9450 9341 

Petty Cash 54 54 40 

Unbanked cheques 0 0 0 

Less uncleared cheques -1000 -1000 0 

End of period balance 19280 9861 29140 26475 

Liabilities at period end

Room hire charges for Autumn lecture programme (Eaton St Andrew's PCC)

The uncleared cheque relates to desk-top publishing charges for B&M Report (CBM Publishing)

David Richmond, hon treasurer (5.1.17)

Jan-Dec 2016 actuals

Unrestricted

Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists' Society

Registered Charity 291604

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
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1. Accounting policies

The accounts are prepared on a receipts & payments basis in accordance with Charity Commission guidance.

2. Description of funds

The Society manages its general fund to provide a programme of lectures and meetings, and to fund the

    publication of the Transactions of N&NNS and the annual Bird & Mammal Report.

The Peet Fund Special Projects Account is a 'designated fund' maintained by the Society to enhance the

   quality of its publications and to support other activities within the Society's objectives.

3. Reserves policy

The Society’s reserves policy is to hold sufficient funds in its general account to cover the annual production 

costs of Transactions and the Bird & Mammal Report, so that their publication is independent of the variability 

in cash flow from subscriptions and sales.

The end of year balance is higher than normal because of the delayed publication of the 2016 Transactions.

4. Notes on large variances:

A2: Variations in previous year and current year B&M sales reflect differences in publication dates and 

timeliness of invoice payments.

B1: Only five workshops held in 2016 (compared with six in 2015)

B2: Transactions costs relate to combined 2014-2015 edition published in Spring 2016.

B3:  Increase in postage costs because there was no Transactions mailing in 2015.

C1: Miscellaneous expenditure in 2015 included costs of binding reference copies of Transactions and B&M.

5. Payments to Trustees / trustee benefits

Trustee indemnity insurance was purchased in 2015 and 2016.

6. Independent examination of accounts

C1 miscellaneous expenditure includes £100 honorarium paid to Society independent examiner.

7. The Society's bankers are:

Barclays Bank, St Stephen's Branch, 5/7 Red Lion Street, Norwich.

Lloyds Bank, Harvey Lane, Norwich.

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS
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Can you help the Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ 

Society? 
With the retirement of Sally Deasley we are looking for an Independent 

Examiner, someone with accounting knowledge to check the accounts once a 

year. This may be a member of the Society or not and a small honorarium is paid. 

Further details can be obtained from retiring Hon. Treasurer, David Richmond. 


