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Editorial
The Council of the Norfolk

&

Norwich Naturalists Society,

Norfolk Ornithologists Association,
birds of Norfolk.

is

in conjunction with
pleased to present the annual report on the

Review of the Year: Severe weather in January with heavy
snowfall and drifting
caused the dispersal of the north Norfolk Pinkfeet armies

present since December
Most inland waters froze and ice was thick enough on some rivers
to affect
shipping. A record 6,100 Bewick’s Swans assembled on
the Ouse Washes having fled
from similar conditions on the near Continent; other hard-weather
specialities included widespread Smew and Goosanders as well as 200
Scaup off Heacham/
1986.

Hunstanton, but few Eiders. Unusual passerines included Firecrest
at Holkham, 125
Lapland Buntings at Burnham Norton, Richard’s Pipit in the Holkham
marram’s, 25
Shorelarks on Blakeney Point and a reasonable scattering of
Waxwings. Other
oddities included Grey Phalarope under Breydon bridge.
Great Skua scavenging the
tidelines

had

on the Wash and a wintering Dotterel

at

Cley until 9th when severe weather

set-in.

and cold weather occurred in February which was generally slightly
milder and sunnier than normal. The appearance of 2 Great
Bustards at New
Spells of mild
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;

to many observers who had previously been restricted
Norwich Castle Museum. This particular group of 7 in-

Buckenham brought sunshine
to viewing the display case in

digenous specimens including the last of the Norfolk race is a reminder of the days
when two ‘droves’ of these magnificent birds (totalling almost 70 individuals) roamed the barren brecks about Swaffham and Thetford. However, the exciting events
early in 1987 enabled many birders to add this splendid bird to their life list. The
month also saw 310 Bean Geese in the Yare Valley and 470 Whooper Swans on the

Ouse Washes.
The first half of March was the coldest since 1970, contrasting with a mild wet
close to the month. Rather a quiet time birdwise although 232 White-fronts at
Holkham and 240 Black-tailed Godwits on the Ouse Washes at Welney where an
American Wigeon made a brief appearance. Also of note a Black-bellied Dipper at

Hun worth.
April was the warmest for nearly 40 years especially from mid-month onwards.
regular migrants such as Little Gulls, Black Terns, Ruffs, Firecrests, Black

Many

Redstarts and Ring Ouzels appeared in larger numbers than normal while rarities included Red-rumped Swallow, Alpine Swift, Tawny Pipit, Hoopoe, Serin at Wells
again where it summered. Black Kite, Night Heron and Penduline Tit at Hickling

—

a county

first.

Cool northerly winds were prevalent for substantial periods in May which was
much colder than average. Yet another arrival of Bluethroats was added spice for
coastal watchers together with Thrush Nightingale, 2 Marsh Warblers, Icterine
Warbler, Tawny Pipit, Ortolan Bunting and Hoopoe.
The most unexpected events were not just the arrival but the successful breeding of
a pair of Black-winged Stilts at Holme and the appearance of a pair of Slender-billed
Gulls
another county first
in the Cley/Blakeney harbour area which were
observed mating but alas not breeding. Invariably a varied month this year saw the
arrival of Ring-necked Duck, Purple Heron, Black Kite, 2 Red-footed Falcons,
Spotted Crake, Corncrake, Kentish Plover, 2 Broad-billed Sandpipers, Wilson’s

—

—
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Phalarope, Caspian Tern and White-winged Black Tern. More regular spring
migrants (Dotterel, Temmink’s Stint and Wood Sandpiper) also appeared in good

numbers.

A

cold wet June was the cloudiest for over 30 years, factors not assisting breeding
Hobbies, Marsh and Montagu’s Harriers bred successfully, but
Goshawks yet again suffered at the hands of the mindless minority. Avocets continued increasing, but Cetti’s Warblers were reduced by the severe winter
a probirds. Nevertheless

—

blem for any small passerine.
depressing to note that

On

the coast Little Terns increased. At the

Common

Terns

same time

it

county have declined to a third of
the numbers breeding just 15 years ago. Eight booming Bitterns made an important
contribution to Britain’s tiny breeding population and a total of 222 Herons nests
were counted.
Mid-summer rarity sightings included Whiskered Tern at Pentney, White-winged
Black Tern near Methwold, Rose-coloured Starling at Stalham, Woodchat Shrike at
Holme, American Wigeon at Cley, Broad-billed Sandpiper at Breydon (where else!)
and a long-staying Purple Heron at Welney.
A warm sunny start to July deteriorated to a predominantly dull and wet finish.
Most of the interest focussed on early returning waders with Red-necked Phalaropes
at Breydon, Holme and Snettisham; Marsh Sandpiper at Cley; Pectoral Sandpipers
at Hickling and Wissington BF and the beginning of a heavy Wood Sandpiper

is

in the

passage.

August, the wettest for 24 years, produced rather low temperatures.

Much

of the

ornithological interest centred round the bout of rain and northerly winds beginning

on 25th which produced a heavy fall of migrants along the north coast. Large
numbers of Willow Warblers, Garden Warblers' and Pied Flycatchers were accompanied by Wrynecks, Icterine Warblers, Barred Warblers, Red-backed Shrikes, an
incredible 7 Greenish Warblers and an overdue Great Snipe in the suaeda at
Blakeney Point.
The month also saw visits by Red-necked and Wilson’s Phalaropes, Pectoral
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Sandpiper and Night Heron.
Less rain than average fell in September which was also marginally warmer and
sunnier than usual. It was not an outstanding month birdwise: only small numbers of
Shearwaters and Petrels were observed offshore, but the first Yellow-browed
Warblers, of a moderate influx, started to appear later in the month and a Tawny
Pipit was on Blakeney Point. Otherwise a Blue-winged Teal spent over a fortnight at
Cley where a Pectoral Sandpiper was also found. A most unusual event was an early
arrival of Pink-footed Geese: first party appeared by 18th.
October was the wettest since 1939, though sunshine levels were still above normal. The 9th was the wettest October day on record. By mid-month the Ouse Washes
had high bank-to-bank flooding and the AllOl Wash Road was impassable. The
hurricane in mid-month made national news and caused widespread devastation in
southern Britain, but Norfolk was relatively unscathed when compared with
neighbouring Suffolk. Only unusual birds resulting from the storm were 6 Sabine’s
Gulls and 2 Grey Phalaropes, a disappointing selection compared with other areas
including not too distant Graffham Water.
A spell of south-easterlies early in the month brought in a fine selection of eastern
rarities: Olive-backed Pipit, Dusky Warbler and Ortolan Bunting to Blakeney Point;
Radde’s Warbler at Wells and a few Red-breasted Flycatchers. There was a late
Hoopoe at Old Catton on 24th.
A milder than normal November although sunshine and rainfall were both below
normal. Low pressure over Europe brought colder conditions from 20th. Strong NE
to
winds persisted for some time and the month ended with severe frosts. Thirty
years ago bird-watchers hung up their binoculars by the end of September before
realising the great potential of October for migrants. Nowadays it is appreciated that
November too can have its moments. This year brought in an Isabelline Shrike to
Wells
a county second along with a late Yellow-browed Warbler; Dusky Warbler
at Happisburgh; Pallas’s Warblers at Blakeney Point, Paston, Waxham, Wells and
Holkham including the latest county date on 29th; Olive-backed Pipit at Sheringham
and Red-rumped Swallows at Winterton and Happisburgh formed part of a nationwide influx.
More predictably there were varying numbers of Little Auks moving offshore

NW

—

As usual Holkham Bay held a gathera Night Heron spent a few days frequent-

together with sizeable Little Gull movements.
ing of

up to 14 Slavonian Grebes.

ing gardens at East

Finally,

Rudham.

Although the first two weeks of a mainly dry December were colder than normal,
mild conditions prevailed from mid-month. Wildfowl counts on the Ouse Washes included 3,200 Bewick’s Swans and a record 504 Whooper Swans. Groups of Whitefronts, Bean and Barnacle Geese appeared in several areas while Black Brents were at
Cley and Lynn Point and a fine adult Red-breasted Goose wandered in the
Cley/Salthouse/Blakeney area in company with Brents. Co-ordinated counts along
the North Coast and Wash produced a figure of 17,000 Pink-footed Geese on 20th.
The massive numbers of bird-watchers observing rarities in the county nowadays
usually produce an abundance of other interesting observations. In the centre of
Norwich during January following the arrival of Waxwings up to 35 Siskins together
with wintering Chiffchaffs, Redwings and Fieldfares were all reported. At Hardley
Flood the prolonged spring-time stay of a Ring-necked Duck resulted in sightings of
Golden Oriole, 16 species of waders including Temmink’s Stint together with Little
Gulls, Black and Arctic Terns. The appearance of Great Bustards at New
Buckenham early in February brought many birders and the discovery of a roost of
up to 15 Long-eared Owls. A Penduline Tit close to Weaver’s Way long-distance
84

footpath at Hickling April 4th-10th
attracted Black Kite observations The Hap5 days during the second week of
November
rpf
of a Red-rumped Swallow there on 11th,
Firecrest on 7th and
a very
velv tte
late Willow Warbler the same
day.

Although there were periods of calm during
the year these were more than com-

Eg

ye^rs

""""

UeTr

Internationa importance of

The Wash: This estuary

^d wildfowl, particularly because of

entertaining of

attracts vast

numbers of waders

high food productivity and climatic factors
Whereas continental estuaries tend to freeze, The
Wash does so less frequently due
to relatively mild winters. Surveys
such as the Birds of Estuaries Enquiry have
highlighted the importance of our estuaries.
Regular surveys by The Wash Wader
Ringing Group give an excellent picture of
the origins and migration patterns of
waders using The Wash (see page 105).
its

%

Where an estuary holds 1
of the north-west European wintering population of
one species the site will qualify for designation as
a Special Protection Area (SPA)
under the European Directive on the Conservation
of Wild Birds and it may also be
eligible for designation under the
Ramsar Convention on wetlands of International
Britain is a signatory of both these international
treaties and under the
CD
SPA designation Government has
was

officially declared as

an

SPA

legal obligations to protect

such

sites.

The Wash

April 1988 and joins eight other estuaries or
parts of estuaries around the coasts of Britain
with the same protection. Many other
estuaries also qualify for such treatment. It is
hoped they too will be designated in
the near future.
in

Despite their internafional importance many of Britain’s
estuarine habitats are
under threat from a wide range of development proposals
including tidal power
barrage schemes and recreational developments. The Wash
is no exception and for
several years parts of the estuary have been under
investigation for agricultural land
reclamation schemes. There is now no need to increase
the amount of land for
agricultural production and while The Wash is no longer
under immediate threat, the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food has not
yet completely withdrawn its
proposals. It is essential that surveys such as those carried
out by The Wash Wader
Ringing Group continue. They provide vital evidence on the
importance of these extremely rich habitats (Liz Dorling).
I

Recording: Records for the 1988 Report should be sent by the
end of January to
J. Seago, 33 Acacia Road, Thorpe St. Andrew,
Norwich NR7 OPP. Late
arrivals are not guaranteed inclusion in the current Report.
All observations should
be submitted in the order followed by The ‘British Birds’ List
of Birds of

'Michael

Palearctic

and not

in diary

order to minimise the

form which

the Western
creates very time-consuming situations. In

work involved, records

will not normally be acknowledged.
contributors will be included in the Report.
Field descriptions of semi-rarities as listed in the 1983 Report
(page 337) should
also be submitted as such records are considered by the County
Records

The names of

all

Committee

(B.

Bland, G. E. Dunmore, S.

J.

M.

Gantlett, S. C. Joyner, J. B.

Kemp and

R. Millington) prior to publication. Records of rarities considered by ‘British
Birds’ Rarities
Committee should be submitted with full details as soon as possible after observation
and not left until the end of the year. Record forms for the submission of
national
rarities are available either from the Editor or from G. E.
Dunmore (49 The

Avenues, Norwich

NR2

3QR).
85

Acknowledgements: Thanks are due to the following photographers and artists: N.
Arlott, B. Bland, D. Bryant, N. Carmichael, P. R. Clarke, D. M. Cottridge, D. A.
Dorling, A. L. Howes, R. Jones, C. R. Knights, T. Loseby, R. Millington, M. S.
Read, D. Showier, R. Tidman, Dr. P. Wheeler, I. Willis and B. Wingrove. Among
the vignettes is a selection by the late R. A. Richardson.
We acknowledge the assistance and co-operation of The Bird Information Service
in allowing us to reproduce material first published during 1987 in their monthly
magazine Twitching. For 1988 the magazine has been improved and re-titled Birding
World. Regular features include a detailed round-up of all the previous months
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86

Breydon Water:

A Century of Protection
Peter Allard

would be

imagine” wrote the Paget brothers in 1834 “a spot more
suitable to wildfowl and waders than Breydon affords consisting as it does of a sheet
of water some miles in extent with shallow borders and mudflats and surrounded
almost as far as the eye can reach by marshes. Even in the severest winters it is
seldom completely frozen ... and it is then that the greatest numbers of fowl are
secured. Almost benumbed with cold they flock together and while they sit in a compact mass to prevent the warmth of their bodies escaping, the gunner may in his flatbottomed boat approach closely and with a single discharge of his gun effect a most
“It

difficult to

extraordinary slaughter”.
Breydon, over four miles long and nearly a mile wide, was prior to the passing of
the first Wild Bird Protection Acts in 1880, an area where more rare waders and
wildfowl had been collected than in any other locality in the country. Its claim to

fame includes the first British examples of Red-crested Pochard, Caspian Tern,
Pectoral Sandpiper and Broad-billed Sandpiper together with a catalogue of additions to the Norfolk List: Collared Pratincole, Gull-billed Tern, Sabine’s Gull and
Mediterranean Gull which was the first recognised British example. Within a short
distance of the estuary may be added the first British records of Caspian Plover and
Citril

Finch.

Construction of the Acle New Road in 1832, Yarmouth to Reedham railway line in
1844 and the arrival of the first steam drainage mills in the 1850s all marked a change
in the character of the adjoining marshland. However, Breydon muds continued
attracting large numbers of waders and wildfowl. High prices were being paid by collectors for rarities and encouragement to violate the Protection Acts increased. To
prevent illicit shooting a meeting of interested parties was held on March 3rd 1888 at
No. 5 South Quay, Yarmouth, and it was agreed that the Breydon Wild Birds Protection Society should be established. H. E. Buxton of Fritton Decoy, was President
and the committee of 16 included Sir Edward Newton of Lowestoft, W. A. Burdett
Coutts, M.P. of Norwich, J. H. Gurney Junior of Keswick and an aged gentlemangunner: Richard Fielding-Harmer who had taken many a rarity at Breydon.
This Society, perhaps the first of its type, pre-dates the Society for the Protection
of Birds (the Royal assent came in 1904) which was formed a year later in 1889.
'Samuel ‘Ducker’ Chambers was appointed first Breydon Watcher in the spring of
1888 with a seasonal wage of £22. Field glasses coasting £1 8s 6d were purchased for
his use. Chambers maintained a rough log-book and in the first year noted up to 6
'Spoonbills on half a dozen occasions. Sadly, these splendid birds were still reaching
local taxidermists. Several prosecutions were instituted and convictions obtained.
Most notable case involved Albert Beckett, landlord of the Lord Nelson, who shot
two Spoonbills in June of that year, the chief witness being the Breydon Watcher.
Beckett pleaded guilty and was fined 40 shillings, but remarkably the prize was never
forfeited. Upon his death both specimens began adorning Yarmouth Conservative
Club smoke-room later passing to a Regent Road shop. Moth finally sealed their
fate. Early one morning in 1952 both Spoonbills were returned to the estuary
mounted on a piece of cork. In the shimmering heat haze one observer was convinc-

'

-

Publication of this feature has been subsidised by a donation from Nature Conservancy Council
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ed the apparitions were genuine new arrivals from across the North Sea! ‘Beckett’s’
Spoonbills were probably the last ones obtained at Breydon. The following Close
Season a punt and houseboat were purchased for £8 and anchored in the centre of
the estuary where Chambers lived all summer. He closed his diary in 1899 and
George Jary was appointed official Breydon Watcher in 1900. By this time the
Society was finding

it

increasingly difficult raising sufficient funds.

The

first

year’s

subscriptions totalled £42 12s 6d, but by 1902 revenue had dropped to £12. The
Society for the Protection of Birds (now the RSPB) came to the rescue with a
substantial donation, the first of

many and

enabling the Breydon Society to maintain

a seasonal Watcher during the Close Season.

George ‘Newcome’ Jary’s diaries make interesting reading. No less than 17 Spoonwere on the flats on April 27th 1901 Another great surprise was a Caspian Tern
on August 9th 1910 which alighted on his punt moored close to the houseboat.
Breydon Wild Bird Protection Society was re-organised in 1921 following retirement of its original Secretary (H. P. Frederick). H. H. Halls of Norwich became
Secretary, J. H. Gurney President and Dr. Sydney Long Treasurer. Following year
the Breydon Society merged with Norfolk Wild Bird Protection Committee under
the auspices of Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists Society founded in 1869. Jary retired
after the 1927 season and William Betts became Watcher followed a year later by
bills

.

Walter Bulldeath.
Norfolk Wild Birds Protection Committee (which had replaced the small and
separate Societies at Breydon, Blakeney, Wells and Wolferton) was transferred by
mutual agreement in 1933 to Norfolk Naturalists Trust which had been formed in
1926. Bulldeath continued duties under Trust guidance until the outbreak of the
Second World War in 1939. Following cessation of hostilities in 1945 Norfolk
Naturalists Trust appointed Robin Harrison as part-time Breydon Warden. He was
made a Special Constable and continued his duties for many years. Another
highlight was recorded in 1962 when NNT reached a five-year agreement with adjoining landowners (including those at Berney and Burgh Castle) to create a
shooting-free marshland reserve. Roger Coleman became marsh warden.
Discussions began in 1964 with local naturalists, wildfowlers, the Nature Conservancy and the relevant county and borough councils concerning the establishment of
a Local Nature Reserve at Breydon with controlled shooting. Agreement was finally
reached in 1968 and voluntary wardens from Yarmouth Naturalists Society and Yarmouth Wildfowlers Association regularly patrolled the 1,200 acre reserve. Increased
bird-watching and the siting of hides overlooking high tide assemblies have brought
great rewards in addition to the Spoonbills and Avocets which continue putting in
appearances. Over 180 Spoonbills visited Breydon between 1947 and 1987, together
with groups of up to 25 Avocets. 1975 Breydon arrivals included two ‘firsts’ for Norfolk: Terek Sandpiper and Greater Yellowlegs followed by American Golden Plover
next year. Other rarities since then have included Caspian and Gull-billed Terns,
Little Egret, Purple and Night Herons, Black Stork, American Wigeon, Ring-necked
Duck, Greater Sandplover, White-rumped Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Wilson’s
Phalarope and a succession of Broad-billed Sandpipers.
The acquisition in 1986 by RSPB of nearly 400 acres of marshes at Berney and
management of the greater part of the estuary being handed over to them in this
centenary year of the establishment of Breydon Wild Birds Protection Society is very
apt and a milestone in the conservation of the estuary and its environs. Arthur Patterson, who immortalised Breydon in his fascinating volumes, would surely agree.
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Black-winged
Bill

A

first

Stilts

breeding at

Holme

Boyd, Norfolk Naturalist Trust

Holme wader pools at 7.30 a.m. on 17th May was fairly unthe Assistant Warden took a second look at 9.00 a.m., however,

look round

productive.

When

he was amazed to see a pair of black-winged stilts feeding on Christie’s Pool. In a
short time he was communicating the news to the Warden, who appeared still dazed
from the previous day’s 24 hour County Birdwatch.

The

was shortly opening for the day, and stilts were big news for Norfolk.
weekend in May, considerable numbers of birders are on the north
coast and a fair turnout could be expected when the news broke. The birds, meanwhile, were feeding and apparently relaxed, on Christie’s Pool, where high banks
and small area make for intimate viewing. The immediate priority was to arrange for
reception and controlled viewing by numbers of people. CB radio links from reserve
entrance to car park to hides helped smooth the flow and provided an impression of
efficiency. The news was broadcast via a few calls to friends and the Bird Information Service, and in the time it takes to drive from Cley, people began to appear. At
Holme, each hide overlooks a relatively small pool and it is always difficult for large
numbers to view at once without disturbing the birds. Queues formed and time in the
hides was limited to a few minutes each. There were however few complaints. By
now the rain was falling solidly and the birds were skipping from pool to pool, but
still providing better views than they would throughout the rest of their stay.

On

reserve

the third

Publication of this feature has been subsidised by a donation from Mr. Christopher Cadbury
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Of the two

and blacker mantle,
scapulars and wing feathers, all this indicating that it was a male. The other bird was
slightly smaller, had a browner mantle and scapulars and this pointed to a female. Its
greyer crown and neck also hinted at this. The descriptions in Shorebirds fitted these
birds better than those in The Birds of the Western Palearctic. We jokingly remarked
that they might breed, but were surprised that mating was observed at least four
times that morning and afternoon. We were, however, delighted.
April and May 1987 were notable for the numbers of night herons and blackwinged stilts turning up in Britain, the latter mainly in the south and west. At least 15
black-winged stilts were recorded in England, and an unprecedented 8 in Ireland.
The species is in fact notable for vagrancy in some numbers in particular years.
stilts

one was

larger, with pink-flushed underparts

Perhaps because dry conditions have caused dessication of some of their breeding
though there may also be overshooting migrants in southerly winds. Breeding
on the Continent occurs in a variety of wetland habitats including saltmarshes,
saltpans, freshwater and brackish lakes and sewage farms.
There had been two stilts at Tring Sewage Farm (Hertfordshire) on the 16th. They
departed during the evening and could have been the same birds that arrived at
Holme. However, a second pair also turned up at Alvecote Pools (Staffordshire),
appeared as if they were going to attempt breeding, but soon deserted the site.
At Holme next day, several hours were spent in vain looking for the birds, until
they turned up in a flooded channel on the grazing marsh, feeding amongst the white
flowers of brackish water crowfoot Ranunculus baudotii. Over the next few days
they wandered a good deal, perhaps searching for good feeding areas or assessing
potential nest sites. They were also observed on one of the dune slack pools, which
differ from the wader pools in being sandy, lower in nutrients, and holding lower
numbers of invertebrates, though there was still a good supply of common toad Bufo
areas,

bufo, tadpoles.

numbers on the Monday allowed more time to observe the
They fed busily throughout the day, with quick stabs at and under the surface
and often moving in water above their ‘knees’.
It seemed impossible to determine whether a feeding attempt had been successful
or not owing to an absence of perceptible swallowing movements as can readily be
Display: Reduced visitor

stilts.

many common toad tadpoles in Christie’s
Pool, but it was felt that it should have been possible to observe such prey being
taken. There was some concern whether they were locating sufficient prey in the
seen in avocets. Certainly, there were

most productive in mid-May, particularly as the weather
was remaining cloudy and cool, so maintaining low water temperatures. Yet the
beautiful pair’s ardour for one another remained undiminished and mating was
observed on five occasions on the 18th. The mating-ceremony closely paralleled that
in avocets. The female initiated mating by adopting a soliciting posture while the
male was nearby and she maintained this position throughout. The male was then
stimulated to commence his role. Standing to one side of his mate, he would dip his
bill in the water, shake it (often wetting the female), and preen his breast, before
walking behind her and repeating these actions on the other side. Sometimes there
were further repetitions before the male stretched over her, beating his wings, and
alighted with his tarsi on her back copulating briefly. As he dismounted they touched
bills before separating, usually to resume feeding. With such long legs, alighting on
the female’s back was obviously precarious. Cn one occasion the male was unable to
gain his balance. The male’s red eye, always brighter than the female’s, was observed
to pulse extra bright as he copulated with her on another occasion.
pools, which are not at their
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Nesting:

On

the 19th, nest-building was noted on a small island in the Hun Pool that
had been created almost inadvertently during the winter. An encroaching reedbed

had been sprayed over two summers to kill it, before the pool was rescraped. Newly
worked sections of wetland often turned out to be particularly productive, but
nesting stilts were an extraordinary bonus. Now there was an island of soft mud with
young shoots of glaucous bulrush Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani and sea clubrush Scirpus mahtimus, in addition to old cut reed stems, and with a redundant gatepost lying across

Nest-building

it.

itself

did not

mean

a great deal, as birds will scrape, toss bits of

may also build a nest without using it. Mating was also observed
on the 19th, by which time the birds were becoming a reserve fixture, though the
arrival in the dunes of the first of several bluethroats, after easterly winds, brought
fresh numbers of visitors and other duties for the Warden and his summer assistant
who had only started at Holme the previous week.
On the 20th, the male flew up at a jackdaw and a common gull flying over the
island, and by 21st May the stilts’ behaviour had changed. No longer feeding
together on Christie’s Pool, and mating frequently, the female now fed for much of
the time on Christie’s while the male stood on the island in the Hun Pool, apparently
on guard. When, at 4.00 p.m., he again flew up at a passing black-headed gull, the
female’s urgency to feed fell into context. Producing eggs requires considerable
nutritional input. During late afternoon, the female was sitting in a scrape, pushing
material around with her legs. The male moved pieces of old reed-stem with his bill.
After 25 minutes of this activity, the female left the pool while the male remained at
the nest. It is believed that the first egg was laid that evening. On the following day,
the male continued his vigil at the island, chasing carrion crow, jackdaw, coot and
lapwing, and feeding very little. Observation time was now at a premium with
another May weekend, no shortage of birders in Norfolk, and more bluethroats on
the reserve. It was then we realised, with a mixture of hope, dread and relief that
black-winged stilts were going to breed at Holme. On the 23rd, the male was incubating, or simply covering the eggs, for much of the time before the first change
over at the nest was observed.
The dates of production of the first and subsequent eggs are not known, and it is
difficult to work them out. Each egg takes 1-2 days to produce and, as scraping was
observed on the 21st, there would be difficulty in laying three eggs before the 24th.
Neither stilts nor avocets are thought to incubate an incomplete clutch, though eggs
may be covered in bad weather. With the intention of trying to see the contents of
the nest, I crept to the top of the pool’s bank and looked down onto the island, early
on the 24th. The female, however, sat tight. Unwilling to risk further disturbance
during the early stages of incubation, I withdrew.
However, from this point, the hide overlooking the island was not left unattended,
and Bill Rutherford carried out the first night-watch, noting the birds calling in the
dark at 2. 10 a.m. and a changeover at 3.30 a.m. The relieved female flew off, returning at 4.45 a.m. before another changeover, with no obvious display, occurred ten
minutes later. A routine had become established that was to continue, closely observmaterial about and

—

ed, for over three weeks.

While local birders and friends were sought to help with protection, three additional ‘stilt-wardens’ were hired during the following week to fill out the long hours
and days that this clutch would remain vulnerable to egg-collectors. More radios
were bought and borrowed. The stilts were already attracting sufficient revenue to
pay for their protection, and there is no substitute for sufficient manpower and
equipment. During the 24 hour watches, a log was kept of the birds’ incubation
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and events, from which the following account has been abstracted.
Since the stilts are colonial over most of their range, it should not be unexpected if
some aspects of this solitary pair’s behaviour should differ from that quoted in the

times, behaviour

literature.

Incubation: Three eggs were laid though four are more frequently produced. They
resembled lapwing or avocet eggs, but less obviously pear-shaped. The nest was on
bare wet mud, about 25cm across, built of reed stems, and situated 1-1.5 metres
from the water’s edge. Both birds incubated through the day in short periods,
typically 40-70 minutes, but sometimes for as little as 30 or as much as 100 minutes.
However, it emerged that the male usually sat for long periods of up to five hours
from early evening until nightfall when, often after dark, the female would arrive to
incubate for a similar period until 3.00 a.m. to 4.00 a.m. The hours usually passed
without incident and the main activities were nest-duty changeovers and mobbing of
real and imagined predators. Both birds sat for roughly equal lengths of time during
the day. Changeovers were usually brief, between 25 and 60 seconds. The off-duty
bird would fly in from its feeding area, landing some metres from the nest before
walking up to the sitting bird, usually calling softly twice. A harsher call was very occasionally returned. Rarely, the sitting bird would not leave the nest despite its partner’s calling, once including a harsh churr. Equally, after a long spell of incubation
the sitting bird could appear anxious to leave the nest, even walking off before being
approached. Occasionally, the incoming bird would fly directly to the nest, hovering
and ‘paddling’ the air with its feet in front of its partner. The male was frequently
seen tossing pieces of reed-stem in and around the nest and usually at changeovers,
but the female only did this once. An interesting aspect of behaviour, not mentioned
in The Birds of the Western Palearctic, was the shaking of mud and water from their
feet immediately before settling on the eggs. This was noted at changeovers and also
as the sitting bird returned to the nest after chasing a predator. If the purpose of this
behaviour was to keep the eggs clean it was not totally successful as they were found
to be already muddy in the first few days.
The incoming bird would arrive from any direction, but usually from the east,
where they would feed on the invertebrate-rich wader pools. However, the off-duty
bird rarely fed for any length of time on the Hun Pool where the nest was situated
and usually flew off in 2-4 minutes. This time was spent within 10 metres of the nest,
preening and feeding. On only one occasion during incubation did both birds feed
together near the nest for a minute. Avoiding activity on the nesting pool could be to
conserve food supplies or to avoid drawing attention to the whereabouts of the nest.
As the off-duty bird was usually out of sight, it was not known what proportion of
the time was spent sleeping, preening and feeding as manpower was concentrated on

Hun

Pool. Although the off-duty bird was usually some distance away and
behind banks, when the sitting bird flew up to mob a predator it was sometimes joined by its mate, and this could lead to a changeover taking place.
On the nest, the eggs were turned once or twice every ‘session’ or roughly every
the

half-hour

when

it

was noted. Preening on the nest was observed occasionally, but

this usually took place off the nest, using indirect scratching. Either bird, when incubating, would occasionally leave the nest for no apparent reason. These unprovoked halts in incubation never exceeded five minutes of walking about or feeding, the

bird remaining close by, but the nest was deserted on several occasions for up to
seven minutes while stubborn herons or gulls were chased away. Essential management by reserve staff once kept the birds off the eggs for 19 minutes although again-

they remained close by.
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Predator Response and Interspecific
Aggression:
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^
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Curiously, a heron on the pool would be
tolerated when 50
f
metres from
the nest until another bird mobbed
it, when the sitting stilt
would join in
persistence Also, the odd magpie was
observed unmolested on a nearby
e, though neither herons nor
magpies in flight were tolerated. Other birds on the
pool, shelduck coot, mute swan,
avocet and ruff were often harried for long
periods
especially by the incoming and outgoing
off-duty bird which buzzed them wkh legs
‘^•rd, on the other hand, usually
ignored them
unless they ventured close to the nest
when the stilt would sit with head bobbing
ering a reedy k ew call. Another
response was to sit with long neck erect uttering
Farm-workers passing the end of the pool once elicited
a
response where the head and neck were stretched
out on the ground while
e bird remained silent on the nest.
One species, a common sandpiper, was ignored
^
aggression was shown towards a mallard brood
at
firs^

Wond

fermetres^^
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Fiercest disputes involved the

and redshanks, two pairs of which had brought
P^o^oke the stilts so
much that alli^r
the other species received constant harassment
on some days as well.
This was particularly noticeable in the last
week of incubation, when the stilts apstilts

peared to become more territorial, although
increased numbers of gull and wader
k chicks around the pool
at this time could have been the cause.
A threat posture was
occasionally observed, the stilt arching its wings
towards the

On

down

intruder

9th June (6 days from hatching), the off-duty
female
a vveek-old redshank chick. Some time later the

chase redshank

sitting

when another redshank approached

stilt

struck and knocked

male had

the nest.

The

left

stilt

the nest to
flew at the

redshank with legs dangling, was seized around one leg
by the redshank, and hovered
with the shank dangling from one leg. This
was repeated before the stilt turned its
attention to a heron, later returning to the nest
with a slight limp. The female was
also seen to limp for a few hours after scuffles
with over-flying gulls. Two days
before hatching, the male seized a redshank chick
by the neck and held it under
•water before several adult redshanks intervened
and escorted the chick to safety. Yet
on other occasions there was no reaction to redshank within
a metre of the nest and
the stilts could be quite relaxed when farm or reserve
workers were operating near
the pool. The sitting bird would leave the nest to
investigate lapwing and redshank
alarm calls given by birds on the grazing marsh and out
of site from the nest.

As mentioned earlier, the off-duty bird was generally thought to feed
on the
other pools which are rich in invertebrates by summer, but
had been less productive
in May when the stilts arrived. Rarely,
the female was seen flying out into Ragged

IFeeding:

^Marsh (a saltmarsh) and on another occasion flying back from the
beach or another
area of saltmarsh. Most observers found it difficult to
judge whether attempts to
:atch invertebrate prey were successful or not, but one watcher
recorded 12-15 prey
terns taken per minute with about 50% of stabs successful.
Although invertebrates along with common toad tadpoles in the early
days were
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thought to form the majority of prey the occasional three-spined stickleback of
15-20mm length was taken. Alternative methods of feeding were observed apart
from stabs beneath the water surface. The male running to pick small ‘flies’ off the
water, and the male flying with legs trailing, catching flies in the air. They were also
seen to shallowly probe bare mud. There was no time to take invertebrate samples

from the water, and the disturbance would have been unwelcome, but larger com-

mon

boatmen Notonecta. On only 7
more than a few minutes,
10 and 8 minutes on 7th June; and

invertebrates in the water layer included water

occasions did the off-duty bird feed on
and then for only 25 minutes on 2nd June; 36, 10,
14 and 11 minutes on 9th June.

the nesting pool for

Hatching: Early on the 15th June the female was just touching the eggs rather than
always turning them and was seen listening, stretching her neck and generally fidgetting. She could probably hear the young inside the eggs. At the next changeover she
did not leave the pool. Incubation proceeded as usual until 6.40 p.m. after which the
female constantly paid attention to the eggs. At 7.20 p.m. something was seen moving and this was confirmed when the male appeared at 8.20 p.m. and removed the
eggshell, dropping it 20 metres away in the water. Just before 9.00 p.m. the chick,
sandy with black bands and grey legs, was observed before being brooded through a
cold, wet night.
By 6.20 a.m. on the 16th two chicks were visible, the second having hatched about
two hours earlier and the third emerged at 8.16 a.m., the male on each occasion flying away to drop the eggshells in the water, in order not to draw the attention of
potential predators to the newly-hatched chicks.
At 9.44 a.m., the two older chicks were out feeding, unsteady on their legs at first,
before returning to be brooded. The adults frequently exchanged brooding duties,
and for much of the time the two older chicks were out feeding while the third was
brooded. It was not until 4.20 p.m. that the third chick properly emerged to feed for
twenty minutes before returning to shelter under the male bird’s wings as he crouched on his tarsi. As the three young came in to be brooded they were held under the
wing with their legs dangling above the ground. Although it was cool and showers
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were frequent, chicks up to a week old could be brooded
very effectively. The
weather was a greater threat when they were too large for
easy brooding and too
young to be waterproof. For the stilt-watchers the long hours
of vigilance were passed and worries diminished. But for the stilts another
phase was beginning.
As a round-the-clock watch was no longer kept, there was no longer
a detailed log

The following morning was sunny, but

available.

the longest period the chicks were
minutes and the majority of the time they spent brooded by one or
other
adult, who exchanged duties more frequently now. Feeding
mainly took place within
one metre of the island, with the prey they caught requiring visible effort
for them to
swallow. Like most waders, stilt chicks are not fed at all by their
parents. The

out was

1 1

adults

also called the chicks further out into the water,

presumably to a better feeding area.
rain the young were brooded and were also sometimes

During cool periods and in
back for brooding.
The 18th brought 16.5mm of rain, poor conditions indeed for young wader chicks.
Cool, wet, weather persisted to the end of the month. With careful brooding
all three
young survived until July when dry days with summer temperatures of up to
30°C
arrived at last. The risk of death by exposure had receded.
Disputes between the adult black-winged stilts and other birds on the pools
continued, if anything occurring more frequently than before. Redshanks
and lapwings
were intimidated, but oystercatchers and shelducks were unmoved by the
stilts’
attacks. The stilt family itself was not the subject of aggression by its
neighbours and
all the parent waders combined to keep bird predators
away from the pool. Even on
their first day, the stilt chicks crouched instinctively as a kestrel flew
over.
After surviving the miserable June weather it was a blow when the smallest
chick
disappeared at 14 days old on the night of 30th June. It is thought that this chick was
taken by a stoat. The following day the female was very agitated as she scolded an
unseen predator on the bank of the pool near the ‘stilt’ hide. For a long time the
adults did not let the other two chicks stray into this area, keeping them in the centre
of the pool and the island. The two chicks remained closely associated throughout
called

and until they left.
By 11th July, the young were 25 days old and vigorously exercising

fledging

their wings,
off the ground. Their juvenile feathers, mantle,
scapulars, coverts and tertials were dull-brown edged golden-buff. Their legs were
dull pink, the colour starting to change gradually from grey soon after hatching and
at this stage were little longer than those of other waders. The tibio-tarsal (‘knee’)
joint was remarkably wide. The bill, though long and slim, was also not yet fully
developed. The overall impression of the juveniles was not unlike juvenile ruff. The
overall impression of the juvenile vocabulary was much more limited than the adults’
range of sharp calls only a quick coot-like one being noted and frequently mistaken
for the latter species.

although

In the

still

warm

only able to

jump

late fledging stage

and with an abundance of prey, the chicks spent

much of the day loafing and preening by the log which had formed the focus of so
many of their days. By 9.(X) a.m. they would often be sleeping, while one parent
stayed close roosting/guarding and the other fed. By the 13th July (27 days old),
both chicks could fly the length of the pool and after 31 days were competent fliers.
A few days later they started to feed on other pools for the first time, and soon
started using The Broadwater (a brackish lagoon) for feeding and roosting. This area
is not generally used by waders other than avocets and redshanks at Holme though it
contains abundant prey, particularly the amphipod Corophium volutator.

and young roosted together. A visitor saw one
juvenile apparently preening the other on 30th July. Around this time the family

Throughout

their stay the adults
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one adult and two juveniles, thoroughly explored the immediate area, making excusions to Holme Marsh and particularly Titch well’s brackish areas.
On 14th August, the four birds were roosting together during the day as usual, and
there was nothing to indicate that the adults would leave, presumably together, during the night. For another two weeks, the juveniles remained feeding, roosting, and
taking the occasional flight to Titchwell together. With instinctive stilt aggression,
one juvenile was observed chasing a ruff on the Hun Pool.
Accustomed to their visits to Titchwell I was not aware, as I watched them fly east
at 4.00 p.m. on 31st August, that they were leaving Holme for the last time. The
following dawn, the marshes adjoining the wader pools were noisy with gunfire at
the opening of the wildfowling season. This may have frightened them off. The
adults had stayed 89 days and the juveniles until they were 75 days old. This was not
to be the last that was seen of them, as two juvenile stilts arrived at Belvide Reservoir
(Staffordshire), the following day, a distance of about 200km (125 miles) just south
of west. This would indicate that they had repeated the frequent navigational error
of young birds that fly at a bearing 90°W of the intended direction of dispersal;
south for the stilts. They remained at Belvide until 7th when they departed heading
south. By one of the strange coincidences that occur in the birding world, the last
person to see them in Britain was one of Holme’s voluntary summer Wardens who
was in his garden, south of Belvide, when the two stilts flew over at 2.00 p.m. on the
party, or

7th.

It is

unlikely that they will return in 1988 as black-winged

stilts

dispersive species, occasionally breeding far north of their

establishing regular breeding colonies. There have been

are well-known as a

normal range, without

more breeding attempts

in

the Netherlands than any other country in Northern Europe, with nesting confirmed

24 years between 1931 and 1976 including a record 39 pairs in 1965. However, it
appears that breeding did not take place there in 1987. This is surprising in view of
the number of vagrants in Britain during May. This was only the second occasion
black-winged stilts have raised young in Britain, the first being on Nottingham
sewage farm in 1945. Two other pairs failed that year and a further unsuccessful
breeding attempt was made on the Nene Washes in 1983. Previously, the species had
been recorded twice at Holme, while this occurrence made the thirty-first county
in

record.

As

Warden

fortunate in having breeding

on the reserve

manage, 1 would
thank the visitors for being patient with the few restrictions we had to impose.
Thanks are due to the RSPB Regional Office and Species Protection Dept for their
assistance and most especially to the dedicated team of voluntary watchers who spent
over 1,000 man-hours during incubation. Without them there would have been little
the

like to

to write about.
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stilts

I

Great Bustards
D. A. Dorling

One of

the early excitements of a vintage year in the

County was the appearance of
two Great Bustards at New Buckenham on the afternoon of 7th February. They were
discovered by a local resident whilst out walking his dog not expecting to
flush
anything larger than a pheasant.
This is the First record for Norfolk of this endangered species for eight years when
a single bird was seen and photographed at East Somerton and Winterton
in
February and two came in from the sea at Bacton on 2nd March 1979. The New

Buckenham birds preferred a large field of oil-seed rape, but despite their large size
they were elusive and at times difficult to locate. Remarkably well camouflaged
on
the ground,

on take-off they were transformed into powerful fliers with startlingly
They remained in the area until mid-day on 10th February and were not
reported again. They were extremely wary, but many observers obtained good views
and it was generally considered that both birds were immature males, lacking
white wings.

moustachial bristles.
The following description

is by courtesy of Twitching magazine; ‘Two extremely large and
powerful turkey-like birds with long necks and long legs. Pale chin and throat merging into
rich grey foreneck and upper breast. Much of face and head also grey-coloured,
but rear of
crown and hindneck brownish. Lower breast, belly, vent and under-tail coverts gleaming
white. Upperparts, from base of neck across to foreflanks- and back as far as tail tips a rich
mixture of neat golden-brown, chestnut-brown and black barring. This barring becoming
wider and more prominent on the coverts and especially so on the large tertials. Large area of
secondaries gleaming white and neatly contrasted against black primaries. Stout pale grey bills

and thick, long, greyish-green legs. One was perhaps a first-winter male; the other perhaps a
second or third-winter male. Normal gait was a sedate walk with head and neck erect in an alert
posture’.
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The Norfolk
displaced from

birds were part of a small invasion of Great Bustards almost certainly
their eastern Europe range by extremely severe weather. Suffolk had

four from 16th January at Harkstead until 20th January and three spent nearly three
weeks in the Kirton area until 7th February. On that day two were spotted flying

—

presumably to New
north along the coast before turning inland at Kessingland
Buckenham. Three other Great Bustards spent eleven days from 10th February at
Theberton near Minsmere finally being seen at Sizewell on 22nd February. These
were also considered to be immature males.
The influx was also witnessed in Holland during the 1986/87 winter, with a group
of ten birds in Limburg and seven others in Flevopolders in January. These totals
represent the highest numbers in Holland since the remarkable influx of over a
hundred there during the 1978/79 winter. One was seen coming in from the sea at
Ijmuiden

in April

1987

— possibly an East Anglian bird returning eastwards.

Red-rumped Swallows
As

in

Norfolk

a.m. on 8th April a
hirundine with a white rump flew across my field of view. Having then seen only a
single House Martin for the year I decided to have a good look at it with binoculars.
To my amazement 1 found the bird to be a Red-rumped Swallow. It was over the far
side of the pool hawking for insects and looked like staying more than the usual few
minutes of hirundines at this time of the year. I rushed to the nearest telephone to
spread the news. Within an hour some 40 birders were present, the first long-distance
ones arriving within two hours of the bird being found. It made off over West Bank
at 9.30 a.m., but was soon re-located flying round Watcher’s Cottage before perching on telephone wires nearby.
Main features included the pinkish washed white rump and face, neck and underparts. Flight
was more like a House Martin than a Swallow. Overhead the wings appeared blunt tipped and
rather broad based making it appear short-winged. The tail streamers were thicker than in a
Swallow and again blunt-tipped, with the streamers appearing to curve inwards. Perching on
overhead wires more detail was observed and on the breast fine streaking could be discerned.
The head was mostly a rufous-buff with paler face and throat. The cap was a metallic dark
blue. Upperparts and wings were the same shade of blue as the cap and there were whitish
markings on the mantle.
This red-rumped swallow disappeared in the late morning, but in the evening was
re-located over Cley village near the George and Dragon Hotel. It caused a traffic
1

was scanning the

gulls

and waders on Pat’s Pool
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at

Cley

at 8

jam and some amusement and curiosity among the locals. It was watched until dusk
when it flew off towards the marshes to roost. Next day it was performing in front of
the Warden s house from 6.20 a.m. Most of the time was spent hawking
insects over
the Glaven marshes on the west side of the village following early morning
feeding
flights with other hirundines around Watcher’s Cottage. Each morning
it also perched on telephone wires outside the house to preen and sing. It was absent from its
usual dawn site on the fourth day of its stay, but was soon found feeding with a few
Swallows along the Glaven near Wiveton Stone Bridge. Here it performed well to the
appreciative birders, sweeping low and at times coming quite close. In the late afternoon followng a heavy shower the Red-rump was seen to fly into the porch of Cley
Church. Here it stayed until the following morning at 6.30 a.m. providing observers

down to a few feet. Final views were obtained of this splendid vagrant
from the south up to 9 a.m. on 12th April. The weather, again cold and wet,

with views

doubtless persuading

it

to seek better feeding elsewhere.
E. T.

November

dawned

Myers

and sunny with a strong westerly wind. Hardly the
Consequently I made a late start for Winterton not
arriving until 9.30. Firstly, I checked the small paddock and rough field by the
village. This proved fruitless with no sign of the Red-backed Shrike present there a
few days previously. I then headed north towards the dunes.
Soon I spotted 4 Skylarks coming in from the direction of the sea. As they
approached 1 noticed a lone swallow flying low with them. As it banked low over the
marrams 1 was very surprised to note that it displayed rusty shading on the rump and
a similar coloured collar at the nape of the neck. Red-rumped swallow, a bird I have
seen on three previous occasions in this country and also in Spain, Morocco, Israel
and Egypt. 1 could hardly believe my eyes as it passed me at not more than 5 metres
12th

bright

best of days for bird-watching.

distance. This enabled

me

to obtain a detailed description.

Main

features included an

and under-tail coverts, paler wings and a dark cap. Underparts
were off-white or very pale sandy-buff (lacking any pectoral band), the rump becoming paler until it was almost white towards the tail. The bird headed inland over the
nearby wood still accompanying the larks. I continued walking north towards the
toad pools where 2 Jack Snipe flew up at my feet.
Suddenly, from the Horsey direction, I spotted 2 hirundines approaching. As they
swept in to the lee of the wood I realised both displayed the distinctive features of the
Red-rumped swallow. 1 watched fascinated as they leisurely hawked insects, gliding
on outstretched wings in the manner of House Martins, before moving off to the
south towards Winterton Church.
The Red-rumped Swallow is typically a bird of wild places including mountains
and sea-cliffs offering protective caverns for breeding in southern Europe. A summer migrant, it returns to Spain and Portugal in March and April. A total of over 50
Red-rumped Swallows was reported in this country after performing a remarkable
and unprecedented reverse migration towards the end of October. In addition 13
all-black mantle, tail

were reported in the spring.
The first Norfolk Red-rumped Swallow occurrence was between 6th and 25th
March 1952 when one frequented Blakeney Quay and the Glaven water-meadows. It
was the first of many rarities filmed in colour by the late Dick Bagnall-Oakeley.
Subsequently single birds have been identified in the county at Mundesley (1968),
Cley (1977 and 1980) and Holme (1979).
B. W. Jarvis
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Penduline

Tit:
S. J.

New to

Norfolk

M. Gant left

A singing Penduline Tit was found at Hickling Broad on 4th April 1987 by one lucky
observer, David Hewitt. Thirty or so birders were soon on the scene, but there were

—

was cold and windy
hardly ideal conditions for
finding a tiny marsh bird in one of the country’s most extensive reedbeds.
Early next day conditions had improved, but it was late morning before the prize
was relocated at least half a mile from the original site. During that afternoon over a
hundred birders were able to enjoy watching Norfolk’s first (and Britain’s twelfth)
Penduline Tit. It remained in the area until at least 10th April, but throughout its
stay it remained elusive and many observers went away disappointed.
Hickling Broad is a National Nature Reserve of over 1,3(X3 acres. The very nature
of its habitats: extensive reed-marsh, carr and open water, makes access very difno further

sightings that day.

It
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4

Black-tailed Godwits arriving at Titchwell at

numbers of Avocets have bred annually

at

i.

dawn during

spring high tide. Increasing

Cley since 1977.

A

Marsh Sandpiper provided

days at Cley during early autumn migration. FollowGrey Phalarope was filmed at Hockwold.

red-letter

ing the mid-October hurricane this

4

i

Black-winged Stilt studies taken at Holme where a pair reared two young. These elegant
waders have only bred successfully in this country on a single previous occasion.

cliff ledges held over sixty young Fulmars in August. At Scolt Head 2,900
Sandwich Terns reared 3,200 young to the flying stage.

Hunstanton
pairs of

ficult. Fortunately for bird-watchers
the Penduline Tit chose to frequent the
south
edge of the Broad where access and viewing
along Weaver’s Way is by way of a raised bank public footpath. This Penduline Tit
was an adult male and was frequently
eard calling and performing its brief and
subdued twittering song. It was extremely
active appearing almost anywhere along
the south side of the Broad. It was frequently observed feeding on seed-heads
of lesser reedmace, the drifting white downy
plumes on the breeze revealing to more than one
observer the bird’s presence. This
enchanting vagrant also spent much time moving
around scattered clumps of willows
in the marsh, constantly jerking
its tail from side to side in characteristic
fashion.
It was a tiny bird, about the
size and shape of a Blue Tit. The general
effect was suggestive of
a diminutive and pale male Red-backed Shrike.
Twitching magazine has provided the following description: ‘Head pale grey with a broad
black mask widening from

the forehead through
and behind the dark eye. Bill dark, fine and
pointed. Mantle and wing-coverts rich dark
chestnut. Wings and Uil dark grey extensively
edged pale greyish-white especially on tertials.
Underparts pa e pinkish-buff, whiter on chin and throat.
Legs and
feet blackish.

high-pitched plaintive tsee'

The

The

call: a

British record was at Spurn in 1966 followed
by occurrences in Scilly
Kent (1980 and 1983/4), Gwynedd, Humberside
(2 together), Essex and Northants!
At first sight It might appear that a Penduline is an unlikely
species to occur in Britain. But there is considerable evidence
of a northerly and westerly spread within
Europe. It is also a bird which wanders in winter and at
times (like Bearded Tits) exhibits eruptive behaviour. Despite its tiny size
it is capable of travelling considerable
distances
up to 5(X) miles. As an example of rapid range expansion, the
first and
very characteristic ‘cock’s nest’ was found in Holland
in 1962 (the bird itself was
never actually seen). Within two decades observations
in that country had become so
widespread that the species was removed from Dutch Rarities
Reports.
first

Slender-billed Gulls:

New

to Norfolk

Paul Varney

May the 12th 1987 began as a normal working day until a late afternoon visit to Snettisham to see a Hoopoe. Having enjoyed excellent views of this bird as
it flopped
along on rounded black and white wings looking like a large moth, I was
on the
return journey when given the news of two Slender-billed Gulls at Cley,
a new bird
for the County. On arrival there I joined the throng at the North
Hide as light began
to fade, but was able to enjoy views of these easily identifiable
gulls through the
might Questar telescope of Bryan Bland.
The

birds were

found by Martin Gilbert, from Runcorn who was visiting Cley to
and scanning the pools from Teal Hide. He was able to
watch the southern wanderers as they fed ‘ankle’ deep in water, pecking food
delicately from the surface, before they took wing and flew to the North Pool.
In
flight they revealed long pale wings and a noticeable contrast between sharp
red bill
and clean white head.
They were both adults, one about the size of a Black-headed Gull with the other
appreciably (about 15‘^’o) larger. The most striking feature was the amazingly clean
white head, neck and breast, the head being long and pointed. The bill was long and
fairly weighty and in poor evening light looked black, contrasting markedly
with the
white plumage. The mantle was very pale grey, paler than a Black-headed, with a
see a Wilson’s Phalarope,
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wing pattern on the perched bird. The eyes appeared small. They remained in
same area until dark.
The following dawn the birds were eventually located in a slightly different area of
the marsh, giving excellent views in the improved light and showing additional
features not visible the previous evening. The larger bird was much smarter with a
very noticeable rose-pink flush on the breast and belly, whilst the other bird showed
less bright pink. Bills were bright red as were the eye rings and legs. The birds were
similar

the

displaying to each other, confirming that they were a pair

male.

When

displaying the male stretched

its

— the larger bird being the

neck which was very long: a

characteristic of the species.

The birds stayed in the area three days and thanks to the considerable efforts and
understanding of Bernard Bishop and David Abdullah, the warden and his assistant
at Cley, were seen by a large number of Bird Watchers. Throughout the stay the male
remained very protective towards the female, frequently positioning himself between
her and other gulls and often chasing them away. They were also seen to copulate on
numerous occasions, leading to hopes that they would settle down to breed. On the
last evening of their stay they were watched until dark from the Richard Richardson
Hide, having earlier flown in from Blakeney Harbour. They were not seen again, to
the great chagrin of the weekend birders.
There are only three previous accepted British records: first-summer birds in
Sussex in June and July 1960 and again in April 1963 and a ‘pink’ adult which
appeared in Kent on several dates between July and September in 1971 with
presumably the same bird at Minsmere on 15th August that year.
The species has an irregular disjointed breeding distribution from Southern Spain
and France, eastwards to the Black Sea. Presumably the pair of Slender-billed Gulls
were part of the same displacement of Mediterranean birds which brought the Blackwinged Stilts to Holme.
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Lapwing Breeding Survey
Moss Taylor

During April 1987 the British Trust for Ornithology organised a survey of the
breeding Lapwings in England & Wales. One randomly selected tetrad in each 10km
'

square was covered and so no absolute figures for the number of breeding pairs was
obtained. However, the habitats used by the breeding birds was recorded and the
results help to explain why there has been a decline in numbers, particularly
in
southern and eastern England.
In Norfolk, the major habitat types occupied by breeding pairs were as follows:
spring

sown cereals 20*^70, tilled bare ground 20%, autumn sown cereals 15%, perma15%, sugar beet 9%, ploughed bare land 6% and other spring crops 6%.

nent grass
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one habitat, such as spring cereals and move the newly
hatched young to another, such as water meadows. A point made by one observer
“All four pairs in one group, the common factor being fairly stony ground with a
southerly to westerly aspect and a stream with marshy ground within the chicks

Many Lapwings

will nest in

—

walking distance.”
Unfortunately both these habitat types are becoming scarcer through changes in
agricultural practice. In recent years the trend has been to drain damp areas and to
change from spring sown to autumn sown cereals. Autumn sowing results in a crop
that has already grown too tall by April for nesting Lapwings, also the use of fertilizers encourages a denser crop with an absence of thinner patches and bare ground.
The preference for spring sown cereals and tilled bare ground is clearly shown in the
results of the survey, 40% of the breeding pairs being found in one or other of these
habitats. Another observer commented
“A few pairs of Lapwings nest each year,
shifting their breeding sites according to the areas of suitable nesting habitat
available to them each season. They generally choose nesting sites where the vegetation is very short or patchy with areas of bare ground. Tilled bare land is preferred to
fields with deep furrows. Pea fields are also favoured when only a few inches high.”
Additional problems faced during incubation relate to the more frequent use of
machinery and increased stocking rates, both of which result in damage to nests.
Although this does not necessarily mean no young are reared as one observer
remarked
“The tractor drivers reported that some nests get destroyed each year,
but they fully expected the birds would start nesting again, which was confirmed
when I returned on a later date.” In addition the availability of food for the fledglings is reduced by pesticides and herbicides.
Finally the tendancy to replace hay with silage affects all stages of the breeding
cycle
the application of extra fertilizer resulting in grass which is too tall and too
thick in which to nest and in those areas where breeding is possible the first cut in
May destroys many nests and young.
However, factors other than loss of habitat are clearly involved as suggested by the
comments of two other observers
“Despite searching for four and a half hours,
not a single Lapwing was found despite plenty of varied suitable habitat (autumn &
spring sown cereals, bare tilth and planted potato ridges),” and “One large field of
untilled land which looked very suitable held no Lapwings at all.”
Finally the pointed note of one observer
“I fear Lapwings will not survive long
on my patch. Most of the permanent pasture has gone to cereal in the last two years.
The little remaining will be lost as soon as the dairy herd has been sold.”

—

—

—

—

—
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The Wash

— Mecca

for

Waders

Rowena Langston

The Wash

is

an internationally important estuary for wading birds and ranks
second

Wadden Sea/Wattenmeer in western Europe in terms of peak numbers of
waders present. The Wash Wader Ringing Group has been studying
the different
only to the

wader populations for over 20 years and has caught over 175,000 birds.
This longterm research has helped to clarify the relative importance of the Wash
to different
species of waders which use the estuary for:—
a staging post during migrations in

i)

ii)

a moulting
total

iii)

second only to the
numbers of waders, and
site,

autumn and,

Wadden Sea

in

to a lesser extent, in spring;

western Europe,

in

terms of

a winter area.

Peak Winter counts of waders

at the

Wash *

A verage peak
Peak count
1986/87

Species

Oystercatcher

Grey Plover
Knot
Sanderling

Dunlin
Bar-tailed

Curlew
Redshank
Turnstone
*Birds

Godwit

23,202
5,512
83,340
768
37,257
12,809
2,265
3,346
754

Month of peak
count 1986/87

February
February
February
January
February
January
February

December
February

of Estuaries Enquiry counts, courtesy of the

count over 5
(82/83

-

yrs.

86/87

24,999
4,191
88, 102

469
34,525
8,593
3,691
3,906
841

British Trust for Ornithology.

Oystercatcher: Most Oystercatchers using the Wash are from breeding grounds
along the west coast of Norway; 80% of breeding season recoveries of ringed Oystercatchers have been from there. Oystercatchers arrive at the Wash from breeding
areas in late July/early August. Most moult at the Wash and then remain there during the winter, but there is also some onward migration, following completion of
moult, north along the east coast of England and south to the south coast of

England and north coast of France. At least some of the latter may indicate changes
in wintering area, but most are thought to return to the Wash in subsequent winters.
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Interchange between shores of the Wash, by Oystercatchers
autumn, but winter movements appear to be more localised.

is

common

in

Ringed Plover: The Wash serves, principally, as an autumn refuelling stop for
passage-migrant Ringed Plovers on their way from breeding grounds in
Greenland/lceland and northern Scandinavia/western Siberia to wintering sites in
Africa. Some continental breeders may also pause at the Wash during migration to
wintering areas in western Britain. Peak passage numbers of Ringed Plovers occur at
the Wash during August/September. Thereafter, numbers of wintering birds are
low.

Spring passage is at a considerably reduced level, compared with autumn passage,
since the main migration route for the Greenland/lceland breeding population is
along the west coast of Britain.

Grey Plover: The Wash has the highest numbers of wintering and passage Grey
Plovers of any British estuary.
Two Siberian breeding populations of Grey Plovers have been identified at the
Wash: one moults and most birds overwinter at the Wash, with some moving on to
other estuaries in southeast and southwest England after completion of moult. The
other population pauses only to refuel on the way to moulting and wintering areas in
southern Europe and Africa.
Winter influxes of Grey Plovers, which moult at the Wadden Sea, occur to varying
degrees from year to year, particularly in cold winters.
Spring passage at the Wash is less pronounced as the return migration is staggered.
Knot: The Wash supports over a quarter of the estimated wintering numbers of Knot
in western Europe, which are considered to be of nearctic origin, breeding in
Greenland and northeast Canada. Most of these birds migrate via Iceland, but recent
findings show that at least part of the population migrates regularly, in spring, via
northern Norway.
The main influx of Knot to the Wash is in August. Some birds moult at the Wash
and remain there for the winter, whilst others moult there but then move on. This
post-moult dispersal is westwards to the Dee, Ribble and Morecambe Bay estuaries;
northeast to the Tees and Tyne estuaries and the Firth of Forth; and south to the
Thames. There are also influxes to the Wash of Knot which moult at the Wadden
Sea.

Knot from Siberian breeding grounds also occur at the Wash
migration to south and west Africa.
Knot are higly mobile within the Wash in all seasons.

Two

in

some autumns, on

populations of Sanderlings have been identified at the Wash, which
is evidence that both occur at the
Wash. One group refuels at the Wash in autumn on its way south whilst the other
group moults at the Wash before overwintering there or moving on to sites along the
east coast of England, such as Teesside, or to southwest England, with a few
movements to southeast England also noted. Following the large scale of autumn
passage, the wintering population is relatively small.
Sanderlings are very consistent in returning to the Wash each year, as shown by
frequent recaptures of Wash-ringed birds (one bird has been caught 13 times in 12
Sanderling:

may

represent nearctic and Siberian breeders; there

years).
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Spring migration is on a smaller scale than
autumn migration, partly because it is
staggered over a longer period, but also because
most nearctic birds migrate up the
west coast of Britain.

Dunlin: Most Dunlin occurring at the Wash are
of the race alpina from breeding
northern Scandinavia and northwest Russia. Adults
arrive at the Wash in
late July/early August, after migrating
via the Baltic coast. Most moult at the Wash
before some move on in October and November, mainly
to estuaries in western Britain and Ireland, but also south through
France to Morocco. Juvenile Dunlin arrive
at the Wash about one month after the
adults but then adopt a similar pattern of
dispersal. Also, a proportion of juveniles overwinter
at the Wash.
Post-moult influxes occur from the Wadden Sea, particularly
in cold winters.
Spring migration through the Wash is substantial in March
and April.
Ringing recoveries show pronounced site fidelity of
Dunlin, both between and
areas

m

within winters.

The high turnover of Dunlin through the Wash in autumn
includes schinzii
Dunlin, probably from Iceland. These birds refuel at the
Wash from mid-June to
mid-August on their way to moulting and wintering sites in northwest
Africa. There
is slight autumn passage of arctica
Dunlin, which breed in northeast Greenland,
through the Wash in August.
Curlew: Most Curlews arriving at the Wash in autumn are considered
to have come
from Finland and neighbouring countries. Counts from the Birds
of Estuaries
Enquiry indicate fewer wintering birds at the Wash than in autumn. This
may be due
to movements inland or dispersal from the area as
indicated by one dye-marked

Curlew which was seen on Jersey
Bar-tailed

Godwit: Ringing

later in the

same

winter.

results indicate that Bar-tailed

come from Siberian breeding grounds. Most
Wash in August and most are considered

Godwits visiting the Wash
adult Bar-tailed Godwits arrive at the

to moult there. Juveniles arrive in
September. Decreased winter counts from the Birds of Estuaries Enquiry and two
ringing recoveries indicate some post-moult migration southwards
to wintering areas
in southern Europe and northwest Africa.

Redshank: Two breeding populations are represented at the Wash; a mainly British
population from eastern Britain, and Icelandic breeders. Both groups moult at the
Wash before many disperse west and south as far as Iberia. There is little evidence
for spring passage through the Wash. Those Redshanks which remain
at the Wash
appear to be sedentary.
Turnstone: Two breeding populations occur at the Wash. Turnstones from
Greenland and Ellesmere Island in northeast Canada moult and winter at the Wash,
whilst Turnstones from Finland pause at the Wash to refuel in autumn en route to
moulting and wintering sites in west Africa. There is little evidence for return passage
through the Wash in spring by the northern European birds.
Turnstones at the Wash are very site-faithful within and between years.
Further reading:

Wash Wader Ringing Group

report

1985-1986. (Available from Mr. P.

Ireland, 27 Hainfield Drive, Solihull,

West Midland at £1 each.)
The following recovery maps show movements of waders to (A.) and from
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(•)

The Wash.

Overseas movements lo/from the

Wash
All
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known movements to/from
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Ringing Report

Moss Taylor

were ringed in Norfolk, excluding those handled by the
This is probably more than in any previous year and is
partly a reflection of the increased number of ringers operating within the county.
Noteworthy species totals included 530 Black-headed Gull nestlings at Cantley and
1,550 Swallows, 1,360 Blackbirds, 1, 1 30 /Icrocep/jcr/w^ Warblers, 1,610 Blue Tits and
2,750 Greenfinches. Less common species ringed in 1987 included Honey Buzzard,
Hobby, Red-breasted Flycatcher and Lapland Bunting.
Once again, it has not been easy selecting the recoveries for publication, so great
has been the number from which to choose. As in previous years, the great value of
colour marking is admirably demonstrated by the recoveries of Spoonbill, Bean and
Brent Geese, while Montagu’s Harrier and Purple Sandpiper are infrequently
In 1987, over 16,000 birds

Wash Wader Ringing Group.

reported in the recovery section.

This report would not have been possible without the enthusiasm of all the ringers
in Norfolk, nor the help with wader recoveries from Dr. N. Branson and details of
colour-ringed Brent Geese from Bart Ebbinge. Ringers are reminded that the annual
meeting of Norfolk ringers is held on the first Thursday of March at the Phoenix
Hotel, Dereham at 7.30pm.
The explanation of abbreviations used in the recovery section has not been given
for several years
1

2
3

3J

4
5

6

M
F
V

w
X

xF
?

and

is

as follows:

pullus (nestling or chick).

grown, year of hatching unknown.
hatched during calender year of ringing.
as 3, but showing some juvenile plumage when ringed.
hatched before calender year of ringing, exact year unknown.
hatched during previous calender year.
hatched before previous calender year, exact year unknown.
fully

male.
female.
caught or trapped, released with ring.
ring number read in field or sight record of identifiable colour ring(s).
found dead or killed by man.
found freshly dead or dying.
manner of recovery unknown.
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NORFOLK RECOVERIES NOTIFIED

IN 1987

Fulmar:
1

4.8.84

X

1.1.85

Sheringham
Bawdsey, Suffolk 105km S
Spoonbill: Identified by a combination of colour
rings.

Tweede Duintjes,
Cley 298km

12.6.87

1

vv

W

21.8.87

Mute Swan:

Is

Terschelling, Netherlands

possible that this bird joined a party of

it

through Scotland en route from Iceland to Welney?
IM
29.8.82
East Fortune, Lothian, Scotland
Full details of the unique discovery of 22

marked together

passing

Welney 434km SSE

1.1.86

Bean Goose:

Whooper Swans

in

Swedish Lapland and wintering

neck-banded Bean Geese
Yare valley, are given in

in the

the Classified Notes.

Canada Goose:
Geese
4
X

in

A

full

account of the results from ringing the moulting Canada
is planned for a future NBR.

Holkham Park in the late 1970’s
8.7.79
Holkham Hall
13.4.87

Kimberley,

Wymondham 45km SSE

Barnacle Goose: It is generally assumed that Barnacle Geese
appearing in Norfolk in
winter, belong to the breeding population from Kolguev
and Novaya Zemlaya which
winter regularly in the Netherlands, whereas birds wintering in

Donegal come from

the Greenland population. This particular bird was apparently
attracted to domestic
animals and captive birds at Bessingham.

4
V

23.11.85
15.4.86

Seskinmore, Donegal, Ireland
Bessingham 669km ESE

Brent Goose: Sightings of colour-ringed Brent Geese in north Norfolk,
included
and a pair ringed together in The Netherlands in
April 1986 and seen together again in The Netherlands in December
1986, at
Weybourne in March 1987 and back in The Netherlands in May 1987.
birds ringed at Salthouse in 1974

Wigeon: More Wigeon are currently ringed at Pensthorpe than at any other site in
and many have been recovered in the breeding area in central and northern

Britain

Russia. Observers are particularly asked to look out for any colour-ringed Wigeon,
noting the ring colour and on which leg(s) the bird has been ringed. Any such
sightings should be sent to the

5M

17.3.84

xF

26.5.85

Wildfowl Trust, Slimbridge, Gloucester.
Pensthorpe
Berezovo, Khanty-Mansi, USSR 3,855km ENE

Tufted Duck: Only the fourth German-ringed Tufted Duck to be found
IF
7.8.85
Altfriedland, Frankfurt, German DR
X

11.1.86

Rockland Broad 919km

in Britain.

W

Montagu’s Harrier: The first recovery of a British-ringed Montagu’s Harrier since
1961, when three were recovered in France
all shot! At least this bird died of
natural causes
the remains being found in the nest of an Eagle Owl.
28.7.85
West Norfolk

—

—

1

X

1.9.86

Rochelfort en Valdaine, Drome, France

965km SSE

Oystercatcher: This bird was not freshly dead when found after being
but nevertheless had been ringed twenty years previously.

4

'11.8.67

X

24.7.87

hit

by a

Snettisham

Amsterdam, Noord-Holland, Netherlands 305km E
113

train,

Knot: Many Greenland Knot wintering at the Wash are known to return to
Greenland via north Norway, as shown by the first recovery. But not many Russianbreeding birds are found there.
6
13.5.86
Kantornes, Troms, Norway
V
28.2.87
Snettisham 2,084km SSW
3

21.8.85

Reda Mouth, Gdansk, Poland

V

28.2.87

Snettisham 1,202km

W

Purple Sandpiper: This recovery could possibly be an indication of the breeding area
of some of our wintering Purple Sandpipers.
6
13.4.86
Nidingen, Halland, Sweden

w

Heacham 874km

1.3.87

SW

Dunlin: The first bird demonstrates the longevity of even small waders. While most
Dunlin migrate along the ‘Baltic flyway’, some juveniles are known to come down
the west coast of Norway as shown by the second. The remaining recoveries are examples of possibly typical westwards movement as winter progresses and birds
wintering further south in subsequent years.
4
22.7.76
Ottenby, Gland, Sweden
X

25.1.87

Morston

Norway

3

4.9.86

Tjorveneset, Vest-Agder,

V

28.2.87

Snettisham 698km

4
V

21.9.86

Terrington

28.2.87

Dundrum, Down, Northern

4

23.7.82

xF

29.1.84

Terrington
Moana, Pontevedra, Spain 1,352km

4
X

7.3.87

Terrington
Cadiz, Spain 1,889km

1.9.81

Curlew: This

is

a

SW

good age

for a

Ireland

436km

WNW

SSW

SSW

Curlew found

in the

normal breeding area for

from the Wash.
6

6.5.73

?

1.6.87

Wolferton
Ornskoldavik, Vasternorrland, Sweden 1,579km

An autumn

Redshank:
4

3.9.81

passage bird controlled
Terrington

V

20.4.87

South Uist, Western

Isles,

probable breeding area.

Scotland

696km

NW

unusual to find Swedish birds wintering on the Wash and so perhaps
represents an overshoot to Sweden of one of the Greenland population which is

Turnstone:
this

in its

NE

known

It is

to winter

on the Wash.

3

26.8.85

V

28.2.87

Nidingen, Halland, Sweden
Snettisham 879km SW

Black-headed Gull: The first two recoveries, of Norfolk-bred Black-headed Gulls
demonstrate a typical westerly movement after the breeding season. (A similar pattern is shown by the breeding populations in Scandinavia, central and eastern
Europe which move westwards into Britain). The remaining recoveries involve birds
found wintering in different parts of eastern England, in subsequent years, apart
from one in Hereford & Worcester which is most unusual.
10.7.79
1
Salthouse
xF
9.5.87
Alvaston, Derbyshire 168km

W

1

V

4.6.86

Cantley

10.3.87

Wolverhampton, West Midlands 245km
114

W

23.12.81

Norwich

V

18.1.87

Loppem, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium 209km SE

6
vv

6.1.79

Sheringham

16.2.85

vv

23.1.87

Gibraltar Point, Lincolnshire
Skegness, Lincolnshire 62km

60km

WNW

5

17.1.85

Norwich

X

9.9.87

Bruisyard, Suffolk

6

26.1.86

Norwich

xF

27.1.87

Woolverstone, Suffolk 67km S

4

20.1.85

Downham Market

V

24.1.87

Pitsea Marshes, Essex

6
V

22.1.77

Ketteringham
Stretton Sugwas, Hereford

Common
5

xF

17.1.87

44km SSE

117km S

&

Worcester 275km

Gull: This bird died of botulism six days after
14.1.87
Norwich
15.3.87

WNW

it

WSW

was found.

Leigh on Sea, Essex

Herring Gull:
3

13.8.79

Wolferton

X

14.9.86

Newburgh, Grampian Region, Scotland 517km

NNW

Puffin:
1

X

7.7.86

Fame

28.12.87

Cley 348km

Islands,

Northumberland

SSE

Swallow: Although over 400 British-ringed Swallows have been recovered south of
had been ringed in Norfolk. The recovery at sea was of a bird found
dying on board a yacht 100 miles off the western coast of Morocco. Was the southerly
movement of the last bird a reflection of the miserable spring weather?
the Sahara, few

3

28.8.85

V

15.10.86

3J

29.8.86
7.5.87

xF

4M

11.5.87

xF

5.6.87

Happisburgh
Kapanga, Zaire 7,550km SSE
South Lopham
at sea, between Tanger and Las Palmas 2,573km
Happisburgh
Flines les Rachas, Nord, France 291km SSE

Sand Martin: It is encouraging to see a rekindling of interest
3F
1.8.85
Llangorse Lake, Powys, Wales
12.7.87

Loddon 330km

3J

8.9.86

Farlington Marshes, Hampshire

V

12.7.87

Loddon 256km

2

7.9.86

V

18.7.87

Isle of Grain, Kent
Blackborough End 138km

oldest

Sand Martin

ringing.

BTO

ringing.

ENE

V

House Martin: One of the

in

SSW

NE

House Martins

3

25.8.80

Happisburgh

X

23.9.87

Overstrand 18km

N
to be reported

from

NW

Blackbird: Note that all four Blackbirds recovered abroad were ringed within a tenday period, at well scattered localities throughout the county.
6M
8.1.87
Ormesby St. Margaret
X
28.6.87
Steinfurt-Borghorst, Munster, FR Germany 381km E

6F

12.1.87

Sheringham

X

21.5.87

Utterslev, Lolland,

115

Denmark 690km ENE

5F

16.1.87

X

12.4.87

Sheringham
Stocken, Goteborg och Bohus, Sweden 924km

6M

18.1.87

Norwich

V

22.3.87

Kampen,

4F

27.10.84

Waxham

V

25.3.87

Spurn Point, Humberside 137km

Fieldfare: Killed

25.1.87

Sedge Warbler:

314km E

NW

by a hunter, part of the continuing massacre of passerines

Mediterranean.
6
20.1.85

xF

Overijssel, Netherlands

NE

Many

Sheringham
Mungia, Vizcaya, Spain 1,120km
British

20.8.87

Earlham

V

1.9.87

Icklesham, Sussex 194km

Reed Warbler: This bird must have flown
by the time that it was retrapped in 1987.
26.7.78

V

28.6.87

SSW

Sedge Warblers leave the country via the south coast.

3

4M

in the

at least

SSW
100,000 miles on migration alone

Earlham
Earlham

Goldcrest: In an autumn when so few Goldcrests were recorded on passage (only 53
were ringed in Norfolk), it is surprising that such an interesting control should have
been reported.
3M
20.9.87
Calf of Man, Isle of Man
V
24.10.87
North Burlingham 446km ESE

Long-tailed Tit:
2.11.83

2

xF
Coal

18.5.86
Tit:

Movements

Happisburgh
Impington, Cambridgeshire 117km

SW

of over 100km are unusual for this species and yet there were

four reported within Britain in 1986.
6

1.2.84

V

3.4.86

Snape, Suffolk
Snettisham 104km

NW

Blue Tit: Several ringers commented on the abundance of Blue Tits in late autumn.
22.10.87
Weybourne
9.12.87
Boston, Lincolnshire 77km

3F
xF

W

Great Tit: Further examples of spring movements of Great Tits.
4
13.4.86
East Winch
2.6.87
X
Attleborough 37km SE

3F

2.11.86

Landguard Point, Suffolk

V

31.3.87

Weybourne 114km

Chaffinch: Note the amazing similiarity

N

in the ringing

and recovery dates of the two

birds.

2

24.9.85

Kroonspolders, Vlieland, Netherlands

X

6.4.87

Necton 288km

3F

26.9.85

V

5.4.87

Kennemerduinen, Noord-Holland, Netherlands
Sprowston 219km

W
W

Greenfinch: As a result of increased interest in ringing Greenfinches in Norfolk, an
unprecedented series of recoveries was reported in 1987. Of these, two-thirds were of
birds controlled by other ringers. Space only allows those recoveries involving
movements outside Norfolk to be given in full. The recoveries between Norfolk and
Suffolk suggest that birds are tending to move north in autumn and south in spring.
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particularly well

shown by

the multiple recovery from Ipswich.

2

14.2.86

East

X

15.6.87

Stowmarket, Suffolk 75km SSE

2

14.2.86

East

X

8.4.87

Winch

2

17.1.87

X

27.4.87

Oakley, Suffolk

4F

Sheringham

X

27.12.86
15.10.87

5M

29.3.86

V

17.2.87

Landguard Point, Suffolk
Sheringham 13km N

57km SSE

Shadingfield, Suffolk

66km SSE

1

5F

28.6.85

V

9.5.87

Landguard Point, Suffolk
Weybourne 14km N

5M

28.4.86

Ipswich, Suffolk

V

29.11.87

Sheringham 100km

5M
V

21.4.86
3.3.87

xF

23.5.87

5M
V

17.2.84
6.12.86

East Grinstead, Sussex 119km

2

29.12.85

East

V

14.2.87

Milford, Staffordshire 169km

2

25.1.86

Houghton

V

17.3.87

6M

25.1.86

V

18.2.87

Corby, Northamptonshire 100km
Epping, Essex
Sheringham 160km NNE

2

17.10.86
20.2.87

Gibraltar Point, Lincolnshire
East Winch 44km S

V

9.12.86
25.4.87

Weybourne 251km E

3M

14.12.86

Huddersfield, West Yorkshire

V

11.6.87

Ormesby

6M

1.1.87

Millwater, Somerset

V

12.6.87

Ormesby

5M

14.4.86

V

26.1.87

Sheringham
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire 186km

4M

5.9.86

Waxham

V

25.1.87

Beddington SF, Greater London

Redpoll:
2
V

28.6.86
15.9.86

King’s Lynn

3M

clear pattern has

Winch

Stowmarket, Suffolk 75km SSE
Pentney

V

No

1

N

Ipswich, Suffolk

Sheringham 100km N
Woodbridge, Suffolk 95km S

Fakenham

SSW

Winch

W
WSW

Walcot, Shropshire

St.

St.

Margaret 260km
Margaret 367km

ESE

ENE

Siskin:

SW

Linnet:

Brunoy, Seine-et-Oise

&

V

9.11.84
18.1.87

Happisburgh
Ipswich, Suffolk

89km SSW
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77km

Seine, France

Reed Bunting:,

4M

1

SW

472km S

Classified

Notes

These Notes are based on Birds of Norfolk (1977 revised edition) where information
regarding status, distribution, migration and ringing recoveries may be found.
Details covering the complete Ouse Washes appear in the Cambridge Bird Club
Report for 1987. Attention is drawn to the wealth of Migration observations appearing in the quarterly bulletins of Cley Bird Club and also featuring in NO As 1987
Annual Report where the coastal accounts extend to Breydon Water. In addition
NARVOS Report for 1987 contains considerable detail regarding distribution in west
Norfolk.
The order used is that of K. H. Voous (1977) List of Recent Holarctic Bird
Species. Observations refer to 1987, unless otherwise stated. To save space, all but
the most essential initials have been omitted. Records are of single birds unless otherwise stated.

Red-throated Diver: Inshore records in all months. Peak counts: 203 Cley Jan 31st,
140 Cley-Salthouse Feb 13th-14th and 107 Paston Nov 20th.
Inland at Horsey Mere March 15th, Martham Broad April 18th-May 25th,
Strumpshaw 2 West Nov 26th, Brundall 2 west Dec 3rd, Hickling Dec 19th and

Buckenham Dec

21st.

Black-throated Diver: Over 70 coastal reports mainly between Cley and Hunstanton,
but including 7 East Coast observations and one off Heacham. Extreme dates May
21st and Sept 7th. Majority singles, but ones and twos also recorded. Inland:

Breydon March 14th and Welney March

15th.

Great Northern Diver: Over 30 records of singles in coastal waters YarmouthHunstanton up to May 28th and from Sept 3rd. Birds retaining breeding plumage in
Holkham Bay Oct 13th and off Cley on 19th.
Little

Grebe: As usual only winter assembly

Sept.

118

at

Snettisham where

maximum

of 35

peat

Crested Grebe: August concentrations included
68
Snettisham followed by 50 off Hunstanton Oct

at

Breydon and 126 off

12th.

Red-necked Grebe: Over 80 coastal observations, the majority
relating to singles, but
threes and fours. Noted to April 2nd (with one in
breeding plumage at
Cley July 19th) and from Aug 12th.
Inland at Breydon, Denver Sluice, Filby, Gt Melton,
Hickling, Pentney GP (June
4th), Potter Heigham, Rockland/River Yare
(long stayer Jan 22nd-April 7th) and
Welney.

^so twos,

Slavonian Grebe: Autumn influx into Holkham Bay
commenced Oct 5th reaching
maximum of 14 Nov 7th and with 5 till Nov 9th. Elsewhere up to 6 Jan-March and
Sept-Dec between Paston and Heacham. Only one East Coast
occurrence (Yarmouth Jan 2nd). In Fens singles on Ouse at West Lynn Jan 4th and Nov
21st.
Broads: Filby Feb 16th/ 17th; West Somerton Dec 24th-26th;
Horsey Mere Jan 9th
and Hicklmg Feb 1st, Nov 29th/30th and Dec 12th-19th. Other inland
birds at Lvng
GP Feb 9th and Welney Feb 22nd.

Black-necked Grebe: Group of 10 in Blakeney Pit towards end of 1986
remained till
Jan 3rd with 7 lingering till 10th. Other inshore records at Horsey
Jan 9th, Sheringham 3 West Aug 26th, Cley Jan 7th and Oct 24th and Holme Nov 9th-l 1th
and on
many dates in Dec. East: Breydon Jan 21st.
Singles in full breeding plumage at Brevdon and Hickling April
24th, Martham
Broad April 29th-May 2nd, Narford Lake May 4th, Tottenhill GP May llth-14th
and Pentney GP May 14th/15th.

Fulmar: Hunstanton: 50 pairs Jan 12th and 63 young counted Aug 8th. First
returnNov 1st and 50 pairs again by year-end. No details available for North Coast. Inland: Thurne June 21st.
ed

Cory’s Shearwater: Hunstanton Sept 26th (HR).
Sooty Shearwater: Small scale movements Aug 24th/25th when moderate to strong
northerly winds accompanied by heavy rain. Records include Horsey
2, Waxham 4,
Walcott 5, Paston 9-1-6, Sheringham 4, Weybourne 5, Cley 9-1-15 and Snettisham
2

.

Further small

•

Mundesley

movement Sept 26th during strong

NW winds:

Waxham

1,

Paston

Sheringham 2, Cley 6, Blakeney Point 1 and Hunstanton 1. Otherwise extreme dates July 22nd and Oct 19th apart from highly unusual occurrences
off Cley Jan 14th (ETM) and off Paston March 29th (MF).
2,

1,

Manx Shearwater: Apart from 5 west off Holme May 21st all observations between
July 20th and Oct 17th with largest parties Aug 24th (12 off Cley) and Sept 26th
(8
off Hunstanton).
'

Storm

Petrel:

Blakeney Point Jan 25th (PG).

Leach’s Petrel: Cley/Salthouse Sept 26th (EJH SPH
Additional 1985: Sheringham Nov 10th (RJW).
'

<

'

I

Gannet: Peak easterly movements off Paston: 644

ETM).

Aug

24th and 334

Nov

1st.

Cormorant: Largest roosts: Ranworth: 267 Feb, 195 March, 330 Oct, 257 Nov and
260 Dec. Welney: 118 Jan, 131 Feb, 167 March, 80 April, 30 May, 110 Nov and 135
Dec. Holkham: 216 Sept.
Shag: Usual coastal reports of I to 3 up to May 4th and from Aug 28th. Largest
parties totalled 5 (Brancaster and Cley). At Wells up to 3 Sept 11th onwards.

Broadland only 3 regular boomers. North coast: Again 5 boomers at four
Autumn/winter records from Burnham Overy, Hickling, Holme, Horsey,

Bittern: In
sites.
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How

Hill, Irstead, Pensthorpe Hall, Ranworth (3 high over the marshes Oct 22nd),
Rockland, Rollesby, Salthouse, Strumpshaw, Thompson Water, Wells, West Acre

(dead

— entangled in netting) and Woodbastwick.

Night Heron: Blackborough End adult April 26th-29th (AB BJB NB et af), Breydon
Aug 29th (PRA LCS) and East Rudham adult Nov 14th-16th (NB KF).

sub-adult

Grey Heron: Heronry details include Barton 4, Bawburgh 3, Buckenham 10-12,
Burgh Castle 2, Cockshoot 1, Didlington 3, Fleggburgh Common 3, Fritton 3, Gt.
Witchingham 3, Hilgay 31, Holkham Park 4, Islington 79, Narford 5, N. Elmham 8,
Old Hunstanton 9, Potter Heigham (Heigham Sounds) 11, Quidenham 3, Ranworth
4, Shadwell 3, Snettisham 6, Sparham 16, Sturston 7, Surlingham 2 and Wheatfen 2.

Purple Heron: Cley

May

29th (CBC), Ranworth

sub-adult June 24th-Aug 31st

(JBK

May

31st

(DNA GT)

and Welney

et af).

Spoonbill: Ones and twos (together with up to 4 at Titchwell May 27th to June 1st) at
Blakeney, Breydon, Cley, Hickling, Holme, Horsey, Hunstanton, Lynn Point,

Salthouse and Weybourne. Extreme dates April 7th and Oct 5th.
An immature at Cley Aug 21st (ringed in Holland June 12th) remained
Additional 1986: Sennowe Park GP July 21st.

till

Oct 4th.

Bewick’s Swan: Total Ouse Washes (Cambs/Norfolk) counts of 6,100 Jan 19th,
5,695 Feb 16th, 1,476 Nov 16th and 3,200 Dec 14th when 8'/2% young. Two injured
120

birds

summered

Welney.
Hickling-Horsey-Breydon-Halvergate-Haddiscoe areas peaks of 260 Jan and
300 Feb but due to mild conditions end of year total did not
exceed 100 birds.
Spring easterly exodus most noticeable March 1 1th (100 Cley),
14th (1 10 Lyng, 200
Colney and 150 + 100 Norwich) and 18th (70 Yarmouth). Autumn arrival from
Sept
at

In

23rd (Welney).

Whooper Swan: Ouse Washes: At Welney 350 Jan 6th, 317 Feb 16th (when 470 on
complete Washes), 340 March 4th, 72 April 2nd, 34 April 9th and 6 April 16th; 6 early returns Sept 27th followed by 38 Oct 12th, 230 Nov 15th, 433 Dec 9th and 466 Dec
14th (when 504 on complete Washes). Same 2 injured birds again summered. 18*70
young in Dec. Several Caerlaverock-ringed birds seen in Dec as well as several
Icelandic-ringed birds. Also a Danish-ringed bird ih Dec.
Broads: In Hickling-Horsey area up to 32 Jan, 91 Feb, 45 March, 42 Nov and 49
Dec.

Bean Goose: Yare Valley: 1986/7 winter: 284 Jan 28th and peak of 310 Feb 24th.
Most departed last days Feb but 17 present first week March with 2 till April 6th.
Yare Valley: 1987/8 winter: Late autumn return began Nov 10th (4) followed by
30 on 23rd with an influx in first week of Dec: 255 on 6th and 342 on 8th. By latter
date total included 22 carrying neck-collars. These formed part of a catch of 36 made
July 20th 1987 in southern Lapland, Sweden, where a moulting flock of 300 nonbreeders recently discovered. This is first proof of origin of at least part of the
wintering flock.
It was remarkable for such a high proportion of one catch to be found in a single
wintering area. So far none of the 22 Yare valley birds has been reported elsewhere
despite enquiries in Flolland, West Germany and Denmark. Only other substantial

flock o^fabalis in Britain (in Central

Region of Scotland) contained no neck-banded
122 individuals Dec 5th.
Further increases totalled 404 fabalis Dec 14th with a peak of 420 (including 16
juveniles) Feb 3rd. Departure of the main flock (earlier than usual) Feb 16th to 18th
with last 29 (none neck-banded) March 1st which flew off high to NE as if migrating.
birds

among

Since reaching a low of only 25 (1964) numbers in the Yare valley have increased
from temporary fluctuations) to present record numbers which occurred during an exceptionally mild winter. Arrival pattern differed from other recent
winters. Usually the ‘normal’ population arrives by mid-Dec followed by a cold
steadily (apart

weather influx. This winter virtually all arrived well before Christmas. Early arrival
of the entire population was probably due to a short spell of cold weather in the
Baltic at the end of Nov. Many more Bean Geese than usual over-wintered in
Southern Sweden. In the Low Countries fabalis numbers were much smaller than
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usual, totalling only 3,000 birds.
Parties of

up

(East Norfolk

to 6 Russian

Bean

(rossicus) noted in

Yare Valley Dec 14th-Feb 11th

summary by MO).

Elsewhere: Halvergate: up to 30 on 5 dates in Dec. Brograve: 19 rossicus with a
single Barncale Goose Dec 25th onwards. Holkham: 2-3 Jan 22nd to March 12th.

Welney: 21 rossicus Dec 20th/21st and 23 on 22nd

till

27th.

Pink-footed Goose: Co-ordinated dawn counts along The Wash and on the north
Norfolk coast, combined with feeding ground estimates, indicated the following
figures for the wintering population in
Norfolk:
1986/7 winter: Peak of 19,800 Dec 28th; Scolt roost abandoned following heavy
snowfalls in early Jan. Last recorded April 22nd.
1987/8 winter: Early arrival (20) Sept 18th with additions (28) Sept 22nd and 110
Sept 28th increasing to 17,000 Dec 20th and to peak of 18,800 Jan 9th declining to
8,800 Feb 6th.

NW

White-fronted Goose: Holkham/Wells monthly maxima: 140 Jan, 172 Feb and 232
till March 17th; 10 very early birds Oct 8th-21st, 40 Nov and 195 Dec.
Yare Valley: 43 Jan, 40 Feb and again from Dec 5th with end of year peak of
250-265.

Welney: 7 Dec 2nd and peak of 130 (24 young) Dec 21st-23rd with 80

at year -end.

NW

Barnacle Goose: 1-3 appeared among
Norfolk Pink-Feet and another with
Welney White-fronts. Small influx during Dec including 20 Breydon/Berney 7th20th, 12 higher up Yare Valley (8 of which visited Hardley Flood) and 5 at Cley.
As in previous years 5-6 lingered at Cley May 2nd- 19th repeatedly heading out to
sea (this pattern is discussed in 1983 Report p. 380).

A

co-ordinated count on North coast between Holme and Salthouse
saltings due to snow) Jan 25th produced total of 9,800. As in
previous year breeding season on Russian tundra virtually a complete failure. Main
exodus during third week of March with autumn return from Sept 22nd. Further
Brent Goose:

(but excluding

Warham

count on North coast in Jan 1988 produced total of 9,450.
Wash: Peak of 3,500 at Ouse Mouth Jan 31st, 1,200 Wootton Marsh Feb 8th, 500
Snettisham till mid-May and 1,(XX) at Ouse Mouth Nov 14th.
Unusual inland arrival at Pentney GP of 13-14 Jan 27th-Feb 4th.
Pale-bellied hrota in groups of up to 15 appeared at usual haunts.
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2 remained

m

Weybourne, Salthouse, Cley areas until Feb
in same localities Dec 5th
onwards. Also Lynn Point Dec 17th onwards (NB
et al).
Additional 1986 nigricans at Overy Staithe Jan
19th (AB DF).
Red-breasted Goose: An adult in Cley, Salthouse.
Blakeney and Langham area Dec
7th onwards (ZO et al). Fourth county
record.
^

28th

(ETM

et al) with

one

at Stiffkey

Jan 11th. Another

Egyptian Goose: Holkham main locality where
peak of 120 mid-July. In addition 26
Babmgley, 27 Flitcham, 27 Pentney, 40-50 South Acre
and 34 Sparham.
Shelduck: Wash counts at Snettisham included
3,100 Jan, 3,000 Feb, 2,400 March

and 1,150 May. Ouse Mouth to Wolferton 5,000 Jan
31st. At Breydon peak of 1,307
Jan 12th
second highest count. Hard-weather movement of 1,218 west
at Paston
Jan 10th. At Wells/Warham influx of 1,420 Jan
26th.
Inland breedirig at Cantley BF (260+ juveniles),
Cockley Cley, Harpley Dams,
Helhoughton, King’s Lynn BF, Pentney GP, Rockland Broad,
Thompson Water!
Tottenhill

GP

and West Acre.
Mandarin: Ones and twos at Felbrigg, Gunton Park, Millington
Park, Holkham
Park, Holt Hall, Norwich, Pentney GP, Thelverton,
Thetford, Wells and Welney.
Wigeon: Highest estimates: Welney 12,100 Jan, 12,920 Feb, 5,780
March (when total
Washes count 42,175), 4,200 Oct and 4,340 Nov. Buckenham
8,000 Jan.
Breydon/Berney 2,200 Dec. Paston 1,100 west Jan 10th at onset of cold
spell.

American Wigeon: Single drakes
22nd (RC SJMG).

at

Welney March

13th

(JBK DR) and

at

Clev June

Gadwall: Highest counts: Narford 200 July, Stanford Water 213 Aug
and Gunton
Park 389 Sept and 371 Oct.
Norfolk remains British nesting stronghold with county total of 150-200
pairs.

Green-winged Teal: Additional 1986: Drake at Welney Dec lOth (NB). The
Cley
June 1986 individual also observed June 27th.
1985: The bird at Wells Nov 24th should be deleted. It was
Wells wildfowlers in Sept together with 2 Red-crested Pochard.

in fact released

by

Pintail: Largest totals:

Breydon 264 Jan, Cley 300 Dec, Blakeney 600 Nov, Snettisham 330 March, Welney 895 Oct and 300 Dec and Narford 174 Oct.
Garganey: Spring arrival from April 5th (Cley and Strumpshaw) followed by 1-5 at
Berney, Breydon, Hickling, Holme, Horsey Mere, Little Ouse Washes, Rockland
Broad, Salthouse, Snettisham, Stiffkey, Surlingham, Titchwell, Tottenhill GP,

Welney and West Acre. Latest Cley Oct
Blue-winged Teal: Cley:

(TEB

CRK

A

drake

7th

in eclipse

where

5 juveniles July 28th.

Sept 16th to 19th and Oct 10th to 13th

et al).

Shoveler: Largest assemblies: Hickling 134 Sept, Ranworth 122 Nov, Narford 124
Oct and Welney 254 Jan and 200 Dec.

Red-crested Pochard: Cley 2 Feb 14th; Snettisham Oct 22nd and Dec 12th; Welney
Jan 3rd to Feb 6th; Narford 2 drakes Jan 10th and on following dates: Feb 8th, June
6th, July 12th,

Aug

7th,

Aug

27th and

Nov

7th. Local status confused

by escapes

from collections.
Pochard: Highest counts: Welney 520 Jan, 976 Feb, 535 March, 246 Oct, 536 Nov
and 820 Dec. Elsewhere: Hickling 332 Feb, Tottenhill GP 227 Oct and Pentney GP
220 Dec.
Ring-necked Duck: Hardley Flood: a drake

May 2nd

to 29th

(JCE

et al).

Tufted Duck: Winter counts included Denver Sluice 300 Jan and Tottenhill
123

GP

299

Scaup: The Wash attracted largest numbers: Hunstanton 200 March and Heacham
220 Jan and 200 Feb. Singles inland at Claxton, Downham Market Relief Channel,
Hillington

Lake and Strumpshaw.

Eider: Concentrations included: Heacham 60 Jan 31st; Paston 107 west Nov 24th
and Weybourne 53 Nov 25th.
Inland: Downham Market Relief Channel Jan 23rd to 26th.

Hunstanton/Holme where following monthly
150 Jan, 30 Feb, 76 March, 60 April and 30 Dec. Two East Coast records:
Gorleston Yacht Pond Nov 14th/15th and Yarmouth Nov 26th. No inland observaLong-tailed Duck: Most regular off

totals:

tions.

Common

Scoter: Most impressive inshore counts: Holkham Bay 250 Jan and
Hunstanton/Holme 500 Feb, 450 March and 310 Dec. Inland: Swanton Morley GP
March 4th, Rockland Broad Sept 3rd and Welney Oct I9th.

Recorded monthly except June/July. Largest groups off
Heacham/Hunstanton where 68 Jan, 140 Feb and 60 March. Inland: Breydon Jan
20th to Feb 1 1th and Ranworth Broad 2 Jan 24th and one 25th.
Velvet

Scoter:

Goldeneye: Jan peak counts: Breydon 45, Hickling 35, Blakeney 74, Holkham Bay
35, Hunstanton/Holme 130, Snettisham 69, King’s Lynn 36 and Ouse Relief Channel 74.

Smew: Recorded to
Jan with a number

April 16th (Ranworth).

Main

arrival during severe

weather

in

staying until mid-March. During this period most impressive

Downham Market

(12 Feb 4th) and Hickling
Feb 27th and 14 (3 drakes) March 14th).
Smaller parties (1-8) at Barton Broad, Beetley GP, Berney, Breydon, Brundall,
Buckenham, Burgh Castle, Cley, Cockshoot Broad, Colney GP, Holme, Horsey,
How Hill, Lower Bure, Lyng, Magdalen, Martham, Pentney GP, Postwick, Ranworth, Reedham, Rockland, Sparham, Snettisham, Stowbridge, Surlingham, Tottenhill GP, UEA Broad Earlham, Welney and Worthing.
End of year 1-2 at How Hill, Lyng Bridges, Ranworth, Tottenhill GP and Welney.

Denver Sluice
drakes) Feb 23rd,

groups
(10 (3

at

(9

Jan 17th),

13 (4 drakes)

Red-breasted Merganser: As

in previous winters severe weather in Jan resulted in an
Between Jan 16th and March 22nd up to 6 recorded at Denver
Sluice, Downham Market, Magdalen, Saddlebow, Stowbridge and Ten-mile Bank
(with a maximum of 16 between Denver and King’s Lynn Jan 23rd). Elsewhere inland: Colney GP Jan 11th and Hickling 5 Jan 31st.

influx to the Fens.
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Largest coastal numbers: Blakeney 40 Jan; Snettisham 73 March and
Hunstanton/
injured bird summered in Breydon/Berney area; earlier it was

Holme 50+ Nov. An
at

May

Surlingham

llth-24th.

Goosander: Greatest numbers (as in previous cold spells) assembled in the Fens. Between Denver Sluice and King’s Lynn 54 (23 drakes) Jan 17th and 69 (31 drakes)
following day. Between Denver and St. Germans peak of 100+ Jan 31st including 42
on a short stretch between St. Germans and Wiggenhall St. Peter.
Also recorded at Antingham, Breydon, Cantley, Carrow Bridge Norwich Feb 23rd

March

to

6th,

Gunton Park, Hickling

Paston, Postwick

12,

Sparham, Stowbridge 22, Strumpshaw, Surlingham and Welney.
at Breydon Feb 7th to July 14th.

Ruddy Duck:

GP

Singles at

9,

A

Ranworth

18,

drake remained

Lang Mere, Lyng, Narford, Ranworth, Sparham,

Tottenhill

and Welney.

Honey Bu/zard: At

least

one pair summered

in

the county. Frequent display flights

observed, but no proof of successful breeding.

Black Kite: Hickling April 11th (CRJ
bird over Blofield April 12th

and Repps

May

9th

(GSB

DP DS

et al)

and almost certainly the same

JC). Singles near Castle Acre

May

3rd

(NAD),

(JRW).

Red Kite: Following observations considered to relate to the same bird: Beeston and
Felbrigg Jan 4th, Snettisham Jan 10th, Cromer Jan 27th, Brancaster Feb 21st;
Holme, Titchwell, Warham, Stiffkey, Blakeney and Cley all Feb 24th; Cley Feb
25th/27th,

Warham Feb 22nd and

In addition singles at

Dec

27th and Felbrigg March 8th.
Horsey Feb 28th, Hickling March 13th/ 14th and Brundall

14th.

Marsh Harrier: County summer total of 29 males and 31 females. 58 young reached
At principal Broads winter roost (shared with Hen Harriers and
Merlins) 3 in Jan, 2 Feb and 3 Oct onwards.

the flying stage.

Hen

May

Harrier: Recorded up to

13th (Cley)

and 14th (Weybourne) and from Sept

20th (Cley).

Information available for
roost-sites gave a county total in Feb of 46+ birds.
At most important Broads roost up to 7 present Jan/Feb, 6 March, 4 Nov and 8 Dec.
1

1

Montagu’s Harrier: Recorded April 26th to Sept 14th. Three females (and 2 males)
bred at three sites fledging a total of 9 young. In addition total of 17 mainly coastal
migrants.
'

Goshawk: One pair attempted breeding, but nest robbed. Singles elsewhere at East
Wretham Feb 15th, Brundall June 17th, Hickling Nov 2nd and Northrepps Nov 4th.
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Sparrowhawk: Recorded

at

164 localities.

Buzzard: Ones and twos at Caister, Cley, Corpusty, Cromer, E. Ruston, East
Winch, Felbrigg, Feltwell, Flitcham, Glandford, Hickling, Kelling Heath, Found,
Muckleboro’ Hill, Norwich, Paston, Ridlington, Salthouse, Sea Palling, Thorpe St.
Andrew, Waxham, Wereham, Weybourne, Winterton and Waxham. Also 3 in
Horsey-Winterton area May 2nd. Recorded each month of year with majority during
April.

Rough-legged Buzzard: Compared with 1986 abundance only 3 records: South
Pickenham Feb 22nd, Haddiscoe Island March 12th and Upper Sheringham April
14th.

Osprey: Extreme dates April 17th (Weybourne) and Sept 23rd (Norwich). Singles
recorded at Cley, Cockshoot/Ranworth, Coltishall, Hickling, Holme, Horsey,
Horstead, Found, Martham, Muckleboro’ Hill, Paston, Surlingham, Thompson
Water, Titchwell, Tottenhill, Tottington, Weybourne, Wiveton and Yarmouth.
Kestrel: Snettisham: Early

autumn peak of

Red-footed Falcon: Choseley female
27th-30th

May

21

26th

Aug 31st.
(JW PHW); Horsey

adult male

May

(PRA TEB GED SF NM).

Merlin: Recorded at well over 30 localities up to May 15th (Weybourne) and from
Oct 16th (Welney). Roosting details from 3 sites: Broads (8 Jan, 7 Feb, 10 March, 3
Oct, 4 Nov and 6 Dec); West (3 Jan, 4 Feb, 1 Nov and 4 Dec) and Fens (4 Jan to
March, 1 Oct and 2 Nov-Dec).

Hobby: Single pairs bred at 2 sites raising 2 and 3 young respectively. Recorded at
over 50 localities between April 27th and Sept 21st (Fowl Mere).
Peregrine: Snettisham/Wolferton: 6 sightings during March. Another wintered from

Dec 18th onwards between Blakeney Point and Wells. Dersingham Fen: Male
roosting Dec 28th-31st.
Additional observations (to April 23rd and from Sept 7th) at Brancaster, Burgh
Castle, Burnham Deepdale, Cley, Flitcham, Heacham, Holkham, Holme and
Titchwell.

Wretham, Flitcham,
Frog Hill (Stanford Battle Area), Holme, Horsey, Marham, Ringstead (3),
Shingham, West Acre and Weybourne.
Quail: Calling at Ashill, Cawston, Choseley, Didlington, East

Golden Pheasant: Reported from Cockley Cley, Drymere (11), East Wretham (18),
Harling, Hockham Fen, Narford, Sandringham, Santon Downham, Stonebridge,
Thetford GC, Thompson, Warren Fodge (10), Wayland Wood and Wolferton.
Water-Rail: Three breeding localities: Strumpshaw, Surlingham Church Marsh and
Hillington Park. A migrant at Blakeney Point Oct 23rd.
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Spotted Crake: Welney: Calling

May

27th.

Holme immature

Titchwell Sept 12th.

Sept 3rd to 11th and

Corncrake: Welney: Calling May 13th to 15th (JBK).
Crane: Six present in Broadland at beginning of year
and until Jan 12th when all
departed following heavy snowfall. Three returned
by March 7th with remaining 3
appearing on 11th after being reported over Stodmarsh in
Kent the previous day. At
least 4 summered and 6 again present during
Dec.

Almost certainly members of the long-staying Broads group provided
the majority
not all of the following occurrences: Cley March 26th;
Blakeney Eye, Cley and
Hempstead 2 April 25th-27th; Strumpshaw 2 May 2nd; Holme May 16th;
Wells and
Cley May 17th; How Hill 2 June 13th; Strumpshaw June
22nd and Dersingham/
Snettisham/North Wootton Sept 26th to Oct 22nd.
if

Great Bustard:

New Buckenham:

since 1979. See

page 97.

2 Feb 7th to 10th

Oystercatcher: Peak counts on the
Oct.

Wash

at

(AJP

et al). First

county record

Snettisham were 12,500 Jan and 10,642

Coastal breeding season records included 170 pairs Blakeney Point and
99 nests
Continues to spread inland and following summary of breeding localities
covers period 1978-1987: Anmer, Babingley, Billingford near
Diss, Binham, Bircham, Blakeney, Bradwell, Brancaster, Breydon, Burgh Castle, Crostwick,
Scolt.

Downham

Market, Dunton, Feltwell, Flitcham, Fring, Fritton, Gillingham, Gt!
Yarmouth (Western Bypass), Hardley, Harpley, Hickling, Hillington,
Hockwold, Horsey fresh-marshes, Houghton, Kelling, Kettlestone, Langley, Letheringsett, Lt. Ryburgh, Ludham, Narborough, Narford, North
Creake, North
Elmham, Norton Subcourse, Pensthorpe, Pentney, Potter Heigham, Raynham
Park, Reedham, Roydon, Saxlingham, Saxthorpe, Sculthorpe, Sennow, Stanhoe,
Stiffkey, Stow Bardolph, Swanton Morley, Swanton Novers, Syderstone,
Tattersett,
Terrington, Fring, Walpole St. Peter, Warham All Saints, Wells, Welney, West
Acre, West Caister, West Lynn, West Somerton, Wickhampton, Wighton and
Worthing.
Snoring, Gt.

Black-winged Stilt: Pair arrived Holme May 17th and settled down to breed with
egg laid only 4 days later on May 21st. Three young hatched, 2 surviving to fly-

first
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ing stage. Adults remained to

Titchwell

Aug 2nd

Aug

18th,

young

seen

last

Aug

31st.

Frequent

visits to

to 31st. Juveniles appeared at Belvide Res Staffs Sept 1st to 7th.

Subsequent reports of single juvenile from Humberside Sept 13th and Tyne and
Wear Sept 15th. See page 89.
1983 additional: Wisbech SF female April 29th (JAWM). Doubtless one of the
party of 4 visiting the Nene Washes early in April; a pair returned early in May to
nest but the clutch of 4 eggs was taken.
Avocet: As usual Cley hosted the majority of breeding birds with 65 pairs rearing 120
to flying stage. Also a further 3 pairs reared 8 young nearby. Continues to increase at Titchwell where 27 pairs reared 50+ young. Up to 6 pairs at Holme in spring, but none bred.
Some post -breeding movements are occurring, presumably in search of adequate
food supplies and several flocks were noted. A peak of 102 at Titchwell July 26th at
these birds feeding
high tide roost, 24 Holme Sept 27th, 55 Lynn Point Aug 23rd
on the tidal zone, 11 Hickling Aug 10th and 8 Breydon Aug 22nd.
Also appeared during year at Fleggburgh Common in May, Old Hunstanton
where 4 displaying on beach April 26th, Snettisham throughout summer (with one
remaining till year -end with Oystercatchers) and Welney (March and April).

young

—

Stone Curlew: First Weeting Heath March 28th. Total of 39 pairs
Largest Breckland concentration 25 Aug 20th.

in

Norfolk Breck.

Little Ringed Plover: A few early arrivals at end of March: Pentney GP 27th;
Salthouse 28th; Welney, Lyng Easthaugh and Colney GP 29th. Latest date: Sept

19th at

Holme.

Rather low total of 21 pairs on territory and only a few of these actually reported
young.
Widespread on autumn passage in small numbers peaking late July when 10 Cley
19th, 7 Holme 19th and 9 Wissington BF 23rd.

as rearing

Ringed Plover: Counts of 80-90 breeding pairs Blakeney Point and 162 nests Scolt.
Also 11 inland pairs at Hillington, King’s Lynn BF (2), Welney (2), Wretham,
Thompson, Lang Mere, Bodney, Tottenhill and Cockley Cley.
Concentrations of migrants included a peak of 351 tundrae Breydon May 16th, 60
tundrae Cley Aug 16th, 500 Ouse Mouth Aug 8th and 1,000 Snettisham July 12th.
Kentish Plover: Remaining scarce, the only records concern a female Hickling
16th/17th and a male Cley/Salthouse May 23rd.
Dotterel:

A

wintering individual at Cley

first

seen

Nov

May

9th 1986 remained until Jan

9th.

Spring passage commenced early with 2 at Weybourne April 28th/29th. This was
followed by others at Winterton/Hemsby: 7 May 6th and one May 7th; Happisburgh/
Eccles: 6 May 2nd, one May 4th, 5 more May 16th and singles May 17th and 27th;
Thornham: 4 May 22nd/23rd. Largest numbers on black fenland at Ten Mile Bank
continuously May 1st to 26th, initially 16 but peaking at 18 May 7th followed by

counts of

1 1

May

1

1th, 13

Acknowledgement
numerous bird-watchers.
26th.

May
is

16th, 9

May

15th, 6

due to the farmers

in

May

20th, 9 May 24th and 2 May
allowing access to this site for

Autumn produced singles at Yarmouth beach Aug 26th-28th, Waxham juvenile
Aug 30th, Weybourne Aug 26th and Cley Beach juvenile Aug 30th/31st and Sept 6th.
Golden Plover: Largest flocks reported were an early gathering of 300 Lynn Point
Aug 8th increasing to 1,500 Aug 23rd, 700 Wereham Nov 5th, 450 Wretton Dec
24th, 600 Shipdham Oct 11th, 350 Hockering Nov 10th and 600 Cley Feb 22nd.
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Grey Plover: Major concentrations included 1,200
Ouse Mouth Aug 15th while Snettisham had 1,300 Jan 4th, 475 May 17th and
950 Sept 13th. Other notable counts
were 800 Blakeney harbour (Aug) and 110 Brancaster
harbour Feb 27th.
Knot: Counts on the Wash at Snettisham: 11,000
Jan 27th, 15,000-20,000 Feb 1st
an^d 21,000 Aug 15th. Also 20,000 Holme
Sept 24th and 8,000 Titchwell Sept 7th.
Thousands of Knot and other waders may be observed on rising spring
tides flying
north-east past Hunstanton then east beyond Holme
to high-water roosts at Titchwell and Scolt.
Several inland records from

Welney including 65 north Jan 23rd.
Sanderling: Largest roost counts from the Wash at
Snettisham: 625 Jan 4th, 457
May 17th and 725 Aug 15th. Other significant counts included 285 Paston Jan, 130
Burnham Overy May 6th, 175 Holme Sept and 100 Hunstanton Oct 29th.
Inland sightings: 3 on the ice Rockland Broad Jan 24th;
singles at Welney May
9th, May 21st, May 30th and Oct 16th and Pentney
GP July 23rd.
Little Stint: The year opened with an unseasonal
bird at Titchwell Jan 3rd and 8th
followed by the equally unusual sighting of a single at Hickling
March 31st.
Spring migrants at Hickling May 4th-17th maximum
3, followed by singles on 4
dates in June. Cley produced singles April 25th to 30th, May 2nd,
9th and 10th with
3 on 25th, 5 on 26th and 3 on 31st. Singles at Titchwell May
13th, 20th and June 13th
and another single Holme June 10th and Pentney GP May 25th-27th.
Rather low numbers on autumn passage. At Hickling 2 Aug 8th, one 13th, 4

Aug

22nd and 10 Aug 24th with a final bird Sept 23rd. Cley had up to 6 between July
22nd and Sept 26th with 5 Oct 15th, 8 Oct 11th and a late bird Oct 31st. Peak
at
Titchwell: 15 Aug 30th; small numbers at Holme July 29th-Sept 29th and
4 Lynn
Point

Aug

23rd.

Temminck’s Stint: As usual most records from Hickling and Cley, the former recording spring passage between May 2nd and 31st with a peak of 6 birds on 17th. At
Cley similar passage with a peak of 8 on 17th. Also recorded at Holme May 1 7th
to
23rd with 2 on the first and last dates when one in display flight and singing. A further scattering of spring records

from Breydon June 3rd, Colney

GP May 24th/25th,

Lynn BF May 2nd-10th, Hardley Flood May 25th, Blakeney Point 2 May
23rd on mud in harbour, Titchwell May 19th and June 7th and Welney May
King’s

9th/10th where another

A

May

18th-22nd.

autumn movement with birds at Hickling July 31st-Aug 3rd, Cley July
14th-16th, July 23rd, 2 July 24th/25th, 2 Aug 28th, 4 Aug 29th-Sept 3rd, 3 Sept
4th/6th. Also at Holme Aug 2nd, King’s Lynn BF Aug 26th-29th and Dickleburgh
lighter

Moor

Sept 2nd.

Pectoral Sandpiper:

A

typical collection of records: Hickling July

2nd (MJS SFS)
and Aug 2nd/3rd (PJH SL), Cley Sept 1 1th/ 12th (RP CK), Wissington BF July 26thAug 1st (MR CD) and a bird at the site of the old Wisbech BF Aug 1st (JAWM).
1983: A previously unsubmitted record of a bird at Cley Aug 29th (OJB).
Curlew Sandpiper: Several migrants in May including up to 7 Breydon 9th-31st, 2
Hickling 17th and 26th, 2 Hardley Flood 9th plus another 27th, Cley 3rd-24th with
maximum of 3 on 11th, 17th and 23rd, Scolt 25th, Titchwell lOth/llth with 2 on
24th and Holme 23rd; also 2 Breydon on the odd date of June 25th.
Red adults had returned by July 19th (Cley) and 20th (Breydon) with first juveniles
following by Aug 22nd at Breydon where peak of 34 Sept 18th. At Hickling 1-5 July
26th-Sept 9th. Cley had peaks of 17 July 21st/24th and 23 Aug 8th/9th with latish
birds Oct 3rd and Nov 1st. Titchwell had peaks of 10 July 28th and 18 Aug 14th
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Lynn Point there were 8 Aug 9th increasing to 35 Aug 23rd. Small numbers
Lynn BF July 31st-Sept 1st while a very late bird Welney Nov 16th.
Purple Sandpiper: Heacham-Hunstanton is main stronghold and monthly peaks
here were Jan 41, Feb 63, March 44, April 40, Nov 22 and Dec 28. Substantial
numbers also at Walcott where monthly totals were Jan 20, Feb 25, March 22, April
25, Nov 21 and Dec 21.
Counts of 16 Gorleston-Hopton Jan 26th and 14 Yarmouth Feb 14th were also of
note while others reported at Winterton, Happisburgh, West Runton, Salthouse,

while at
at

King’s

Scolt

and Titchwell.

May

Heacham 12th, Cley 20th/21st and Walcott 21st. Early returnAug 2nd onwards, Winterton Aug 6th and Titchwell Aug 7th. A

individuals at

ing birds at Cley

very unusual inland occurrence at Salhouse Broad during severe weather Jan 14th.

Dunlin: Peak counts on the

Oct 14,635.
Broad-billed

A

Wash

at

Snettisham: Jan 5,500, Feb 6,100,

movement of 4,440 off Paston Nov 21st.
Sandpiper: Breydon May 4th (PRA) and Hickling May

May

850 and

westerly

10th

(DJH SL)

with a further bird at Breydon June 21st (PRA).

No

Ruff:

evidence of successful nesting. Winter flocks at Berney 40 Dec 28th,

Arms 27 Dec 26th, Hickling-Potter Heigham 32 Feb 25th and 60 March 21st
and Holkham 19 Jan 2nd-7th.
A pronounced spring movement during April with the larger groups at HicklingStracey

Potter

Heigham 90 April

7th and 116 April 15th; Cley 85 April 15th, 150 April

still 120 April 23rd; Welney 152 April 24th and 244 April 25th but
numbers quickly reducing over the following week. Much lecking activity during the
height of this passage and often 20 birds or more involved at a time.
A typical widespread autumn passage with peaks of 100 Cley July 5th, 80
Holkham Aug 26th on the flooded grassland, up to 50 Welney Sept to Nov and 40
Berney Oct with 23 Nov 5th.

16th/17th and

Jack Snipe: Reported from 21 sites up to April 20th (Holme) and from Oct 11th (2
Blakeney Point). Largest groups at Buckenham (5 Jan 2nd), Strumpshaw (5 Nov
10th)

and Breydon

(4

Nov

1st).

Norwich 2, Strumpshaw 17, Dilham, Hickling, How Hill
5, Belaugh 5, Catfield 2, Lopham Fen 4, Royden Fen, Flitcham, West Acre 3, East
Walton 2, Cockley Cley, Foulden, Boughton 4 and Welney 91.
Several sizeable autumn/winter concentrations doubtless assisted by the mild wet
winter: Hardley Flood 100 Sept 13th; Cantley 160 Sept 21st and in Dec Buckenham/
Cantley 1,000, Berney 8(X), Halvergate 560 and Welney 400.
Snipe:

Drumming

birds at

Great Snipe: Blakeney Point, one probably juvenile Aug 25th to 27th (JBK BB et al).
The first county record since 1976 when 4 arrived. At one time considered a regular
autumn arrival. In 1899 for example 8 shot in Norfolk between Sept 14th and 27th
(per B. B. Riviere).

Woodcock: The few

reports received only hint at the widespread breeding distribu-

26 roding birds were at 14 sites: Beachamwell, Boughton 3, Drymere
Foulden Common, Hickling, Hillington, Hockham, Holme Hale, Ranworth

tion.

4, Shingham, Surlingham/Rockland and Wayland Wood.
Only concentrations were of 8 at How Hill (March) and 7 at Pentney

7,

4,

Roydon

(April).

and a cool wet breeding season disrupted nesting
Welney. Five pairs attempted breeding but only one chick reached

Black-tailed Godwit: Spring floods

attempts again

at

the flying stage.

Small numbers present

in the

winter with Jan records coming from Breydon 9th,
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Snettisham (up to 6), Ouse Mouth 70 on
31st and Welney 40 on 29th. In Dec 2-3
Berney, Breydon and Welney though
38
lingered at Titchwell

(Icelandic birds) of 242 March
smaller counts from Hickling 9 May 16th, Cley 22
a”
o u
April 8th, Titchwell 13 (May) and
Snettisham 25 March 4th.
Post-breeding counts included 18 Hickling July
19th, 32 Cley Aug 16th, 160 Brancaster July 26th at high tide roost,
Titchwell 70 in July and 183 in Aug. Passage
con•(

«

Breydon

??

Jo u/"^/
Welney 6th.

A

late

nock of up

to 105

16th, 39 Titchwell, 56

Holme

20th and

remained

at Titchwell during Nov.
Godwit: Peak count on the Wash at Snettisham:
11,800 Jan 4th prior to
big freeze. At Scolt 400 Jan 25th, 500
Feb 15th and March 15th.
Hardley Flood May 7th, Pentney GP April 25th
and Welney^
March 4th, 2 April 17th and May 7th-10th.
Out-of-season red-plumaged birds at Blakeney Jan 3rd,
Titchwell Jan 31st, Wells
heb 8th and Heacham Jan-March (2 on Jan 8th).
Whimbrel: Extreme dates April 16th (Welney) and Nov
5th (Hunstanton) followed
by an exceptional report of 2 Snettisham Dec 2nd.
Fairly light spring passage

Bar-tailed

in-

cluding 29 north-east at Heacham April 27th
and 2 inland records: 18 April 30th and
13 May 12th at Stow Bridge.
Sizeable autumn flocks included Cley 89 July
26th, Winterton 65 Aug 2nd and

Holme 97 Aug 2nd.
Curlew: On Wash at Snettisham up

to 1,800 Aug 15th. Three pairs displaying in
north-west Norfolk, but no figures available for Brecks.
Spotted Redshank: Winter records from Morston Jan
4th and Berney/Breydon (2-3)
Dec. Widely spread during spring when 7 Burgh Castle
April 28th, 2 Hardley Flood
May 9th, 8 Hickling April 26th/28th and 8 May 10th, 30 Cley April 18th
with 8-10
May lst-7th, 3 King’s Lynn BF April 21st and 1 1 Welney April 29th and

up
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to 3

May

A few June birds (1-4) at

Breydon, Hickling, Pentney GP and Welney. First juvenile
of the year at Breydon Aug 8th followed by 13 arrivals Aug 9th with others at Hickling
where 7 July 8th, Elsing 10 Sept 5th on flooded meadows, Cley 30 July 31st and 12 Aug
16th, Holme 12 Sept 14th, Snettisham 14 Sept 30th, Lynn Point 8 Aug 9th, Pentney
GP 8 Sept 13th and Welney 5 Sept. Small numbers also at Dickleburgh Moor, UEA
Broad Earlham, Titchwell, King’s Lynn BF and Tottenhill GP.
at Snettisham were 1,690 Aug 15th and 2,500 Sept
West Acre, Castle Acre, King’s Lynn BF, Tottenhill

Redshank: Peak Wash counts
13th. Inland breeding pairs at

GP, Stow Bridge and Welney (48 pairs).
Marsh Sandpiper: The ninth county record,
2nd

(DA

Aug

8th-15th.

et al).

This bird appeared

at

a moulting adult at Cley July

Titchwell

Aug

22nd-Aug

3rd and near Boston, Lines,

migrant at King’s Lynn BF April 13th heralding usual light
a count of 16 Snettisham April 25th. Also 8 Breydon May
2nd, 6 Hardley Flood and 5 Welney both May 9th and 5 Hickling May 17th.
More widespread in autumn and last recorded Titchwell Nov 14th. Major counts;
28 Breydon July 17th, 29 Burnham Norton July 25th, 26 Holme Aug 31st, 24 Snettisham Aug and 28 Titchwell Oct 22nd.

Greenshank:
spring

First spring

movement though

Green Sandpiper: Noted
mostly singles. Typietd

at

light

minimum of

Feb and Dec),
spring passage with no more than 2 birds at any one site.
a

18 sites in winter (Jan,

Prominent on return passage when 14 Wissington

BF

July 17th, 25 Cantley July

Lynn BF July 31st and
Aug). August counts included 13 Colney/Bawburgh 12th,
Pentney GP 30th. In Sept 15 Cley on 3rd.
19th, 12 Hickling July 19th, 13 King’s

10 Tottenhill
14

Holme

GP (July-

19th

and 10

Wood

Sandpiper: Well represented on both passages. An early start to spring moveat Welney 25th-27th, Hickling (2) 28th and Cley 29th.
A strong May arrival when birds at Hickling 4th-23rd (maximum 7), Surlingham
3rd/4th and 24th, Strumpshaw 18th, Hardley Flood 8th-18th (maximum 7),
Bawburgh 31st, Colney GP 1st and 31st, Cley 7th-29th (maximum 5), Holkham
llth-25th (maximum 3), Holme 24th, West Acre 25th, Pentney GP 6th/7th and

ment saw April birds

Welney

lst-24th

(maximum

3).

June records of singles at West Acre 2nd, Welney 12th and Hickling 18th/21st (2).
A prominent and widespread return passage commencing in July when recorded at
Berney (2) July 2 1st /24th,' Cantley BF 19th-26th (maximum 8 on 24th), Hickling (4)
19th, Surlingham 24th-27th, Cley 2nd-30th (maximum 10 on 24th/25th), Holkham
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22nd-26th

(maximum

4),

Wissington

25th and

BF

(5) 23rd,

Wretham

Welney 18th-26th (maximum 7 on 21st).
Yarmouth 25th. Cantley BF (2) 21st, Surlingham 15th,
Wh.tlmgham 9 on 28th/29th, Hickling 10th, 27th/29th
(maximum 12), Horsey 4 on
28th, Cley 5 on 1st, one on 8th and 6
21st/23rd, Salthouse 21st, Holkham 7 on 10th,
Holme 16th/17th and 28th, South Creake 14th, Lynn Point
15th and 2 on 30th,
King s Lynn BF lst-31st (maximum
6), Wissington BF 4 on 30th, Pentney GP 15th22nd and Welney 2 on 2nd and 7 on 29th/30th.
Still obvious in Sept when noted
at Hickling (maximum 4), Surlingham 16th
Cant ey 16th, Dickleburgh Moor 5 on 1st and 2 on
7th, Cley 10 lst-6th, Holkham
12th/ 13th (maximum 5) and 22nd, Titchwell 8th,
King’s Lynn BF lst-8th (maximum
and Welney
Stragglers in Oct at

Common

Holme

3rd, Flitcham 3rd/4th,

on 2nd and 9 on 15th.
Cley 14th, Dickleburgh Moor 21st/23rd and Berney 26th.
8)

3

An unspectacular spring passage as usual. Several noteworthy
gatherings on return passage which peaked in late Aug. Largest
groups: 62 Breydon
Aug 29th, 22 Hickling Aug 29th, 20 Strumpshaw Aug 25th, 21 Salthouse Aug
30th,
15 Morston Aug 15th, 15 Titchwell Sept 7th, 35
Lynn Point Aug 24th and still 30
Sept 14th, 22 King’s Lynn BF July 26th and 18 Wissington
BF Aug 14th with 16 still
present Aug 29th.
Latish bird Pentney GP Nov 1st followed by a wintering bird
at Cley
Sandpiper:

Dec

Turnstone: Largest

lst/27th.

Wash counts

at Snettisham: 335 Jan 4th, 431 Aug 15th. Other
assemblies at Scolt where 170 Jan and 150 Feb and Brancaster where
150 Sent and
180-200 Dec.

Wilson’s Phalarope: Cley a

summer plumaged female May

Winter plumaged adults at Breydon Aug 16th
Aug 28th-Sept 3rd (DL JEC).
af).

9th-12th (SJMG DJH et
(PRA KRD) and at Snettisham

Red-necked Phalarope: Slightly more records than in recent years: Breydon July
17th, Cley female June 8th-l 1th and juvenile Aug 27th-Sept 6th, Titchwell juvenile
Aug 27th, Holme male July 2nd and a moulting female Snettisham July 27th-Aug
2nd.

Grey Phalarope:

A

winter record of one beneath the
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new Breydon bridge Jan 20th

Nov 20th.
records following the mid-Oct hurricane which just brushed Norfolk:

whilst a single flew west at Cley

Two

near the former Wisbech

Hockwold Oct

SF Oct

17th

One

and another filmed on floodwater near

18th-20th.

Pomarine Skua: Autumn passage observed between Aug 15th (Cley-Blakeney Point)
and Dec 1st (Holme). Only sizeable movement was of 18 off Cley during strong northerly winds Aug 24th. An inland immature chasing wildfowl and gulls at Surlingham
Church Marsh Oct 3rd.
An autumn total of 86 individuals recorded as follows: Aug 45, Sept 23, Oct 12,
Nov 5 and Dec one. A complete contrast to most years when sightings peak in Oct or
even Nov.
Arctic Skua:
3rd, 17th
3

on

May

sightings

from

Waxham

and 25th, Scolt 20th, Holme 2

21st,

24th, Cley 16th/17th, Blakeney Point

Hunstanton 12th and Wootton Marsh

12th.

Autumn passage commenced July 19th (Holme). Largest movements: 121 east
Paston Aug 24th, 53 Cley Aug 23rd followed by 73 Aug 24th and 40 Sept 13th, 51
Holme Aug 20th and 53 Aug 27th, 56 Hunstanton Aug 24th and 37 Aug 27th.
Late birds at Snettisham Dec 3rd and 17th, California Dec 5th and Heacham sitting

on beach Dec 20th.

Holkham Bay
(NB), Waxham adult Aug

Long-tailed Skua: All records given.

Aug

(JRMcC), Lynn
24th (BWJ), Sheringham adult
adult

5th

Point juvenile Aug 24th
25th (SB BB), Cley/Blakeney Point 2 juveniles Aug 25th (NB MAB), juvenile
27th (CK) and 2 adults Sept 13th (PDK) and Holkham Bay juvenile Sept 26th

Aug
Aug

(AB).

Great Skua: The year opened with an individual scavenging the beaches at
Snettisham-Heacham from Jan 2nd-19th when found dead. Another at Cley Jan
3rd.

An

unusual spring occurrence at Blakeney Point May 3rd. Noted in autumn from
(2) Cley followed by 25 Sept 26th there and 35 Aug 27th. Other
movements: 24 Holkham Sept 26th, 25 Holme Aug 20th and 25 Aug 27th and 73
Hunstanton Sept 26th. Latest record Holme Dec 1st.
July 20th
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Mediterranean Gull: Breydon (1st summer) May 12th-17th
with
5th. Adult Aug 17th and Dec 20th
together with 1st winter

1-3

Nov

May

4th.

31st-July

Yarmouth:

Single adults in Jan and Feb with 3 in March
(displaying on 19th), 2 in April until
5th, adult June 14th-23rd, 3 from July 23rd,
4 in early Aug, 5 on 13th, 6 on 17th23rd; singles most of Sept/Oct but 2 (2nd winter)
Sept 15th/16th, 3 in Nov and one

Dec.
Hickling (1st summer) May 1 1th and adult Aug 2nd;
Eccles 2 (1st winter) Oct 29th;
Paston adult Nov 15th and Overstrand (2nd winter) Sept
20th and Oct 24th; Strumpshaw Tip adult Feb 14th; Hellesdon GC sub-adult March 27th.
Cley/Salthouse/Weybourne 1st winter on several dates in April, May and into
June with 3 birds June 21st, an adult first seen Aug 15th stayed
most of Sept, also
adults Oct 16th/17th, 30th and Nov 21st. Blakeney Point
immature May 25th-June
4th in gullery; Wells (2nd winter) Sept 20th; Scolt 2 May
10th and 2nd winter Sept
1st; Brancaster Oct 20th; Titchwell 1st winter
Nov 28th; Holme 2 Aug 30th;
Hunstanton 1st winter April 22nd; Heacham adult July 2nd, 1st summer April
17th/29th, 2 (adult winter/second winter) Oct 20th and 2nd winter
Dec 16th; Snettisham adult March 16th/17th, 26th and July 17th and 24th; King’s Lynn
1st winter
since Nov 1986 till March 28th and Welney 1st winter Feb 22nd
and March 15th.
in

Little Gull: Several coastal

records Jan-March from Paston, Cley, Titchwell and
Hunstanton where maximum counts were 30 Feb 24th and 18 March 22nd.
Many breeding plumaged adults passed through during warm weather in April.
Counts included 25 Colney GP April 25th, 5 Hickling April 17th, 7 Rockland Broad
April 17th, 16 Bacton April 17th, 10 Titchwell April 26th and a total of
176 passed
through Welney April 17th-26th peaking at 113 April 22nd. Also 11 Hunstanton
especially

May

13th.

A

few immatures summered at Cley (8), Hickling (3) and Holme (2).
Oct/Nov produced expected offshore movements. Among selected counts:
Waxham 45 Oct 24th, Paston 54 Oct 3rd and 169 Nov 1st, Cley/Blakeney Point 50
Oct 24th and 50 Nov 1st; Holkham Bay/Wells 50 Nov 1st, Holme 57 Oct 3rd, 130
Nov 1st and 30 Nov 4th and Hunstanton 26 Oct 12th and 19 Nov 20th.
Inland records are rather infrequent in autumn so the following hurricane records
are of interest: Ran worth 1st winter Oct 17th, Narford Lake 3 Oct 16th and Welney 5

Oct 16th and single Oct 23rd. Observations continued into Dec when a single Yar5th and 20 Thornham Point 19th.
1986: Additional record of 27 Weybourne Dec 10th.

mouth

Sabine’s Gull: The increase in records can be attributed to the mid-Oct hurricane
which struck southern Britain on the night of 15th/16th Oct. An early adult at Cley
July 28th (JB) followed by another adult Holme Aug 29th (PRC). On Oct 16th 2
juveniles were blown north up the Ouse Washes at Welney (JBK). 2 adults frequented flooded fields at Dickleburgh Moor from Oct 21st/22nd (MA MS) one remaining to Oct 23rd. An adult at Cley Oct 22nd (FAW) and another adult Lynn
Point Oct 25th (NARVOS) while a late bird was off Hunstanton Nov 2nd (MW).
Note: Two previously published winter records (22nd Dec 1979 and 1st Jan 1980)
now considered unacceptable after review by County Records Committee.

Black-headed Gull: Albinos reported from Welney (Jan), King’s Lynn (Jan) and
Cley/Salthouse (March/April). Breeding pairs at Blakeney Point (8-900), Warham
Saltings (1,000), Scolt (350), Snettisham (604) and Wissington BF (200).
Slender-billed Gull:
a[).

A

pair at Cley/Blakeney harbour

Observed mating on the

latter date. First
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May

12th-15th

(MG BJC

county record. See page 101.

et

Common

Gull: Scolt: 2 pairs

summered, but no successful breeding.

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Breeding pairs at Blakeney Point (5) and
saltmarsh (3 + ).

Herring Gull: Breeding pairs at Blakeney Point (14) and
yellow-legged bird at Cley April 25th.

Warham

Warham

saltmarsh

(5).

A

A first-winter

Strumpshaw Tip Feb 14th (RSPB), an adult Cley March
and an immature described as first-winter or second winter at
Weybourne, Salthouse, Cley, Blakeney harbour and Holkham Bay Nov 22nd (PC
TLD BM); 2 birds possibly involved.
Iceland Gull:

9th

(TC

JJ)

Glaucous Gull: Fewer than normal, especially during very mild second winter
period. Coastal records from Yarmouth Nov 22nd and Dec 30th; Breydon immature
Feb 13th; Cley/Salthouse/Blakeney Point adult in both winter periods returning
Aug 31st, a 1st winter April 4th-29th and again May 17th; Brancaster third winter
March 9th; Titchwell adult Dec 15th; Hunstanton/Holme adult Jan 13th and 17th,
Feb 1st, 2 adults Feb 2nd and 1st winter Jan 11th; Heacham 2nd winter March 29th;
Snettisham Jan 31st and Oct 19th.
Several inland sightings: Strumpshaw Tip 1st winter Jan 25th-27th and Feb 16th
and Nov 26th onwards; Rockland Broad 2nd year Feb 25th; Colney GP 1st winter
Jan 31st; Frettenham sub-adult April 12th; Attlebridge adult Feb 19th; Hempton Tip
immature Feb 8th; Wereham Tip 1st winter Jan 6th-9th, Feb 19th-22nd, 3rd winter
March 22nd and 1st winter Nov 20th.
A Glaucous x Herring Gull 1st winter hybrid Wereham Tip March 20th-31st.

A

few wintering individuals on Ouse Washes at Welney
through flocks of waterfowl to
disturb them and quickly selecting any individuals which are knocked to the ground
Great Black-backed Gull:

specialise in catching injured or sick ducks, flying

or into water.
Kittiwake: Three inland reports: Rockland Broad
adult

May

16th

north of King’s

and Welney

1st

1st

winter

March

26th, Narford

winter Oct 16th. Flock of 200 resting on River Ouse

Lynn May 3rd during strong

north-east winds.

Caspian Tern: Hickling, intermittently between May 23rd and July 5th (DA SL).
Breydon, presumably the same bird as above June 12th and 27th/28th with 2 July
4th-7th (PRA AD). Cley adult Aug 20th (GMC GJW).

Sandwich Tern: Extreme dates March 22nd and Nov 8th (both Blakeney Point). At
Scolt 2,900 pairs reared 3,200 young to flying stage. At Blakeney Point 450-500 pairs
bred.

UEA

Inland sightings at
Broad Earlham 3 Aug 23rd; Pentney GP 4 Aug 27th-29th
coinciding with northerly gales with 2 until Sept 2nd and one until 4th and single

Welney Oct

16th.
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Roseate Tern: Only recorded
8th

at

Blakeney Point

May

28th-30th (NT) and Scolt

May

(NCC).

Common

Tern:

Extreme dates April 11th (Holme and Scolt) and Oct 26th
county total of 846 breeding pairs, major sites being Breydon 63 with
101 young fledged, Ranworth 35 and 45 young fledged, Hardley Hood
27, Blakeney
Point 300, Scolt 208 but few young reared and Snettisham 84 with 64 young fledged.
Arctic Tern: Extreme dates April 20th (Titchwell) and Oct 27th (Holkham). A
light
passage developed during first week of May when small numbers at several inland
(Hickling).

localities

A

coinciding with strong north/north-west winds. Highest counts: 31 at Holt

on 2nd, 22 Lynn Point on 3rd, 31 Salthouse on 4th, 21 Breydon on 5th and 11
Welney on 6th and 12th.
Autumn numbers mostly small apart from Aug 25th in northerly gale conditions
with heavy rain when 82 Paston, 20 Weybourne and 250 Holkham Bay.
Six pairs bred Blakeney Point and a single unsuccessful pair at Scolt where there
was also a mixed pair Arctic x Common Tern; two chicks hatched but disappeared.
Little Tern: Extreme dates April 18th (Scolt) and Oct 3rd (Holme).
pleasing increase to 536 breeding pairs though success varied from colony to colony. At Yar-

A

mouth 70 pairs reared 96 chicks, but 42 pairs Titchwell reared virtually none. Early
autumn assembly at Lynn Point peaked at 140 July 20th; at Snettisham 95 Aug 17th.

An

GP May 10th.
Pentney GP an adult

inland single Colney

Whiskered Tern:

high at 2045 hours.

The

first

June 30th-July
county record since 1971.

1st

(RP

AC

et al)

departed

Black Tern: Early spring passage commenced April 17th (Cley, Hickling, Rockland,
3 or 4 main waves of migrants into late May. Peak counts on
spring migration included 16 Welney April 24th followed by 43 April 28th, 27 Snettisham between April 25th and 28th, 15 Breydon May 9th and 15 Rockland May

Welney) with probably

10th.

Autumn

passage more coastal orientated peaking in the northerly gale and rain of
Aug. Main Aug movements: 21 Walcott, 16 Paston, 14 Weybourne and 12 Cley
all on 25th; 21 Sheringham, 9 Blakeney Point and 13 Lynn Point all on 26th. Last
Cley Oct 23rd.
late

White-winged Black Tern: Hickling May 10th (AC DJH) followed by another adult
at Methwold Hythe June 13th (REN AJR).
Guillemot: Inland: Welney Dec 10th.

Massingham a road casualty Jan 5th.
Black Guillemot: Cley July 18th, Weybourne Aug 17th, Holme Sept 12th, Salthouse
Sept 29th and Cley Oct 22nd.
Little Auk: Singles on 9 dates Jan 3rd to 20th in inshore waters.
Between Oct 20th and Dec 13th reported almost daily on coast following an influx
into the North Sea caused by severe storms. Onshore winds locally brought the most
impressive totals on Nov 9th (43 Wells and 10 Cley) and Nov 21st (50 Cley and 25
Razorbill: Inland:

'

Paston).

Wrecked

Nov appeared

Boating Lake (subsequently killed by a
Heron), Kirstead (taken to Norwich Castle Museum), Colkirk and Langley Abbey.
Another was spotted flying over the main street in Holt.
I

birds in

at W'ells

May and Aug-Dec. Largest party 4.
Dove: Only concentrations reported: Wroxham Station (90 Sept) and

Puffin: 26 North coast records Jan,

<

Collared

1

King’s

Lynn Docks (120 Feb, 160 March and 280 Nov).
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Turtle Dove: Spring arrival April 9th (Weeting), but

no others

until April

(Brundall) followed by others on 24th at Hickling, Snettisham, Titchwell and
ton.

18th

Woot-

May 9th and Snettisham
of 68 Wroxham Station Sept

Hunstanton 84 south April 30th, Heacham 46 south

470 passed through May 14th. Early autumn assembly
2nd. Last (West Beckham) Oct 3rd.

Ring-necked Parakeet: Singles (apart from 2 at How Hill) at Bradwell, Breydon,
Brundall, East Tuddenham, Lopham Fen, Potter Heigham, Sparham, Welney and
Winterton.

Barn Owl: Recorded
Little

Owl: Recorded

at 145 localities.

at

54

sites.

Long-eared Owl: Breeding recorded at 3 sites. Autumn migrants included Blakeney
Point and Cley arrivals Oct 19th and 20th, Holme Oct 20th, Blakeney Point Oct 27th
and Nov 3rd and Paston Nov 21st.
Winter roosts occupied at 2 Fenland sites (8 in Jan and 3 in March respectively);
King’s Lynn Hospital Jan 13th-Feb 5th, New Buckenham up to 15 Feb 8th-March
21st and Hethersett 6 till third week Jan.
Short -eared Owl: At beginning of year only concentrations 4 along Lower Bure Jan
31st and 7 at Haddiscoe Feb 16th. No breeding confirmation.
During autumn singles in off sea at Salthouse Oct 26th and 27th, Waxham Oct
29th and Nov 3rd when one also arrived Blakeney Point.

Bridgham Heath (4), Cats Bottom, Cawston Heath,
Drymere (6), Ickburgh, Kelling Heath (3), Leziate, Roydon Common (4), Salthouse
Heath (4), Sandringham, Winterton and Wolferton (2). Doubtless present at other
Nightjar: Churring birds at

suitable Breck localities.

Swift: Earliest record Pentney

May

GP

April 20th. Concentrations of 3,500 Brundall

and 2,500 over rape harvester Burnham Market Aug
Late individuals Snettisham Oct 22nd and Horsey Oct 31st.

(River Yare)

12th

10th.

Alpine Swift: Cley April 18th (CJS) and probably same bird Wiveton April 20th
(PG).

Hoopoe: Blakeney Point April 18th (JR), Welney April 26th (WT), Snettisham May
llth-13th (many observers) and Old Catton Oct 24th (JRA).

Wryneck: Several spring records: Hempnall April 18th-20th, Norwich April 19th,
Burnham Overy April 24th, Holkham Meals April 27th, Potter Heigham May 6th
and 17th, King’s Lynn May 20th-23rd, Blakeney Point May 23rd, Hunstanton GC
(2) May 23rd and Holme May 23rd/24th.
In autumn singles East Wretham Aug 10th and Watton Aug 23rd, several arrivals
by 25th followed by major fall Aug 26th round whole coast including 7 Weybourne,
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15

Blakeney Point, 25 Wells (East

numbers

since 1977.

The

Hills), 11 Holkham Meals and 14 Holme. Largest
birds gradually dispersed over the next few days with subseto Sept 10th from Buxton, Corpusty, East Dereham, Erp-

quent inland records up
ingham, Hellesdon, Horstead, Hunworth, Ickburgh, Norwich and Taverham. Late
migrants at Holme Oct 11th and 29th.

Woodlark: A migrant at Paston April 19th. In whole of Brecks total of 43 singing
males (compared with 48 in 1986) including 23 in Norfolk.
Shorelark: Recorded at following coastal localities: Gorleston 2 Jan 10th-12th and 4
Jan 18th-22nd, Yarmouth Nov 22nd, Winterton 4 Feb 20th-April 12th with one remaining until 19th when singing also Nov 16th, Cromer Oct 16th-18th, Salthouse

and Oct 1 1th, Cley Oct lOth/1 1th, Blakeney Point up to 25 in early monof year with last 9 May 5th; 7 in late Oct but only 4 in Dec, Thornham Point 2
April 24th-26th with 2 again from Nov 12th, 4 from Dec 5th and 5 from Dec 24th,
Holme 2 March 31st, Heacham Oct 23rd and Snettisham 1-2 Nov 7th/8th.
April 19th

ths

Sand Martin: Earliest record Cley March 26th. An albino (except for dusky wingColney GP June 27th and another at Surlingham July 7th. Larger numbers present than in previous years with counts of 3,(XX) at roost Strumpshaw mid-July, 8(X)
Welney July 31st and 550 west Paston Aug 3rd. Very late migrants Happisburgh Nov
8th and Waxham (2) Nov 12th.
tips)

Swallow: An almost white bird Holme Sept 5th-9th. In late Nov
Wells 22nd with latest at Yarmouth on 23rd and at Griston

at

5 at
(2)

Cley 21st, single

on 26th.

Red-rumped Swallow: An unprecedented total of 5 records: Cley/Wiveton/Blakeney
April 8th-12th (ETM et al), Happisburgh Nov 11th (CRW et at) and 3 Winterton
Nov 12th (BWJ). See page 98.

House Martin: Earliest: Lound March 29th and Holme March 30th. An albino at
Paston Sept 5th. Latest Nov records: Cley 22nd, Holkham 23rd and Norwich (2)
27th.

Richard’s Pipit:

One

winter record:

Holkham Jan

3rd-10th

autumn migrants: Winterton Oct 24th/25th, Paston Oct
3rd, Wells (East Hills)

(PC

et al). Total

of 13

3rd, Blakeney Point Oct

Oct 4th, Holkham Sept 20th, Oct 2nd and 2 Oct 4th, Scolt
13th, Snettisham Oct 6th-22nd and inland 2 Potter

Head Oct 4th, Titchwell Oct
Heigham Oct 14th (JRW).

Pipit: Waxham April 23rd/24th (TRB et al), Wells (East
(JMcC), Cley June 2nd (NIE PG) and June 24th/25th (NB PJH et

Tawny

Point Sept

1st

(SCJ).
139

Hills)
al)

May

26th

and Blakeney

Olive-backed Pipit: Blakeney Point Oct 2nd (DA SJMG) and Sheringham
fourth and fifth county records.

Nov

7th

(RAJF RWS). The
Tree Pipit:

A

late

migrant

Holme Nov

1st.

Rock Pipit: Singles of Scandinavian race identified
Burnham Overy March 21st and Breydon April 4th.
Water

at

Winterton March 18th,

any one locality:
Blakeney Point Nov 14th, Breydon March 14th and 22nd, Buckenham Oct 28th,
Burnham Norton March 13th, Cley March 8th and 26th-30th, Hickling April 18th24th and 4 Oct llth-20th, Strumpshaw 2 March 29th and 2 April 5th/6th, Surlingham Church Marsh Feb 17th, March 5th and 5 April 2nd, Titchwell Jan 8th and
Pipit: In contrast to recent years not regularly reported at

Wells April 5th.

Yellow Wagtail: First noted Welney April 2nd (where 60 pairs bred). Main spring
passage April 18th to May 2nd with concentrations of 250 Snettisham April 21st, 320
Cley (Eye Field) April 22nd and 190 Hunstanton cliff-top and bowling greens April
27th. Aug roost of 40-50 Hardley Flood. Late migrants at King’s Lynn BF Nov 2nd
and a female Weybourne Nov 8th considered by observers to be of one of the eastern
races.

Syke’s Wagtail:
(JBK).

One showing

the characters of this race Pentney

GP

April 20th

Blue-headed Wagtail: Records received of over 40 birds April 18th to June
of 3 Horsey April 25th.

1

1th with

maximum

Grey-headed Wagtail:

A

total

of 9 spring records: Horsey May 1st and 2 May 16th,
14th and one May 15th, Cley 2 May 13th and an

Salthouse April 27th, 2 May
unusual inland occurrence at Colney

GP May

18th.

Also one showing characters of Grey-headed or Ashy-headed

at

Burgh Castle

May

19th.

Grey Wagtail: Breeding records at Brandon Bridge, Buckenham Mill (2 broods) and
Lyng Bridges. Also pairs present in summer at King’s Lynn and Narborough Mill.

A

Whitlingham Marshes Thorpe St. Andrew
Marsh Nov/Dec,
75 Rushmeadow Oct/Nov and 120 King’s Lynn BF Aug.
Pied Wagtail:

where up to 260

newly recorded roost

in

at

Oct. Additional roosts: 80 Surlingham Church

White Wagtail: Larger numbers than normal recorded on spring passage March
25th-April 28th including

maxima of

9

Weybourne
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April 6th, 20-30 Cley April 18th-

fifd

^ay

TkchweU

£>“
^Ihrtntr
with a total off over 90 m
place

2Sth

when food

supplies

'’'‘‘s

Jan

at 31 localities.

to

Aug

29th

continued arriving

wander from place

the

number

in total

to

may

included 15 Tunstead Jan 21st, 12 Sheringham
Cley up to 4th and up to 5 well

,,
s' C
2
Sprowston

Only a

Waxwings tend

become exhausted and accordingly

2^S?h"

Tml
H
10th and

23rd and

Street)

up

to 29th. Subsequently 2

March 22nd-27th.

single record in second-winter period:
Wells

Black-bellied Dipper:

Nov

Holme Feb

15th/16th.

Hunworth

(River Glaven) March 13th (CS).
Wren: At Filby 19 discovered frozen to death in
a hollow apple tree Jan 24th Up to
14 roosting in a House Martin’s nest at
Langley and a similar 1986 record of up to 28
occupying 2 nests on observer’s bungalow at
Brundall until April 22nd.
Thrush Nightingale: Holkham Meals, a singing
male May 24th (PC et al). Unfortunately this bird sang in a thick clump
of privet and remained hidden from a
frustrated audience of birdwatchers! Second
county record.
Nightingale:

Holme

a coastal migrant April 22nd/23rd with
2 present following day.

Bluethroat: Another excellent
^

'looc

1985

at

u
when

May

for this species although not as many recorded
as
nearly half of the birds seen were females in contrast
to
majority were males
possibly due to the later dates involved. Majority

-

Blakeney Point

arrivals with last

on 25th and

last

on 22nd, 11 on 23rd and 6 on 24th including 2 additional
on 26th) and at Holme (one on 19th, 4 on 22nd, 5 on 23rd/24th,
3
on 27th). Elsewhere singles at Horsey 24th, Paston 24th and
(3

Weybourne 23rd/24th, Salthouse 24th-26th, Cley
key 29th/30th and Holkham 24th.
Surprising changes

in

26th

23rd, Blakeney

Bank

24th, Stiff-

the pattern of Bluethroat passage are most likely
to be

climatic. Blocking anticyclones in spring (bringing

Fenno-Scandian migrants) are
apparently occurring more frequently (including 1970, 1985 and
1987). During these
three years a total of 90 spring-time Bluethroats were
reported in Norfolk. Although
spring numbers have increased dramatically there
is only a single report of an
autumn Bluethroat in the county after 1979 (on 26th October
1985) despite greatly
increased observer cover and awareness. A likely factor
behind this pattern is a lack
of easterlies during the main southwards passage of Scandinavian
Bluethroats

Aug and

in late

early Sept.
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Autumn

Bluethroat passage in Britain now tends to occur later, from mid-Sept
onwards and several weeks after the main Scandinavian movement. Source of these

be Russia and Siberia judging from the species which
In addition, the decline of autumn Bluethroats here
coincides with serious Sahelian droughts which have badly affected other wintering
Palearctic migrants.
later

migrants

is

likely to

accompany them nowadays.

Black Redstart: Spring passage commenced March 25th (Wells) with an influx April
when 3 Horsey, 4 Happisburgh, 5 Paston, 4 Holme and 5 Heacham. Breeding
noted at Cantley BF, King’s Lynn BF, King’s Lynn Docks, North Walsham and Yarmouth/Gorleston (2 pairs) where another 5 singing males. Norwich and Thetford
also attracted apparently unattached singing males in breeding season.
In autumn noticeable fall Oct 19th/20th when 10 Blakeney Point, 6 Wells Lifeboat
Station and 6 Holme. One at Heacham until Dec 1st and another Horsey Dec 24th.
5th

Whinchat: Recorded April 27th (Shingham) to Nov 22nd (Heacham), a very late
date. Bred in Brecks at Tommy’s Belt and a male in song Smoker’s Hole in June.
Stonechat:

As

in 1986 6

breeding pairs along East Coast.

Wheatear: Earliest Breydon March 12th.
record:

Nov

Two

pairs bred at

Paston where also

latest

1st.

Ring Ouzel: Spring passage March 28th-May 30th. Peak numbers April 17th when 7
at Kelling and Weybourne and 5 at Cley and Holkham Meals. Mainly seen at coastal
localities with additional records from Blackborough, Burgh Castle, Felbrigg,
Foster’s End GP, Hickling, How Hill, North Creake, Northrepps, Norwich, Potter
Heigham and Welney.
A noticeable increase in autumn observations compared with recent years; total of
nearly 50 migrants Sept 17th-Nov 14th. Majority at end Oct/early Nov with up to 3
together. Inland sitings at North Walsham, Norwich and Ringstead. A very late bird
at Horsey Nov 29th.

A

autumn passage with maximum of 5,000 west Holme Nov 2nd.
Holme May 26th and Winterton May 28th. Earliest
Fieldfare:
autumn record Holme (6) Sept 1st.
Redwing: Earliest in autumn 3 Shingham Sept 19th.
Blackbird:

large

Latest in spring:

Mistle Thrush:

One

flying in off sea

Yarmouth July

7th. Flock of 70

Pentney

GP

July 27th.
Cetti’s Warbler:

Reduced Broads

total following severe

142

weather of 26 singing males

A

as follows: Brundall 2, Cantley

1, Coldham Hall 1, Horning Ferry
1, Hoveton Little
Broad
How Hill (single March 25th only), Hudson Bay to Ranworth Dam Mar3,
tham 1, Rockland 2, South Walsham 1, Strumpshaw
4, Surlingham Church Marsh
1, Surhngham Broad 1, Ward Marsh
3 and Wheatfen 3. Elsewhere Titchwell Nov
1

27th.

Grasshopper Warbler:

Earliest Holme April 8th. Rarely recorded on
autumn migrathe county, but 4 such records in 1987: Blakeney
Point Aug 26th, Oct 3rd and
20th and Paston Oct 4th.

non

m

Savi’s Warbler:

At Hickling

first recorded April 16th with one, and
occasionally 2,
May. Elsewhere singing males near Horning April 23rdStrumpshaw May I9th/20th and June 4th, Martham
Broad May 25th and Horsey July 13th where another bird
seen.
Marsh Warbler: Two records of singing males: Holkham Meals
May 24th (PC) and
m observer’s garden at Elsing June 12th (AJP). The fifth and sixth county records.
Icterine Warbler: In spring one singing Cromer
May 19th. Total of at least 18
autumn migrants: Waxham 3 Aug 26th, one 27th; Paston 2 Aug
28th; Cromer Aug

singing males there until end
25th, Cley May 19th-27th,

30th; Northrepps (in observer’s garden) Aug 26th;
Blakeney Point Aug 25th/26th
2 on 27th; Blakeney Bank Aug 30th; Wells (East
Hills) Aug 26th-30th;

with

Holkham Meals 3 Aug 25th with another arrival
Head Aug 25th and Sept 1st.

3rd and Scolt
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28th,

still

2

on 30th and another Oct

Barred Warbler: Nine typical autumn records: Waxham 2 Aug 26th and one Aug
30th; Wells (East Hills) Aug 26th; Holkham Meals different individuals Aug 25th
and 28th and Sept 1st; Holme Sept 1st and Hunstanton GC Aug 28th-30th.
Lesser Whitethroat:
Hills)

Nov

A

very late migrant, probably of Siberian race. Wells (East

8th.

Whitethroat:

A

late

migrant Horsey

Nov

10th.

Earliest: Tottenhill GP April 24th. Notable fall Aug 26th when 80
Blakeney Point, 45 Wells (East Hills), 50 Holkham Meals and 35 Holme. Late
migrants Holkham Meals and Holme (2) Oct 31st; Eccles and Wells (East Hills) Nov
1st and an exceptionally late bird Holkham Meals Nov 23rd.

Garden Warbler:

Blackcap: In

first

winter period at King’s

Lynn Jan

10th,

Surlingham

village

Jan

llth/12th, Swannington Jan 12th, Cley Jan 13th, different bird Jan 17th, Jan 25th
10th, Reepham Jan 14th, Norwich Feb 1st, Gressenhall Feb 7th-21st and
Bradwell Feb 21st. Dec records for Cromer, Cley, Holme (2) and West Walton.

and Feb

Greenish Warbler: At least 7 identified in the classic fall conditions towards end of
Aug: Waxham 2 on 26th with one remaining till 27th (CJE et at), Paston 28th (MF),
Blakeney Point 2 on 25th with one remaining till 30th (RA SJMG et at), Stiffkey 28th
(GA et at) and Wells car park 25th-28th (GA et at).
Pallas’s Warbler: Eight records of this former great rarity: Holkham Meals Oct
21st/22nd (AB JMcC) and 2 Nov 24th with one until 29th (JBK et at); Cley Oct 29th
(SJMG et at); Blakeney Point Nov 4th/5th (RJF et at); Paston Nov 6th (JRA); Wax-
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ham Nov

6th/7th

(BAB CAB) and

Nov 8th (JMcC).
Yellow-browed Warbler: As usual majority of records from Holkham
Meals where
seen as follows: 2 Sept 26th, 3 Sept 27th, at least 6 Sept
29th, 4 Oct 3rd, 3 Oct 4th, 2
Oct 5th/6th, singles on several dates 7th-21st, 2 Oct 27th and a
different bird Oct
28th to Nov 1st (at least 18 individuals involved). Elsewhere
in Oct: Holme 1st and
20th/21st; Yarmouth, Stiffkey and Burnham Deepdale all 3rd;
Horsey 6th and Waxham

Wells (East Hills)

25th-30th.

Radde’s Warbler: Holkham Meals Oct 2nd
county record.

(GDE MJE

KMM

et al).

The eleventh

Dusky Warbler: Blakeney Point Oct 3rd/4th (DA SJMG PH et al) and Happisburgh
^Nov 7th-llth (MSC MIE AMS et al). The eleventh and twelth county records.
1

'Wood Warbler:
1

I

Spring migrants (several singing) at Titchwell April 17th-May 5th,
Burgh Castle April 24th, Holkham Meals April 23rd-27th and May 23rd, Holkham
Park May 13th, Holme May 17th and Blakeney Point May 26th.

Singing males in breeding season at Brundall, Holt Hall, Horsford, Kelling (2),
ILynford, Narborough, Norwich (Mousehold Heath), Snettisham (2), Surlingham,

‘Swanton Novers
Six
I

(2), Thorpe St. Andrew and West Runton.
autumn migrants Aug 26th to 29th at Paston, Blakeney Point

Hills 2)

(2),

Wells (East

and Holkham Meals.

(Chiffchaff: Four Jan records:

Welney 1st, Cley sewage works 1st and 6th, Holme
and Norwich (Stafford St) 9th and 21st. At Holkham Meals 3 Nov
1 24th, at least 5 Nov 28th, 5 Dec 7th, 3 Dec 13th and 2 Dec 19th; birds of tristis
race
here Oct 3rd and 11th, Nov 24th and 29th and Dec 19th. elsewhere tristis birds at
Blakeney Point Oct 27th and Waxham Nov 21st. Birds of abietinus race Holkham
'Meals Nov 1st and Surlingham Church Marsh Dec 8th. Other Dec records for Cley
1st and King’s Lynn (in observer’s garden) from 2nd into 1988.
3rd/4th

(tristis)

'Willow Warbler: One showing characters of one of the eastern races Stiffkey May
?30th. Three late autumn migrants: Yarmouth Nov 1st, Titchwell Nov 7th and Happisburgh (again of an eastern race) Nov 7th-10th.

Holkham Meals one from Dec 26th 1986 to at least Jan 6th; again recorded
from March 29th. Also Holme March 30th and Winterton March 31st. During

^Firecrest:

here
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April widely reported with records from Blakeney Point, Cley, Felbrigg, Hickling,

Holkham Meals (where up to
Horsey, Lessingham, Lopham
Thetford,

mouth.

In

15 seen including 6

on 4th/5th, Holme

(3

on

5th),

Fen, Paston, Strumpshaw, Swanton Morley GP,
on 5th/7th), Weybourne, Winterton, Wiveton and Yar-

Waxham (3
May singles Thetford

10th,

Holkham Meals

13th

and 17th and

Waxham

16th.

Only small number of autumn observations: Holkham Meals 1-2 Oct 2nd-22nd,
Waxham Oct 3rd-5th with 2 on 4th, Holme 2 Oct 23rd/24th, Paston Oct 30th/31st,
Thorpe St. Andrew Nov 4th and Happisburgh Nov 7th. One found dead Thetford
Dec 1 1th.
Spotted Flycatcher: Latest record Blakeney Point Oct 3rd.
Red-breasted Flycatcher: Five typical autumn records: Holkham Meals Aug 30th
and Oct 2nd/3rd, Thornham Point Oct llth-15th. Holme Oct 20th/21st and
Blakeney Point Oct 24th.

Pied Flycatcher: In spring migrants at Yarmouth April 20th-26th, Horsey April 26th,
Paston May 20th, Sheringham May 22nd, Cley April 28th, Wiveton April 23rd,
Holkham Meals up to 4 April 18th-25th and one May 6th and Holme May 17th-19th
and 24th. Inland at Norwich (Lion Wood) April 27th and Mousehold Heath May 5th
and King’s Lynn May 14th.
Notable fall Aug 25th when 80 Holkham Meals and 20 Blakeney Point. A very late
bird

Weybourne Oct

31st.

Breeding records from Burnham Norton (1-2 pairs), Cley (about 10
pairs), Hickling (23 pairs). How Hill (one pair). Horsey (6 pairs). King’s Lynn BF (3
pairs with maximum 45 Jan 7th) and Strumpshaw (3 pairs with maximum of 40 Jan

Bearded

Tit:

9th).

Recorded elsewhere as follows: Berney May 9th, Blakeney Point 12 high southeast Oct 17th, Burgh Castle 56 Oct 25th and 18 Nov 1st, Filby Broad 3 Oct 23rd,
Holme 30 Oct lst-5th and 17 Oct 19th, Lopham Fen maximum 35 Oct 12th,
Rockland Broad/Surlingham Church Marsh up to April 4th and from Sept 28th
(when maximum of 12), Snettisham Coastal Park 2 small parties Oct and
Weybourne 9 Oct 17th- 25th.

A

party of 8 east Blakeney Point Oct 17th and a group of 10
apparently in off sea Cley Nov 29th.

Long-tailed Tit:

Treecreeper:

A

very pale bird at

Holme Nov 2nd considered by

North European race familiaris (WJAB).
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observer to be of

Penduline Tit: Hickling a male April 4th-10th
list. See page 100.

Golden Oriole: In May
mgham Church Marsh

calling males at

14th,

(DJH

et at).

An

addition to the county
^

Hardley Flood 4th, Weybourne 11th, Surl-

Holkham Meals

^

4th-6th

a pair Snettisham (Ken Hill wood)
male Welney 27th and female Snettisham 28th.

17th, Kelling 19th

and Strumpshaw

a male calling Glandford
16th, Titchwell 18th-20th, immature
In July

male

calling

Coldham

Hall on

An immature near Wells town Nov lst-5th (many observers). The
second county record of this now separate species,
the first being in 1975 at the
western end of Holkham Meals.
Isabelline Shrike:

Red-backed Shrike: In spring males at Holme May
28th, Horning June 7th,
Blakeney Point June 13th, Weybourne June 14th and
Brancaster GC June 27th.
Brecks at Santon Downham rearing 4 young. A female
Snettisham
1

^

July 29th-Sept 6th.

Autumn

migrants: Winterton Aug 13th and Oct 12th-17th, Waxham
Aug 26thAug 26th and 2 Aug 27th/28th, Sheringham Aug 26th, Blakeney Quay
Aug 30th/31st, Blakeney Point Aug 26th/27th, Wells Aug 27th-Sept
2nd with 2-3
Aug 29th, Titchwell Oct 13th, Holme Aug 21st/22nd, another by
26th, 2 27th-30th
and 3 on 29th and Hunstanton
2 Aug 28th/29th and Sept 8th.
Great Grey Shrike: In first-winter period long staying
birds at Titchwell Jan 5th-Feb
10th, Strumpshaw Jan llth-April 17th and Barrow
Common March 8th-ApriI 14th
Elsewhere Sparham Jan 30th/31st, Bridgham Heath Jan 30th,
Thorpe Great Heath
Jan 31st, Snettisham Feb 8th and 15th, Denver March 9th,
King’s Lynn March
14th/15th, Thetford Warren March 29th, Alderford March
30th, Holme April 14th
IHeacham April 16th, Salthouse Heath April 17th/18th, Kelling April 17th-21st
and
Hickling April 19th.
30th, Paston

GC

I

Only 4 records in second-winter period: Holme Oct 20th/21st, Hickling
Oct 24th,
Holkham Meals Nov 5th and Surlingham Broad Nov 15th.
’Woodchaf Shrike: Holme a female June 8th-10th (WJAB PRC et al).
I

Magpie: Buxton Heath

roost 107 Feb 14th, 112 Feb 28th and 100 Dec 6th. Other
Holme Nov 28th, at least 60 Roydon Common and 36

.counts at roosts included 42
Horsford both Dec.
I

Hooded Crow: Very few
(shot) Jan 7th, Fleggburgh

records received in first few months of year: Shimpling
Common 2 Jan 18th, Snettisham Jan 25th, Heacham Feb
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and Stiffkey Feb 28th. More birds in April on passage including Winterton
where maximum of 10 on 15th; other records then from Strumpshaw, Caister,
Horsey, Cromer, Weybourne, Wiveton, Blakeney Point, Titchwell and Holme.
Subsequently occasional singles at Blakeney Point May, Holme May-June and
Breydon May-July; also West Harling July 8th. Only 5 records in second-winter
period: Flitcham Sept 28th/29th, Cley Oct 25th, Holkham Oct 26th, Hunstanton
Nov 5th and Sparham Nov 20th-24th.
13th

Raven: Additional 1986: Wells
genuine wild bird since 1974.

in off sea

Nov

15th

(WP).

Rose-coloured Starling: Stalham an adult June 14th-25th

Brambling:

A

singing male

Holme June

Serin:

The male re-appeared

8th to

Aug

at

Another male

11th.

First

(DJH

record of a likely

RM

et al).

10th.

Wells for the third year running being present April
in song Brundall May 29th (BDH).

Siskin: Largest concentration 150

Bodney/Langford Feb

7th. Breeding occurred at

Drymere and Wolferton.
Twite: Recorded to

May

6th (Paston) and from Oct 2nd (Holme). Largest flock 180

Blakeney Quay Dec 13th.

Mealy Redpoll: Few records received:
Mundesley April 7th.

UFA

Norwich

12 Jan 17th

and 6 on 18th and

Arctic Redpoll: Additional records accepted by British Birds Rarities Committee:
1985:

Holkham Meals

1986: Winterton

April 14th (MCB).
Dunes Jan 26th (PRC ALJ

et at),

probably another Feb 16th (TRB).

Regularly reported only in Brecks where largest group 32 Santon
7th. Elsewhere: Wolferton 2 Jan 21st and 3 Feb 28th, Morston 8 Feb
4th, Holme March 20th, 4 April 14th and 3 April 18th, Snettisham (Ken Hill Wood)
Crossbill:

Downham Nov

June 13th and Holkham

3 in off sea

Oct

21st, 12

Oct 23rd and singing male Dec 13th.

Hawfinch: Again present all year at a locality in TF70 where up to 17 Feb, 1-2 remained into July building up to a maximum of 28 in Dec. At Kelling 2 pairs bred
successfully. Elsewhere ones and twos at Alderford Common, Attlebridge (roost
held maximum of 3 Feb), Bagmore Farm, Barnham Cross Common, Breydon (Jan
31st), Colney, East Wretham, Feltwell, Holkham Park, Holme, Lakenheath Flash,
Lynford, North Creake, North Walsham, Old Costessey, Ringstead, Salthouse
Heath, Santon Downham, Snettisham, Stanford, Thorpe St. Andrew and
Weybourne.

Lapland Bunting: Largest numbers at Burnham Norton (peak of 125 Jan 22nd) and
Breydon/Berney (peaks of 53 Nov 17th and 50 Dec 9th). Also recorded at many
other coastal

autumn with maximum of 23 Snettisham Nov 7th.
Buckenham Nov lOth/llth and 3 Dec 21st, Potter
and overhead Rockland Broad Dec 30th. First in autumn Sept

sites especially in

Inland: King’s

Lynn BF Feb

Heigham Nov

13th

8th,

13th (Winterton).

Snow Bunting: Maximum counts

for individual localities include 350

Holkham

late

Nov, 110 Blakeney Point Jan, 105 Gore Point Dec, 100 Holme Dec and 100 Scolt
Head Dec. Inland: Buckenham (2 April 7th, singles Nov 12th and 20th, Dec 11th17th), Burgh Castle (5 Nov 1st) and Berney (42 Dec 28th). First in autumn Sept 14th
(Lynn Point).
Ortolan Bunting: Single males at Waxham May 3rd (BWJ), Weybourne
MPT et al) and Blakeney Point Oct 4th/5th (JCD PJH BWJ).

(BM
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May

10th

This Red-rumped Swallow which stayed locally
five days was photographed roosting in
Uey Church porch. A major fall of wind-drifted Wrynecks commenced
in late August.

Exciting vagrants photographed

at

Cley:

Two

Slender-billed Gulls from the Mediterra-

nean and a Red-breasted Goose from the Siberian tundra.

At New Buckenham a communal Long-eared Owl roost was occupied six weeks.
Barn
Owls continued nesting in derelict drainage mills, church towers and old barns.

Harvest Mice were widely reported including South Wootton and Great
cats supplied the evidence. Felines at

Hempnall found

Wood Mice

Hockham where

less palatable.

I

Rustic Bunting: Cley

May

23rd

(MRL

et al).

The following breeding species, not mentioned in the Classified Notes, were recordMute Swan, Canada Goose, Teal, Mallard, Red-legged Partridge, Grey
Partridge, Moorhen, Coot, Lapwing, Stock Dove, Woodpigeon, Cuckoo, Tawny
Owl, Kingfisher, Green Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Lesser Spotted
'Woodpecker, Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Dunnock, Robin, Redstart, Song Thrush,
•Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler, Goldcrest, Marsh Tit, Willow Tit, Coal Tit, Blue Tit,
-Great Tit, Nuthatch, Jay, Jackdaw, Rook, Carrion Crow, Starling, House Sparrow,
.ed in 1987:
I

I

Tree Sparrow, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Linnet, Bullfinch, Yellowhammer,
Reed Bunting and Corn Bunting.
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Waders (N. Carmichael)', Adult and young Black-winged Stilt (P. R.
M. Cottridge)', Fulmar (D. A. Darling); Avocets and Barn Owls {A. L.
Howes); Sandwich Terns (R. Jones); Marsh Sandpiper, Grey Phalarope, Young Black-winged
Stilt, front cover Black-winged Stilt and Rabbits (C. R. Knights); Red-rumped Swallow (T.
iLoseby); Long-eared Owl, Harvest Mouse, Wood Mouse and Stoat (R. Tidman); Slenderbilled Gulls (Dr. P. Wheeler) and Red-breasted Goose (B. Wingrove).
I

PhotO){raph$: Titchwell

Clarke)',

Wryneck

(D.

i

‘

Line Drawings: 18 Caspian and Common Terns and 125 Long-tailed Ducks (N. Arlott); 104
Grey Plovers, 139 Shorelarks, 141 Bluethroat, 146 Pied Flycatchers and 149 Wryneck (B.
Bland); 142 Ring Ouzel (D. Bryant); 153 Fallow Deer, 154 Coypu, 158 Weasels, 159 Hedgehog,
162 Water Vole and 167 Common Seal (J. Last); 81 Hen Harrier and Merlins, 82 Night Heron,
'83 Great Snipe, 86 Goldcrest and Yellow-browed Warbler, 89, 94, 96 and 127 Black-winged
I

1

'

97 Great Bustards, 100 Penduline Tit, 102 Slender-billed Gulls, 131 Marsh Sandpiper,
132 Ringed Plover, Little Ringed Plover and Wood Sandpiper, 133 Wilson’s Phalarope, 134
Pomarine Skuas, 136 Caspian Tern, 140 Olive-backed Pipit, 143 Icterine Warbler and Barred
Warbler, 145 Radde’s Warbler, 147 Rose-coloured Starling, 149 Red-rumped Swallow, 150
Bluethroat (R. Millington); 41 Red-rumped Swallow, 120 Purple Heron and 144 Pallas’s
'Warbler (M. Read); 122 Brent Geese, 124 Ring-necked Duck, 138 Hoopoe and 144 Yellowbrowed Warbler (D. Showier); 126 Merlins (I. Willis); 103 Lapwings, 105 Bar-tailed Godwit,
Oystercatcher and Ringed Plover, 1 12 Sandwich Tern, 120 Spoonbills and 121 Bewick’s Swans
and Pintails (the late R. A. Richardson).
•Stilts,
1
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NORFOLK MAMMAL
REPORT 1987
Editorial
The Editor is pleased to present the 32nd Norfolk Mammal Report.
The main topic of the year is the final chapter of the Coypu story. This was welldocumented even before these reports were instituted by articles published in the
Transactions of The Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists’ Society so we can feel
justifiable pride in presenting the full account from the Coypu’s original escape from
Nutria farms to the demise of the last representative of the species. Yet there does
remain a tiny shadow of doubt. We know how elusive even the largest of our mammals can be. Is there in some remote and unexpected corner, in spite of all the efforts
of the trapping team, the nucleus of a breeding colony? Only time will tell.
The eradication campaign has been massive and costly. It does prove that if the
willingness is there to devote enough time and money to back a professional team,
results can be achieved.
We think of certain other species that cause actual damage and have a deleterious
effect on other wildlife. Could not the same single-minded and organised approach
control them more effectively. We think of Grey Squirrels and Magpies that are
attractive to watch but are becoming serious pests in many parts of the county.
Others would argue that any species either native or introduced should be allowed to
run

its

natural course and reach

We must

its

own

not be self-congratulatory

state of balance.

when we speak of our achievements

in report-

on the Coypu. We have been priviledged to publish papers by the most
knowledgable specialists and are immensely grateful for their contributions. Doctor
Morris Gosling has spent a great part of his working life researching this animal and
year by year has kept us up to date on its story. From time to time he has contributed
major articles to our report and this year we have what may be the final word. In
thanking him for this and all his contributions, we wish him well for the future and
express the hope that we will continue to benefit from his friendship and also his expertise gained from his future research whatever line it takes.
The surprise of the year was the unexpected numbers of Harvest Mice noted.
Several new squares were added to the distribution map, just in time for its publication in this report together with maps for Wood and House mice. Again we have to
ing

point out that the maps do not necessarily include all actual sites for the mammal
concerned, only those from which records have been obtained since 1975. It may be
that a species has even been lost from a mapped location. Why the Harvest mouse
should have had such an upsurge isn’t known. Most species of small rodents had a
good year. The late harvest may have contributed to the Harvest mouse’s ability to

produce more successful

The mammal

litters.

that has increased during the last decade

one that

speaking
lies outside this report, yet its impact on the scene in an indirect way has to be taken
into serious consideration. It is the domesticated dog in its myriad forms. We link
with this the increase in motor transport. Add to these the higher densities of human
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is

strictly

The resulting combination enables the two that take their exercise
together to travel speedily many miles in comfort to seek out the quietest, most
varied wildlife habitats, those very special spots that give the greatest pleasure. Some
population.

of our contributors have developed an interest in natural history through such gentle
pursuits. How sad that some of those key areas have been seiriously reduced in quality by being discovered by just too many tyres and trampling feet.
Norfolk is extremely fortunate to include within its boundaries internationally
recognised jewels of nature. Their dazzle must not blind us to escalating threats com-

many guises to other, less well protected, gems. Profit and sophisticated
pleasure must not be allowed to leave our wildlife the poorer.
We thank again our many contributors who have made this report possible. They
include such specialists as Doctor Morris Gosling, Coypu Research Laboratory, and

ing in

Rex Whitta, Wildlife Ranger of Thetford Forest. John Last has enhanced our pages

more of

Many others, known only through their regular
annual reports, have become old friends. Their letters are eagerly awaited each year.
The standard of observation and submissions continues to rise which makes the
business of editing so much easier. Grid references are more frequently used so the
distribution maps are less onerous to compile and keep up to date. Without them,
the names of Norfolk villages can be somewhat confusing and even obscure!
The Ordnance Survey map is an important item of equipment for the natural
history recorder but we do realise that the reference system can be, like riding a bicycle, very difficult till you master the technique. There is a very brief instructional
note printed on the maps but if any further guidance is needed, please do not hesitate
to ask. We are able to supply a much fuller instructional sheet, or even better, discuss
the matter in person or over the phone.
A form has been devised to simplify recording and supplies can be obtained directly from the Castle Museum. Again they are not essential. Scraps of information
.come in on the merest scraps of paper. Of course, an interesting anecdote always
livens up the account!
The report is only a distillation of all these offerings. Without them it would cease
to exist. Time and postage do not allow individual replies so we trust these notes
form sufficient acknowledgement. We have, to our shame, been known to omit a
name or two from the list of contributors. If this has happened again we do most
with

his delightful vignettes.

I

I

humbly apologise.
Material for the next report should be in the Editor’s hand as early as possible in
Send to Rex Haney, Ardea, 124 Fakenham Road, Taverham, Norwich, NR8

1989.

6QH. Telephone: Norwich
The
all

860042.

ever-helpful and supportive

John Goldsmith continues

to guide the course of

vertebrate studies from the Natural History Department in Norwich Castle

'Museum. His telephone number

is

Norwich 611277 Extension 286.
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A

history of
1929 to 1988

L.

M.

Gosling,

Coypus

in Britain:

Coypu Research Laboratory, Ministry of Agriculture,
Food, Jupiter Road, Norwich

NR6

Fisheries

and

6SP.

Coypus, Myocastor coypus are hystricomorph rodents, native to South America but
with a world-wide distribution following escapes from captivity or deliberate introductions. They are tolerated when cropped for fur or meat (Gosling and Skinner,
1984) but elsewhere they are controlled because of damage to crops (Norris 1967a),
drainage systems (Cotton, 1963) and native plants (Ellis, 1963; Boorman and Fuller,
1981).

The main enemies of coypus

in Britain are

man and

cold weather. They are quite

easy to catch using simple cage traps (Norris, 1967b) and this technique has the advantage that non-target species can be released unharmed (Baker and Clarke, 1988).
In cold weather coypus lose condition and suffer severe frost lesions. Many females
abort during severe winters (Gosling, 1981a) and juveniles perish in large numbers.

Adults survive relatively well except in exceptionally cold weather; in the winter of
1962/63 90% of the population perished (Norris, 1967a).
There have been various attempts to limit coypu numbers and, as information has
accumulated, it has become possible to plan these operations on a more scientific
basis. Since 1981 an attempt has been made to eradicate coypus from Britain and this
paper outlines the background and preliminary results of this campaign. The decision to attempt eradication took account of the fact that although coypus are much
reduced in South America, they are not endangered there.

Coypus were

first imported for fur farming in about
and all were closed down by 1940 (Laurie, 1946).
Many animals escaped and feral coypus became established in the River Yare valley
in Norfolk and in Buckinghamshire; this latter group persisted until about 1954 then
disappeared (Norris, 1967a). Their potential for environmental damage was
recognised but initial attempts to control their numbers were only sporadic; 193
coypus were trapped in Norfolk between 1943 and 1945 (Laurie, 1946). The impact

Early history: 1929 to 1969:

1929. Fifty farms were established

of these efforts is unknown but the lack of further, concerted action led to a progressive expansion in range and numbers.
By the late 1950s coypus had spread through East Anglia and were causing serious
damage. This included a massive decline in reedswamp in the Norfolk Broads (Boor154

man and

Fuller,

1981; Ellis, 1965) and an alarming reduction in favoured food
cowbane, Circuta virosa (Ellis, 1965). Following local representations, rabbit clearance societies were grant aided to control coypus and by 1961
the
East Suffolk and Norfolk River Board employed 15 trappers. In the year up to April
1962 70,000 coypus were killed by these agencies. At this time the population was
plants, such as

;

number 200,000 (Norris, 1967a) although this
overestimate. In 1962 the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
menced a large scale trapping campaign, co-ordinated by 12
believed to

may have been an
Food (MAFF) com-

MAFF

trappers and

supported by Rabbit Clearance Societies, occupiers. River Boards and Internal
Drainage Boards. This operation aimed to reduce coypu numbers and confine the
survivors to the Norfolk Broads; this was broadly achieved although not without the
help of the severe 1962/63 winter. At the end of this campaign in 1965 a semi-

autonomous organisation

called Coypu Control was
maintain the position that had been achieved.

set

up with

five trappers to

Research on population ecology: 1970 to 1980: When Coypu Control was given its
caretaker role in 1965, little was known about the complex relationship between control intensity and the response of a coypu population; for example, it was not known
how many trappers would have been needed to achieve the objectives of the first
campaign if the winters had been mild. With hindsight we know that five trappers
could not prevent an eruption when conditions are favourable for coypus. This was
demonstrated in the early 1970s when the coypu population began to double each
year in a run of mild winters. An increase in trapping, slowed but could not stop the
increase and by 1975 there were about 19, (XX) animals. The trapping force was in(.creased to 15 by 1973 and, with the help of some cold winters from 1975 onwards,
this was Just enough to prevent major increase in numbers. At this time Coypu Control was financed on a year-to-year basis and there was some reluctance to commit
funds to what appeared to be an open-ended programme.
The Coypu Research Laboratory was established in 1962 and after a period when
reproductive biology was studied (Newson, 1966) the laboratory concentrated on trying to understand variation in the numbers of coypus and in particular on the effect
of various levels of trapping on population size. Data were collected from large
numbers of dissections of animals trapped during control operations including
.estimates of age structures and reproductive performance. This information was
used to establish two basic techniques. The first was a reconstruction of numbers in
the past. Trapping is responsible for nearly all adult deaths and, by ageing the
animals caught (from eye lens weight) and extrapolating each life back in time, the
numbers which must have been present in the past were estimated at monthly intervals (Gosling, Watt and Baker, 1981). It was then possible to explore the response of
these numbers to past variation in trapping intensity and climatic variation. The
second technique was to construct simulation models of the population. These
models included reproductive performance measured from post-mortems and death
rates calculated from results recorded by Coypu Control trappers. Eventually,
various numbers of trappers could be entered into the models to understand the relationship between control effort and the response of the population under different
climatic circumstances (Gosling, 1981b; Gosling, Baker and Skinner, 1983).
These models suggested that the coypu population could be kept stable by 20 trappers with permanent mild winters and that a larger force could eventually eradicate
it. To check this prediction, the laboratory trapped a 30km stretch of the River Yare
valley at high intensity for six years. The main problem was that as coypus were
cleared, they moved in from areas which, at that time, were controlled less effectiveI

I
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ly.

However coypus were completely removed from

parts of the study area not

affected by immigration showing that eradication was a practical option (Gosling,

Baker and Clarke, 1988).
In 1977 an independent committee, the Coypu Strategy Group, was set up to consider long term policy for the control of coypus. The options were (i) open-ended
control, (ii) an eradication attempt, and (iii) giving up control altogether. The group
considered evidence from farmers, drainage interests, biologists and conservationists;
all argued for strict control or eradication. The Coypu Research Laboratory also
provided detailed information about the various control options, and their consequences. After considering all the evidence the Strategy Group decided that an
attempt should be made to eradicate coypus in the long term and that in the medium
term a trapper force should be employed which would reduce numbers, even over
mild winters (Anon, 1978).

The eradication campaign: 1981 to 1988: The recommendations of the Strategy
Group were accepted by the MAFF in 1980. Twenty-four trappers would work for a
reconstituted Coypu Control Organization. The eradication campaign would be
funded 50% by MAFF, 40% by Anglian Water and 10% by Internal Drainage
Boards at an expected cost of about £2.5 million. There was also some debate about
the effect of re-equipping the trapping force. In previous years equipment had been
it was not known to what extent four-wheel drive vehicles, unlimited
and improvements in trapping techniques could influence events. Finally, it
was decided that with these improvements it should be possible to eradicate coypus
within ten years. The need to provide the trappers with an incentive was also

inadequate and
traps

appreciated since if they succeeded in eradication within six years; after six years the
bonus would slowly decline.

The campaign

started in 1981 and has
been monitored and guided by the Coypu
Research Laboratory (Gosling and Baker,
1987). Trapping intensity was more than
double that before 1981, seldom falling
below 200,000 trap-nights per annum.
Trapper deployment was planned using
the ratio between the numbers of coypus
caught and the trapping effort expended
(an index of relative abundance) in each
of a number of strategic regions (Gosling,
1981b). Initially, trapping was concentrated in areas of high density to maximise
capture rates and then deployed more
widely in later years. One of the most difficult problems was the large area over
which trapping needed to be carried out

(Figure

1).

Fig. I.
The distribution of coypus trapped
during the eradication campaign, 1981-1987.
Over 35,000 animals were caught during this

period.

As expected, coypus declined sharply during

the

campaign (Figure 2). Over 5,200
As in the past this

adults in 1981 were reduced to less than 20 by the end of 1986.

decline

was

faster over cold winters,

mainly because of the reduced reproductive suc-

The Coypu Strategy Group had suspected that it might
reduce the population as individual animals became more

cess of females at such times.

become more

difficult to
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Number

I

of adult

coypua (thousands)

for details.
difficult to find

and catch

at

low density.

In the event, the difficulty for

coypus

in

finding mates and the consequent decline in reproductive success had a larger effect

^and the population declined more quickly than expected after it had been reduced to
How density in 1985 and 1986 (Gosling and Baker, 1987). Only 12 coypus were trapjped in 1987 and, at the time of writing (June 1988), none have been caught since
April 1987, even though intensive trapping by the Coypu Control trapper force has
.continued. In addition, staff from the Research Laboratory have been checking
whether any coypus remain by deploying large numbers of baited rafts, some equipfped with automatic photography to detect coypus that visit. Again these techniques
lhave failed to detect any coypus since April 1987. But, although 14 months without
any sign of coypus is significant, it is too early to say whether or not they have been
{eradicated. Given the extent of the East Anglian waterways it is quite likely that scatttered animals remain and, at this point, the success of the campaign still hangs in the
tbalance.
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IINSECTIVORA
Although no hedgehogs Erinaceus europaeus were noticed in an Attleborough
garden for the first year since recording began there, their presence in the district was
sadly certified by numerous road casualties.
The dry spring, wet summer and mild autumn may have suited the life-style of this
species very well. We have come to expect our regular annual crop of queries
(.concerning the helping of late arrivals in the breeding season to build up body
weight. The problem is well illustrated by the youngster weighing a maximum of 225
grams with a length of 15cms that was feeding on a lawn at 3.15 p.m. on a late

’November afternoon.
As the year closed, many adults as well as young were seen out foraging. It is
hoped they were in good condition and continuing to feed, so shortening their period
of hibernation and enhancing the probability of survival.
A strange tale from East Tuddenham! What else but a hedgehog, asks our contributor, would eat half a frog
lengthwise! The unfortunate amphibian was neatly

—

and accurately bisected. Late

in the

year a half-grown hedgehog was found attemptwas rescued with little damage done.

ing to eat a toad. This time the intended victim

Only one hedgehog was noted on Belton Marshes where the Mole Talpa europaea
was very numerous. There were more than ever in the Breckles, Hockham, Wretham
area we are told and the connection is made with the retirement of a well-known
local mole-catcher. “Moonscape lawn due to shallow runs” is a vivid description of
the

damage

that can be caused to a carefully tended garden.

Common

Shrews Sorex araneus and Pigmy Shrews Sorex minutus turn up regularly in owl pellets though this form of recording is becoming increasingly more difficult due to the scarcity of the material. References were county-wide for both
species from a wide range of habitats including Morston Quay. Both were found to
have a partiality for cat food at Edgefield. This form of supplementary diet is frequently put out for hedgehogs. Other species may be picking up the habit.
Dead shrews are frequently found so identification is made much easier. Cats continue to provide another high proportion of finds sometimes to the inconvenience
and embarrassment of their owners. The most unusual Pigmy Shrew was the one
159

very active indoors at East Ruston.

A Pigmy Shrew record submitted,

and allowed for 1987 was of a recently dead on(
found in a rhubarb bed during the very first days of 1988.
The Water Shrew Neomys fodiens is the most illusive species in the group. Lyn
ford, Horning and Titchwell provide the only records for the year. It is interesting tc
note that none of these locations featured on last years list.
This attractive mammal is proving even more difficult than most to monitor. Dif
ficulties of observation mean that its study must be over a long term and it may wel
be that we are already too late. Systematic searches on at least a yearly basis of al
previously known habitats ought to be instituted. It all depends on having the righi
people in the right places.

CHIROPTERA
Nearly forty submissions were made on Pipistrelle bats Pipistrellus pipistresllus for
1987. This is probably a good indication that bats are being taken more seriously and
are considered worthy of study, recording and protection. The earliest was seen flying on 7th February at Hardingham. Others were noted through to the end of the
year in various parts of the county. There is always the possibility that odd individuals may be seen when they move from one hibernation site to another during
the course of the winter. Such changes of surroundings are delicate balancing acts
between energy loss due to physical activity and energy saved by transferring to a
more suitable residence. These tiny bats have been reported as seemingly taking advantage of a quick snack as they fly through swarms of winter flying insects.
Noctules Nyctalus noctula were seen at Rockland Broad, Horstead, Burgh Common and Wroxham which was a new sighting for our recorder there. There were two
further references from the south west of the county.
The greatest number of reports of Noctules were from the Norwich fringe, Carey’s
Meadow to the east and the banks of the Wensum running out from Anderson’s
Meadow to Costessey on the west. On 17th September a Noctule was seen flying over
Grapes Hill part of the Norwich Inner Link Road. This is just a few flying minutes
from the riverside for this our largest bat.
Long-eared bats Plecotus auritus were seen at Holme Hale, Corpusty and

Taverham and

in three references in the west.

Daubenton’s bat Myotis daubentoni and Natterer’s bat Myotis nattereri are very
difficult to identify in flight and our records are mainly from hibernation sites in
tunnels and kilns.
John Goldsmith tells us that the former makes up 44. 6*^0 of the individuals found
in the 69 known occupied sites and the latter follows with 38%. Long-eared bats are
next with 12.3%, Brandts/Whiskered Myotis brandti/myst acinus fill 3.6%, and lastly Barbastelle Barbastella barbastellus with 1.5%. These figures are based on the
maximum numbers of individual species recorded on any single visit at the different
sites over the 25-year period of recording.
99 suitable sites have been logged and there is a handful of further possiblities. Information on other likely spots is now very difficult to come by for our county has
been most thoroughly checked by our bat enthusiasts. The very grave problem is that
over a quarter of the sites have been lost for ever in the last 10 years and this process
is multiplying at an alarmingly distressing rate. No less than eight of these losses
occurred during 1986/87.
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ILAGOMORPHA
Reports on the Brown Hare Lepus capensis run from ‘less than in past years’ in the
Horstead, Buxton district, through ‘static’ round Snettisham to ‘numerous’ at
Hardingham. This apparent contrary evidence is reinforced by the many seen on
Belton Marshes against the few a short distance way at Breydon. All this points to
the literally vital factor,

from the hares’ point of view, of the level of predation
types from the natural process of foxes taking the leverets to
highly organised hare shoots.
Time of year and general conditions play their part. Hares move to where the
feeding is good and where they can find a degree of protection from the elements.

which includes

all

iLarge numbers find their way to such hare havens during the winter, feeding in from
large sectors of the surrounding, bleaker, countryside. A report from a delineated
area which includes observations and careful checks of numbers seen through all the
'Seasons would make a very useful study and interesting reading.

One of

the plentiful supply of hares at Hardingham
^garden there. Up to early September it occasionally found

made frequent visits to a
its way into a paved court-

The timid hare can sometimes be seen behaving in such a bold way. Workers
taking their lunch break in a barn were visited by a hare which stayed with them for
'Some time before ambling out again in a most unconcerned manner.
The general trend of observations concerning the Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus is

\yard.
I

more about, subject all the time to local outbreaks of myxomatosis.
of the county are covered, including Blakeney Point. Exceptionally few
vwere seen in Lingwood. More were frequenting Belton Marshes until stricken by the

tthat there are
'All parts

'deadly virus.

A

half-grown youngster spent three days in a Snettisham garden. No doubt that
ithe effect upon the crops was similar to that noted by the Editor on his Taverham
rplot.

A garden in Hempnall sums up the whole rabbit story in Norfolk. In January an
adult was apparently well-established within the garden boundary. A cat caught and
ate a baby rabbit in February. Presumably the same predator was responsible for the
March. By the end of that month the cats were
taking an average of one rabbit per day. It was in May that myxomatosis struck. By
August there were very few to be seen and none were brought in by the cats. It is

rrabbit skin left in the kitchen during

rbelieved that

numbers may

also have been reduced to a tiny

remnant by the gassing

lOf a local warren.

IRODENTIA
us they had very few sightings of Red Squirrels
Are we being patient enough they ask? Their Socieity is centred near the most favourable grounds in Norfolk for any views of this
species. Most of us would be thrilled to see any at all. Apart from the representatives
of the stable but scattered population in the Thetford Forest, we have only one other
on the card and that is from Wells woods. It was seen in February.
Grey Squirrels Sciurus carolinensis are plentiful not only in Thetford Forest but
over most of the rest of the county. Scolt Head recorded its first during the year
although it stayed only a short time. Far more are killed on the roads nowadays,

Thetford Naturalists’ Society

tell

^Sciurus vulgaris during the year.

surely an indication of the general increase.

Householders

at

Thorpe-next-Norwich were feeling quite harrassed
161

at

one point

by the large numbers in their gardens. Some of the squirrels began to enter roofs and
showing a high degree of house-breaking skill at bypassing many devices
attempting to keep them out.
G. J. reports numbers as high as last year in his area round Watton and tells us that
much more devastation of young trees was reported to him. He received five phone
calls after Grey Squirrels were suspected of robbing young birds and even adults near

lofts,

nest boxes.

A quote from another contributor discussing their destructive potential —

think they don’t occur in arable land. So long as there

is

“Don’t

a hedge to follow,

wanderers will follow it. When they get hungry in early summer they will snip straws
of wheat, or what-have-you, and eat the milky grain on the spot.’’
Bank voles Clethrionomys glareotus g^wtxdWy live far less public lives, apart from
the half-tame colony at Holme observatory. Visiting members of the public have
been charmed by the antics of these creatures. It is extremely amusing, we are told,
to see a Bank Vole hanging on a strung-up red apple, after the manner of a Bluetit.
The number of records submitted suggests that 1987 was a very good year for the
species and the same comment applies equally well to the Short-tailed Field Vole
Microtus agrestis. The bulk of individuals listed were found in owl pellets in which
they generally formed by far and away the highest proportion of prey taken. The
only area running against the general trend was Belton where fewer were seen.
Edgefield sums up the more typical situation where a very careful recorder is provided with material to quantify by his cats. He admits that last year he lost count of the
Short-tailed Field Voles brought in!
The Water Vole Arvicola terrestris card contains easily the highest total of reports
for any year since this particular editorship began in the mid-70s. It does seem that
the species is continuing its long, slow recovery. Inevitably local variations occur.
For instance, the Snettisham population seems to be considerably reduced. One was
found dead in a garden there some 20 yards from the Ingol. It appeared to be in good
condition and there was no visible cause of death.
Beeston Common, an old location for the black, melanistic, variant failed to produce this form when inspected this year and a further examination of the card shows
that this is true of the other previously reported sites.

162

An unusual record comes from a Heron pellet found on the river bank on a
spot
where Herons are noted each year.
When the great autumn gale blew a poplar into the Tudd, the Water Voles there
began to pull bark from the twigs and branches that were left above water.
They continued the process until all available bark was stripped for
several feet.
Woodmouse, Housemouse and Harvest Mouse are the featured animals in our
series of distribution maps. We must emphasise that
the dots represent reports from
marked squares thus leaving question marks on all the others and make no attempt to show relative numbers. So one mouse has the same pictorial importance
the

as

100

.

The Harvest Mouse Micromys minutus had a remarkable year and turned up in
many new squares. Cats in South Wootton and Great Hockham supplied the
evidence and

other places their distinctive summer nests gave away their presence.
and a handful of actual sightings completed the list. One was found in-side a plastic tube protecting a planted hawthorn on the fringe
of the Norfolk
'Naturalists Trust Jubilee Wood project hard by the A47.

Owl

in

pellets

The Thurne mouth reed bed produced a record as did the green fields of Banham
and Brooke. The unusually large number of reports tell us there is always the
possibility of finding small mammals and we must never give up hope.
The cats at Hempnall evidently found the local Wood mice Apodemus sylvaticus
less palatable than Field Voles, eating only half. One found in the kitchen
may have
"been brought inside by an even less hungry hunter. Another kitchen in the same
village houses an illusive Field mouse for a week before it was caught. Another fled
into the owner’s handbag when being pursued so, with the entire contents of the
ihandbag, was unceremoniously dumped onto the doorstep.

Wood

mice live in structured societies but individuals do step outside the normal
and take up unusual residence in sheltered situations, the sleeve of a
Tmawkin’ being a good example.
Bait put out to observe them in a Swaffham garden containing cheese, wild bird
-seed and melon seed proved highly successful. In November one of the Wood mice
preceded the observer indoors and hid. When she stood quite still it came out to explore the room, investigated her shoes and finally stood on her feet to nibble the
Jeather tags on her laces. (J.E.G.)
There were no records of the Yellow-necked mouse Apodemus flavicollis. The
1-House mouse Mas musculus was also reported from a few more localities during the
year. No large colonies were reported but “a few made a nuisance of themselves” at
'pattern

f

East

Tuddenham. An

more exotic

enterprising individual at Kilverstone

exhibit, dashing out

Zoo shared

from a hole under a radiator

a cage with a

to snatch items of

food.

At Barnham Broome a House mouse lived happily in the greenhouse until, too
adventurous or awkward, it drowned itself in the watering can. Those at Wroxham
:also appear accident-prone. One fell into the dustbin and another had a foolish
tendency to leave its tail outside the hiding place when seeking shelter.
Against all these our Watton correspondent says that for the first time ever he did
not see a single specimen all year.
Brown rats Rattus norvegicus were once common on Breydon, but are now seen
far less frequently. At two mid-county sites they were frequent early in the year but
'Scarce later. It does depend on local circumstances for one Edgefield source says they
were very abundant. Present
but not many
from Corpusty strikes a reasonable

—

—

^balance!

The problems of

early 1988 in

West Norfolk are not anticipated
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in

any 1987

Three Mouse Species

5km
the

in

Norfolk

square distribution maps based on information received from contributors to
Report, 1974 to 1987.

Mammal

a)

Wood Mouse
Apodentus sylvaticus
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eports. We hope to receive enough information to document the
large numbers
found in spring ’88 in the next annual edition.
A Snettisham colony exemplifies the cunning and adaptability of the species.
Three baits were left untouched but a pheasant hanging from a string in the shed was
ittacked by a trapeze artist rat” that travelled along the rafter and down the string
ko de-crop the bird and probably feed from the grain still contained there.
One large rat seen by the public waste tip in Norwich was just where we would exp^ect to find it. The riverside walk nearer the city centre seems a less likely location
till
we look round to see the rough ground and maze of old and new buildings, footings
md foundations nearby.
.

(CARNIVORA
IHow much depends upon the pure chance of being
ime? One contributor who needs must make many

in the right place at the right

night-time journeys has never
road in fourteen years. For others its become
ilmost a routine occurrence. Along the western fringe of the greater Norwich area,
Hellesdon and Costessey both seem to be well populated from the reports that have
u-ome in and travellers’ tales of sightings at night. Seen at Horsey Mere, abundant in
jBBreckland and a growing problem at Breydon where their impact on other species
fias already been mentioned.
A strange tale is of an excellent view of a fox sunning itself only 20 metres or so
jitway from the carcase of a dead one shot some two weeks previously. It would
aippear that the deterrent effect has been over-rated!
Information passed on from a keeper says there were no earths in Fox’s Covert at
hHockham for the first time in 25 years. The new by-pass cuts through that part of the
*vood. The site will be watched with great interest to see what happens in the future.
At Little Lodge Farm a fox was seen to play with dried leaves in the wind and then
ake itself off to sit on a tree stump and watch the traffic passing along the Brandon
Rload.
Otters Lutra lutra proved either extremely elusive or very scarce during the year.
[Only three reports were received and one of them from the Waveney was only a
roossible identification after a road death. Very definite was the footprint found at
llhe other end of the county which had picture-book clarity. The increasing threat of
encroachment and disturbance of otter territories is of great concern. It is a problem
jlhat is bound to become more and more severe as the population of our region grows
Bit such a rapid rate and more developments push out into the relative wild.
Badgers Meles meles are not so far ranging though they still demand their
1

s

ieen a fox Vulpes vulpes crossing the

i

I

:.

feeding and constructing their setts. Intensive land management
not badger-friendly. In spite of all, we continue to include the species on our list.
fOne of the best monitored setts in the mid-Norfolk group showed much activity for
most of the year 1987. During late autumn all the sett entrances were blocked,
piresumably by earth-stoppers of the local hunt. By the end of the year only four had
boeen re-opened. Spring saw work gradually resume and by the 1st March 1988 all the
srpecialist habitat for
i'S

had been cleared.
The stoat Mustela erminea is, as usual, the most frequently recorded carnivore
und anecdotes abound. One crossed the road at Millington in July carrying a small
viairless creature, an item of prey or young being moved to another situation. Stoats
ire normally born in April and May.
Stories are often told of stoats’ persistence and determination in taking prey and
f

intrances

i

165

young or suitable cover. Its not always so. A vole was dropped in
front of a cyclist at Holme and during June one of the guardians of the Stilts there
saw a stoat kill a young rabbit after a long chase. Half-way up the sloping bank two
very large rabbits confronted the killer which dropped its burden and took flight,
chased by the two belated minders. A female stoat foraging in the dense grassland to
the west of Norwich failed to penetrate one of the tussocks, rolled over on her back
to rest awhile before resuming her hunt. At Barningham in October one was seen
sporting a white collar but Brisley, Hockham, Wood Rising and Bradenham saw

dragging

it

to their

individuals in ermine.

An

from the Sweet Briar Meadows area outside Norwich
have been submitted, including an account of a Weasel Mustela nivalis carrying a
dead duckling in its mouth. After several attempts to by-pass the observer standing
on the disused railway line, it dropped its prey and moved off. After examination,
the duckling was left on the track and the Weasel nipped back to carry it off.
A sad tale from Edgefield where a Weasel circling the lawn was found to have a
fractured skull. The cause was unknown but it could have been a traffic accident.
More mysterious was the dead Weasel found on paving stones at Hardingham in
October three days after the great storm, that most significant reference point of the
year. No damage could be found on the body.
Tracks of both Weasel and Stoat were found in the snow at Belton early in the
year. Both species appear to have gone on to a very successful season.
An American Mink Mustela vison was seen on the embankment beside the railway
a mile outside Norwich on the Wymondham line. The Wensum at Ringland provided
two observations on the same September morning for a correspondent who visits the
area regularly. He saw Mink there nearly a decade ago but never since. The few
references that come in suggest a small population along that river which make very
little

interesting set of notes

impact.

We

hope

to be able to publish a fuller account of

Mink

in

Norfolk

in a future edi-

tion of this report.

CETACEA
Common

Porpoises Phocoena phocoena were seen off Holme in September and
Hunstanton in February, August and October. All these were ones and twos but
three were seen north of Scolt on 17th July. Records show a steady decline in
sightings over the years which surely reflects the state of all cetaceans and not just
this species. This statement is not negated by the fact that the first Common Dolphin
Delphinus delphis on the card for several years was reported from Scolt Head on
10th September.
The standard of observation on the other hand continues to rise and this is exemplified by the report of two Pilot Whales Globicephala melaena seen off Paston
23rd September. The report include a full description of all the diagnostic features of
the animals and compares them with a check list of all likely alternatives. There can
be no doubt over the final decision and the whole is a model of careful recording.

PINNIPEDIA
Common

Seals

Phoca

vitulina

popped up

to

add

watchers and walkers were visiting coastal reserves.
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interest to the
It is

days when bird-

often a story of mutual in-

eerest

and

curiosity.

vScolt all featured in

Holme, Thornham, Titchwell, Blakeney and the odd one
such incidents.

at

Two

very similar sightings occurred well inland.
BSuckenham is about 16 miles from the sea. On the 21st November a seal was watched
ivOr some time as it basked on the opposite river bank. The sighting was confirmed by
lanother couple who had been out looking for Bean Geese, but instead spent about an
hiour watching what must have been the same animal.
Brandon Stanch, where the river and boundary twist and turn, is just inside the
It was there that a very close encounter took place between a seal matching
I ;ounty.

and the observer who first thought it was a skin diver as it broke surace. The dogs accompanying her totally ignored it.
Common Seals continued to live up to their name round our coast. Grey Seals
Halichoerus grypus inevitably had to contend with their now regular major prot'Dlems. There were seen off the east coast, Thornham Point, Morston and one was
jcound dead at Titchwell. The 28 at Horsey on the 21st April were the “most I’ve seen
Ithere for years”. (PA)
(the ‘photofit’

A\RTIODACTYLA
Whilst the main herd of Red deer Cervus elaphus maintains itself in Thetford Forest
ind should continue to do so, the focus of attention has turned to the northern,
S

whence more frequent sightings are being reported. As the small
'roups of deer move from place to place in a more densely populated district they are

Wensum
?

Forests,

nore likely to be noted.
The star must be a 12-pointer seen for a moment near Edgefield. Hickling has had
ts small herd for some time and it was on 30th March that they were seen to have
eturned. A hind with two juveniles were observed in July. If they are left unharrass;d their future looks to be set fair.
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Fallow deer

Dama dama

left

signs of their foraging in the

Newton woods and Dersingham Bog produced

a

much

Sandringham

— West

larger beast than the elusive

micro moth.

A

‘beautiful beast’ left a startled driver

no time

to brake

when

the road within the Western Forests and missed his car by a

a doe leapt across
mere 10 feet. Deer and

we have so few actual contacts.
Roe deer Capreolus capreolus fill their record card most completely and

drivers are fortunate

indication of relative numbers. Thetford Forest and

many

sectors of

is is

Wensum

a fair

Forest

hold what is probably their full quota though few beasts are seen by casual visitors.
Most records come, in fact, from deer straying outside their expected areas. One
such was the individual just outside the boundary of East Dereham. Another was the
single Roe deer seen in the very centre of Drayton during a pre-Christmas Saturday
shopping morning. In spite of the busy crowds very few people noticed it!
The usual modest return was received on Chinese Water deer Hydropotes inermis
though the card is slightly fuller than the norm. The most impressive group was at
Catfield where 12 were found together on wheat stubble.
Two deer swimming in Cockshoot Broad gave a visiting party cause for excitement
and on the Wheatfen
Rockland Marshes at 4 o’clock on a bright May afternoon
the fleeting glimpse of a disappearing deer lead to the discovery of numerous small
paths running through the reeds by fen/carr woodland.

—

A

Muntjac Muntiacus reevesi was seen

in

Lingwood

village

moving from one

garden to another. Another was noted on Belton Marshes for the first time. Thetford Naturalists’ Society records show relatively few in the summer when most people are out walking. Perhaps too many people are out and about and the deer feel
more settled during the quieter seasons. Whatever the reason, there is no doubt that
this, our tiniest deer, continues to increase in numbers and to become more
widespread.
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