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*The NORFOLK NATURALISTS TRUST, the first of its
kind in Great Britain, was founded in 1926 for the purpose of
acquiring by purchase or gift, those properties in Norfolk and on
the Suffolk border, requiring protection as nature reserves, and to
hold these in perpetuity. Amongst the properties now administered
are Hickling, Barton, Ranworth and Surlingham Broads, Cley
Marshes, and parts of Breckland. A full list of Trust properties
appears on page 192.

Details of membership may be obtained from the Secretary,
4 The Close, Norwich, Nor 16P (Telephone: 25540).

*The NORFOLK & NORWICH NATURALISTS SOCIETY
was founded in 1869. Monthly meetings are held between
October and April and between May and September excursions
are arranged to areas of natural history interest on the coast,
Broads, heaths and woodlands. The Society publication I7ans-
actions of the Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society, containing
papers and notes relating mainly to the natural history of Norfolk,
is supplied free to members. Normally, two parts of Transactions
are published annually, one of these being the Norfolk Bird & Mam-
wmal Report.

Details may be obtained from the General Secretary, Chalet
72 Wymondham College (Telephone: Wymondham 3285).
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Norfolk Bird Report
1963

INTRODUCTION

THE Council of the Norfolk Naturalists Trust, in co-operation with
the Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society, is pleased to present
to members the annual report on the birds of Norfolk.

For the last time we acknowledge the wealth of material
received annually since 1949 from Cley Bird Observatory which
was most regretfully dissolved at the end of the year.

The Year: The Arctic weather with biting casterly winds and
exceptionally severe frosts which set in at Christmas 1962 continued
for ten long weeks cansing many casualtics. Under such exceptional
conditions great numbers of wildfowl reached Norfolk, particularly
sawbills and other diving “hard-fowl”. Just before the end of the
long frost as many as 4-5,000 wigcon and as many mallard were
feeding on frozen grass in Holkham Deer Park. They left March 7th.

In addition to 48 bean, 500 white-fronted and 28 pink-footed
geese in East Norfolk, at least 3 and possibly 4 lesser white-fronts
were identified. Whooper and mute swans died on the rivers and
Broads, herons and bitterns perished and water-rails were among
the first to die. Eleven water-rails were found dead on the saltings
between Blakeney and Morston; on the tide-line at Wells on three
occasions water-rails were seen attacking dunlin and knot. On
Jan. 30th a water-rail there was disturbed from the corpse of a
freshly dead dunlin on which it had undoubtedly been feeding.
Water-rails at Hoveton were reported feeding on the corpses of
coypus. At Surlingham, a httle owl killed a water-rail on the
frozen fen.

Many moorhens were crippled by the encrusting of their
plumage at night when they were slecping. At Surlingham ex-
tremely weak moorhens sat down to feed in a garden among
blackbirds and thrushes. The survivors, however, enjoyed a highly
successful nesting season and some nests contained as many as
16 eggs. Kingfishers were very badly hit and only one successful
nest was reported. Wrens were frozen to death on the very coldest
nights and at the end of the year showed little sign of recovery.
Over 40 wrens roosted in a nest box at Weston Longville during the
height of the hard weather and there were other reports of up to 15
roosting together. At Wymondham College wrens roosted inside
the glass wool insulation of the overhead hot-water system, but
none survived there. Tree crcepers became scarce but, rather
surprisingly, a number of long-tailed tits survived. Fortunately,
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the snowfall was not heavy and bearded tits were able to keep alive
by feeding on reed seeds.

Town gardens were invaded by exceptional numbers of
redwings, fieldfares and blackbirds. Many existed on spoiled apples
left over from the bumper harvest of 1962. Redwings even foraged
beneath the stalls at Norwich fruit market. Others were not so
fortunate and the majority of a flock of redwing which took refuge
in a spinney at Taverham were found dead beneath the trees at
New Year. Up to a hundred redwing were found dead in roosts at
Stiffkey and Sculthorpe. In the spring it was found that small
rookeries were deserted and larger ones much reduced, doubtless due
to winter losses.

At Holme Observatory, a kestrel attacked a woodcock in
flight, knocking it to the ground unharmed. Water-rails fed on dead
birds under the windows of The Firs and one, which was cornered,
was found to have its belly feathers encased in ice. It was thawed
out and fed on mealworms, accepting these fearlessly from one'’s
fingers.

Cley Observatory log lists several dead little grebes and
comments that many moorhens starved to death; several woodcock
which arrived there in severe weather between Jan. 8th and 20th
perished from starvation. Redshank numbers were decimated
and they remained scarce throughout the year at Cley (as in many
other places). The winter hordes of wood pigeons were reduced by
starvation and intensive shooting. At least 2 green woodpeckers
were known to have died at Cley and by mid- Jan. the only redwings
there were dead ones. Fieldfares were reduced to a pitiable con-
dition at Cley and had to content themselves with pecking frozen
carrots in the fields. So feeble did they become that many, clustering
round a water hole in the ice of a marsh dyke, were blown in by the
bitter east wind and drowned. But for the many windfall apples
lying in the orchards from the previous autumn the mortality
would have been much heavier.

Many woodcock died and several fed in salt water among knot
and dunlin at Wells, Stiffkey and Burnham Overy. At Morley, a
cat brought home 5 starving snipe on the night of Jan. 21st. At
Breydon, there were heavy casualties among waders, particularly
redshank, dunlin and knot. Great crested grebes suffered too.

In addition to the bitter cold, sea and shore birds had to
contend with oil pollution which was severe. At Sheringham many
guillemots became casualties, together with razorbills, gulls,
scoters, scaup, cormorant, dunlin, redshank, sanderling, turnstone
and oystercatcher.

Other cold spell records appear in the sections covering the
Reserves, Observatories and special areas.

Noteworthy I'eb. observations included a black-bellied dipper
at Aylsham water-mill and a snow goose on the coast and in the
Fens. In March pride of place must go to the great bustard found
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dead at South Creake on 28th. There had been a remarkable
influx of great bustards in Belgium some weeks earlier and a flock
of 13 to 16 was seen at Beigem from Feb. 9th to March 7th. Apart
from a single bird in Nov. 1956, these were the first great bustards
recorded in Belgium since 1940.

April surprises were kite and Kentish plovers at Cley and
hoopoes at Saxthorpe and Lang Mere. Further Kentish plovers
passed through Breydon and Holme in May when there was a
hoopoe at Holme and Hunstanton and a red-spotted bluethroat at
Horsey. A passage of black terns took place at the end of May
continuing until June 6th.

June was an exciting time at Holme with icterine and wood
warblers, and very late redwing and firecrest. At Melton Constable,
a brambling was in full song on 17th. A kite passed over East
Wretham on 25th. 1,280 pairs of Sandwich terns and 1,900 pairs of
common terns nested on the coast. Herons showed a sad decline,
only 181 pairs nesting compared with 360 in 1962 and 430 in 1961.
Black redstarts nested at Yarmouth and Norwich, but no young
are known to have been reared. In the Broads, over 60 pairs of
bearded tits bred, but no harriers. Tive pairs of little ringed
plovers summered and common sandpipers nested at Thompson
Water.

The collared dove continued to spread in the county. By 1963
it was breeding in at least 25 of the 40 counties of England, in 4
counties of Wales and in §, and probably 13, counties of Scotland
and in 4 counties of Ireland (see Brifish Birds, Vol. §7, p. 170).
The wood pigeon campaign continued and 79,881 nests containing
66,109 eggs and 26,263 young were reported destroyed. 14,689
adult pigeons were claimed as killed.

July surprises were stilt sandpiper at Wisbech S.F., grey
phalarope in red summer plumage at Blakeney and Mediterranean
black-headed gull and Alpine swift both at Cley. During Aug. a
little bittern was at Barton Staithe and hoopoe at Santon. An
“‘escaped’” sacred ibis was at Breydon and Wisbech S.F.

North American waders have been an almost annual feature
since 1947 when a solitary sandpiper appeared at Cley/Salthouse,
followed by pectoral sandpipers there in 1948 (3 birds), 1950 (2),
1952, 1954/3, 1957 (3), 1960 (2), 1961 (3) and 1962. White-rumped
sandpipers were recorded at Cley 1948 and 1961; semi-palmated
sandpiper in 1933, spotted sandpiper and dowitcher in 1957 and
buff-breasted sandpiper in May 1964. Wisbech S.I., too, has shared
in these visits from long distance travellers with pectoral sand-
pipers 1955/6, 1960/1, 1962 (2) and 1963; a white-rumped sandpiper
in 1955 and the stilt sandpiper and dowitcher this year. Single
dowitchers have been identified at Scolt Head in 1950 and 1954.

An autumn feature was the first major early Sept. drift since
1958. Among the rarities at this time were barred warblers, ortolans,
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and a dozen red-breasted flycatchers. Other Sept. highlights
included a dowitcher at Wisbech S.F., Alpine swift at Horsey and
hoopoe on Blakeney Point. An Indian purple gallinule which
appeared at Hickling towards the end of Sept. almost certainly
escaped from Cromer.

Mid-Oct. storms made sea-watching very rewarding, par-
ticularly for skuas and all 4 species were observed. Oct. 20th
brought an Arctic warbler to Cley and a yellow-browed warbler
to Holme. The latter Observatory had another surprise a week
later when a Pallas’s warbler appeared, with others at St. Catherine’s
on 27th, at Dungeness and St. Agnes on 31st and at Walberswick
Nov. 16th. Another yellow-browed warbler was identified at
Holkham Nov. 3rd when a considerable irruption of waxwings
began. A hundred waxwings had assembled at Weybourne by the
11th. At the end of the year as many as 85 shore-larks were at
Salthouse. Impressive herds of Bewick’s swans passed through
Norfolk on 21st and again on 26th.

239 full species were recorded in the county during the year.
Unusual nest sites included a blackbird’s on top of cricket net posts
stored horizontally at a North Walsham school; the young hatched
successfully. At Thetford, a blackbird nested in a cell at the Police
Station and at Blakeney a pair nested on the top step of a step-
ladder inside a shed. A nest containing eggs of both pheasant and
mallard was found at Surlingham. At Scoulton, swallows reared
2 broods in the bedroom of an occupied house; the nest was built
on the window pelmet. Yarmouth collared doves chose unusual
sites and one nest was in a cotoneaster on the wall of a house in the
town centre. Two pairs of collared doves nested successfully at the
top of 20-foot telegraph poles 150 yards apart; the nests were
supported between the telegraph wire insulators.

Road casualties over a five-mile stretch of the A47 between Great
Yarmouth and ‘“‘Stracey Arms’ totalled 62 birds, as follows: 25
moorhens, 2 fieldfares, 4 rooks, 15 black-headed gulls, 2 common
gulls, single reed bunting and redstart, 8 house sparrows, 2 black-
birds and 2 lapwings. The road was covered twice weekly through-
out the year.

Toxic Chemicals: Special attention is drawn to the fourth report
of the B.T.O. and R.S.P.B. on “The risks to bird life from chlorina-
ted hydrocarbon pesticides”. Between Sept. 1962 and July 1963
484 bodies of 80 species of birds suspected of being contaminated
by chlorinated hydrocarbon pesticides were sent to R.S.P.B.
Garden and insectivorous birds now head the list of species involved,
with increasing casualties amongst such water birds as great crested
grebes and herons.

Acknowledgments: We are indebted to R. A. Richardson for the
cover drawing of black-tailed godwits and for other illustrations;
also to H. A. Hems and R. Jones for photographs; to Cley and
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Holme Bird Observatories; to the Norfolk Naturalist Trust wardens
at Cley/Salthouse (W. I'. Bishop) and at Hickling (E. Piggin and
G. E. Bishop); to R. H. Harrison (Scroby and Breydon); to P. R.
Allard (Breydon area); to the National Trust (Blakeney Point);
to the Nature Conservancy (Scolt Head); to G. Crees (Horsey); to
Cambridge Bird Club (particularly G. M. S. Easy); to Great
Yarmouth Naturalists Society (light-vessel notes); to Trinity House
Depot at Great Yarmouth; to D. R. Andrews for valuable assistance
and to all other contributors.

Recording: Records for the 1964 Report should be sent by the end of
January to Michael J. Seago, 33 Acacia Road, Thorpe, Norwich,
Nor 71T. Contributors are requested to submit notes in Check-list
order (giving serial numbers based on the 1952 B.O.U. Check-list)
using separate sheets for distinct areas (e.g. the Breck, Fens and
Wash). In order to minimise the work involved, records will not
normally be acknowledged. The names of all contributors will be
included in the Report. Tt is requested that records of rarities should
be reported to the Editor (telephone Norwich 34351) without delay.

Recent Publications: Attention is drawn to the following affecting
Norfolk: ‘“‘Blakeney Point and Scolt Head Island” (The National
Trust, 1964); “Icelandic Black-tailed Godwits in the British Isles”
(British Birds, Vol. §6, pp. 233-237); “‘Further Notes on the spread
of the Eider in Gt. Britain” (British Birds, Vol. 56, pp. 273-285);
“Past and present status of the Wryneck in the British Isles’ (Bird
Study, Vol. 10, pp. 112-132) and “‘Status of the Kittiwake in the
British Isles” (Bird Study, Vol. 10, pp. 147-179).

Scroby Sands

The first landing was made June 9th when 110 Sandwich
terns’ nests and 180 common terns’ nests were counted. A few
common terns’ eggs had hatched and eleven chicks were ringed.
A hundred kittiwakes were present. A second visit June 13th
resulted in 51 common and 4 Sandwich tern chicks being ringed.
A small colony of 6 little terns’ nests was found, but these later
disappeared.

Strong north-westerly winds and high tides June 18th caused
some damage to both chicks and eggs. Fourteen common tern
chicks were found dead on the 27th but the large colony of 160
Sandwich terns’ eggs remained intact. A further landing June
30th revealed many fresh clutches of common terns’ eggs, while
Sandwich terns’ nests remained at about 160 although 40 chicks
had been ringed. A party of 4 black terns headed south July 4th.
On July 14th a number of terns’ nests of both species still had eggs;
kittiwakes had increased to 300.
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A final summer visit was made July 30th when a few common
terns’ nests still contained eggs. A great many juvenile common
and Sandwich terns had, however, reached the free flying stage.
Despite a generally wet and cold summer and the set-back June
18th, 1963 was one of the best nesting seasons for the terns since
records began in 1947. A total of 304 young was ringed: 185 com-
mon and 119 Sandwich terns.

A winter trip discovered quite 200 cormorants resting on the
island December 26th.

4 Sl =) EZXS e

Breydon Water

January: White-fronted geese reached peak numbers in the first
week with 500 on Halvergate marshes, but with such severe
weather this company broke up and flocks of between 50 and 100
roamed the frost-scorched marshes. The levels at Halvergate,
Berney Arms and Tunstall were particularly favoured. Others
fed on recently reclaimed marshes adjoining the lower Bure. 120
white-fronts alighted on the estuary to drink on 12th and on 19th
9 were feeding on a salting by the frozen Bure. Up to 28 pink-footed
geese spent the month on their usual Bure marshes where they were
joined by 2 brents on 26th.
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The bean geese normally wintering higher up the Yare valley
roamed far and wide in search of food; 40 at Halvergate on 12th
were in company with 250 white-fronts and 19 beans were feeding
on barley stubble at Reedham FFeb. 9th. A herd of up to 62 mute
swans collected in the Yare close to Yarmouth Haven Bridge
during the cold spell. They were fed daily.

I'irst casualtics amongst the waders were noted on 22nd
when several dead redshank were found. By 26th with almost the
whole of Breydon sealed under a layer of ice, the following were
found dead: 71 redshank, 29 dunlin, 14 knot, 2 curlew, 13 pintail,
7 sheld-duck, mute swan, 4 black-hecaded gulls, 2 common gulls,
herring gull, greater black-backed gull and starling. Many of the
surviving waders were pitifully weak and sheld-duck had become
completely fearless. Very few live redshank remained by the end
of the month.

A lierd of 52 Bewick’s swans arrived on Sth with 11 on 12th
and 18 on 18th. Sawbills included 16 smew (7 drakes), 2 drake
goosanders and 9 mergansers all on 12th. More smew appeared
on open stretches of the lower Bure: largest party was 14, including
3 drakes, on 27th. 6 goosanders were seen here on Sth. 6-8 smew
were at Berney between 13th and 15th. Common scoters were
nofed whilst 62 scaup on 12th increased to 116 by 29th. Up to 120
tufted duck, 53 pintail, 16 goldeneye, 13 pochard, 400 wigeon, 68
shoveler and 470 sheld-duck were noted. On 27th at dusk 230
pochard headed west high over Wickhampton marshes.

Other interesting records included 245 coot, 5 great crested
grebes, 250 snow buntings, odd Lapland buntings, kingfishers till
12th, 2 bearded tits at Berney on 12th with 6 on 15th and 5 hooded
crows. Starving dunlin were on the quayside by Yarmouth Town
Hall on 23rd.

February: Arctic weather conditions brought more wildfowl. 11
brent geese joined 200 sheld-duck, up to 4 mergansers, 14 goos-
anders and 3 smew, 138 scaup, 234 tufted, 20 goldeneye, 58 pintail
and 1,000 wigeon were recorded. 352 Bewick’s swans came in on
17th and 11 Bewick’s and 8 whoopers were present on 24th; up to
7 great crested grebes remained. 3 short-eared owls were watched
on 24th, up to 13 Lapland buntings and 22 twites were seen.

No redwing remained and only one party of fieldfares was
reported. On the lower Bure, on 10th, 12 goosanders and 9 smew
including 2 drakes were found and 5 drake goldeneye were there
on 17th with 20 (8 drake) goosanders. At Berney on 10th a large
flight of 650 snow buntings passed over.

March: With the welcome thaw the white-fronted geese re-united
and a gaggle of 450-500 was present till at least the 13th; 200
white-fronts headed seawards on 14th and the last 5 were recorded
on 23rd. 19 pink-feet were present till the 8th at Halvergate.
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Surprises included glaucous gull at the Bure entrance on 8th, 2
slavonian grebes on the lower Bure on 7th and grey wagtail on
15th.

Wild swans were again in evidence with 11 Bewick’s and a

whooper on 3rd, 6 Bewick’s on 8th and up to 9 whoopers till the
14th. 70 scaup and 80 tufted still remained on 2nd and a drake
smew was on the lower Bure on 2nd and 7th, with 10 goosanders
and 15 goldeneye there on the latter date. 2 smew and 14 goos-
anders were on the lower Waveney on 4th. Other wildfowl included
8 common scoters on 3rd, 2 drake mergansers on 7th, 600 wigeon,
48 pintail, 180 teal and the first garganey on 14th. 11 hooded
crows were watched on 18th with 2 jack snipe next day, Lapland
bunting on 7th and snow bunting on 23rd.
April: Most notable was a buzzard on 3rd, spoonbill on 13th and 2
avocets on 8th. The first 4 whimbrel arrived on 18th with 9 on
27th when 24 bar-tailed godwits came in. Single spotted shank were
noted on 13th and 20th, 5 greenshank on 21st, 70-80 golden
plover and 21 sanderling on 17th. A water-rail was on Duffel’s
Rond on 8th, hooded crows stayed till the 8th, first swallows
appeared on 13th, with yellow wagtail on 17th and white wagtail
on 19th.

May: 20 species of waders passed through including a Ientish
plover and 8 black terns on 26th. Bar-tailed godwits were present
almost daily till the 18th with 50 on 11th and 53 on 7th. 3 black-
tailed godwits stayed briefly on 4th and a little stint was noted
on 15th. 42 whimbrel were present on 16th, up to 7 greenshank
passed through between 5th and 31st, with single spotted shank on
7th and 18th. Well over 300 ringed plover were seen, with turn-
stones, 34 sanderlings, 11 grey plover on 26th/27th and wood
sandpiper on 3lst. Ruffs, rather unusual in May at Breydon,
appeared on 6 dates with 3 on 3lst.

A Greenland wheatear was seen on 15th, a pair of common
scoters on 19th and a drake wigeon lingered till the 26th.
June: 2 spoonbills passed through on 2nd. Easterly winds resulted
in a number of late wader records with ruffs and reeves till 15th,
black-tailed godwit on 17th, greenshank till 17th, spotted red-
shank in ones and twos throughout the month, 15 grey plover on
3rd, whimbrel till 5th, 4 bar-tailed godwits on 11th, 2 wood sand-
pipers on 8th and 4 black terns on 1st.

The first whimbrel and green sandpiper had returned by
28th. Among breeding birds lapwing were well below average.
Only a very small number of redshank nested. On the north wall
marshes at least 3 pairs of shoveler nested. A gadwall’s nest
containing 9 eggs on May 18th is the first breeding record for the
Breydon area; unfortunately, the eggs were taken. Mallard had a
good season with broods 10 or 12 strong. 4 pairs of oystercatchers
nested on Breydon marshes, with a fifth pair in barley at Runham.
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The first brood of sheld-duck appeared May 26th and on June Sth
40 ducklings of varying ages werce being escorted by a single pair
of adults. A total of 100 young sheld-duck was counted later. No
short-eared owl’s nest was found. Barn owls bred successfully in
a Tunstall mill. 2 pairs of kestrels nested in old mills near Breydon.

July: Most interesting was a Montagu’s barrier heading west on
6th. A black tern passed through on 18th and a pair of wigeon was
present till the 8th with the drake staying on till 13th. The bulk
of the adult sheld-duck departed on 14th. A common scoter was
new on 22nd. As early as the 6th, 32 whimbrel were present with
a peak of over 50 between 12th and 18th. 6 black-tailed godwits
arrived on 8th with red curlew-sandpiper on 24th, an early grey
plover on 27th and 3 (later 5) greenshank {rom the 6th. Little terns
assembled as usual peaking at 34 on 18th.

August: Interesting events included a fulmar heading cast on 13th,
2 spoonbills which stayed from 5th to 1Hth, an avocet on 26th and
another Montagu’s harrier next day. A wood sandpiper arrived
on 10th but the only green sandpipers were 2 on 31st. Largest
wader numbers included 17 common sandpipers and 150 curlew on
31st, 35 oystercatchers on 24th, 38 whimbrel on 3rd, only 5 bar-
tailed godwits, 100 golden plover on 3l1st, spotted shank in ones
and twos, 6 greenshank, 5 ruffs, 8 curlew-sandpipers on 25th, 3
little stints on 29th and 4 black-tailed godwits on 6th.

A sacred 1bis put in an appearance on 19th. This undoubted
escape was reported ecarlier in Hunts, lLeics and Northants. At
the end of Aug. it returned to Northants before moving to Wisbech
S.I%. on 30th. Early wigeon returned on 10th, with a kittiwake
on 13th and short-cared owl on 31st.

September: Highlights were roseate tern on 13th and Ieach’s
petrel on 21st. Also notable were 2 marsh harriers on 7th/8th when
an influx of kestrels was noted, black tern on 7th with 3 next day
and 2 common scoters on 22nd. Whimbrel were recorded once
only: 19 passing through on 15th. Up to 15 bar-tailed godwits
(but no black-tails), 2-3 spotted shank and 5 greenshank were
reported; a little stint was identified on 8th.

Curlew-sandpipers were present in some numbers and on the
evening of the 13th their calls could be heard for minutes on end;
next day a party of 18 was watched. Other waders included 8
roffs and 22 grey plovers. Unusual numbers of gadwall were on
the marshes early in the month. The first Lapland bunting was
noted on 22nd. 36 pink-footed geese staved a week from the 28th.

A spectacular movement of hirundines was observed on 5th
for 45 minutes. They strecamed south almost at ground level
passing at the rate of at least 350 a minute. The majority were
swallows, with some sand martins and a few house martins.

October: The first 4 sheld-duck returned from moult migration on
6th when twites, jack snipe and snow buntings all arrived. A
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spotted shank was recorded on 12th, with 10 greenshank next day
and 5 greenshank and a late whimbrel on 20th. 89 grey plover had
assembled at high water on 22nd. Late curlew-sandpiper and
greenshank were recorded on 26th. A further 12 pink-feet came in
on 24th.

November: Wildfowl counts included 240 wigeon, 29 pintail, 18
shoveler, 20 gadwall and 12 scaup. A single brent arrived on 2nd
with 14 pink-feet on 17th when 3 Bewick’s swans were on the
Bure near Stokesby. Single greenshank were seen on 5 dates
including the 30th. A spotted shank was noted on 2nd and 45 grey
plover and green sandpiper next day. 10 Bewick’s swans were new
on 23rd. Woodcock arrived at dawn on 24th. Redshank remained
very scarce, but lapwing numbers were impressive. 3 short-eared
owls were hunting over the Bure marshes on 3rd. 25,000 black-
headed gulls were estimated roosting on the estuary on 9th. 2
Lapland buntings and 40 twites were seen on 3rd.

December: Surprises included an avocet from 7th to 15th, merlin
on 8th and peregrine from 15th to 27th. Up to 4 short-eared owls
could be seen together, a hen harrier appeared on Ist and a barn
owl was on Lock-gate farmhouse on 8th.

The 21st was notable for a Bewick’s swvan movement: a total of
106 crossed Breydon all heading north-westerly, the largest herd
totalled 55 birds. All were presumably heading for the Fenland
Washes. 3 Bewick’s were present next day with the remarkably
high total of 152 mute swans. 543 sheld-duck had collected towards
the end of the month with over 1,300 wigeon (the largest gathering
for several years), 29 scaup, 4 goldeneye, 38 pintail and 130 mallard.
Single smew and merganser appeared on 15th with § goosanders
on 8th (when 2 drakes on Bure near Stokesby) and 6 more on 27th.
Among the waders were 45 grey plover, 80 golden plover, green-
shank on 5th and ruff on 27th. Hooded crows were seen only in
ones and twos, 90 snow buntings arrived on 8th, Lapland buntings
increased to 17 on 22nd and the first 12 white-fronted geese came
on 7th. 252 white-fronts were at Halvergate by the 27th with 11
pink-feet. 5 brents were noted on 29th, when a red-throated diver
first seen on 21st was found dead. Another red-throated diver was
at Berney on 30th.

Cley and Salthouse

(Norfolk Naturalists Trust)

January: Many knot were passing west during the first cold week
and a whooper, 4 Bewick’s swans and 21 white-fronted geese were
on the marsh. An Iceland gull arrived on 2nd with 3 smew, the
latter increasing to 8 by 6th. An immature glaucous gull was scen
on 8th with 27 Bewick’s swans again next day, 3 mergansers and a
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merlin. On 13th 9 woodcock were noted, with bramblings, a smew,
10 mergansers and a collared dove. Tieldfares suffered appalling
casualties at this time. On 19th 32 Bewick’s swans and 14 whoopers
settled on the marsh.

Merlin and peregrine were noted on 21st with 8 shore-larks,
these staying until the 28th. Casualties at this period included
many otled auks and gulls. A water pipit was recorded. A great
grey shrike appeared on the heath on 23rd and by 27th many
hungry wigeon had arrived, with 2 pink-footed geese.

February: 7 pink-feet were present by 3rd and 6 smew (3 adult
drakes) arrived on 6th. An adult glaucous gull and hen harrier
featured on 9th, with 2 hen harriers on 13th and a male on 28th.
Shiore-larks pealked at 33 on 21st, while the 24th heralded the first
lapwings. The great grey shrike was still on the heath. At the end
of the month 2 whoopers, a Bewick’s swan and an Iceland gull
were to be seen. The large colony of bearded tits present towards
the end of 1962 was much reduced and only 6 pairs were present
at the beginning of the breeding season.

March: Easterly movements included 7 red-throated divers on lIst,
black-headed gulls on 2nd and skylarks till the 4th. 2 whooper
swans stayed till the 7th and 6 departed north-westward on 31st.
The great grey shrike remained throughout the month. 30 shore-
larks were recorded on 2nd with 16 at the end of the month. Ducks
increased with milder weather and included 1,000 wigeon, 600 teal,
500 mallard and smaller numbers of gadwall, shoveler and pintail.
37 Bewick’s swans were present on 8th; brent geese were departing
east next day when a sparrow-hawk was on the heath. A further 33
Bewick’s headed east on 13th with a further 49 on 23rd.

The first wheatear arrived on 13th. Chiffchaffs were singing
on 17th and the first garganey arrived on 19th. Westward travellers
on 24th included 3 hooded crows. The first Sandwich tern arrived
on 26th with 5 on 3lst.

April: A short-eared owl on Ist was joined by 2 more on 16th. A
drake scaup appeared on 3rd and the great grey shrike remained on
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the heath till 14th. A spotted redshank stayed 5th-26th when 2
others were noted. 9 crossbills and 20 siskins were at Walsey Hills
on 7th. An immature glaucous gull was new on 9th with another
on 13th/16th. Migrants on 10th included 6 ruffs, yellow wagtails,
swallows, buzzard and kite. House and sand martins were both
new on 11th, with 2 ring ouzels, a corn-crake and 6 whoopers next
day.

A male Kentish plover stayed 13th-18th. Also on 13th werc
male redstart, male marsh harrier, common and little terns. The
first nightingale was singing on 14th when 100 Sandwich terns
present. A male black-tailed godwit was in display-flight on 15th
when 3 black-necked grebes were observed, 2 staying till 18th.
First willow and sedge warblers arrived on 16th and male blue-
headed wagtails were seen on this date and on 20th. A sparrowhawk
was watched on 16th and next day common terns numbered 50
and a rough-legged buzzard was seen. The first swifts and 2 green
sandpipers, also an Arctic skua, were new on 18th. Spotted red-
shank, 2 black-tailed godwits and 5 garganey were present on 19th.
A little ringed plover stayed 19th-21st with a goosander next day.
First lesser whitethroat on 21st was followed next day by the first
whitethroat. A pair of hen harriers appeared on 23rd with a
black tern; 2 more black terns came on 24th. 3 ring ouzels were
recorded on 24th with a whimbrel while 25th brought 2 spotted
redshanks and the first Greenland wheatears by which time 200
Sandwich terns had assembled. The first turtle doves and reed
warblers arrived on 27th. 34 bar-tailed godwits appeared on 28th,
3 wood sandpipers on 29th and 10 fieldfares on 30th.

May: Displaying ruffs and reeves were a feature of the month with
peak numbers between 7th and 10th. 7 ruffs and 4 reeves put on
an exciting show during the second week displaying in full plumage
a short distance from the coast road almost every day of their stay.
Some remained throughout June. Garganey had increased to 9
by 4th with 3 black-tailed godwits; 20 whinchats arrived on 5th
with a west-bound marsh harrier and another little ringed plover.
Greenland wheatears were conspicuous 6th—7th with a heavy west-
erly passage of hirundines. Waders included 2 wood sandpipers.
2 greenshank, 8 whimbrel, a little gull and 2 marsh harriers were
new on 8th, the harriers remaining till 21st. On 9th an immature
peregrine was preying on waders and next day 2 spotted redshank
and 2-3 greenshank were observed. A buzzard was reported on 11th.

Garden warbler and black redstart came on 12th. Next day a
variety of birds included 50 Arctic ringed plovers, grey wagtail,
spotted flycatcher and 20 turtle doves heading west. A first
summer Mediterrancan gull stayed 15th—16th and the first nightjar
was heard on 17th. Interesting on 19th were avocet and little gull
while a sparrowhawk was seen next day. Between 22nd-24th
Greenland wheatcars were still present while Scandinavian wheat-
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ears werc cvidence of drift migration. A pied flycatcher was seen
on 25th; 10 wood sandpipers on 26th and 18 next day. 10 green-
shank passed east on 29th with 2 black terns on 3lst.

June: 10 black terns appeared on lst, a little gull on 2nd and an
avocet on 3rd. Waders on 15th included 2 spotted redshanks and
a wood sandpiper. On 21st stock and turtle doves were lheading
west. On 24th a spotted redshank was seen in summer plumage
and an osprey arrived next day. Wildfowl nesting on the marsh
included shelduck, mallard, shoveler, teal, gadwall and garganey.
Nesting yellow wagtails, little terns, ringed plovers and redshank
were all below normal. 7 pairs of common terns nested.

July: 5 ruffs (including a black one) and 2 wood sandpipers were
noted on 2nd; the osprey reappeared on 3rd when a brood of 7 young
wigeon was scen. A hobby was noted on 6th-7th, a summer
plumaged grey phalarope in Blakeney harbour on 13th and a black
redstart on 17th. A crossbill was westbound on 20th with an
immature Mediterranean gull and an Alpine swift next day. The
first juvenile lapwing headed west on 30th when another little gull
appeared. 7 garganey and 20 turnstones were noted on 3lst.

August: On 2nd Arctic skuas and a black tern were present; the
latter were recorded singly on several dates. Next day 50 bar-tailed
godwits, 4 ruffs and the first pied flycatchers appeared; crossbills
featured on this and subsequent dates during the month with 30 on
29th. Northern waders on 4th/5th included little stint, spotted
redshank, wood and green sandpipers and 2 adult curlew-sandpipers;
3 juvenile little gulls came with wheatears on 7th. 5 kestrels
arrived on 9th with 7 on 16th. 20 wood sandpipers and 15 green
sandpipers were on view on 12th and 3 spotted redshanks with 2
little stints on 16th. Kittiwakes headed east on 18th; also a great
skua. An influx at the Point on 19th included wryneck, wood
warbler, willow warblers, redstart, pied and spotted flycatchers.
By 22nd there were 2 wrynecks and a dotterel moved east on 24th.
Next day 10 spotted redshank headed west. 2 ortolans were at
The Hood on 28th with pied flycatchers and garden warblers; also
3 little gulls.

One wryneck remained on 29th when 20 fieldfares were noted
at Weybourne and on 30th, 50 pied flycatchers were on the Point
with another ortolan. At Cley there was another little gull. 2
Hippolais warblers on the Point on 22nd and 3lst were almost
certainly icterine arriving as they did with other Scandinavian
migrants.

September: On 1st came the heaviest fall of Scandinavian warblers,
chats and flycatchers since 1958 with 100 garden warblers, over 50
pied flycatchers and 2 wrynecks one staying till 6th. New arrivals
on 2nd included 2 black redstarts, 2 barred warblers, 4 little gulls,
























































































































































































































