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Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists’ Society Recorders

Mammals Terrestrial  Richard Moores, Horseshoe Barn, Halvergate,Norfolk, NR13 3AJ.
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Marine  Carl Chapman, Flat 5 Travers Court, Runton House Close, West  Runton,
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Email: liamsmithwildlife@gmail.com

Marine  Rob Spray & Dawn Watson, 1 Town Houses, Yoxford Rd., Sibton, 
Saxmundham, Suffolk, IP17 2LX. Email: hello@1townhouses.co.uk

Molluscs (Land)  Jake Stone, 2 School Cottages, Walnut Hill, Surlingham, NR14 7DQ.
Email: norfolkmolluscs@outlook.com
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 Moths  Jim Wheeler, Iveygreen, Town St., Upwell, Wisbech, PE14 9AD.
   Email: jim@norfolkmoths.co.uk

Beetles  Martin Collier, Brambly House, Common Road, West Bilney, King’s Lynn, 
          PE32 1JX. Email: norfolk.beetles@gmail.com  

 Grasshoppers & Crickets  David Richmond, 42 Richmond Rise, Reepham, Norwich, NR104LS.
         Email: richmond.42rr@btinternet.com

 Lacewings, Antlions, Alderflies, Snakeflies, Scorpionflies & Snow Flea
   Dave Appleton, 44 Eastgate Street, North Elmham, NR20 5HD.
   Email: norfolklacewings@gmail.com
 Aphids  Dr J I T Thacker, 38 Gladstone Street, Norwich, NR2 3BH.
   Email: jit@calopteryx.com

Dragonflies  Dr Pam Taylor, Decoy Farm, Decoy Rd, Potter Heigham, Gt. Yarmouth, 
NR29 5LX.  Email: pam.taylor@british-dragonflies.org.uk

Parasitic Hymenoptera  Graham Hopkins, 15 Matlock Road, Norwich, NR1 1TL.
   Email: graham@hopkinsecology.co.uk

Sawflies  Andy Musgrove, Tendaba, The Street, Shotesham, NR15 1YG.
   Email: andymusbubo@gmail.com
                 Bumblebees, Solitary Bees & Wasps  Tim Strudwick, 16 Beech Way, Brundall, Norwich,  
       NR13 5ND. Email: timstrud@tiscali.co.uk

Ants  Anna Jordan, Plough Cottage, Rhode Lane, Carleton Road, Norwich, 
NR16 1RQ.  Email: norfolkants@yahoo.com

Hoverflies  Tim Hodge, Belvedere Cottage, Horsey Corner, Horsey, Norfolk, 
NR29 4EH.  Email: tim.hodge@btinternet.com

Terrestrial Heteroptera (Land Bugs, excld. Aphids, leaf-hoppers etc.)
Position vacant

Froghoppers / Treehoppers and Leafhoppers
   Colin Lucas, 49 Mill Road, Beccles, NR34 9UT.

Email: colinbh@hotmail.co.uk
Other Insects Dr Tony Irwin, 47 The Avenues, Norwich, Norfolk, NR2 3PH.

Email: dr.tony.irwin@gmail.com

Spiders   Position vacant

Harvestmen  Vanna Bartlett, 10 Stannard Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7JD. 
Email: vannabartlett@gmail.com

Woodlice, Pseudoscorpions, Position vacant
Centipedes & Millipedes  

NB: Please check https://norfolknaturalists.org.uk/wp/recording/county-recorders/ for  updates                                               



Freshwater Invertebrates                               Dr Dan Hoare, Wheatfen Broad, Covey Lane, Surlingham, Norwich, NR14 7AL.   
                                                              Email: daniel.j.hoare@gmail.com
Marine Invertebrates (incld. Molluscs)    Rob Spray & Dawn Watson, 1 Town Houses, Yoxford Road,                                      
 Marine Algae (Seaweeds)                         Sibton, Suffolk, IP17 2LX.  Email: hello@1townhouses.co.uk
Galls                                                             Anne Hickley, 23 Biggin Hill Way, Watton, IP25 6NZ.
                                                       Email: anne@penguinofficeservices.co.uk

Vascular Plants            East Norfolk         Bob Ellis, Laurel Cottage, Clipped Hedge Lane, Southrepps, NR11 8NS.  
                                                                          Email: bob@elymus.net
                                         West Norfolk        Richard Carter, 67 Doddshill Rd., Dersingham, King’s Lynn, PE31 6LP.       
                                                                          Email: rcarter@rsk.co.uk

Mosses & Liverworts East Norfolk         Mary Ghullam, 5 Beech Drive, Cromer Road, North Walsham,           
                                                                          NR28 0BZ.  Email: mylia@btinternet.com
                                         West Norfolk        Julia Masson, Kestrels, Docking Road, Great Bircham, King’s Lynn,    
                                                                          PE31 6QP.  Email: jemnaturenet@gmail.com

Lichens                                         Robert Yaxley, The Gables, Gateley Road, Brisley, Dereham NR20 5LP.
                                                        Email: rob@wildfrontier-ecology.co.uk

Fungi                                             Dr Tony Leech, 3 Eccles Road, Holt, NR25 6HJ 
                                                        Email: tonyleech3@gmail.com

Other Taxa                                                   Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service, Community and Environmental                       
                                                        Services, 6th Floor, County Hall, Martineau Lane, Norwich, NR1 2DH.
                                                        Email: nbis@norfolk.gov.uk
Referee:
Charophytes                               Alex Prendergast, Bramble Cottage, Low Road, Tasburgh, NR15 1AR.
                                                        Email: mushroom_alex@hotmail.com
Special interest groups
NNNS Photographic Group:   C H Watson, 28 Spencer Close, Lingwood, Norwich, NR13 4BB.
                                                         Tel: 01603 714582   Email: charles.watson13@btopenworld.com

Other Special Interest Groups, although not part of the NNNS, have similar aims to that of the Society:
Norfolk Amphibian & Reptile Group: Steve Allain, 6 Mill Lane, Harbledown, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 8NU.
                                                                            Tel: 07472 235469   Email: steveallain@live.co.uk
Norfolk & Norwich Bat Group:  L Bilstone   Email: norwichbatgroup@gmail.com
Norfolk Flora Group: West Norfolk: S Harmer / R Carter, 67 Doddshill Rd., Dersingham, King’s Lynn,  PE31 6LP.
                                        Tel: 07711870553 / 07711870554   Email: sharmer@rsk.co.uk / rcarter@rsk.co.uk
                                       East Norfolk: R W Ellis, Laurel Cottage, Clipped Hedge Lane, Southrepps, NR11 8NS.
                                        Email: bob@elymus.net                                                     (www.norfolkflora.org.uk)
Norfolk Freshwater Study Group: Dr D Hoare, Wheatfen Broad, Covey Lane, Surlingham, Norwich, NR14 7AL.
                                       Tel: 01508 538157   Email: daniel.j.hoare@gmail.com
Norfolk Fungus Study Group: Dr A R Leech, 3 Eccles Road, Holt, NR25 6HJ.
                                        Tel: 01263 712282   Email: tonyleech3@gmail.com
Norfolk Lichen Group:  Robert Yaxley, The Gables, Gateley Road, Brisley, Dereham NR20 5LP.
                                                Email: rob@wildfrontier-ecology.co.uk

Norfolk Moth Survey: K G Saul, ‘Albion’, Main Road, Filby, Great Yarmouth, NR29 3HS.
                                        Email: kensaul@stone-angel.co.uk 
Norfolk Spider & Harvestman Group: D Shackleton (secretary) Email: mail@shacks.me.uk
Norfolk & Suffolk Bryological Group: East Norfolk: Mrs. M P Ghullam, 5 Beech Drive,  Cromer Road,
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West Norfolk: J E Masson, Kestrels, Docking Road, Great Bircham, King’s Lynn, PE31 6QP.
                                         Email: jemnaturenet@gmail.com



Moths New      & New(ish) to Norfolk                              Ollie Richings

Toad-in-the-hole...
The May edition of ‘Natterjack’ is again quite varied from new moths, 
some observed peculiarities of a common butterfly, shark egg-cases, 
the aerodynamics of a forked tail and many interesting encounters 
with the county’s birds. My thanks to all who have contributed and I 
hope many of you will send in your sightings and observations this 
summer. It may again be a hot summer so it is important to document 
any unusual behaviour or lack of wildlife as our climate changes.  One 
group that needs special attention are butterflies as many summer 
species may have suffered damaging population crashes due to the 
2022 drought.                                                 FF
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Lost Broom Pigmy Trifurcula squamatella
We have a small garden in Mundford, on the edge of Thetford Forest. I have 
been running regular moth traps in our garden since we moved here in August 
2019. Despite its small size, to date we have recorded over 550 species here,  
including scarce county species including Jersey Tiger Euplagia quadripunctaria 
and Narrow Lichen Bagworm Dahlica triquetrella. However, I never realistically 
thought I would find a county first in our back garden.

The night of 18th August 2022 was warm and muggy, with lows of 19.9⁰C. As I 
checked the trap one last time before turning in at 10:30pm, I noticed a 
Nepticulid resting on the frame of the trap. I potted it up and put it in the 
fridge for a closer look in the morning. On closer inspection the following 
morning, it was one of the plain Nepticulids, lacking a white fascia. Suspecting 
it would turn out to be something along the lines of Stigmella tiliae but know-
ing that it would need a genitalia examination (gen. det.) to confirm the ID, I 
placed it in the freezer to look at under the microscope when I got a chance 
and thought nothing more of it.

Moth dissection is a new skill that I taught myself in the summer (in fact this 
was the first Nepticulid that I have dissected). When I eventually got the speci-
men under the microscope, it soon became clear that it was not a Stigmella
species. I eventually narrowed it down to a Trifurcula species, and from what I 
could tell the genitalia were showing features of squamatella. However, my   
references were limited to the few preps I could find online on the Moth        
Dissection and Lepiforum websites. Given the rarity of the species not just    
locally (it having never previously been recorded in Norfolk) but nationally too 
(having only previously been recorded from a short stretch of the Suffolk coast-
line), I started to doubt my ID.



I contacted our County Recorder, Jim Wheeler, who kindly agreed to take a look 
at my images once he was back from holiday. Jim has a much more extensive 
library than I do, and on the 3rd September he was able to confirm that the 
shape of the gnathos and the length of the cornutus supported my initial ID. 
Trifurcula squamatella could now be added to the Norfolk list!

I have since been pondering the origins of the Mundford individual. Conditions 
on the night of the 18th were not typical for a classic moth migration event, 
and there was only 1 migrant in the trap that night (a single Pearly Underwing). 
Furthermore, Trifurcula squamatella is not a species known to wander far from 
its limited British range on the Suffolk coast since being rediscovered in 2008, 
so migration seems possible but unlikely. Another option is that a previously 
unknown colony is present in The Brecks. There is a significant stand of Broom 
(the presumed larval foodplant, although very little is known about the larval 
stage of the species) in Thetford Forest less than a kilometre south of my 
garden which could feasibly support a colony. Further fieldwork will be            
required to solve this mystery.

Dorset Cream Wave Stegania trimaculata
For an inland garden, we get a respectable range of migrant moths passing 
through. Never in great numbers, and nothing out of the ordinary. Until 
September 2022 that is!

The night of 7th September was warm and overcast, following on from a period 
of prolonged southerly winds - promising conditions for moth migration. Light 
rain in the early hours meant that I was out in the pre-dawn light closing the 
trap down ready to inspect the contents in the kitchen. As I approached the 
trap, I noticed a distinctive Geometer resting on the side of the trap which I did     

The micro that landed in the moth trap proved to be ‘new for Norfolk’ - Lost Broom Pigmy (adult 
left and gen. det. preparation right).   Images / Ollie Richings



not immediately recognise. I swiftly potted it up and placed it in the fridge to 
rest whilst I checked the rest of the trap.

The remaining catch included two Vestals and two Rush Veneers, so moth      
migrants had definitely reached Mundford overnight. I then went back to the 
mystery Geometer, which I was sure would be straightforward to identify. The 
pale ground colour made me think it was a Wave of some sort, and the two 
dark crosslines that angled back before thickening at the leading edge looked 
very distinctive. A quick flick through the field guide, and there it was -             
unmistakably a Dorset Cream Wave. Then the self-doubt kicked in, surely not a 
moth that rare this far inland. Was I missing something obvious? A quick tweet 
later, and our County Recorder Jim Wheeler confirmed that I wasn't going crazy, 
it was definitely a Dorset Cream Wave.

There are five previous records of Dorset Cream Wave in the UK - two from   
Dorset, one from Essex, one from South Yorkshire (which interestingly was also 
at an inland site) and one from Gorleston. The Gorleston record is a compli-
cated one from a Norfolk perspective - whilst located in modern-day Norfolk, 
from a moth recording point of view Gorleston is part of VC25 East Suffolk. So 
technically the Mundford record is new for the Norfolk Vice Counties but 
second for the modern-day county of Norfolk.

Unfortunately, we were unable to allow others to view the moth, as we were 
self-isolating to ensure that I did not miss the birth of our son because of Covid 
(who arrived the following day). We greatly appreciate the understanding 
shown by those who asked to view the moth.

The Munford  Dorset Cream Wave is the only second inland record                                                       
and the 6th UK record for the species      Image / Ollie Richings



Back around 2010 I began to notice batches of Large White butterfly, Pieris 
brassicae, eggs with the eggs ‘spaced out’.  In these batches the eggs were at 
least and often more than an egg’s diameter apart, whereas what I considered 
to be normal batches where the eggs were almost touching.  I mentioned this 
to a number of fellow gardeners or naturalists but received no helpful confirm-
ation or information.

In 2017 I was given a full set of “The Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Vari-
ation” (1890 – 2002) and as I idlely flipped through a selection of the copies on 
the tops of the piles in the boxes I noticed an article on the “Hazards of butter-
fly collecting, Ethiopia 1981 – Spare that bouquet”, a light hearted article that 
mentioned, in passing, that the females of the African Cabbage White, P. 
brassicoides, “laid her eggs in small evenly-spaced clutches”.  Some of these 
batches the author had collected on the food plant which constituted the   
bouquet.

Further down the piles of the journals I came across an article headed “Pupal 
spines of Pieris brassicae”, with illustrations.  According to the article these pupal 
spines do not seem to be reported very often, only a handful of times since 
1886 but widely spread from England and Sweden to Morocco and India.     
Several possible reasons for the occurrence of these spines were given by     
previous authors including the comment that the subspecies P. b. cheiranthi 
from the Canary Islands has pupal spines.

I checked a batch of hatched pupae, collected in 2002, in my collection and 
none had spines, just raised lumps, then had a look round the walls of my    
bungalow and found a further ten pupae of which two had small but distinct 
pointed tips to the raised sides of the thorax.  This occasional occurrence of two 
unusual features on this common species made me wonder whether more 
than one species were involved.

Since the Large White is a known migratory species I wonder if other closely   
related species, possibly from Africa, the Canary Islands or further afield could 
have migrated into Europe and establish a breeding population or interbred 
with our Large Whites.  Sadly there is very little detailed information about the 
immature stages of our common butterflies (or other insects).

In 2018 I again noticed some ‘spaced out’ eggs on one of my garden Brassica 
plants so I rubbed out all the other egg batches and left the caterpillars to grow 
up naturally, but my plans were thwarted as the wasps took all the caterpillars 
when about half grown.
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 Pieris brassicae  pupa - normal (side)

 Pieris brassicae pupa - spined (side)               
         Drawings / Robert Maidstone Pieris brassicae  pupa - normal and spined (top)
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In the November 2022 edition of Natterjack, Andy Musgrove gave news of a 
Great Green Bush-cricket heard stridulating at Burnham Deepdale at the end of 
the Society’s recording session at Deepdale Farm.  The cricket was heard from 
rank vegetation and brambles at about 6pm while he and Mark Collins were 
tidying up.  This location is well to the west of the previously known range of 
the species in the county and begs the question of how many others are out 
there?  The adult is notoriously 
difficult to see and its stridulation 
is usually restricted to the late    
afternoon and evening so that it 
easily slips beneath the radar of 
the more diurnal naturalist.       
Personal experience of the insect 
during a mid-June holiday in   
Dorset suggests that it might be 
easier to find in its immature 
stages, sunning itself on brambles 
or thistles anywhere within 
coastal scrub habitats.  Its stocky 
appearance and larger size dis-
tinguish it from Speckled Bush-
crickets which might use the 
same habitat.  Please be on the 
lookout for this species when you 
are out and about in Norfolk over 
the summer of 2023 so that we can better understand the distribution of this 
enigmatic species within the county.  Listen for its adult stridulation in the early 
evening from late July to September.  Records and preferably supporting      
photographs should be sent to the county recorder at
richmond.42rr@btinternet.com at the earliest opportunity.

 Late instar male nymph at St Olaves 
Image / Rob Murray

Great Green Bush-cricket David Richmond 

 A Spring ‘Hover’ Francis Farrow

Image / Francis Farrow

One of the earliest spring hoverflies is the bee mimic 
Cheilosia albipila. The males often visit Sallow and the 
females can be found around the Marsh Thistle rosettes 
where they lay their eggs. The female opposite was found 
on Beeston Common, 08/04/2023. These ‘hovers’ have 
distinctive orange antennae, which separates them from   
the similar C. grossa, which has black antennae.
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I was born possibly as far away from the sea as you can be in England. My       
fascination with anything marine started I’m sure when I watched Stingray – 
the original – as a child. Nine years ago my dream was realised when we moved 
to the West Norfolk coast. I started clearing rubbish off my local beaches from 
day one.

In August 2015 the BBC broadcast a programme called the ‘Big Blue’ in which 
there was an item featuring The Shark Trust’s citizen science project called the 
Great Egg-case Hunt. 40% of sharks and all skates lay eggs, and their egg-cases, 
known as mermaids purses, are often seen washed up on our beaches. This 
project involves collecting and counting those egg-cases. It was something we 
thought we could easily do alongside the beach cleaning and despite knowing 
nothing about egg laying sharks and skates we decided to become involved. 
Since then we have collected over 21,000 egg-cases.

On the coast of North and West Norfolk we have found the egg-cases of five    
species of skate and shark. The vast majority are from Thornback and Spotted 
Skates. We have also found egg-cases from the Small Spotted Cat Shark and 
rarely Blonde Skate and Nursehound. We collect the egg-cases, bring them 
home to soak them which means they regain their original shape and are easier 
to identify. We then photograph the egg-cases and send records to The Great 
Egg- case Hunt. The egg-cases are disposed of with beach rubbish as they have 
no secondary use. They do not break down nor serve any other purpose and if 
returned to the beach could be recounted.

Thornback Skate egg-cases have a capsule 
length of approx. 6-7cms and are square in 
shape with an obvious keel down each side.         
Incubation lasts 4-6 months. Spotted Skate 
egg-cases have a capsule length of 5-6 cms 
with no keels and are longer than they are 
wide. Incubation lasts 5-6 months. Both Thorn-
back and Spotted Skate egg-cases are laid at-
tached to the seabed by mucous filaments.

Small Spotted Cat Shark egg-cases are 5 – 7 
cms long  and the young are around 9-10 cms  
when they leave their egg-case having spent 5-
11 months approx. Incubating. These egg-cases 
have long tendrils at each corner to attach the 
case to sea weeds and vegetation underwater. Thornback Skate egg-case

The Great Egg-case Hunt Diane Westwood



Last July the UK recorded its highest temperature (40.3o C / 104.5o F) and 2022 was 
officially the warmest year ever recorded. Butterfly Conservation and the UK Centre for 
Ecology and Hydrology are concerned that some butterfly species will be greatly 
reduced in number this year. The 2022 drought will have affected the egg-laying and 
larval stages of many summer butterflies such as the skippers and ‘browns’. These 
butterflies predominantly need grass and would have struggled during their breeding 
period to have found any that was not dried up. 
Data gathered from monitoring schemes have 
shown the negative impact of drought on 
butterflies when in 1976 and 1995 some species 
subsequently failed to recover former abundance 
levels. Since those days further habitat destruction 
has put additional constraints on populations. It 
will be important to record your butterfly sightings 
this year around your local patch to try and 
identify the impact of last year’s exceptional 
conditions. The main hibernating species (Peacock, 
Small Tortoiseshell, Brimstone and Comma) have 
emerged and appear at least locally around 
Sheringham to be in good numbers, probably due to the fact that many would have 
gone into hibernation early when the hot weather struck.
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 I was luckily enough to feature on       
‘Winterwatch’ earlier this year discussing 
my obsession with egg-case recording. 
More information on the Great Egg case 
Hunt can be found at www.sharktrust.    
org/greateggcasehunt and the Shark 
Trust have a new app that allows findings 
to be recorded and has a useful ID guide.

Small Spotted Cat Shark egg-case         
Images / Diane Westwood

Butterfly  perturbation Francis Farrow

Spotted Skate egg-case

Small Skipper - one of the species of 
concern  following the 2022 drought.                    

Image / Francis Farrow

http://www.sharktrust.org/greateggcasehunt
http://www.sharktrust.org/greateggcasehunt
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 Forked Tails Hans Watson

The flight skill of birds has fascinated me since childhood days, watching in awe 
the effortless flight of Fulmars as they glided along cliff-tops, or the headlong 
dive of drumming snipe over the marshes near 
my home. I remember watching my first ever 
Buzzard soaring on a thermal whilst on a holi-
day in Wales, and it was obvious how those big 
broad wings and fanned tail made soaring so 
easy. It was also noticeable, that some groups 
of birds that depended on their flight skills to 
get a meal, had forked tails. Swallows, Martins 
and Swifts over the garden, and Terns on the 
coast, all agile fliers, had one thing in common 
- forked tails. Later in life, when I began to 
travel abroad, I noticed that other groups of 
birds that hunted on the wing, also had forked 
tails. The Kites, Frigatebirds, and Pratincoles, all 
very agile in flight, had forked tails. It certainly 
seemed that the agility of these birds in flight, 
was aided by their forked tail. But how could a 
tail with a bit missing in the middle, help.

These days, most puzzles can be resolved by 
searching for answers on the internet. I realised 
long ago, that I could not be the only person to 
wonder about the forked tails that many        
un-related species of bird possessed, and sure 
enough scientists have studied tail shapes. 
They found that forked tails give a high ratio of 
lift to drag when they are spread, and this 
helps when the bird is turning.

The results of this research seem to be very  
reasonable, and based on aerodynamic theory. However, Nature often con-
founds scientific theories. Anyone who has watched a Sparrowhawk, Hobby, 
Merlin or Peregrine hunting, will have noticed that they do not have forked 
tails, but are still supremely agile. In fact, Hobbies often catch Swallows, Martins 
and Swifts which DO have forked tails. And then there is the Spine-tailed Swift, 
which hunts efficiently on the wing and does NOT have a forked tail, and is the 
fastest swift of all.

Images / Hans Watson

Common Swift

Little Tern

Red Kite



Although recently some of the reserves I visit regularly have been very quiet, 
there has been plenty of wildlife along the coast.  My recent trip to Cley  still 
had lovely Snow Buntings on the beach which are one of my favourite birds. 
Now Spring is upon us other species 
are arriving.  Spoonbills flew in whilst I 
was watching the Long-billed       
Dowitcher also a Wheatear landed on 
the bank. Skylarks were singing and  
hovering above and six Pintails were 
feeding in the marsh.  I could hear and 
see Chiffchaffs and a Brimstone but-
terfly was flitting around. Toads were 
crossing the sandy paths and a Lizard 
was seen climbing at the edge of the 
reedbed whilst walking to the hides.  

It was a dull day and raining all morn-
ing on my last trip but it didn't 
dampen my enthusiasm.  I have often 
seen unusual species when the 
weather has been a bit of a let-down 
and this day was no exception.  My 
friends suggested we go back home 
through Sheringham as there had 
been reports of an Alpine Swift 
around.  Not sure if we would see it 

but it was there when we arrived!  How lucky were we!!  A way off, very high up 
and flying fast I didn't expect to get a photograph of it but managed a record 
shot.  This was a first for me.

Tichwell was so different, although it 
started out a frosty bright morning 
and the sun was shining it was very 
cold.  Wrapped up in my thermals 
walking along the beach was wonder-
ful.  So many birds along the shoreline 
feeding.  Oystercatchers, Godwits,  
Curlews, Dunlins, Sanderlings, Turn-
stones and many various gulls.  It was  
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Spring Birding Elizabeth Dack

Long-billed Dowitcher at Cley (above) and 
Alpine Swift at Sheringham (left).

Sanderling at Titchwell



Lovely watching the Sanderlings running along showing their reflections in the 
water left by the out-going tide.

Sculthorpe Moor always seems to have lots of woodland birds close to their 
hides using the feeders.  This is lovely for children to see birds close up.  The 

Bullfinches seems to be numerous 
there.  The males were stunning with 
their colours varying from a pinky   
salmon colour to a deep reddy          
orange. A lovely male and female 
Brambling also joined them.  Siskins 
were high up feeding on the seeds 
from the Alder cones and a Great 
Spotted Woodpecker was taking 
seeds and 

hammering them into the tree bark, stashing them 
for later.  I was surprised to see a Great White Egret 

in breeding 
plumage on 8th

March.

 Strumpshaw Fen, Buckenham Marshes and Hickling 
are my regular visiting sites. As usual lots to see, 
hundreds of Wigeon and Lapwings.  Several various visiting Geese.  Many 
Chinese Water Deer and often Barn Owls hunting over the marshes.  A few  
Redshanks have dropped in with Snipe.  
Male Marsh Harriers are flying around 
starting to display.  Mistle Thrushes 
were in the trees and Sparrowhawks 
and Kestrels out looking for a meal!   
We have so much wildlife in our county.  
I just love this time of the year.

Sparrowhawk

Chinese Water Deer seen at Strumpshaw 
and with young at Poringland.

15

Bullfinch

Great White Egret 
(left) and Great-
spotted Woodpecker 
(right) at Sculthorpe 
Moor

Images / Elizaabeth Dack
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 Out and about Tony Howes

The last few weeks have been decidedly changeable weather wise, nothing 
settled at all, so a few trips out into the Countryside were in conditions far from 
ideal, having to cope with strong, cold winds, and rain showers certainly 
lessens the pleasure of being out there.

Of course, there were a few days 
when the cloud cover was thin, 
and the light was good for camera 
work. One of those saw a friend 
and I taking a trip up to Cley, 
always interesting, with anything 
possible on the various pools. 
There were hundreds of Lapwings 

on the islands, along with 
Avocets, Brent Geese, various 
ducks, including Wigeon, 
Shoveler, and several Pintail, a 
very elegant bird. On our way 
home we called into ‘Cley Spy’ 
to see if the Long-eared Owl* 
was showing, we were in luck, 
there it was sitting right out in 
the open with not a single twig 
in the way, - perfect.

Strumpshaw Fen came up with a pair of Cranes flying over within minutes of 
my arrival there, they were heading down towards Buckenham, I thought I 
might encounter them later when I walked down there, but although they were 
seen to land right over near the rail line I couldn't find them. I was treated 
though to the sight (and sound) of many thousands of Pink-feet coming into 
the marsh, they circled, and landed out in the middle, an awe inspiring 
experience. And like the coast there were many hundreds of Lapwings out on 
the marsh. 

*A LEO found dead at Glanford 4th March was believed to be the same bird.

Male Shoveler taking flight at Cley

Long-eared Owl posing perfectly at ‘Cley Spy’ Glanford
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Locally, Thorpe woods have provided several encounters with Muntjac and Roe 
Deer, they still seem to be numerous despite the fact the woods are now totally 
surrounded by new housing estates.

A fine pair of males: Muntjac and Roe Deer encountered in Thorpe Woods

Cranes overflying Strumpsaw (top) and Lapwings (bottom) which were numerous this winter 
both at Cley and  Buckingham.

Images / Tony Howes
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Nature
Gallery

2023

Clockwise: Mistle Thrush & Treecreeper (18/01/2023) Kelling Paddocks - Karin & Steve 
Hale. Black Redstart (17/03/2023) Weybourne - Mark Clements. Cattle Egret & Alpine 
Swift (12/04/2023) Beeston Regis - Mark Clements. Woodlark (27/03/2023) Kelling 
Paddocks - Karin & Steve Hale.
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NNNS TRANSACTIONS - 100 years ago

1923

OWL AND CROW.—An interesting quarrel on a Breydon flat in January, 1923: a 
Short-eared Owl and a Hooded Crow disputed the possession of a dead wader. 
There was a great show of ruffled feathers and angry passions, but the Crow 
was glad to desist, leaving the Owl an evident victor.

WIGEON AND BRENTS.—On February 12th six Brent Geese (a much diminished 
visitor in late years) on Breydon ; and quite 1000 Wigeon on the 14th.

PIED WAGTAILS.—On March 9th over 100 Pied Wagtails had dropped into a 
garden on the beach front.

WOOD PIGEONS.—A large flock reported to me in the Fleggs, middle of March. 
Many shot birds in the Market on 17th. Were they migrants ?

CUCKOO AND EGG.—A friend at St. Olaves assured me that in his garage a Cuckoo 
laid an egg in a Wagtail's nest, herself turning out the young ones, which were a 
few days old. He handled the dead young, as he did also the single egg of the 
Cuckoo. A rather unusual occurrence ?

SWIFTS AND ST. MARK'S FLY.— On the 3rd and 4th May, Bibio marci (the St. 
Mark's Fly) was abundant on those two warm days, near my houseboat at St. 
Olaves. I have always associated the appearance of these velvety, black flies 
with that of the Swift. On the 5th, as I expected, the Swifts came.

SANDWICH TERNS.—In the gloaming of August 4th I  watched several 
Sandwich Terns feeding on Breydon. They fly and plunge, I think, more like a small 
gull than a tern.

BEARDED TITS.—When trespassing on Lord ______'s marshes after mushrooms, 
one Sunday in September, I was exceedingly pleased to hear the tinkling notes 
of two or three Bearded Tits,  in and around a dense clump of reeds. On this 
date. I also observed that, notwithstanding the flood-tides carry an 
increasing volume of salt water up the Waveney, a clump of reed-mace was 
flourishing in an unexpected spot ; and on a root of  common reed I  found 
three ver y large acorn-barnacles.

SOME NOTES FROM GREAT YARMOUTH, 1922-23                                      
by Arthur H. Patterson (Vol. XI 1919-1924 p. 443)
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Wheatfen Nature Reserve has a long history of attracting many great naturalists 
to the site, a legacy of the excellent Naturalist, Ted Ellis.  It is speculated that 
Wheatfen might well be one of the most intensely recorded sites in the      
country, with a species list potentially between 8,000 - 10,000.  For this reason, 
working closely with the NNNS and NBIS, we are in the process of standardizing 
the collection of species records at Wheatfen. 

If you have any unpublished species records from Wheatfen, or records that 
you might have uploaded to sources other than NBIS, for example iNaturalist, 
NBN or other platforms, please send them on to us at info@wheatfen.org so 
that we can collate them all into one collection.  Such records are vital for the 
continued management of the site, as well as being important for the ongoing 
research taking place around the Broads and beyond.  

Bioblitz at Wheatfen

This summer we are conducting a BioBlitz in a one-hectare area of established 
willow carr.  This is part of a much wider research project being conducted by 
scientists with the Wet Woodlands Research network. (www.wetwoodlands.
com)  This includes measuring peat accumulation, carbon storage and long-
term weather patterns in this plot.   Building up a baseline species database for 
this area (to be shared with NBIS) provides invaluable information into this  
habitat. 

 County recorders will be invited to help, but we know that Norfolk has an       
additional abundance of capable Naturalists.  If think you can help us cover any 
niches of species that might be found in willow carr, do get in touch with us at 
info@wheatfen.org.

The bioblitz will take place on the second week of July, Tuesday 11th to Friday 
14th.  We will meet in the car park at Wheatfen at 8.30am, at the address below, 
and we will take you to the site location. Wellies will be necessary.

We do not want to miss out on any records, however, so we would also like to 
accommodate anybody who would like to come another time to target species 
throughout the seasons.  

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you, Will & Felix 
from The Ted Ellis Trust at Wheatfen Nature Reserve.                                                 
The Covey, Surlingham, NR14 7AL

Got Species Records for Whea�en Nature Reserve?

mailto:mailto:info@wheatfen.org
http://www.wetwoodlands.com
http://www.wetwoodlands.com
mailto:mailto:info@wheatfen.org
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NNNS Events Programme 2023 - May to August
The following programme of events are those arranged up to publication of this edition 
of ‘Natterjack’. Please check the events listing online at www.nnns.org.uk for up to date            
information and any other events/excursions. Wear suitable clothing/footwear for the 
condi�ons and bring your own refreshments. Most of the events are on Saturdays or 
Sundays. The  Broadland Country Park event is on a Thursday. Please try to car share or 
arrive by public transport.

Sunday 7th May. 10.30 - a�ernoon
BTO The�ord Reserve. Leader Joe Jacques (BTO Garden Birdwatch Supporter Develop-
ment Officer). A visit to this reserve to see what we can see -  birds, insects, plants, 
whatever. Joe will show us around un�l lunch and then he will accompany us in the a�er-
noon when we can do our own thing or if a par�cular plan emerges over lunch maybe 
choose to join in with that. Park in the BTO car park IP24 2PU

Sunday 14th May, 10.30 - afternoon 
Blickling Estate. Leader Bob Leaney. Joint meeting with Norfolk Flora Group. An 
introduction to plant identification, to see Bluebells and other Spring flowers in Great 
Wood, together with some small-leaved Lime and a wide range of tree species, before 
exploring the road verges, wet pasture and carr woodlands along the river Bure. 
Society members are welcome to join the NFG for a further walk in the afternoon. 
Parking at Woodgate NT car park put a note on your windscreen saying ‘NNNS visit’ for 
free parking NR11 6PY/GR -TG16152971.

Saturday 10th June, 10.30 - afternoon
Rougham, Norfolk. Nature Spaces (Sarah Butler’s) Trial gardens for biodiversity. Leader 
Tim Strudwick looks to discover what bees and wasps he can discover here and the 
plants they are using. After lunch either stay in the gardens or peruse the village verges. 
Park considerately where you can in the village. PE32 2SE/GR -TF8309420113

Sunday 11th June, 10.30 - afternoon
Abbey Farm, Flitcham. Ed Cross will tell us the ethos and methods they pursue on 
their land and then give us a conducted tour until lunch. After lunch he very much 
welcomes the NNNS Society mooching about seeing what we can discover.  Park at 
Abbey Farm, Abbey Road, Flitcham, King’s Lynn,PE31 6BT/GR -TF3532661 (What3Words: 
inclines.lucky.sweetly)

Thursday, 22nd June, 10.00 - afternoon
Insect Studies at Broadland Country Park with leaders Tony Irwin and Mark Collins.
This is the second of three opportunities to join County Recorders and other experts in 
sampling the insects and other invertebrates on five ecological transects that have 
been laid out in Broadland Country Park.  Parking NR10 4DF/GR -TG18235 17574
NB: To express an interest and get involved as we plan the work in more detail, 
please register with Mark Collins, Chair, NNNS Research Committee
(collinsmark@gmail.com), with a copy to Tony Irwin (dr.tony.irwin@gmail.com).
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At a future date

Sunday 25th June, 10.30 - afternoon 
Beeston Common.  Leader Francis Farrow, who is the honorary Warden of this 
Common. Following his talk about the Common at our AGM in March, Francis will lead 
a guided walk over the SSSI/SAC in the morning. After lunch members can explore the 
various habitats and hopefully add to the species list. Park in the layby NR26 8RZ/GR- 
TG16614257.  

Sunday 9th July. 10.30 - lunchtime
Burgh Apton.  Chet Valley Building ‘B’ lines. Leader Tony Davy. Start 10.30am. An 
introductory talk will be followed by a walk led by Tony. This Event will eventually be 
followed up by a talk from Buglife, at Eaton about their UK project ‘Building a ‘B’ line’. 
Parking: Bergh Apton Church Field NR15 1AX 

Saturday 29th July. 10.30 - lunchtime
Kelling Heath. Leader Nick Owens.  A guided walk around Kelling Heath, suitable for 
beginners or more experienced naturalists, looking for a variety of wildlife, with luck 
including Silver-studded Blue butterflies, Dartford Warblers, Woodlarks and variety of 
bees and wasps. Continue after lunch for anyone who wishes. Parking: Car Park for 
Kelling Heath is across the road from Holt Garden Centre GR-TG09994172

Sunday 13th August. 10.30 - afternoon
 Weasenham Woods.  Toby Cook will talk about the management of his Woods and 
then will take us on a conducted tour. Weasenham woods are a classic type example of 
old well-developed alternative sylviculture in Britain, being one of the few and oldest 
examples of true single tree selection.  In the afternoon stay to peruse the surrounding 
heathland verges and Common. Parking Weasenham Woods are off the A1065. There 
are large signs.GR-TF8442620094 / 52.746996,0.730907. Small crossroads in the middle 
of woods to the North towards Lynn direction leads you to the car park on your left.

The date and details have yet to be decided. (but after July). Please check the 
events page on the website - www.nnns.org.uk

The Norfolk Rivers Trust will conduct Society members around the restoration 
work they have been doing on The River Stiffkey and in future years we will be 
able to revisit to see the biodiversity benefits they have brought into being.



The next issue of ‘The Norfolk Natterjack’ will be
 August 2023

 Please send all
articles / notes and photographic material 

to the editor  as soon as possible by  
July 1st 2023 to the following address:

Francis Farrow, ‘Heathlands’, 6 Havelock Road, 
Sheringham, Norfolk, NR26 8QD or 

Email:  francis.farrow@btinternet.com
All photographs / images are very welcome, especially to accompany an article or document 
a record, occasionally however, because of space limitations, preference may have to be given 
to Norfolk-based images, or to those subjects depicting interesting or unusual behaviour, or 
are less commonly (or rarely) seen in print.

The N&NNS membership year runs from 1st April to 31st March.
During this time members will receive four copies of the quarterly 
newsletter, ‘The Norfolk Natterjack’, and annual copies of the Transactions of 
the Society, and the Norfolk Bird & Mammal Report. A full summer 
programme of excursions and a winter programme of talks are also 
organised annually.

New memberships and renewals can be made by credit card or ‘PayPal’ by 
visiting the Society’s website at www.nnns.org.uk

Alternatively a cheque payable to
 ‘Norfolk & Norwich Naturalist’s Society’ can be sent to:

 Jim Froud, The Membership Secretary, Westward Ho, 4 Kingsley Road, 
Norwich NR1 3RB

Current rates are £20 for individual, family and group memberships
(£30 for individuals living overseas).

Membership subscriptions

The FSC  - Forest Stewardship Council - 
label indicates that materials used in the  
production of this bulletin are recyclable 
and sustainably sourced. 
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