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Copyright

The style of this guide is based on similar NNNS species guides by David Richmond and Vanna Bartlett.
Text, layout, maps and diagrams by James Emerson, Norfolk county recorder for psyllids.

Photos by James Emerson unless otherwise stated. I am particularly grateful to Andy Beaumont, Dave Appleton, 
Mike Ball, Vanna Bartlett, Andy Brown, Tim Hodge and Neil Marks, who have supplied various useful images.

Pictures are predominantly from Norfolk or are from collections held at the Norwich Castle Museum.
For some species that have only seldom been recorded (so no suitable photo could be sourced), diagrams have 

been used to give an impression of what the species looks like.

Data and maps

The maps have been updated to include records submitted until the end of 2025. Records have predominantly been 
mapped at tetrad (2km2) level, however several hectad (10km2) resolution records have been included for species 

with few records. Several records in the database contain a location but no grid reference, which explains why a few 
sightings that are mentioned in the text are not plotted.

In addition to data collected directly by the county recorder and submitted by other local naturalists, records have 
also been taken from a wide range of sources. These include collections held by the Norwich Castle Museum, 

Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service (NBIS), iRecord, the British Plant Gall Society, the Royal Horticultural Society 
όwI{ύ ŀƴŘ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ϧ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ όbbb{ύ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ

Maps were produced using QGIS and the TomBio plugin, using OpenStreetMap imagery. My thanks to Andy 
Musgrove, Richard Wilson and Rob Yaxley for help and support using QGIS.



Introduction

Psyllids (Hemiptera, sub-order Sternorrhyncha, superfamily Psylloidea), sometimes known as Jumping Plant Lice, 
are an under-recorded group of sap-feeding bugs with about 100 species present in the UK.

In June 2024 the author published an article in NNNS Transactions setting out the current county list and 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘŀȄƻƴƻƳȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ bƻǊŦƻƭƪΩǎ 
psyllids in the late 19th and early 20th century. One of the barriers to recording of psyllids is the lack of an up-to-
date field guide or set of keys. This species guide builds on the aforementioned article by providing pictures, 
highlighting key ID features and linking to additional sources of information aimed at helping interested 
naturalists to identify each species. It is intended to complement existing resources such as the British Bugs 
website and the RES Handbook by Hodkinson & White (1979).

At the time of writing, the county database features around 
1660 records relating to 60 species. The map on the right shows 
the distribution of psyllid records as occupied tetrads, coloured 
according to the year of the first record (yellow circles = 1901-
1950, orange = 1951-2000, red = 2001-2024 and black circles = 
new tetrads added in 2025)

Psyllid taxonomy has extensively changed since the RES 
handbook. The names given primacy here are those in the most 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŎƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǘƻƳƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΩ DŀȊŜǘǘŜ 
by Greenslade et al. (2020). Additional names are noted where 
this is considered to be helpful.

https://britishbugs.org.uk/gallery/Psylloidea/psylloidea.html
https://britishbugs.org.uk/gallery/Psylloidea/psylloidea.html


Updates for 2026

The data in this guide has been reviewed and revised in March 2026. This page details the main changes from 
the previous version.

Å Four new species were recorded in Norfolk during 2025 and have been added: Camarotoscena speciosa, 
Ctenarytaina spatulata, Euphyllura olivina and Homotoma ficus.

Å Following a review, Cacopsylla pyri has been removed from the county list. The record related to a visual 
record of psyllid nymphs on pear, however C. pyricola nymphs can look very similar and require microscopic 
examination of the wing setae to confirm the ID.

Å Contemporary records for several species not recorded recently have been sourced: Craspedolepta nervosa 
(last recorded in 1899) and Rhinocola aceris (previously recorded in 1879).

Å A large batch of records from the British Plant Gall Society were uploaded to iRecord and verified.
Å Additional pages have been added to explain some of the difficulties in separating Aphalara freji from 

Aphalara polygoni with tips on what bits to focus on to maximise the chances of getting an ID.
Å Several species new to Britain have been reported during 2025 ς these have been added to the host plant 

lists near the start of the guide.
Å Species maps have been updated to include data up until the end of 2025.
Å Data for Cacopsylla melanoneura has been separated to reflect that records that have been keyed to females 

are likely to be this species, but can probably not be definitely separated from female Cacopsylla affinis.
Å Several photos have been swapped or added in cases where better quality or more useful images have 

become available.



Psyllid morphology
Useful features when identifying psyllids include the shape of the wing, length and placement of the wing veins, 
presence or absence of wing spinules (and how dense they are), the number of spines at the end of leg segments, size, 
colour and shape of the genal cones plus features of the terminalia/genitalia.

Simplified diagrams of some of these features are shown below:

Genal cones

Proctiger

Paramere

Sub-genital 
plate

Circum-anal ring

Sub-genital plate

Proctiger

Tibial spines

Basal tarsal 
spines

Male genitalia

Female terminalia

Top down view of head

View of leg & spines



Wing spinules

Cacopsylla pyricola
(spinules in centre of the cells)

Cacopsylla melanoneura
(spinules take up most of the cell 

but leave obvious spinule-free 
bands along the veins)

Aphalara polygoni
(Dense spinules with no spinule-

free bands along the veins)

Photo: Dave Appleton

One of the key features where wing spinules are present is how much of the cell they take up. This is usually 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǇƛƴǳƭŜ-ŦǊŜŜ ōŀƴŘǎΩ  ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƛƴǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ 
shown below. These are best viewed under a microscope at around 100x magnification.



Nymphs

Psyllidae-type nymphs
Body has a rectangular shape with a 

rounded rear end. Wingbuds join the body 
before the head.

Triozid-type nymphs
Wingbuds curve onto the head, which gives 
the nymph an oval shape. Stiff hairs/bristles 
often extend all of the way around the body.

LŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴȅƳǇƘǎ ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ w9{ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ н ǇŀǊǘ рόōύ άPsylloidea (Nymphal stages) 
Hemiptera, Homopteraέ ōȅ ²ƘƛǘŜ ϧ IƻŘƪƛƴǎƻƴ όмфунύΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎ 
so will be of limited help to those hoping for a field ID. It is however useful to be able to separate Psyllidae and 
Triozidae nymphs, as some host plants support representatives of both families. These pictures should help:



Galls
A large number of psyllids can cause galling on their host plant. Some of these galls are distinctive and can be 
used as evidence of the presence of a particular species, but others are not so distinctive and should be 
recorded with care or without assigning a definite species.

Information regarding which species are considered gall causers has largely been taken from Spooner, B. 2014. 
Checklist of British Galls and Gall-causing Organisms: 10. Hemiptera Part 2. Auchenorrhyncha & 
Sternorrhyncha other than Aphidoidea: Preliminary List. Cecidology 29(2): 80-104. See the bibliography page 
for details of other useful books relating to plant galls. In the case of recently described species or those that 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ΨǎǇƭƛǘΩΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛŦ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ 
Information about specific galls is included within the species accounts.



Main host plants
This list covers plants that are known regular hosts for UK psyllid species. Where a species has multiple hosts 
only the main one or two are listed, so it does not claim to be completely definitive. Species recorded in 
Norfolk have a link to their species page, whilst those not yet recorded in the county are listed in red text.

Acacia: Acizzia acaciaebaileyanae, Acizzia uncatoides

Alder: Baeopelma foersteri, Psylla alni

Apiaceae (Angelica, Hogweed etc): Trioza anthrisci

Apple: Cacopsylla mali, Cacopsylla picta

Ash: Psyllopsis discrepans, Psyllopsis distingeunda, Psyllopsis fraxini, Psyllopsis fraxinicola

Bay: Trioza alacris

Bedstraw: Trioza galii, Trioza velutina

Birch: Cacopsylla affinis, Chamaepsylla hartigi, Psylla betulae

Box: Psylla buxi, Spanioneura fonscolombii

Broom: Arytaina genistae, Ayrtainilla spartiophila, Livilla ulicis

Buckthorn: Cacopsylla alaterni, Cacopsylla rhamnicola, Trioza rhamni, Trichochermes walkeri

Buttercup (Ranunculus): Aphorma lichenoides

Carrot: Trioza apicalis

Eleagnus: Cacopsylla fulguralis

Elm: Cacopsylla ulmi

Eucalyptus: Ctenarytaina eucalypti, Ctenarytaina peregrina, Ctenarytaina spatulata

Field Maple: Rhinocola aceris

Grevillea: Acizzia hakeae (new to the UK in 2025).



Main host plants
Fig: Homotoma ficus

Goosefoot, Fat Hen etc: Trioza chenopodii

Ground Elder: Trioza flavipennis

Hawkbit and similar species: Craspedolepta flavipennis

Hawkweed: Trioza proxima

Hawthorn: Cacopsylla affinis, Cacopsylla crataegi, Cacopsylla melanoneura, Cacopsylla peregrina

Heather: Strophingia cinerea (on Bell Heather), Strophingia ericae (on Ling)

Japanese Knotweed: Cacopsylla itadori

Judas Tree (Cercis siliquastrum): Cacopsylla pulchella

Laburnum: Livilla (= Floria) variegata

Marsh Cinquefoil: Bactericera acutipennis

Mistletoe: Cacopsylla visci

Nettle: Trioza urticae

Oak: Trioza remota (on Quercus robur), Trioza ilicina (on Quercus ilicis ς recorded new to Britain in 2024/25)

Olive: Euphyllura olivina, Euphyllura phillyreae (published new to Britain in Nov 2024)

Pear: Cacopsylla pyri, Cacopsylla pyricola, Cacopsylla pyrisuga

Persicaria & Polygonum: Aphalara avicularis, Aphalara borealis, Aphalara freji, Aphalara maculipennis

Pistaccio: Agonoscena targionii 

Pittosporum: Trioza vitreoradiata



Main host plants
Poplar: Camarotoscena speciosa

Prunus: Cacopsylla pruni

Red Valerian: Trioza centranthi

Rock Samphire: Bactericera crithmi

Rosebay Willowherb: Craspedolepta nebulosa, Craspedolepta subpunctata

Rowan & other Sorbus: Cacopsylla albipes, Cacopsylla sorbi

Rushes: Livia junci

Scabious: Trioza munda

Sea Buckthorn: Cacopsylla hippophaes, Cacopsylla zetterstedti

Sea Wormwood: Craspedolepta pilosa

Sedges: Livia crefeldensis

Sorrels & Docks (Rumex): Aphalara exilis, Aphalara purpurescens, Aphalara polygoni, Aphalara ulicis

Sow-thistles and other composites: Craspedolepta sonchi

Sumac (Rhus coriaria): Calophya rhois

Viburnum: Cacopsylla viburni

Willow: Bactericera albiventris, Bactericera silvarnis, Bactericera salicivora, Bactericera substriola, Cacopsylla ambigua, 
Cacopsylla brunneipennis, Cacopsylla moscovita, Cacopsylla pulchra, Cacopsylla saliceti 

Wormwood: Craspedolepta malachitica

Yarrow: Craspedolepta nervosa, Trioza abdominalis



Useful resources

The British Bugs website 
has a gallery with photos 
and information about 45 
of the UK psyllid species 
and should be your first 
port of call if attempting 
ID from a photo.

The RES handbook to Psylloidea 
by Hodkinson & White (1979) is 
out of print but free to download 
from the RES website. Despite 
being over 40 years old it is still 
the main key to identify psyllids 
from specimens. It covers c80% 
of the UK species. Many names 
have changed since it came out.

The Psylloidea (Homoptera) of 
Fennoscandia and Denmark by 
Ossiannilsson (1992) contains 
detailed diagrams of both adults 
and nymphs of a range of species, 
including most (but not all) UK 
species. It is still in print but retails 
at over £100 new.

Illustrations of Norfolk Plant Galls 
by Robert Maidstone (2021) was 
sent out free to NNNS members 
and contains diagrams of ten psyllid 
galls, including all of the common 
ones you are likely to come across 
in Norfolk.

https://www.royensoc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Vol02_Part05a.pdf
https://www.royensoc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Vol02_Part05a.pdf
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The resources listed below contain useful information relating to the identification of psyllids

Å Bantock, T. & Botting, J. 2025 - https://britishbugs.org.uk/ 
Å Emerson, J. 2024. A review of psyllids (Hemiptera: Stenorrhyncha, superfamily Psylloidea) in 
bƻǊŦƻƭƪΦ ¢ǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ϧ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ нлноΣ ±ƻƭ рсόмύΣ ǇŀƎŜǎ ф-49.
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Å Ossiannilsson, F. 1992. The Psylloidea (Homptera) of Fennoscandia and Denmark. Fauna 

Entomologica Scandinavica 26.
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Details of additional papers that are useful for particular species are included within the species 
accounts

https://britishbugs.org.uk/


Aphalaridae
Genera

Å Aphalara

Å Craspedolepta

Å Ctenarytaina

Å Rhinocola

These species are easily separated from the 
remaining families due to the lack of genal cones 
and the absence of a pterostigma. The 
Craspedolepta tend to have yellowy-green 
thoraxes and can often be identified by their wing 
pattern and host plant. The Aphalara, with 
orangey-red thoraxes, are more tricky, a situation 
made more complicated by various name changes 
and the lack of accessible recent literature. Most 
require close examination of both the wing 
spinules and terminalia to confirm the species 
involved. Ctenarytaina species are only found on 
Eucalyptus, whilst Rhincola aceris is a distinctive 
species found on Field Maple.

Aphalara polygoni female. 
Photo: Dave Appleton



Challenges encountered when naming clear-winged Aphalara species 
(A. avicularis, borealis, freji & polygoni)

Å They look very similar (ID from field photos is not possible, a specimen is needed)

Å The name Aphalara polygoni was miss-applied for a long time, so older books and labelled photos online may be 
unreliable.

Å Aphalara avicularis is not included in the widely used key in the 1979 RES Handbook.

Å The key ID resource is Ossiannilsson, F. 1992. The Psylloidea (Homoptera) of Fennoscandia and Denmark, a specialist 
work.

Å There appear to be some discrepancies between Ossiannilsson and the RES Handbook

Å A key feature, the pattern of the wing spinules near the centre of the wing, is hard to interpret

Although referred to here as clear-winged species, this comment is relative to the well-patterned species (A. exilis, ulicis & maculipennis). 
Some Aphalara polygoni individuals have a darker area towards the wing apex as in the second picture here. Specimens with pale brown 
colouration alongside the wing-veins in the apical half of the wing appear to match the description of A. freji given in Ossianilsson (1992), 
and are currently treated here as that species, although it is not completely clear if this is a distinctive enough feature to be used robustly.



Tips for identifying clear-winged Aphalara species

If you find an Aphalara species on a foodplant please note the plant (take photos of it for later ID if unsure).

Photos of live specimens can only allow ID as far as Aphalara sp. If you find a population, ideally collect a male and female 
specimen for determination.

The first thing to do is photograph the spinules near the centre of the wing (see annotated photo below to see the key area 
of the wing). The spinules are most visible when the wing is dry and before any clearing or masceration has taken place.

For females, the arrangement of the circumanal pore rings is useful.

In males the shape of the paramere and the aedaegus (the latter can be difficult to see) are important features.

Left: Aphalara polygoni. Spinules are described as being in rows ς this is probably best seen by looking for lines of spinules running top to 
bottom. Right: Aphalara freji (Note that A. avicularis has a spinule pattern apparently very similar). Spinules not arranged in rows, often in 
groups or two or three, looking from the top down appearing randomly scattered (or in rhomboids) and often not as densely packed.

Wing spinule patterns for 
comparison:
Left: Aphalara polygoni
Above: Area of wing to focus on
Right: Aphalara freji



Terminalia of Aphalara species

ID is best attempted using the key and diagrams in Ossiannilsson, however a selection of images based on Norfolk 
specimens are shown here to illustrate what parts need looking at and to give an indication of the variation that might be 
encountered.

Females Males

The picture shown for A. polygoni is typical of what I have 
seen and matches that given in Ossiannilsson. However, the 
RES handbook shows a ring with only 2 rows of pores ς in 
Ossiannilsson this instead corresponds to A. purpurascens (= 
A. crispicola). Both Ossiannilsson and the RES Handbook 
agree on the description of the circumanal ring of A. freji. 

Aphalara freji 
Circumanal pore ring with 
additional pore layers along 
whole of lower edge.

Aphalara polygoni 
Circumanal pore ring 
swollen in centre of lower 
edge

Aphalara polygoni 
Paramere flat-
topped with thumb-
like process tucked 
in.

Aphalara freji 
Paramere rounder at 
the top. Thumb-like 
process nearly level 
with top but more-
easily visible.

Aphalara polygoni 
Aedaegus (penis) shape 
outlined in red. Top is at 
90o to the shaft (in A. freji 
the tip points upwards at 
an angle).

The parameres shown here are consistent with those pictured in 
Ossiannilsson, however the flat top of A. polygoni s.s. and rounded top 
of A. freji are depicted the opposite way round in the RES handbook.

Photo: Dave Appleton



Aphalara avicularis - Feeds on Knotgrass (Polygonum aviculare). Previously considered to be a subspecies of A. polygoni. 
Status in Britain is uncertain although its presence has been confirmed via DNA barcoding.

Aphalara borealis - Feeds on Polygonum species. Seemingly restricted to northern England so not likely in Norfolk.

Aphalara freji - Feeds on Polygonum/Persicaria species. Previously confused with A. polygoni so distribution in Britain is 
uncertain.

Aphalara polygoni s.s. - Feeds on Rumex ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ {ƘŜŜǇΩǎ {ƻǊǊŜƭ όRumex acetosella). Previously confused with 
A. polygoni so distribution in Britain in uncertain, but based on records reportedly found on the host plant perhaps the 
commonest of these species in the UK.

Aphalara avicularis/ borealis/freji/ polygoni records   Aphalaridae

As Aphalara species are scarce, all records are important, even if not 
identified to species. Typically it is appropriate to record them to 
genus if:
1) ID is not based on examination of a specimen
2) It is not possible to see the relevant features
3) Features seem intermediate ς not all individuals can be easily 

determined. 

Map shows all clear-winged Aphalara record locations
Red = Aphalara polygoni s.s.
Orange = Aphalara polygoni and Aphalara freji
Yellow = Aphalara freji
Black = Aphalara (species not determined).
(Identified records prioritised over unknown ones if there are records 
of both from the same site).



Aphalara freji Burckhardt and Lauterer 1997    Aphalaridae

Hostplant: Polygonum spp.

Life cycle: Overwinters as an adult on shelter plants

Gall causer: Yes

Norfolk status: Rare/under-recorded

Identification difficulty: Specimen always needed (as very similar to 
Aphalara polygoni)

Important identification resources
Described in Burckhardt, D. & Lauterer, P. 1997. Systematics and biology of the 
Aphalara exilis (Weber & Mohr) species assemblage (Hemiptera: Psyllidae). 
Entomologica Scandinavica 28: 271ς305 but best identified using Ossiannilsson, F. 
1992. The Psylloidea (Homoptera) of Fennoscandia and Denmark. Fauna Ent. Scand. 
26, where it is listed as Aphalara polygoni.

 Aphalara freji

Naming confusion: although only formally 
named in 1997, this species had previously been 
recorded as Aphalara polygoni as a result of the 
similarity between the two species. It is now 
thought that this is the species found on 
Polygonum, whilst Aphalara polygoni s.s. is 
associated with Rumex and is more likely to 
occur near acid grassland. Both overwinter on 
shelter plants so could be found away from 
foodplants during autumn/winter.

This species can only be separated from similar species by the pattern of wing 
spinules and the genitalia ς please note all features used to determine the ID.

A wing showing brown 
spinules along wing veins, 
(shown by some but not all 
A. freji specimens).



Aphalara itadori (Shinji, 1938)     Aphalaridae

Hostplant: Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica

Life cycle: Overwinters as an adult on shelter plants

Gall causer: Yes - causes leaf distortion

Norfolk status: Introduced as a biocontrol agent ς current status 
unknown.

Identification difficulty: Straightforward

Important identification resources
Not included in the RES Handbook key. A diagram showing the wing patterning and 
several photos of live individuals can be found on the British Bugs website here: 
https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Aphalara_itadori.html

Aphalara itadori

A distinctive species. The lack of genal cones and pterostigma, plus the orangey 
head and thorax should identify it as an Aphalara species. The brown-banded 
pattern on the wings should then identify it as A. itadori (Aphalara exilis and A. 
ulicis have some brown markings but these do not cover as much of the wings). 
Several patches are darker brown, particularly at the wing edge, and the wing 
spinules are arranged in a way that gives a granular looking texture to the clear 
areas.

The status of this species in Norfolk, and indeed Britain as a whole is unclear. It was 
released at a site somewhere in Norfolk as part of a trial looking at its potential as a 
biocontrol agent for Japanese Knotweed, but it is not known if it survives at the site, 
has spread elsewhere or if there have been subsequent releases. Any sightings or 
further information regarding this species would be welcome.

https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Aphalara_itadori.html


Hostplant: Polygonum & Persicaria ς see comments

Life cycle: Overwinters as an adult on shelter plants

Gall causer: Yes ς twisted leaves like those shown on Bladmineerders

Norfolk status: Two records, Dickleburgh Moor in May 2024 & 
Whitlingham C.P. August 2025. Seemingly a rare species nationally.

Identification difficulty: Identifiable from a good picture of the wings.

Aphalara maculipennis (Löw, 1886)     Aphalaridae

Important identification resources
Included in the RES Handbook key. A gall caused by this species is shown at: 
https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/sternor
rhyncha/psylloidea/aphalaridae/aphalarinae/aphalara/aphalara-maculipennis/

 Aphalara maculipennis from Dickleburgh Moor

This species is noted in the RES handbook as 
only recorded from Aviemore, and there are 
currently no NBN Atlas records. Host plant is 
given as Polygonum aviculare and P. 
lapathifolium, however Bladmineerders says it 
feeds on Persicaria amphibia (which did used to 
be classified as a Polygonum). This accords with 
both Norfolk records, which were found on 
Persicaria amphibia growing on grassy areas 
near to water.

Bladmineerders shows a gall made of twisted 
leaves of Persicaria amphibia and nymphs were 
found in similar arrangement at Whitlingham Ą

Close up of wing pattern

https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/sternorrhyncha/psylloidea/aphalaridae/aphalarinae/aphalara/aphalara-maculipennis/
https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/sternorrhyncha/psylloidea/aphalaridae/aphalarinae/aphalara/aphalara-maculipennis/
https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/sternorrhyncha/psylloidea/aphalaridae/aphalarinae/aphalara/aphalara-maculipennis/
https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/sternorrhyncha/psylloidea/aphalaridae/aphalarinae/aphalara/aphalara-maculipennis/


Hostplant: /ƻƳƳƻƴ ϧ {ƘŜŜǇΩǎ {ƻǊǊŜƭ Rumex spp.

Life cycle: Overwinters as an adult on shelter plants

Gall causer: Yes (shallow depressions on leaves)

Norfolk status: Several old records can only be considered as Aphalara 
polygoni/ freji agg. First confirmed Norfolk record at North Elmham in 
2023, several Breckland records since then.

Identification difficulty: Microscopy needed

Aphalara polygoni s.s. (Förster, 1848)    Aphalaridae

Important identification resources
Mentions of Aphalara polygoni in the RES Handbook key refer to what is now known 
as Aphalara freji. This species is best identified using Ossiannilsson, F. (1992) The 
Psylloidea (Homoptera) of Fennoscandia and Denmark, where it is listed as Aphalara 
rumicicola (again, what is listed there as A. polygoni actually = A. freji). 

 Aphalara polygoni. Photo: Dave Appleton

Note that the species included in the RES 
handbook as Aphalara polygoni is actually A. 
freji. Identification of this species depends on 
examination of the terminalia and the wing 
spinules, which are denser in this species than A. 
freji  and those near the centre of the wing are 
arranged in rows. If found on Rumex that would 
also be supporting evidence as A. freji is 
associated with Polygonum.

If in doubt please retain the specimen and 
contact the author for advice.

Dense wing spinules
Photo: Dave Appleton



Hostplant: Sorrels Rumex spp.

Life cycle: Overwinters as an adult on shelter plants

Gall causer: Yes (shallow depressions on leaves)

Norfolk status: Old records can only be considered as Aphalara 
exilis/ulicis agg. Sole confirmed record from Winterton Dunes.

Identification difficulty: Requires examination to separate from Aphalara 
exilis.

Aphalara ulicis (Förster, 1848)     Aphalaridae

Important identification resources
Not included in the RES Handbook key. Best identified using Burckhardt, D. & 
Lauterer, P. 1997. Systematics and biology of the Aphalara exilis (Weber & Mohr) 
species assemblage (Hemiptera: Psyllidae). Entomologica Scandinavica 28: 271ς305.
Photos of adults can be seen on the British Bugs website: 
https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Aphalara_pauli.html

 from research project at Winterton Dunes

The lack of genal cones and distinctive wing 
patterning are enough to narrow the ID down to 
either Aphalara exilis or A. ulicis (this species 
was referred to as A. pauli in the past, which is a 
valid species but now not thought to occur in 
Britain).

There is a key to Aphalara (Burckhardt & 
Lauterer 1997) however it is paywalled. A. ulicis 
and A. exilis are best separated by the male 
terminalia and patterning of the wing spinules.

Wing spinule pattern showing 
arrangement in rows

https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Aphalara_pauli.html


Hostplant: Rosebay Willowherb Chamerion angustifolium

Life cycle: Adult present in spring, nymphs develop amongst the roots.

Gall causer: Yes ς causes thickening/curling of the leaves and also galls on 
the roots.

Norfolk status: Rare/under-recorded

Identification difficulty: Adults are straightforward to ID. Galls cannot be 
identified without examining the nymphs.

Craspedolepta nebulosa (Zetterstedt, 1828)    Aphalaridae

Important identification resources
Included in the RES Handbook key.
You can see an image of an adult on the British Bugs website: 
https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Craspedolepta_nebulosa.html

 from Edwards Collection

This species has no genal cones and a distinctive pattern of dark blotches on the 
wings. These occur where the veins meet the wing edge, but also follow the 
length of the shorter veins

The only confirmed Norfolk record is from Wells-next-the-sea in 1982 by Ken 
Durrant. Edwards did not record it from Norfolk (material in his collection is 
presumably from Gloucestershire). It is apparently a common species nationally - 
a possible reason for the lack of records could be that the adults are only present 
for a few months in spring and the nymphs spend some of their lives below 
ground so there is a narrow window for finding it.

https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Craspedolepta_nebulosa.html


Hostplant: Yarrow Achillea millefolium

Life cycle: Adult occurs spring/summer. Overwinters as a nymph.

Gall causer: Yes, leaf roll galls. 

Norfolk status: Recorded in 2016 for the first time since the 1800s

Identification difficulty: Adults are straightforward to ID

Craspedolepta nervosa (Förster, 1848)    Aphalaridae

Important identification resources
Included in the RES handbook
A photo of an adult can be found on the British Bugs website:
https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Craspedolepta_nervosa.html

 from Edwards Collection

The only UK psyllid without genal cones that is associated with Yarrow.

The combination of lack of genal cones, green body and thick brown-lined veins 
make this a reasonably distinctive species.

This species was recorded by James Edwards on his county list in 1899, but I have 
not found the full record details. An adult was found on the host plant at Sutton 
Fen in 2016 - given how widespread Yarrow is, it hopefully persists elsewhere in 
the county.

https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Craspedolepta_nervosa.html


Hostplant: Sea Wormwood Artemisia maritima

Life cycle: Adult occurs spring/summer, overwintering as a nymph.

Gall causer: No 

Norfolk status: Scarce (range is restricted by presence of host plant, 
which is found on coastal saltmarsh)

Identification difficulty: Straightforward to ID. 

Craspedolepta pilosa (Oshanin, 1870)    Aphalaridae

Important identification resources
Included in the RES handbook.

Craspedolepta pilosa on Sea Wormwood

An easily identifiable species, with no genal cones, a 
ǇŀƭŜ ΨƳƛƴǘ ƎǊŜŜƴΩ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǿƴ ǎǇŜŎƪƭŜŘ 
wings. This pattern does however match very well 
with the appearance of the foodplant, Sea 
Wormwood (see main photo), and as a result it is very 
difficult to find by eye.

James Edwards recorded it from Weybourne in the 
early 1900s. All other records come from North-West 
Norfolk. Specimens from Wells dating from 1950 are 
in the Natural History Museum collection, with recent 
records from East Hills and Wells harbour. In 2024 it 
was also recorded at Holme, Scolt Head and 
Thornham.

Side view showing wing 
patterning. Photo: Tim 
Hodge



Craspedolepta subpunctata (Förster, 1848)    Aphalaridae

Hostplant: Rosebay Willowherb Chamerion angustifolium 

Life cycle: Adult present in spring, nymphs develop amongst the roots.

Gall causer: Yes, leaf rolls indistinguishable from C. nebulosa.

Norfolk status: Rare/under-recorded

Identification difficulty: Adults identifiable from photos, galls not 
identifiable.

Important identification resources
Included in the RES handbook.
Adult are shown on the British Bugs website here: 
https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Craspedolepta_subpunctata.html

Craspedolepta subpunctata (stylised illustration)

A green psyllid with no genal cones and milky-white wings that have small dark 
areas where the veins meet the outer edges.

¢ƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ wƻǿ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ мфууΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ 
linked to the large-scale Fen Invertebrate Survey that took place 1988-1990.

https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Craspedolepta_subpunctata.html


Ctenarytaina eucalypti (Maskell, 1890)    Aphalaridae

Hostplant: Eucalyptus Eucalyptus spp.

Life cycle: Found as an adult all year round

Gall causer: No

Norfolk status: Rare/under-recorded

Identification difficulty: Specimen sometimes needed (depending on the 
species of Eucalyptus that it is found on)

Important identification resources
This species is included in the RES handbook and on the British Bugs website 
(https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Ctenarytaina_eucalypti.html), 
however the two other species of Ctenarytaina are not included and therefore care 
should be taken over the ID. For an updated key see Hodkinson, I.D. 2007. A new 
introduced species of Ctenarytaina (Hemiptera, Psylloidea) damaging cultivated 
Eucalyptus parvula (= parvifolia) in Europe. Dtsch. Entomol. Z. 54(1): 27ς33.

Adults and exuvium on Eucalyptus

A small species with a dark head and thorax and yellow wings. This is one of three 
non-native Ctenarytaina species that can be found in the UK on Eucalyptus species. 
Of the three, C. spatulata can be easily separated as it has an orangey thorax. The 
third species, Ctenarytaina peregrina, is very similar to C. eucalypti however it 
appears to be limited to Eucalyptus parvula, so colonies of psyllids with a dark 
thorax on Eucalyptus species other than E. parvula should be this species.

So far this species has only been recorded from three sites in Norfolk. The first 
bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ [ȅƴƴ ŀǊŜŀ όƎǊƛŘ ǊŜŦ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hectad level). 
More recently it has been found in North Walsham and Repps-with-Bastwick. This 
species is likely to be under-recorded, as it is more likely to occur in private gardens 
than nature reserves etc.

https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Ctenarytaina_eucalypti.html


Ctenarytaina spatulata (Maskell, 1890)    Aphalaridae

Hostplant: Eucalyptus Eucalyptus spp.

Life cycle: Found as an adult all year round

Gall causer: No

Norfolk status: Rare (2 records) ς possibly a migrant?

Identification difficulty: Adults reasonably distinctive

Important identification resources
Not included in the RES Handbook or British Bugs website. For an updated key see 
Hodkinson, I.D. 2007. A new introduced species of Ctenarytaina (Hemiptera, 
Psylloidea) damaging cultivated Eucalyptus parvula (= parvifolia) in Europe. Dtsch. 
Entomol. Z. 54(1): 27ς33.

 Ctenarytaina spatulata

This is one of three non-native Ctenarytaina 
species that can be found in the UK on Eucalyptus 
species. C. spatulata should be easily separated 
from the other two as it has an orangey thorax 
and head rather than a dark one. 

It was added to the British list from aerial 
sampling, which suggests that it might appear as a 
windblown species rather than introduced on 
plants. This fits with the Norfolk records so far, 
which both appeared in mid June 2025 away from 
Eucalyptus.



Rhinocola aceris (Linnaeus, 1758)     Aphalaridae

Hostplant: Field Maple Acer campestris

Life cycle: Adult occurs spring/summer, overwintering as a nymph.

Gall causer: No

Norfolk status: Rare/under-recorded

Identification difficulty: Distinctive

Important identification resources
Included in the RES handbook.
A picture of an adult can be found on the British Bugs website here: 
https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Rhinocola_aceris.html

Adult from the Edwards collection

A small species, but distinctively-shaped. The 
photo shows a preserved specimen, but when 
fresh the body is green, with wings that are 
brown towards the tips and with some brown 
speckling. The head is flattened and sloping 
όάǎƘƻǾŜƭ-ƭƛƪŜέύΦ

A specimen taken at Ringland in 1879 is in the 
Edwards collection, with the first modern record 
from Breckland in summer 2025. It is apparently 
common nationally, so should be searched for 
on Field Maple in the hope of rediscovery. 

https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Rhinocola_aceris.html


Homotominae
Genera

Å Homotoma

A single species, Homotoma ficus, occurs in 
Britain.  Adults are distinctive thanks to their 
setae-covered antennae, dark markings along 
part of the wing edge and hairs along the wing 
veins. Where present the nymphs are also 
easily observed on Fig leaves.

In the RES handbook this species was listed as 
belonging to the Carsidaridae.

Homotoma ficus



Homotoma ficus (Linnaeus, 1758)     Homotominae

Hostplant: Fig Ficus carica

Life cycle: Overwinters as an egg.

Gall causer: No

Norfolk status: Rare ς so far only recorded from a single site

Identification difficulty: Distinctive - can be identified from photos.

Important identification resources
Included in the RES handbook.

 Homotoma ficus. Photo: Mike Ball

The sole representative of the Homotominae in 
Britain (although listed as Carsidaridae in older 
publications). Both the adults and nymphs are 
distinctive, and it is the only psyllid species in Britian 
feeding on Fig (be aware that leaf folds and 
ΨǿƛƴŘƻǿƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ CƛƎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘ 
Choreutis nemorana, which might occur on the same 
plants as Homotoma ficus.

This species was discovered new to Norfolk in June 
2025 on a large Fig tree in a community garden in 
Norwich.

Nymph on the 
underside of a Fig 

leaf.

Wing veination. 



Liviidae
Genera

Å Camarotoscena

Å Euphyllura

Å Livia

Å Psyllopsis

Å Strophingia

There are two species of Livia, which are distinctive 
compared to other genera of psyllids. 

The Psyllopsis species all occur on Ash ς there are four 
present in the UK but so far only two in Norfolk. Three of 
the four have patterned wings, whilst Psyllopsis 
fraxinicola is green-bodied with clear wings. 

The Strophingia species are both tiny psyllids found on 
heather. One usually occurs on Ling and one on Bell 
Heather, but as these plants often grow together the 
plant they are found on cannot be assumed to be the 
host plant.

Psyllopsis fraxini



Camarotoscena speciosa (Flor, 1861)     Liviidae

Hostplant: Poplar spp. Populus spp.

Life cycle: Uncertain (possibly overwinters as an adult)

Gall causer: Yes, a pinkish leaf roll on the edge of the leaf.

Norfolk status: Rare ς known from a single site

Identification difficulty: Adults can be identified from good photos. The 
galls should be checked for nymphs as aphid galls can be similar.

Important identification resourcesIncluded in the RES handbook. There are also good pictures of the galls and nymphs on Bladmineerders: https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/sternorrhyncha/psylloidea/psyllidae/paurocephalinae/camarotoscena/camarotoscena-speciosa/

Important identification resources
Included in the RES handbook. There are also good 
pictures of the galls and nymphs on Bladmineerders: 
https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/ste
rnorrhyncha/psylloidea/psyllidae/paurocephalinae/camarotoscena/camarotosce
na-speciosa/

Camarotoscena speciosa adult.

A very small species (c2mm), which is probably best 
found by looking for the galls at the edge of Poplar 
leaves. The initial gall made by the aphid Thecabius 
affinis looks similar, so prospective galls should be 
checked to see if they contain psyllid nymphs in order 
to record this species. 

Camarotoscena speciosa seems to be scarce nationally. 
It was first recorded in Norfolk from Canadian Poplar 
Populus x canadensis in a Norwich park in June 2025.

Gall on Canadian Poplar

Wing to show patterning

https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/sternorrhyncha/psylloidea/psyllidae/paurocephalinae/camarotoscena/camarotoscena-speciosa/
https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/sternorrhyncha/psylloidea/psyllidae/paurocephalinae/camarotoscena/camarotoscena-speciosa/
https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/sternorrhyncha/psylloidea/psyllidae/paurocephalinae/camarotoscena/camarotoscena-speciosa/
https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/sternorrhyncha/psylloidea/psyllidae/paurocephalinae/camarotoscena/camarotoscena-speciosa/
https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/sternorrhyncha/psylloidea/psyllidae/paurocephalinae/camarotoscena/camarotoscena-speciosa/
https://bladmineerders.nl/parasites/animalia/arthropoda/insecta/hemiptera/sternorrhyncha/psylloidea/psyllidae/paurocephalinae/camarotoscena/camarotoscena-speciosa/


Euphyllura olivina (Costa, 1839)     Liviidae

Hostplant: Olive Olea europaea

Life cycle: Potentially multiple generations a year

Gall causer: No

Norfolk status: Rare ς found at two sites in Norwich in 2025.

Identification difficulty: Adults can probably be identified from a good 
photo of the wings

Important identification resources
Not included in the RES handbook. A selection of photos
 can be found at 
https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/EUPHOL/photos

Euphyllura olivina adult. Photo: Mike Ball.

This species was previously the only member of this 
genus found in Britain, however Euphyllura phillyraea 
was found to be established at Kew in 2024 and now 
needs to be considered. Good photos of the wing 
should be enough, however wax-covered nymphs on 
Olive should only be recorded as Euphyllura sp.

Descriptions of Euphyllura were published in 
Loginova M. 1973 - Taxonomy of the tribe Euphyllurini 
(Psyllidae, Homoptera). Zoological Journal 52: 858-
869, but this paper is not easily accessible.

Wax-covered nymphs

Wing pattern

https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/EUPHOL/photos


Livia crefeldensis Mink, 1855      Liviidae

Hostplant: Sedges Carex spp.

Life cycle: Uncertain (possibly overwinters as an adult)

Gall causer: Yes ς twisting/bunching and yellowing of leaves

Norfolk status: Rare

Identification difficulty: Distinctive - can be identified from photos.

Important identification resources
Included in the RES handbook.

Comparison: L. crefeldensis (left) and L. junci (right)

This is the sole British psyllid species associated with sedges. The only species that 
it could be confused with is the commoner Livia junci, which is associated with 
rushes, however good views from above and the side can confirm crefeldensis.

Specimens of this species from Norfolk from 1911 and 1913 are included in the 
Natural History Museum psyllid collection. More recently it was recorded from 
three locations during the Fen Invertebrate Survey 1988-1990 but there have been 
no sightings in the past 30 years.



Livia junci (=juncorum) (Schrank, 1789)    Liviidae

Hostplant: Rushes Juncus spp.

Life cycle: Overwinters as an adult on the host plant

Gall causer: Yes ς ŀ ΨǘŀǎǎŜƭΩ ƎŀƭƭΦ

Norfolk status: Widespread

Identification difficulty: Distinctive ς 

can be identified from photos.

Important identification resources
Included in the RES handbook.
Adults are shown on the British Bugs website: 
https://britishbugs.org.uk/homoptera/Psylloidea/Livia
_juncorum.html

Livia junci adult. Photo: Andy Beaumont

The only British species associated with rushes. It 
ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ΨǘŀǎǎŜƭΩ Ǝŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ όŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘŜ 
that some rushes are viviparous). Adults can only 
really be confused with L. crefeldensis, but the head 
and swollen antennal shape is different, whilst this 
species also has more obvious brown spotting around 
the edge of the wings.

Nymphs are predated by larvae of the hoverfly 
Trichopsomyia flavitarsis.

Tassel gall on rush. 
Photo: Brian Eversham.

Top view of antennae.  
Photo: Andy Beaumont.






























































































