


Copyright
Text, layout, maps and diagrams by Vanna Bartlett, County Recorder.
Photographs (unless otherwise stated) by Vanna Bartlett and, where possible, taken in Norfolk.
All photographs copyright of credited author.

Maps compiled from data provided by Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service (NBIS),
IRecord, the Pseudoscorpion Recording Scheme and records from the County Recorder.
Records compiled from data up to end of 2025 with additional records from county recorder up to May 2026.
Maps produced using QGIS software and the TomBio plugin with OpenStreetMap as a base layer.

Bibliography
Legg, G. and Fa@ox, F. 2018lustrated key to the British False Scorpions (Pseudoscorpions)
Field Studies Council (fold out chart).

Legg, G. and Jones, R.E. 1B88udoscorpions. Synopses of the British Fauna (New Series) No. 40
The Linnean Society of London.

Jones, R.E. 198%e false scorpions of Norfplk 5
¢CNF yal OdAzya 2F GKS b2NF2t1 MR b2NBAOK bl

Cover photo: Tw&hthonius ischnocheles the underside of a stone. Revision date: May 2026



Introduction

Pseudoscorpions belong to the class Arachnida, along v \ Left. E‘themﬁs E‘méCOidéEm'?f
: : : : _ ’ attached to the hind tarsus of a
spiders, harvestmen, ticks, mites and scorpions. They h s Rhagium bifasciaturfonghorn

four pairs of legs, a pair of pedipalps that end in claws
used for catching prey and a pair of chelicerae or jaws. |

~. beetle, hitchhiking its way into
I the world; closeup below.
Photos: Jeremy Bartlett.

The claws give them a rather formidable appearance |
despite their tiny size and has led to the name of False :
Scorpion or Pseudoscorpion. Although lacking the true | #&
a02NLIA2yQa GFAf FYyR auay3ags
gland in their claws. They are fearsome little predators EEEEE
and eat a variety of prey including springtails, mites and
insect larvae. Some pseudoscorpions have adopted

a simple yet effective tactic for dispersing; they simply grab onto
Several species have eyes but these are mostly only  limb of another invertebrate and hitch hike their way into the wids
ASYaArAlGA@S (2 fAIKG f SOSTE aworld apsacite kioWrZadljliresy & WFSSE Q GKS
around them through sensitive hairs called trichobothria.
A number of these hairs are located on the claws and Species that exhibit phoresy tend to be those that live in rather
most species also have them on the rear end of the transient habitats such as decaying wood and compost heapse
abdomen. This gives them the ability to move backwardghe food supply is exhausted or the conditions change to less th:
at a rapid rate, knowing exactly what is behind them.  optimal, they simply grab on to any other creature making an
Chthoniidaespecies in particular can move very fast andexodus. Phoretic species can turn up in all sorts of places includ
are highlymanoeuvrable switching into reverse gear and indoors. Pseudoscorpions have been recorded hitching a ride or
turning on a sixpence to get out of danger. various species of fly, beetles and even harvestmen.




Introduction continued

Pseudoscorpions produce silk from a gland in their chelicerae
and will often make a silken chamber in which to safely moult
in (shed their skin).

FemalePselaphochernes
scorpioidegarrying eggs

Gofoen; Sl S v

garden compost bin.

Pseudoscorpions mate by the male producing a sperm packe®g ‘
and then placing it for the female to pick up. Depending on X
aLISOASazT GKA&a R2SayQia Ffgl e
female but in some species the two sexes actively mate by
grasping each other with the male guiding the female over the"
sperm packet. The female can store the sperm inside her body
until she is ready to produce eggs so that a single female can
arrive in a new habitat and begin to populate it with her

offspring. Different species of pseudoscorpion can be found in the
same habitat, e.g. leaf litter but often require different levels
The female keeps the newly laid eggs attached to the of humidity so can exist within separate microhabitats at

underside of her abdomen before finding somewhere safe fodifferent levels; for example, the top layer of woodland leaf
them to hatch, often retreating into a silken chamber. When litter could be dryer and less humid than the deeper layers
the eggs hatch, the female pseudoscorpion feeds the young depending on time of year and weather.

a milk like secretion produced from her ovaries. The young

pseudoscorpion goes through three nymphal stages (called Adult pseudoscorpions can be found throughout the year
protonymph, deutonymph and tritonymph) before a final and they can produce one or two generations a year. They
moult when the adult emerges. The nymphs resemble the  are known to live for between 2 and 5 years depending on
adults but are paler and have fewer setae and trichobothria. species.



Pseudoscorpions in Norfolk
\,}" .v,

Of the 29 species of pseudoscorpion found in the UK, 22 have been recorded m«qw A
Norfolk. This guide covers 20 species with notes on an additional two that have: ,‘ 3&
only been recorded once in the county (one of which is doubtful). Pseudoscorplons T
are found in a wide variety of habitats but due to their small size they are rarely ;
happened upon unless deliberately searched for. o R L
Several species can be found by sieving leaf litter and piles of cut vegetation o;:bey )
looking on the underside of logs and stones. Others are synanthropic and can bq
found in compost and manure heaps or in debris in barns, chicken coops and *.
pigeon lofts. Pseudoscorpions can also be found in old bird and mammal nests ,anp
under loose bark of dead tree branches. Some are associated with coastal hablj L &
and can be found on the seaward edge of sand dunes or on the edge of Above:Dactylochelifer latreilliat the base of
saltmarshes under driftwood and other debris. dune vegetation, Horsey.

4 Left: garden compost bin with
assorted sieves and trays.

. SeveraPselaphochernes

- scorpioidesvere found in this
~ bin.

Right: old grass heap on edgf
of rural churchyard in which |
Chthonius ischnocheless
found by sieving.

Photo: Jeremy Bartlett.




Identification

To enable identification, Pseudoscorpions are first split into two
groups based on whether there is a dividing line down the
centre of the abdomen; each abdominal segment has a plate

(tergite) covering the top, in some species the tergites are en Cheliceie N
while in others they are divided in two. Those which have an \ . ciione P T SRS
undivided abdomen (the familghthoniidaec see diagram right Pedpalp ‘&‘b // Movable Lover Fnger
also all have eyes (usually two pairs but occasionally just one \ ) w4 Bres Fixed Upper Finger
located either side of the head) and large chelicerae. Cephalothorax S f“f;’ h Hand

N AN\,
Some species are relatively easy to identify based on g A1 \ Y% T —
appearance and habitat but others require microscopic //" S b
examination.It should be noted that general colour and shape Tergite y""y\
of the abdomen can vary within a species, the abdomen in e \‘\\, PRI OmEn
particular can be very distended in a well fed individual or a / ; '
gravid (egg carrying) female. Abdomen f C;:-D” : b

) S

The pedipalps (or palps) of a pseudoscorpion end in formida
claws that are comprised of a hand with a fixed upper finger
a moveable lower finger. In the species with an undivided
abdomen, the claw hand is often quite slender with long fingers.  Simplified diagram oEhthonius ischnochelehowing
The species with a divided abdomen have a rather rounded principal features used for identification.

hand and short fingers so that the claws look quite stout.

Trichobothria



Identification continued

Species with a divided abdomen (see diagram right)
often lack eyes and have rather small chelicerae. Whe
eyes are present, they are often very difficult to discerr
Species with a divided abdomen belong to several
different families. To separate these into genus and
then species, close examination is required when the
details of the form of various hairs (setae and
trichobothria) need to be looked at which often Cephalothorax
requires the use of a microscope.

For this guide, | have split the species into two groups

based on whether the abdomen is divided or not using ; ——
colour coded headers. The order of species mostly ~ fTewte - ——5/" (AREREEED) \), - Selac (nole thal these are pointed)
follows that in the FSC fold out chaldegg & FarCox, forming two rows) i
2016)which | recommend to help confirm any

identifications. Abdomen
The following species accounts give details of features

that help with identification irbold and general notes

Palpal Claw comprising:

Pedipalp ;
Movable Lower Finger

Fixed Upper Finger

Hand

Tarsus IV

Tarsus |V trichobothrium

on typical habitat with more specific details for where Trichobathria

they have been recorded in Norfolk along with onend of abdomen

distribution maps. Maps show records at 2km square,

coloured to show pre and post 2000 records. Simplified diagram of hamprochernespecies.

Note trichobothria on end of abdomen and one on tarsus IV.

Note that preserved specimens lose their colour; | have used photos of live individuals where possible but also incladed press to more clearly show feature



Species with abdomen NOT divided down the middleamily CHTHONDAE and NEOBISCIIDAE:
Ephippiochthonius*, ChthoniytNeobisiumand Roncusspecies.

All species in th€hthoniidaehave the abdominal tergites undivided and a : . il

. i . AbBBominal tergites undivided,
conspicuously large chelicerae and they are ratifeny in appearancd.hey all * forming continuous bands
have eyes, with most having two pairs while two species have only one pair. Slender palpal hand.  across abdomen.
pedipalp femur is long and slender in most species. -

Chthoniusand Ephippiochthoniuspecies are recognizable by the greater leng y

of the chelicerae which are nearly equal to the length of the cephalothorax ( V4
photo right). The palpal hand is quite slender, not much thicker than the fing

and the fingers are distinctly longer than the hand. They have two pairs of e Eﬁgfg‘g’nfgm“r
Species are separated by checking microscopic details. There are SiX Speci¢ giender

the UK, five have been recorded in Norfolk witlo being quite commonly

found while the other three are rar€€hthonius ischnochelesthe commonest.

Neobisiumspecies are similar in general appearanc€thoniudbut the Large, prominent chelicerae.

chelicerae are shorter, clearly less than the length of the cephalothorax, and

palpal hand is noticeably thicker than the finger. They have two pairs of eye:

There are three species in the UK, two have been recorded in Norfolk Chthonius ischnochetesote the large chelicerae

Neobisium carcinoidds the commonest almost equal in length to the cephalothorax and the
' slender palpal hand.

Roncusgs similar toNeobisiumn having relatively short chelicerae aadarge

palphand but differs most significantly in having just one pair of eyes. One Wiohippiochthoniuspecies have been assigned to the ger
species, recorded in Norfolk. Chthoniusn some publications, including the FSC chatrt.



Ephlpplodnthonlus kewiGabbuttY S¢ Qa |/ l&ngtikK24¢ A8RNM

" RS

o
27 N Left: preserved
| specimen.

| Arrows indicate
the position of
the setae on the
rear edge of the
cephalothorax.

indicate the dimple on the claw hand.

Ephlpplobthonlus kewhaslarge chelicerae and a slender palpal hand with long,

Abdomen NOT dividec

Status and distribution

A scarce species in Norfolk, mostly
recorded from coastal locations in
the 1980s. Inland records should be
examined with care due to close
similarity withEphippiochthonius
tetrachelatus

NB Research in Europe has thrown doubt on reliability
of the number of setae on rear of cephalothorax as a
distinguishing character to separaie kewiandE.
tetrachelatus

Left: preserved SpeCimen Arrows [ Records 2000 onwards [[] Records pre 2000

yJ

)=

D i i

thin fingers. It |s very S|m|Iar ta tetrachelatusbelng a relatlvely pale unlformly )2

the rear edge of the cephalothorax (two normal length and two very short)

compared toE tetrachelatusvhich has only two long setae (recent papers from =
other countries have shed doubt on the constancy of these charactgpgtome

,,,,,,,

absent Care is regired to separatethe two species.

This species is largely restricted to the sea#st coast of England where it is

yl’
N
T

found amongst debris along the high tide line and under driftwood although

there are other outlying records including some from inland.




Ephippiotithonius tetrachelatus(PreyssIer)Dlmple-clawed Chthonidength 1.3¢ 1.9 mm Abdomen NOT dividec

Above: live individual; note ovrall uniform
colour and dimpled claw hand (arrowed).
Ephippiobthonius tetrachelatuas large chelicerae and a slender palp hand with

long, thin fingers. Individuals vary in colour with some being pale yellowy and othf’

darker brown but they are always the sameiform colouroverall (compareC.

ischnochelegvhich has a much darker cephalothorax compared to the abdomen).
Thereis@a’RA YLIX S Q @ryoweall Kbdve)Kd cifaracteristic shared wirkewi
but there are onlytwo setaeon the rear edge of the cephalothorax @nkewithere
are four setae, two of which are very shoiEpistome absentCare is required to

separate the two species.

Many records for this species are coastal but it has also been found inland under /PR v

and stones so it may be synanthropic.

[ STOGY LINBaSNBSR aLISOAYSY
and 2 setae on rear edge of cephalothorax. Also note no
epistome (comparé€&hthonius ischnocheled he
cephalothorax is almost square and barely tapers to the r

Status and distribution

Common in Norfolk with records scattered
across the county; most recently found inlar
under stones and old roof tiles in churchyarc

NB Research in Europe has thrown doubt on reliability of the num
of setae on rear of cephalothorax as a distinguishing character to
separateE. kewiandE. tetrachelatus

B Records 2000 onwards [] Records pre 2000

N
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Chthonius ischnochelggiermann)Common Chthonidnale 1.6mm, female 2.5mm Abdomen NOT dividec

Left: closeup of preserved specimen showing epistome
and four setae on rear edge of cephalothorax. The
cephalothorax tapers noticeably to the rear.

Status and distribution

By far the commonest species in
Norfolk, found widely across the
county andone of the most likely
species to come across. Can be
found by sieving grass pilasd

AL N, A A A searching under stones.

Above: live individual. Note the very large chelicerae
and dark cephalothorax which tapers to the rear.

Chthonius ischnochelégas adark, shiny cephalothoraxgeneraly darker than the
abdomen) with very large chelicerae. The pedipalps are fairly pale and reddish w f |
slender handandlong, thin fingers The four eyes are well developéthere arefour o T
setaeon the rear of the cephalothorax, all roughly equal in length. In the middle o= [é )

the front edge of the cephalothorax there ismall pointed projection(the B e \ =%
epistome) which is virtually absent in other speciesG#fthonius o = il L
Chthonius ischnochelesone of the two commonest species of pseudoscorpion PE/ =

found in Britain (the other idleobisium carcinoidéslt has been found in a wide
variety of habitats including fromoodland leaf litter, grass heaps and also under
logs and stones. It can also be found along the coast and saltmarsh strandlines &
a2YSGAYSa Ay O0ANRAQ ySaltao

[l Records 2000 onwards [] Records pre 2000




Chthonius tenuid.. KoctDark-clawed Chthonidnale 1.3 mm, female 2.3 mm

Abdomen NOT dividec

Photos of live individuals found in Kent showing
the typical dark claw hands and cephalothorax.
Photos:Thomaslwasyszyn

Status and distribution

One record from a garden in
Dersingham in 1981 where it was
considered a probable introduction
brought in with plants as it was
outside the usual geographical range
for the species at the time.

I Records 2000 onwards  [_] Records pre 2000

yJ

Above: a rather dark individual. PhotBhomaslwasyszyn
Chthonius tenuibas large chelicerae and a slender palp hand with long, thin fin

)=

eyes are quite close to the front edge of the cephalothoEgistome absentThere

aretwo setaeon the rear of the cephalothorax. The cephalothorax is qd&e as

are theclaw handswhich contrast with the pale limbs which should make it easily

recognized. ‘
Occurs in leaf litter and under stones, preferring dry habitats often on sandy soil

chalk.This species has a southerly distribution in the UK but it could conceivably

o
|
|

found in Norfolk as a genuine record (see status and distribution).

.\”\{ o Y- e s ,\> :




Chthonius orthodactylugLeach)Straightfingered Chthonidmale 1.9 mm, femal8.0mm Abdomen NOT dividec

Left: preserved specimen showing the 6 setae on
rear edge of the cephalothorax (arrowed). Also
note no epistome.

Photo:AJ Canfwww.naturespot.org.uk

Status and distribution
Nationally, a fairly scarce
species. Extremely rare in
Norfolk with only one record.

h Possibly overlooked.
a% 3

\ B Rrecords 2000 onwards [C] Records pre 2000
Above: individual found in Leicestershire. J
Photo:AJ Canmwww.naturespot.org.uk =
Chthonius orthodactylusas large chelicerae and a slender palp hand with lor:=" o )
thin fingers. The eyes are well developed, set approx. 1.5 diameters apart % \
(compareC. ischnochelashich are approx. 2 diameters aparBpistome A
absent There are usuallyix setaeon the rear edge of the cephalothorax. The T{ R \ T Reend
teeth on the fixed finger of the hand are large and well separated. ("} \ SRR f N

g \"
Occurs in amon i i - \ “”“’N';“
gst dead leaves and grass tussocks, often associated with }JJMJ \ P }

calcareous soils. o ﬁ?m\»( mf/ SR




Neob|5|um carcmmdeé.each)\/loss Neob|S|dength2 2¢ 3.0 mm Abdomen NOT dividec

Photographs show live individuals. Note the overall dark
colour, moderate length of chelicerae and rounded claw
hand (arrowed left).

Status and distribution

Widespread across the county and relativel
common but probably underecorded.
Nationally, this is one of the two commones
aLISOASE a2 A0 A& &adz
more records from Norfolk. Usually found in
woodland leaf litter and moss but also
saltmarsh strandline.

[ Records 2000 onwards [[] Records pre 2000

Neobisium carcmmddsas relatlvely
short chelicerae compared to the length of the cephalothorax (see photo above r y;]

Thepedipalp hand is roundedmaking it considerably wider than the slender fingerZy = = & ™7

It has a rathedark, shiny appearancwith the pedipalps also being fairly dark & X

(compareChthoniusspecies). They have two pairs of eyegistomepresent butnot

well developed There are large pointed teeth between the rounded ones on the fh\{\j » =
Y

finger of the palp. Similar to othéfeobisiumspecies, one of whichiN( carpenteni has - eIl - -
been recorded in Norfolk i \ '%-1 / ﬁ{

Neobisium carcinoidés one of the two commonest species of pseudoscorpion for . " 45
in Britain. It inhabits leaf litter in woods and hedgerows, can be found in moss, ur /| >~~M’“}7 .
stones, on heathland and along the strandline. N W ARG T QBN e R




Neobisium carpenter{Kew)/ | NLJS y (i S Nergth33no A 4 A R Abdomen NOT dividec

9

Left: claw showing uniform rounded teeth on
fixed (upper) finger of claw.

Status and distribution

Rare in Norfolk with just four records,
all from saltmarsh. Worth searching
suitable habitat for.

NBNeobisium carcinoidesan also be
found on the edges of saltmarsh so
suspected specimens require careful
examination.

] o - : . Records 2000 onwards Records pre 2000
Above: preserved specimen from Essex coast (saltmarsh). - o

Neobisium carpenters similar in appearance td. carcinoidesvith relatively short )/J N S i ; N
chelicerae compared to the length of the cephalothorax. The fingers are not muciz /7 \ s

longer than the rounded palp hand giving the claws a fairly robust look. They hav :

two pairs of eyesEpistomepresent,sharply pointed Theteeth on the fixed fingerof - ./ : ‘ :

the palp are nearly albw and rounded(compare withN. carcinoidesvhich has Iarge}{ \ ¥ L
pointed teeth at intervals between the short, rounded ones). ik T S auys
Neobisium carpenters a coastal species, found amongst debris on the high tide ~M‘>ﬁm i \ %NN'};"
strandline of saltmarshes and dunes. Most records are from Essex. £ ~ N%m ,\W// \\\\\\\ 1




Roncus Iubrlcut Kocheddlsh Tweeyed Chelifetength2.5¢ 3 6 mm

Above left: I|ve |nd|V|duaI found under a stone in a churchyard.
Note reddish cephalothorax and pedipalps and the robust, bulbous claws.

Roncus lubricusas areddish cephalothorax and pedipalpd he chelicerae are large”=
but relatively short compared to the length of the cephalothorax. The claws are 7
quite stout with the palpal fingers being slightly longer than the rather bulbous 3 =

hand.Epistomepresent but quite small. This species has amg pair of eyegsee )E{ %

photo above right).

Usually found in quite dry leaf litter, typically Beech and Sycamore, also under st = ywﬁv

in woods and under hedges.

Abdomen NOT dividec

Left: a pale tritonymph showing the distinctive reddish
claws and with the position of the single eye on either side

| of cephalothorax arrowed; most chthonids have two eyes
~ % on each side.

Status and distribution

Scarce in Norfolk with nearly all the
records coming from the west of the
county. It has been found at the coast
and also inland in gardens and an old
chalk pit. Recent records have come
from churchyards.

[ Records 2000 onwards [C] Rrecords pre 2000
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Species with Abdomen DIVIDED down the middlEamily CHEIRIDIIDAEHHERNETIDAE and CHELIFERIDAE:
Cheiridium, Lamprochernes, Chernes, Dendrochernes, Dinocheirus, Pselaphochernes, Alloghérbestylocheliferspecies.

All these species have the abdominal tergites divided and have small
chelicerae. They often have a rather duoiatt or granular :
appearance. The palpal hand is oft@munded with the fingers e acjoUdedith
. . short fingers, making the
usually quite short making the claws rather stolihesegments of B ool il arstout
the pedipalps in a number of species are relatively short and often
thickest in the middle. Some species have a pair of eyes (which can
be small or indistinct) while in others they are absent.

To identify species, close examination of the body haiisetaeis = |

required to see whether they appegointed or clubbedat the 1

ends (under a microscope they are rather more complex). Other fine p i
features to look for artrichobothria (sensitive hairs) on thend o Chelicerae very small. é divided down centre,
the abdomenand on thefourth tarsus(usually written asarsus V. ﬁ, e bl o
Some species have accessory teeth on the pedipalp finger. A B o en.

microscope is often essential to see such details.

The FSC fold out chattdgg & FarCox, 2016lhas keys using these Pselaphochernes scorpioideste divided abdomen,
fine details to confirm species small chelicerae and rather stout pedipalps with

' Wo2EAY3 3t 20SQ Ofl gaod
NB two other species from this groughelifer cancroidesnd Withius pigeJ are
included at the end of the guide but they have only been recorded once in Norfolk.



Cheiridium museorunfLeachBook Scorpiontength1.3¢ 1.4 mm Abdomen DIVIDE

Left: preserved specimen.

Status and distribution

Relatively scarce in Norfolk with records
widely scattered across the county
including several from straw in barns.
Recent records have come from
searching inside churches by looking fo
dead specimens snagged in cobwebs
with a few live ones also being found.

[l Records 2000 onwards [Irecords pre 2000

Above: live individual found in old thatch. — 5
b23S NI GKSNJI N2PdzyRSR WiSIFNRNRBLIQ aKILISR 02Re&d );2 A
I

Cheiridium museorurnas a divided abdomen and small chelicerae. The palp har- “}ﬁ[{ \

rounded with the fingers quite short and slendmrdthe palpal femur is rather long Yj \u

(arrowed above left). Eyes present, one pair, rather small. Distinguisheddmgats Jf( % m\ \
size rather round flattened body and @rcular depressionn the centre of the 2y K 4 S 15
cephalothorax (arrowed above right). This is our smallest species and is easily ¢ : ' 1A 'jlj{

overlooked. D e \\ :%WNNQ

A widespread species found in very dry habitats such as debris in old barns, pic ~ >f”“""”“‘g
lofts and nests as well as old thatch. Also found in old book stores and warehou.__. '\ - : i




INTRODUCTION t@mprochernespecies Abdomen DIVIDE

Left and below: relative positions of
trichobothrium on tarsus IV (arrowed).

There are three species bamprochernes
found in the UK, all of which occur in
Norfolk. They are characterized by having
pointed body setagrather shiny pedipalps
and trichobothria on the end of the
abdomen as well as one darsus IV.

AU

The position of the trichobothrium on tarsul
IV separates.. savignyfrom L. nodosusind
L. chyzerbut it can be a difficult character tc

judge,depending on the angle of view. In & e .
savignyit is almost half way along while in Above: Lamprochernes savignyi Above:Lamprochernes chyzeri/nodosus
trichobothria approx. in middle. trichobothria approx. 1/3 from base.

the other two species it is closer to a third
from the base (see photos top right).

Left: size comparison of
Lamprochernes savignyi
on the left and
Lamprochernes chyzeri
on the right.

Note the rather shiny
claws and pedipalps.

Although there is a size range for each
speciesl. savignyis always appreciably
smaller than the other twolL. savignyis

most often found in rich dung and compost,
a habitat it shares with the other two
species. It is not uncommon to find more
than one species together when the size
difference will be apparent.




INTRODUCTION t@mprochernespecies continued Abdomen DIVIDE
L.nodosusandL. chyzerare roughly the same in size Comparison of pedipalp trochanter fdcamprochernes nodosi& Lamprochernes chyzeri

and share the position of the trichobothrium on tarsu ”"v
IV (about one third from the base) which makes ther b
more difficult to separate. They are distinguished fro
one another on the shape of the pedipalp trochanter
character that is difficult to determine and requires tr
correct angle of view.. chyzemgenerallyhas much

L. nodosus

Left:

L. nodosushowing
rounded pedipalp
trochanter from
above and below

more robust pedipalpthanL. nodosus (arrowed).
= L. chyzeri L. chyzeri
two L. chyzerand Left:

onelL. savignyi

= (bottom left, smaller
, individual)sieved
from the same dung
heap.

Some literature sget thit hyzeriis largely found under tree bark unlike nodosusvhich is most often found in grass

heaps, compost and dung piles. In Norfolk both species have often been recorded from dung heaps and grass|pilelsyzeti
seemingly being the commoner of the two species (Jones 1985).

L. chyzershowing
WILRAY(G&Q
_ trochanter from
above and below
(arrowed).




Lamprochernes savignySimonX | Ay é Q& {efighyScy.2mm | &

Above: individual sieved from dung/straw in farmyard
(where it was found with.. chyzeji

Abdomen DIVIDE

Left: trichobothrium on tarsus IV (arrowed) positioned
more centrally (comparé. chyzeri/nodosus)

Status and distribution

Scarce in Norfolk with few records,
mostly from rich compost or manure
heaps where it can be numerous.
Probably underecorded.

. Records 2000 onwards ~ [_] Records pre 2000

Lamprochernes savignyas a divided abdomen and small chelicerae. The palp ha )] |

Is rounded with the fingers quite short making the claws look rather stb. G /”J'\”WT\“\

pedipalpsappearsmooth and rather shinyEyes present, one pair although = / | )

indistinct. Body setae pointedThetrichobothrium on the dorsal surface dérsus IV ‘j‘ X

IS positioned more towards theniddle (described asubmedia) (compareL. { 1S : AT “E

chyzeri/nodosus Noticeably small compared to the other two species of 2 & TR | ,ﬂ

Lamprochernes —)L\‘". \ S \’>
: 4 AT

A sparsely distributed species, synanthropic being found in rich compost and ma = >”’WA77 = \ f )

heaps where it often occurs with. chyzeri/nodosud$’horetic, recorded on flies. M R E = e L




Lamprochernes nodosy$&chrankKnotty Shining Clavength1.8¢ 2.2mm Abdomen DIVIDE

[
i
SR

Left: live individual sieved from muck heap.
Note rather shiny claws.

Status and distribution

Quite frequent in Norfolk with
widespread records. Often
found in grass piles, compost
and dung heaps where it can be
Very numerous.

Above: trichobothrium on
tarsus IV (arrowed) positioned
more towards base (compare
Lamprochernes Sav|g|)y| I Records 2000 onwards  [] Records pre 2000
Above: preserved specimen; note more
))»

rounded projection on palp trochanter (arrowed).

Lamprochernes nodoshss a divided abdomen and small chelicerae. The palp haiz
rounded and the fingers are quite short making the claws rather stoutp€d@alps
look smooth andshiny. Eyes present, one pair, rather indistinBody setae pointed -
There is drichobothrium on the dorsal surface grsuslV positioned about third €
from the base(rather than towards the centre g L savigny). Can be very difficult t¢ ™
separate fromlL. chyzerfsee introduction td_amprochernefr more details).
Widespread, found in rich compost, dung heaps, grass piles, etc.; usually synantt
Sometimes found in rotting wood. A phoretic species, recorded on flies.




Lamprochernes chyzeffomdsvary/ K& T SNXR & {efgthy.8c2Bmm f | & Abdomen DIVIDE

Left: preserved specimen showing the conical pointed
projection on the pedipalp trochanter (arrowed).

Status and distribution

Quite frequent in Norfolk with
records scattered across the county.
Has been found in woodchip piles
but also straw/dung and grass piles,
a habitat normally associated with
Lamprochernes nodosushich it is
very difficult to separate from.

[ Records 2000 onwards [C] Records pre 2000

Above: preserved specimen showing the robust cl
note pointed body setae (arrowed).

Lamprochernes chyzévas a divided abdomen and small chelicerae. The palp harz
rounded with short fingers giving the claws a stout lde&dipalpsappearsmooth =

and quite shiny Eyegresent, one pairather indistinct.Body setae pointed 7 S
trichobothrium on dorsal surface dhrsus IVpositioned aboufa third from the base
(see photo ol.. nodosuy Difficult to differentiate from_.. nodosusthe shape of the ~
palp trochanter needs to be checked, angle critical (see above).
A sparsely distributed species usually found under bark of old and dying trees. H

occasionally been found in dung heaps, compost and woodchip piles. ap

Phoretic, recorded on flies.
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Chernes cimicoidg$-abriciusCommon Tree Cherndsngth2.2¢ 2.3 mm

,,,,,,

Above: preserved specimen found under tree bar:_,
Note clubbed setae and trichobothria on end of
abdomen (arrowed).

Chernes cimicoidd®as a divided abdomen and relatively small chelicerae diris
reddish brownand has aather dull, granular appearancelhe palp hand is quite
broadwith fairly short fingersmaking the claws look rather stout. The pedipalps
including the claws are covereddiubbed setae Thebody setaeare alsoclubbed
(see photo above left). Eyes abseftchobothriapresent onend of abdomen(see
photo above left) but not on tarsus IV.

Widespread in England, found under bark of old and dead deciduous trees,
sometimes in dry rotten wood. Phoretic, recorded on beetles.

Abdomen DIVIDE

~ Left: live individual found on underside of loose bar

‘; on dead tree branch. Note dark, granular appearan

Status and distribution.
Widespread and relatively common
but probably under recorded. Hard
to find as it is generally under the
bark of old, dead and dying trees, a
habitat that is difficult to search
without destroying it.

B Records 2000 onwards [C] Records pre 2000
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Dendrochernes cyrnet(:li Koch)_arge Tree Chernéength3 5¢4.2 mm Abdomen DIVIDE

S ._"!‘ Pﬂ:‘

Left: tritonymph; note paler colour compared to
adult but still has dark, robust, rather shiny claws.

Status and distribution

A very rare species.

So far only 2 known sites in Norfolk.
First record was from the Brecks in
2023 when five were discovered by
Steve Lane under the bark of a felled
tree lying in an open sunny position.

[ Records 2000 onwards [C] Records pre 2000

Above: live adult found under bark of faIIen tree.
Note dark, extremely robust claws and clubbed setae.

Dendrochernes cyrneisour largest pseudoscorpion. This is quittask speciesvith %
robust dark reddish brown pedipalpthat end inlarge powerful clawghat are almost
black. The tergites have shaubbed setaeTrichobothriaare present on thend of 3
the abdomen Tarsus I\has atrichobothrium positionedtowards the claw }C; m
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Nationally this is a very rare species usually associated with ancient woodland or %,/ | B
old mature trees. It is usually found under bark of very dry, dead or decaying woc ' }wﬂ} ~ \ /jf”” f
where it is exposed to the suhost tree species in UK have included Oak, EIm and™ || R e SRV
BeechPhoretic on beetles and ichneumons.




Dinocheirus panzef(C.L. Koch)errible-clawed Cherne$ength2.1¢ 2.6 mm Abdomen DIVIDE

Left: museum specimen preserved Status and distribution

in alcohol. A rare species in Norfolk with few
records, none of them recent.
Recorded from grain debris and
straw in barns, i.e. sites that tend
to have restricted access.

B Records 2000 onwards  [] Records pre 2000

Dinocheirus panzehas a divided abdomen and relatively small chelicerae. The palp
hand is rounded with the fingers roughly the same length making the claws rather
robust. The pedipalps including the claw are coveredubbed setae Thebody
setaeare alscclubbed Eyes absentrichobothriapresent onend of abdomenand

one ontarsus |V close to the claw. Similar #llochernes powel{which lacks
trichobothria on the rear of the abdomen) which is found in the same habitat.

Synanthropic, generally found in straw, hay, etc. in barns and pigeon lofts; sometimes
F2dzyR Ay O0ANR&AQ ySaitaod .StASYSR (2 06S LK2NBUIAO 2y 0AN.



